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HM the Sultan, Bahrain King discuss GPA PlANs ‘ﬂuusuMEn

regional developments and stability

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik yesterday re-
ceived a telephone call from King
Hamad bin Issa Al Khalifa of the
Kingdom of Bahrain.

During the call, they discussed
anumber of recent developments

TOP THREE INSIDE STORIES

and issues of mutual concern on
both the regional and interna-
tional arenas. The two leaders
exchanged views on ways to en-
hance security and stability in the
region.

The conversation also touched

upon the deep-rooted fraternal
relations binding the two coun-
tries and their peoples, as well
as ways to develop them across
various sectors in a manner that
serves shared interests and com-
mon aspirations. —ona

Forum on readiness
for sustainable future

The proceedings of the 25th

Annual General Conference

on “Government Readiness
for a Sustainable Future”
opened on Tuesday in Salalah.
The event is organised by the
Ministry of Labour and the Arab
Administrative Development
Organisation of the Arab League.
The opening of the two-day
conference was held under the
auspices of Dr. Mahad Said
Ba’Owain, Minister of Labour,
in the presence of several
officials, representatives of
government entities and the
private sector. >A2
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Contracts worth over
OMR2 million signed

Ten agricultural usufruct

2 contracts for the
establishment of projects
inthe agricultural and livestock

sectors worth over OMR2 million
was signed in Dhofar. >A3

Oman
expresses
condolences
to Colombia
Jollowing
devastating
earthquake

First shipment of
chromium exported

Oman Minerals Trading
3 Company launched its

first shipment of Omani
chromium ore, exceeding
50,000 tons, via Sohar Port.
This achievement marks a new
chapter in the marketing and
export of Omani chromium. The
chromium shipment included
several types of Omanioreina
single consignment, allowing
the company to meet the needs

of'alarger number of buyers and
factories. This move aims to
open new marketing channels
for exports of chromium to more
global markets. >B1

PASSPORT FOR EASIER
AGGESS T0 ITS SERVIGES

New digital platform
to bring complaints,
reports and
CONSUIner services

under one account

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Consumers in Oman
will soon be able to access and
manage arange of Consumer Pro-
tection Authority (CPA) services
through a single digital identity, as
the authority prepares to launch
its new “Consumer Passport”
platform.

The initiative is aimed at sim-
plifying the way citizens and resi-
dents interact with the CPA by
bringing consumer complaints,
reports, services and alerts to-
gether in one digital account.

The authority announced the
upcoming service through its so-
cial media platforms, describing
it as a “completely different ex-
perience” for consumers. Promo-
tional material for the platform
says it is “coming soon”, although
the CPA has not yet announced an
official launch date.

Under the new system, con-
sumers will be able to access their
personal profile and manage their
interactions with the authority
through a unified digital identity.
The platform is also expected to
provide easier access to consum-
er-related services while reduc-
ing the need to navigate separate

COMING SOON...
A COMPLETELY DIFFERENT EXPERIENCE!

A service that aggregates all
your Consumer Protection
Authority data and

makes tracking complaints
and reports easier than ever?

channels and procedures.

A key feature of the Consumer
Passport will be the ability to
track complaints and reports,
giving users clearer information
on the progress of their submis-
sions and making follow-up more
straightforward.

The platform is also expected
to facilitate the submission and
management of information and
supporting documents linked to

Ever imagined having a
single digital identity that
streamlines everything for

you, saving time and effort?

Everything refated to your
services in one place, with
easier and clearer steps.

( CONSUMER PASSPORT )

Is here to change
your experience

consumer cases, helping stream-
line the process and reduce reli-
ance on traditional paperwork.

By bringing consumer-related
data and services together in one
location, the CPA aims to make
its services more accessible and
convenient while improving the
overall consumer experience.

The initiative is part of the au-
thority’s wider efforts to expand
digital services and strengthen
the use of technology in consum-
er protection. It also supports
Oman’s broader digital transfor-
mation objectives under Oman
Vision 2040, which seek to make
public services more efficient, ac-
cessible and user-focused. >A3

Omani photographer wins Best Film award in
‘Urban-Rural Connectivity’ category in Spain

MADRID: The film “Sufrat Ram-
adan fi Sur” (Ramadan Table in
Sur) by Omani cinematographer
Haitham Al Farsi has won the Best
Film award in the “Urban-Rural
Connectivity” category at the 2026
Food Film List competition, or-
ganised by the International Insti-
tute of Gastronomy, Culture, Arts
and Tourism (IGCAT), headquar-
tered in Barcelona, Spain.

The accolade was achieved in an
international competition featur-
ing over 100 films from around the
world vying across 14 categories.

The winning film offers a vis-
ual and cultural journey into the
Ramadan dining experience in
the wilayat of Sur, showcasing the
customs and traditions associated
with the holy month of Ramadan,
as well as the distinctive dishes
and social practices that charac-
terise the Sur table — reflecting the
depth of the wilayat’s cultural her-
itage and its historical uniqueness.

The film also highlights the

close connection between Sur’s
culinary heritage and its rich mar-
itime history, shaped over centu-
ries by seafaring and commercial
activity, as well as cultural ex-
change with numerous ports and
communities. These influences
are evident in aspects of the local
cuisine, including its ingredients,
flavours, and methods of prepara-

tion and presentation, rendering
the Sur table a living testament to
the region’s history and its social
and cultural memory.

This achievement holds particu-
lar significance amid the growing
global interest in culinary tourism,
gastronomic arts, and experiential
travel, where local cuisine has be-
come a vital means of discovering

destinations and engaging with
their cultures and communities.
The tourism experience is no long-
er confined to visiting landmarks
and sites, but rather encompasses
the authentic experiences that
visitors live—experiences that
reflect a place’s identity and offer
a deeper understanding of its cul-
ture, stories, and ways of life. — ona



A2 | WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12, 2026

TIMES OF OMAN

AN

Trump’s Retreat and the Strait of Hormuz: Has Washington Declared a Tacit Defeat to Tehran?

he Wall Street Jour-
I nal recently revealed
a striking shift in the
US administration’s position,
with President Donald Trump
expressing his willingness to end
military operations against Iran
if Tehran fully reopens the Strait
of Hormuz to maritime naviga-
tion, even without reaching a
comprehensive agreement on its
nuclear programme.
This statement warrants
more than a cursory glance; it
demands a thorough analysis to
review the trajectory of Ameri-
can rhetoric and assess its politi-
cal and operational dimensions.
From the “Fourteen Condi-
tions” to an explicit retreat. The
American tone toward Iran has
never been conciliatory. Trump
initially set fourteen impos-
sible conditions, all of which
Tehran had to fulfill before any
ceasefire could be discussed. He
even went so far as to threaten to

obliterate Iran’s ancient civiliza-
tion and return it to the Stone
Age ifit failed to comply with
these demands.

Today, after along series of
economic warfare, sanctions,
and military confrontations,
Trump has reduced all those
stringent conditions to a single
demand: the reopening of the
Strait of Hormuz. So what does
this sudden retreat mean?

Have the fourteen conditions
suddenly disappeared from the
American agenda? Or has the
reality on the ground proven that
Iran possesses more power-
ful cards than Washington had
anticipated?

In the realm of politics and
strategy, this descent from the
pinnacle of threats to the depths
of concessions can only be
interpreted as a tacit admission
of failure, a retreat indicating
that the deterrence equation was
not in the favor of the party that

initiated the threats.

The contradiction deepens
further when considering
Trump’s conflicting statements.
Just yesterday, he was claim-
ing complete control over the
Strait of Hormuz, threatening to
impose tariffs and taxes on ships
passing through it. This raises
alogical and simple question: if
Trump truly controls the strait,
how can he demand that Iran
open it? This glaring contradic-

by SADIG MOHAMAD
SAIDAL-LAWATY

tion leaves observers with only
two possibilities: either the
American rhetoric was based on
unfounded claims on the ground,
or the US administration has be-
gun contradicting itself publicly.
It is time to acknowledge that
the world, and even the Ameri-
can public itself, has grown
weary of this continuous stream
of conflicting statements.

These developments prove
that military force and media

threats are ineffective against
effective management and genu-
ine geographic and field control.
Events have demonstrated that
the theoretical calculations of
‘Washington policymakers have
crashed against the solid wall of
reality.

The current situation rein-
forces the fact that the equation
has changed. The victor in this
confrontation is not the one with
the largest arsenal, but rather
the one who was able to impose
their conditions and change the
rules of the game on the ground.
‘With this retreat, the same
question arises clearly on the
international stage: if the most
powerful nation has been forced
to back down in the face of this
resilience, how will the global
power map change from now on?

This American retreat is not
just about Tehran; it is a direct
message to all countries in
the region. The lesson is this:

whoever controls their territory
and withstands a blockade can
impose their conditions, even on
the world’s greatest power. The
Strait of Hormuz was not merely
awaterway; it became a strategic
bargaining chip, proving that
security is not bought with deals,
but rather seized through stead-
fastness and organisation.

‘What Trump did reveals the
end of along era of the “carrot
and stick” policy that Washing-
ton practiced for decades. When
the “stick” falls and only one
demand remains, it means the
“carrot” is no longer enticing.
The world has entered a new
phase: no one can dictate terms
by force alone. Iran today has not
only won a military battle, but
also the battle of narrative. It has
transformed itself from a “rogue
state” in the American media to
an “indispensable party” at the
negotiating table. This is the true
victory in politics.

Conference highlights government
readiness for a sustainable future

The conference
discusses ways to
enhance government
readiness for future
transformations, keep
pace with economic,
technological, and
environmental
changes, and

achieve sustainable

development

SALALAH: The proceedings of
the 25th Annual General Confer-
ence on “Government Readiness
for a Sustainable Future” opened
on Tuesday in the Wilayat of
Salalah. The event is organised
by the Ministry of Labour and the
Arab Administrative Develop-
ment Organisation (ARADO) of
the Arab League.

The opening of the two-day
conference was held under the
auspices of Dr. Mahad Said
Ba’Owain, Minister of Labour, in
the presence of several officials,

representatives of government
entities and the private sector,
and representatives of the Arab
Administrative Development Or-
ganisation of the Arab League.
Held as part of the activities of
the Labour Forum 2026 in Dhofar
Governorate, the conference dis-
cusses ways to enhance govern-
mentreadiness for future transfor-
mations, keep pace with economic,
technological, and environmental
changes, and achieve sustainable
development. It also explores the
role of digital transformation, in-
novation, and modern governance
in developing government work,
reviewing international experi-
ences and practices in sustainabil-
ity and government management,
and enhancing the exchange of
expertise among government, re-
gional, and international entities.
The conference focuses on
building more flexible and ef-
ficient government institutions

capable of responding to future
challenges, as well as deploying
modern technologies and data
to support decision-making and
improve the quality of public ser-
vices and policies.

Nasser Salim Al Hadhrami,
Director General of Labour in
Dhofar Governorate, explained
in a speech that organising the
conference comes as part of the
Labour Forum activities under
the theme “A Nation’s Vision: Em-

Al

powerment and Action,” within
the framework of the Ministry of
Labour’s efforts to enhance gov-
ernment work readiness to keep
pace with future transformations
and examine the challenges and
opportunities associated with
building more flexible, efficient,
and sustainable governments.

He said that the conference
forms a platform for exchanging
Arab and international experienc-
es and expertise, and discussing
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sustainable government policies,
digital governance, strategic fore-
sight, artificial intelligence, and
the development of government
competencies.

He pointed to several ministry
initiatives, including the Strate-
gic Human Resources Planning
Project in the Government Sector,
the National Occupational Com-
petency Framework, the Human
Resource Management and Devel-
opment Matrix, the Institutional
Innovation and Change Manage-
ment System, and the Artificial
Intelligence Initiative in Govern-
ment Environments, contributing
to developing institutional perfor-
mance and building future-ready
government capacities.

In a related context, Dr. Nasser
Al Hatlan Al Qahtani, Director
General of the Arab Administra-
tive Development Organisation
of the Arab League, affirmed in
a speech that rapid changes in

N T e

technology, artificial intelligence,
and economic and climate shifts
dictate that governments develop
more flexible and efficient work-
ing models, and enhance their
ability to foresee the future and
manage risks. He noted that the
conference represents a platform
for exchanging expertise and
knowledge regarding the readi-
ness of Arab governments for
sustainability requirements, and
discussing issues of digital trans-
formation, governance, artificial
intelligence, and innovation.

He emphasised the importance
of Oman Vision 2040 as a model
for future planning based on gov-
ernance, sustainability, and build-
ing national capabilities, stressing
that government readiness is not
limited to technical infrastructure,
but also requires qualified leaders,
agile institutions, advanced digital
infrastructure, and effective gov-
ernance systems. —ona

Sebia New digifél spatial portal

officially unveiled in Musandam

KHASAB: The Governorate of
Musandam recently launched its
digital spatial portal, both in Ara-
bic and English.

The digital special portal,
launched on the Governorate’s
website, reflects efforts to en-
hance digital transition and use
modern technologies to develop
its services. It provides an in-
teractive platform designed to
enable users to easily access
geographical and spatial infor-
mation and data related to the
Governorate.

The Director of the Depart-
ment of Information Technology

at the Directorate General of Ad-
ministrative and Financial Af-
fairs in Musandam Governorate,
Amna Mohammed Al Shuhhi,
said that the portal offers accu-
rate and up-to-date information
within a user-friendly, interactive
digital environment.

She added that the portal fea-
tures a range of digital services
and tools, including interactive
maps and advanced search com-
ponents that can be used in plan-
ning and decision-making. The
portal also contributes to linking
geographical data within an inte-
grated digital environment that

supports the work of government
units and enhances the efficiency
of urban planning and infrastruc-
ture development, she explained.

The new portal constitutes a
cornerstone for future projects
and initiatives that use technolo-
gies of smart cities and emerging
technologies like the Internet of
Things, artificial intelligence (AI)
and digital twins, said Amna Al
Shuhhi. This consolidates inte-
gration among different systems
and services and supports the de-
velopment of a smarter and more
sustainable future for the Gover-
norate, she observed. — ona
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10 farm usufruct contracts worth
over OMR2mn signed in Dhofar

The signing took
place as part of

the activities of

the 2026 Food
Security Forum and
Exhibition, currently
being held in the
wilayat of Salalah

SALALAH: The Ministry of
Housing and Urban Planning has
signed ten agricultural usufruct
contracts for the establishment
of projects in the agricultural and
livestock sectors in Dhofar Gov-
ernorate, with a total investment
value exceeding OMR2 million
and covering an area of over 2,000
feddans.

The signing took place as part
of the activities of the 2026 Food
Security Forum and Exhibition,
currently being held in the wilayat
of Salalah.

The signed contracts are dis-
tributed across the wilayats of
Magshin, Thumrait, Shaleem

and the Hallaniyat Islands, and
encompass a range of productive
activities and projects, including
crop cultivation, watermelon and
cantaloupe production, poultry
farming, as well as seasonal and
non-seasonal crop cultivation.
This reflects the diversity of in-
vestment opportunities linked to
the food security sector in Dhofar
Governorate.

The contracts are part of the
Ministry’s efforts to utilise govern-
ment land in support of economi-
cally and developmentally viable
investments, and to provide the
real estate enablers for investment
projects through the usufruct sys-

Oman to mark
International
Youth Day today

MUSCAT: The Sultanate of
Oman, represented by the Minis-
try of Culture, Sports and Youth,
will join its counterparts from
around the world on Wednes-
day in observing International
Youth Day, which falls annually
on 12 August.

This participation under-
scores the critical importance of
youth as the cornerstone of de-
velopment and the architects of
future civilizational progress.

The Ministry of Culture,
Sports and Youth affirmed that
Omani youth are an integral part

of the nation’s growth trajectory,
actively contributing to shaping
both the present and the future
of the country. In order to further
strengthen their role across vari-
ous domains of national endeav-
our, the Ministry—through the
Directorate General of Youth—
has continued its efforts through-
out 2025 and 2026 to build com-
munication bridges with young
people, listen to their views and
aspirations, and provide safe
environments for dialogue on
issues that affect and empower
youth engagement. — ona

CPA seeking to make
interactions simpler

<FROM The Consumer Pass-
Al port is being developed

as an additional digital

channel alongside the

CPA’s existing services,
providing consumers with amore
centralised way to engage with
the authority. The move comes
as consumer protection increas-
ingly relies on timely access to
information, efficient complaint
handling and greater awareness

of consumer rights. By provid-
ing users with a single digital ac-
count, the CPA is seeking to make
these interactions simpler and
more transparent.

Further details, including the
official launch date and the full
range of services that will be
available through the Consumer
Passport, are expected to be an-
nounced by the authority ahead
of'its public rollout.

tem. This contributes to strength-
ening food security projects,
boosting local production, and
encouraging the private sector to
establish sustainable agricultural
and livestock ventures.

The contracts were signed on
behalf of the Ministry by Eng.
Khalfan Masoud Al Naabi, Direc-
tor General of Housing and Urban
Planning in Dhofar Governorate,
alongside representatives of a
number of local companies and
institutions.

These projects are expected to
support national objectives re-
lated to economic diversification,
investment promotion, the de-

velopment of productive sectors,
and the achievement of sustain-
ability within the food security
ecosystem.

The Ministry emphasises the
importance of integrated coor-
dination between government
entities and the private sector in
creating a conducive investment
environment, maximising the
utilisation of government land,
and directing it towards high-val-
ue-added projects, thereby rein-
forcing the food security system
and enhancing the contribution
of productive sectors to the na-
tional economy.

— ONA
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Roval Air Force of Oman celebrates
graduation of new batch of recruits

MUSCAT: The Royal Air Force
of Oman (RAFO) on Tuesday cel-
ebrated the graduation of a new
batch of recruits at the military pa-
rade ground at Ghala Base and the
Sultan Qaboos Air Academy.

The event was held under the
patronage of Retired Major Gen-
eral Abdulaziz Abdullah Al Man-
thri, and in the presence of Air
Vice Marshal Khamis Hammad Al
Ghafri, Commander of the Royal
Air Force of Oman.

Diverse military displays
The ceremony featured a series of
diverse military displays.

Then, the graduates chanted
the anthem of the Royal Air Force
of Oman, took the oath of loyalty,
pledged allegiance and proclaimed
thrice: “Long live His Majesty
Sultan Haitham bin Tarik, the Su-
preme Commander.”

Outstanding performers of
the course were also recognised.
Recruit Ali Mohammed Belhaf
secured first place overall for the
course, Recruit Munthir Musa-
bih Al Ghamlasi achieved top
honours in military drill, and
Recruit Mohammed Nasser Al
Adawi earned first place in light
weapons marksmanship.

— ONA

Elite Forum for athletes participating
in Asian Games in Japan organised

MUSCAT: Oman Olympic Com-
mittee, represented by the Omani
Athletes Committee, organised
the Elite Forum for athletes par-
ticipating in the 20th Asian Games
“Aichi-Nagoya 2026”, scheduled to
be held next September.

The organisation of the forum
comes within the framework of
Oman Olympic Committee’s keen-
ness to enhance the readiness of
athletes participating in the Asian
Games and prepare them with
various knowledge and informa-
tion that contribute to supporting
their participation and honourable
representation of the Sultanate of
Oman, alongside promoting direct
communication between athletes,
the Omani Athletes Committee,
and relevant entities.

The Sultanate of Oman is par-
ticipating in the Games’ competi-
tions through ten national teams
represented in athletics, tackwon-
do, shooting, hockey, golf, fencing,
cricket, weightlifting, sailing, and
beach volleyball.

The forum included several
awareness and knowledge pillars

that focused on sports, admin-
istrative, health, psychological,
and legal aspects associated with
athletes’ participation in major
sports events.

Safe sports environment

These included raising athletes’
awareness of their rights and du-
ties in accordance with the prin-
ciples of the Olympic Movement,
promoting a culture of athlete
protection and providing a safe
sports environment, spreading
awareness about anti-doping and

compliance with relevant inter-
national regulations and rules,
alongside enhancing psychological
well-being and managing stress as-
sociated with major competitions.

The forum also sought to famil-
iarise athletes with administra-
tive procedures, travel arrange-
ments, and official representation
of the Sultanate of Oman, as well
as enhancing the clarity of roles
and responsibilities and elevating
readiness levels before and during
participation in the Games.

The forum featured a diverse

program of presentations, aware-
ness sessions, and panel discus-
sions addressing a group of pillars
related to athletes’ readiness to
participate in the Asian Games.

The programme concluded with
a panel discussion with the ath-
letes, offering them a space to in-
teract, raise inquiries, and discuss
various topics related to their par-
ticipation in the Asian Games, in
addition to exchanging views and
raising challenges and needs with
the Omani Athletes Committee
and relevant entities. — ona
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Oman expresses solidarity,
condolences to Colombia

MUSCAT: The Sultanate of
Oman has conveyed its sincere
solidarity and condolences to the
government and people of the
friendly Republic of Colombia
in the wake of the devastating
earthquake that struck western
Colombia, resulting in a number
of fatalities and injuries.

In a statement issued yester-
day by the Foreign Ministry, the
Sultanate of Oman expressed its
deepest sympathies to the fami-
lies of the victims and extended
its earnest wishes for a speedy re-
covery to the injured, as well as for
the successful mitigation of the
aftermath of this natural disaster.
— ONA
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P.O. BOX 560, RUWI, POSTAL CODE 112, SULTANATE OF OMAN
[Factory Al Misfah West, Bausher, Tel. # 00968 24437070 ext. 102, Fax # 00968 24437777]

TENDERS

The company invites specialized companies to participate in the following tender:

(s.s.p,uh)Ol_().cs uﬂ_‘u“ 1 ! &bﬁh
Oman Cement Company ..o

S| Tender| Deadline for | Deadline for
3 | Tender 1D Description Fee | Requestfor |Submission of
Tenders Offers
ELECTRICAL MCC ROOM 01st September
1. |1580000586-26| CONSTRUCTION & TRANSFORMER VFD| Free 2712?;‘3:535226 2026
INSTALLATION 2359 Hours
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF 01st September
2. [1720000244-26|  SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANTS AT | Free 27”‘2;“'3?45;&226 2026
FACTORY SITE & HOUSING - STP 2359 Hours
3 |1650000364.26| MINING, CRUSHING, TRANSPORTATION| - [27th August 2026 o1t i%pztgmbe’
g & SUPPLY OF GYPSUM 2359 Hours 2359 Hours

accordingly.

The Company’s account is detailed below:
Account name:

Bank Name: Bank Muscat SAOG
Account number: 0423 01086 3070 017
Account Type: OMR

SWIFT Code: BMUSOMRX

Contact details: Office number: +968 22705601, 22705566.

Oman Cement Company SAOG

To request for tender documents, Please scan the code and fill the requirements.

Tender documents can be obtained by scanning the barcode provided at the bottom of this
advertisement. Bidders are required to complete all the requested information in the form
to submit their request. Upon successful submission, the tender documents will be shared

The last date for submission of offers is on Tuesday, 2359 hours, detailed date on the above
table, accompanied by a bid bond issued by any local bank in Oman (equivalent to 1%) of the
total tender value. The bid bond must be valid for 120 days from the last date of submission
of offers, and the ORIGINAL bid bond must be submitted on the tender box at the reception
of our Administration Building, Al Misfah West factory Site, Bausher, Muscat, Oman.

OF> 710

e

For inquiries, please contact nasser.said@omancement.com & yaqub.tamtami@omancement.com

Oman’s
population
tops 5.3mn

MUSCAT: Oman’s popula-
tion reached approximately
5,398,645 by the end of June
2026, reflecting a growth of 1.7
percent compared to the end
of June 2025, when it stood at
5,306,976.

Data from the monthly sta-
tistical bulletin issued by the
National Centre for Statistics
and Information (NCSI) indi-
cated that the number of Oma-
nis reached 3,063,949 by the
end of June 2026, representing
56.75 percent of the total popu-
lation of the Sultanate of Oman,
while the number of expatriates
reached 2,334,696, representing
43.25 percent.

At the governorate level,
Muscat Governorate had the
largest population, with a
total of 1,542,619, represent-
ing 28.6 percent of the total
population of the Sultanate of
Oman. — ona

Spider-Man: Brand New Day - Everyday
Hero with Modern Mysteries

pider-Man: Brand New
S Day comes with intrigu-

ingly familiar things,
and yet there is something
distinct about it. The Marvel
Cinematic Universe (MCU) has
been increasingly exploring the
territories of mind manipula-
tion, possession, psychological
control, etc. recently; that’s
where the film meanders into.
The powers that blur the line
between science, magic, and the
supernatural come to play in
this film in a gripping and emo-
tionally powerful manner.

Itis the same youthful energy
that Tom Holland brings back
as Peter Parker. Something that
has always defined his portrayal
of the character. Despite the
decades that have passed, Hol-
land still carries the appearance
and exudes the vulnerability of
the teenage Parker image fixed
in our minds.

Peter is much lonelier and
more isolated this time after
the events of the previous film.
Post the loss of his aunt, Peter
isliving largely on his own - by
choice and carrying the emo-
tional outcomes of his decisions
to protect those closest to him.

Peter’s relationship with MJ
(Zendaya) is probably the most
poignant element of his journey
after he’d previously erased
himself from the memories of
his closest friends to keep them
safe. So, ironically, MJ knows
him, but not the Peter Parker
she once knew. It becomes an
unexpectedly painful experi-
ence for Peter watching her
move on with another relation-
ship. Holland exhibits much
of that pain without words,
particularly in the momentary
expressions and flashes that re-
veal sentiments he is unwilling
to acknowledge.

His confrontations with Ned
Leeds (Jacob Batalon) carry an
unusual mix of warmth, long-
ing, nostalgia, and emotional
bond. Peter can remember the
past but simply cannot reclaim.

Sadie Sink as Jean Grey is the

most intriguing addition in the

Peter is much lonelier
and more isolated this
fime after the events of
the previous film. Post
the loss of his aunt, Peter
is living largely on his
own - by choice and
carrying the emotional
outcomes of his
decisions to profect
those closest to him

film. She is a mutant capable of
extraordinary telepathic abili-
ties, who becomes a mysterious
and challenging presence. She

can enter minds, influence ac-
tions, and effectively use others
as extensions of herself, making
them do what she wants to do.
Sadie brings an intensity that
makes her character difficult to
understand and even harder to
dismiss.

‘While most of the time Jean
appears to be an antagonist,
leading Peter into conflict with
her. Peterleads Jean into the
custody of William Metzger
(Tramell Tillman), who heads
the Department of Damage
Control. As the climax arrives
and the truth behind Jean’s ac-
tions is revealed gradually, with
memories of her sister Sara, the
storyline takes a flip, and Peter
eventually chooses to help and
not fight her.

For the traditional lovers of
Spider-Man, the spectacle is
likewise rewarding, with the
familiar aerial sequences across
New York’s skyline with spec-
tacular 3D effects, breathtaking
falls, impossible rescues, and
cheering crowds. Interestingly,
the appearance of Hulk adds
another layer to the action and
fortifies the film’s connection
with the MCU.

Spider-Man: Brand New Day
offers an entertaining mix of
memories, showbiz, feelings,
along with superhero drama. It
also balances action with con-
versations around humanity,
morality, good and evil, and the
choices that define individuals.

The author is Founder Festival Di-
rector, KidzCINEMA and Culture
Cinema Film Festivals in India
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COMPANY REPORT FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 30TH JUNE 2026

Dear Shareholders,

SLE R

Thanking you,

Mr. Abdullah Saud M. Al Romaih
Chairman

Muscat Gases Company SAOG
PO Box 11, PC 124, Rusayl, Sultanate of Oman.
Tel: 22526900, Email: info@muscatgas.com

We would like to present to you the unaudited consolidated financial statements for the period ended
30th June 2026.

At the group level, the total turnover of the Company for the period ended 30th June 2026 is 11.661 million
= compared with 13.144 million == for the same period of the last year, i.e. a decrease of 11%.

The parent Company’s total turnover for the period ended 30th June 2026 is 10.879 million - compared
with 12.406 million == for the same period of last year, i.e. a decrease of 12%.

At the group level, net loss after tax for the period ended 30th June 2026 is == (110,071) compared with
re-stated net profit of 1,720,706 - for the same period of the last year.

The parent Company’s net profit after tax for the period ended 30th June 2026 is 64,405 - compared
with re-stated net profit of 1,730,114 -2 for the same period of the last year.

During the year 2025, Management has restated the inventories to match with 1AS 8 and corresponding
corrections in cost of revenue where the current year results were affected by positive 2,163,894 2.
The same took place for the year 2024 that was affected by the same amount negatively. The above
restatement has no impact on Retained Earnings and Equity

The Management is focusing on the enhancement of LPG business to yield better results in the coming
period and the Company will put all its efforts to maximise the shareholders return.

SEPARATE AND CONSOLIDATED UNAUDITED STATEMENT OF PROFIT OR LOSS AND OTHER

Revenue
Cost of sales

Gross Profit

COMPREHENSIVE INCOME FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 30 JUNE 2026

General and administration expenses
Investment and Other Income

Profit for the period before tax
Provision for Income tax

Net Profit for the period after tax
Other comprehensive income

Total comprehensive income

Earnings per share

30 June 2026 30 June 2025

Parent == Group == Parent == Group ==
10,879,338 11,660,841 12,406,462 13,144,539
(10,324,548) | (11,104,531) |  (9,843,926) | (10,413,097)
554,790 556,310 2,562,536 2,731,442
(493,931) (669,960) (564,533) (737,747)
14,912 14,995 42,589 42,589
75,771 (98,655) 2,040,592 2,036,284
(11,366) (11,416) (310,478) (315,578)
64,405 (110,071) 1,730,114 1,720,706
64,405 (110,071) 1,730,114 1,720,706
0.002 (0.004) 0.058 0.057

Note: The complete account will be sent by email to any Shareholders who request them in either Arabic or English as requested within 7 days of the request.

SEPARATE AND CONSOLIDATED UNAUDITED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

AS AT 30 JUNE 2026

ASSETS

Non-current Assets:

Property, plant and equipment
Right of use assets

Deffered Tax Asset

Investment

Goodwill

Trade Receivable

Total Non-current Assets
Current Assets:

Inventories

Trade and other receivables
Cash and cash equivalents
Total Current Assets

TOTAL ASSETS

EQUITY AND LIABILITIES
Equity:

Share capital

Statutory reserve

Special reserve

Land revaluation reserve
Retained earnings

Total Equity

Non-current Liabilties:

End of service benefits

Non current portion of Term Loan
Non current portion of lease liabilities
Deferred tax

Total Non-current Liabilities
Current Liabilties:

Trade and other payables

Bank overdraft

Current portion of Term Loan
Current portion of lease liabilities
Income Tax

Total Current Liabilities

Total Liabilities

TOTAL EQUITY AND LIABILITIES
Net Assets Per Share (RO)

30 June 2026 30 June 2025 31 December 2025
Parent Group Parent Group Parent Group
e e e e e e
2,944,373 | 3,267,092 | 2,660,212 | 3,023,260 | 3,032,227 | 3,404,324
270,269 270,269 196,694 196,694 276,292 276,292
2,004,118 -| 2,004,118 -| 2,004,118 -

- 996,800 996,800 - 996,800
490,558 490,558 - - 490,558 490,558
5,709,318 | 5,024,719 | 4,861,024 | 4,216,754 | 5,803,195| 5,167,974
857,035| 1,094,305| 1,066,861 | 1,244,483 876,604 | 1,105,346
3,929,979 | 3,959,045| 4,512,819 4,367,238 | 3,255,200 3,195,853
1,358,021 | 1,504,831 | 1,187,350 | 1,347,545| 1,676,146 1,915,049
6,145,035| 6,558,181 | 6,767,030| 6,959,266 | 5,807,950| 6,216,249
11,854,353 | 11,582,900 | 11,628,054 | 11,176,020 | 11,611,145 | 11,384,222
3,000,000 | 3,000,000| 3,000,000| 3,000,000| 3,000,000| 3,000,000
1,000,000 | 1,015,863 | 1,000,000| 1,015,863 | 1,000,000| 1,015,863
1,457,067 | 1,457,067 | 1,457,067 | 1,457,067 | 1,457,067 | 1,457,067
1,292,166 | 1,370,366 807,666 807,666 | 1,292,166 | 1,370,366
(738,778) | (1,000,697) | (501,293) | (661,457)| (803,183)| (884,548)
6,010,455 | 5,842,599 | 5,763,440 | 5,619,139 | 5,946,050 | 5,958,748
154,931 202,075 134,431 166,998 144,223 185,204
335,291 335,291 252,916 252,916 323,995 323,995
115,605 128,657 92,532 94,375 115,605 128,657
605,827 666,023 479,879 514,289 583,823 637,856
4,581,434 4417591 | 5,281,130 | 4,938,664 | 4,638,013| 4,334,471
614,989 614,989 74,203 74,203 413,115 413,115
10,064 10,064 9,184 9,184 9,926 9,926
31,584 31,634 20,218 20,541 20,218 30,106
5,238,071 | 5,074,278 | 5,384,736 | 5,042,592 | 5,081,272 | 4,787,618
5,843,898 | 5,740,301 | 5,864,614| 5,556,881 | 5,665,095| 5,425,474
11,854,353 | 11,582,900 | 11,628,054 | 11,176,020 | 11,611,145 | 11,384,222
0.200 0.195 0.192 0.187 0.198 0.199
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KHAREEF SEASON

SALALAH: As Khareef season
reaches its peak, Salalah is once
again revealing one of the region’s
most extraordinary natural trans-
formations. From now through
the end of September, the Dhofar
landscape takes on a dramatic new
character, as seasonal rains bring
the mountains to life with lush
greenery, flowing waterfalls, mist-
covered valleys and cool, refresh-
ing weather.

For visitors arriving during
Khareef, Salalah offers an expe-
rience unlike any other in the
Arabian Peninsula. The familiar
desert landscape gives way to
rolling green hills, cloud-covered
mountains, natural springs and
spectacular waterfalls, creating
a setting that feels almost other-
worldly. As mist drifts across the
mountains and rain-fed streams
flow through the valleys, the des-
tination becomes a natural retreat
shaped entirely by the season.

At the heart of this experience
is Hawana Salalah, Oman’s largest
integrated tourism destination,
ideally positioned along the Ara-
bian Sea and offering a gateway to
explore the region’s natural won-
ders while enjoying an extensive
range of hospitality, dining and lei-
sure experiences.

Hawana Salalah brings together
four distinctive hotels, giving trav-
ellers a choice of experiences to
suit different styles of travel. Sala-
lah Rotana Resort offers an expan-
sive five-star resort experience,
while Fanar Hotel & Residences
combines beachfront living with
a vibrant resort atmosphere. Ju-
weira Boutique Hotel offers an
intimate adults-focused escape
overlooking the marina, while The
Club by Fanar provides an exclu-
sive setting with its own distinc-
tive character.

The destination also offers a va-
riety of experiences beyond its ho-
tels. Guests can explore the mari-
na, enjoy an extensive selection of
restaurants and cafés, spend time
along the coastline, or discover
family-friendly attractions includ-
ing Hawana Aqua Park. Together,
these experiences provide visitors
with the opportunity to combine
the natural beauty of Khareef with
memorable moments of relaxa-
tion, adventure and discovery.

For families, couples, honey-

REENER

HAWANA
SALALAH HOTELS

At the heart of this
experience is Hawana
Salalah, Oman’s largest
integrated fourism
destination, ideally
positioned along the Arabian
Sea and offering a gateway
fo explore the region’s
natural wonders while
enjoying an extensive range
of hospitality, dining and
|eisure experiences

mooners and groups of friends,
Khareef offers an opportunity
to experience a different side of
Oman. Days can begin beneath
cool, cloudy skies and continue
with excursions into the green
mountains, visits to waterfalls and
natural springs, or scenic drives
through the mist-covered land-
scapes of Dhofar.

With the season continuing
until the end of September, travel-
lers still have time to experience
the greenery, mist, waterfalls and
cooler climate that make Salalah
so distinctive. Whether seeking a
family getaway, a romantic escape
or simply a chance to reconnect
with nature, Hawana Salalah of-
fers an ideal base from which to
experience the season.

Guests can explore exclusive
Khareef'stay offers across Hawana
Salalah’s hotels and plan their sea-
sonal escape today.

Book your Khareef escape:
Website: https://hawanasalalah.
com/offers/khareef-escape/
Tel: +968 2327 5748

Email: hotels.reservations@
hawanasalalah.com
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extradition request’

The official
response came after
Bangladesh Prime
Minister Tarique
Rahman and Indian
High Commissioner
Dinesh Trivedi held
talks to discuss

several key issues

NEW DELHI: India on Tuesday
affirmed that Dhaka’s request for
the extradition of former Bang-
ladesh Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina is being examined as per
established procedures and reit-
erated that its stand on the issue
remains unchanged.

Addressing a bi-weekly media
briefing in New Delhi on Tues-
day, Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal stated that the matter
concerning Hasina’s extradition
was being processed, while in-
vestigations into the case involv-
ing the suspects in the murder of
Bangladeshi activist Sharif Os-
man Hadi are currently underway.

“Our High Commissioner met
with the Prime Minister of Bang-
ladesh yesterday, and they dis-
cussed matters of mutual inter-
est. On the other two issues that
you raised about the extradition
of the former Prime Minister, as
also the case of Hadi. On Hadi, I
told you that this is a legal matter
in which investigations are ongo-
ing presently. As far as the extradi-
tion matter is concerned, as I said
before, our position has been very
clear on this particular matter:
that we are looking into the case

Bangladesh House panel
chief reaffirms ties with India

DHAKA : Bangladesh
remains committed to
maintaining a constructive,
mutually beneficial baseline
in its bilateral ties with
India, according to Jahrat
Adib Chowdhury, Chairper-
son of the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Speaking to ANI, Chowd-
hury emphasised that the
newly elected government,
led by the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP), is
approaching foreign policy
through a “Bangladesh
First” lens while prioritising

as per established processes that
we have on our side,” said Jaiswal.

The official response came af-
ter Bangladesh Prime Minister
Tarique Rahman and Indian High

LINCOLN

PRESENTS

3RD EDITION

SHE GROWS. SHE

INDIVIDUAL

Lifetime Achievement
e Business Leader of the Year
e Entrepreneur of the Year

stable engagement with its
largest neighbour.

“Indiais our largest
neighbour. For Bangladesh,
obviously, we want to have a
very good, healthy relation-
ship with our neighbour...
‘When it comes to foreign
relationships, we have
presented our ‘Bangladesh
First’ approach. And that
is very clear--that we want
to build all our foreign
relationships based ona
win-win strategy. And that
would be the baseline for
our relationship with India.”
—ANI

Commissioner Dinesh Trivedi
held talks yesterday to discuss
several key issues, including
Hasina’s extradition and the re-
turn of those accused in Hadi’s

murder, local media reported.

Following the high-level
meeting in Dhaka, a press re-
lease issued by the Rahman’s
PM’s Press Wing noted, “Bang-
ladesh hopes that India will ex-
pedite the process of extraditing
Sheikh Hasina.”

Concurrently, Bangladesh has
called upon India to hand over the
accused involved in the murder of
Hadi, according to Bangladeshi
daily Prothom Alo.

Hadi was shot in the head on
December 12 last year by assail-
ants firing from a moving motor-
cycle while riding a rickshaw on
Paltan Road in Dhaka. He was
subsequently airlifted to Singa-
pore for medical treatment but
succumbed to his injuries on De-
cember 18.

Earlier this year, the Bangla-
desh High Commission in Kol-
kata stated, “The Kolkata Police
informed this Deputy High Com-
mission in a message that two
Bangladeshi citizens named Fais-
al Karim Masud (37) and Alamgir
Hossain (34) have been arrested.
Indian media has identified these
two individuals as suspects in the
Shahid Sharif Osman Bin Hadi
murder case. Immediately af-
ter this news was published, the
Deputy High Commission estab-
lished the necessary contact with
the Indian authorities in Kolkata
and requested the Government of
India to provide consular access.”

Meanwhile, Indian High Com-
missioner Trivedi described his
initial interaction with Prime
Minister Rahman as “fruitful”,
remarking that the two nations do
not merely share a physical bor-
der but also “share dreams”, as per
Bangladeshi local media.

Following the engagement
with Rahman, the Indian High
Commission posted on X that
the envoy communicated India’s
intent to collaborate with the
Bangladeshi administration and
its citizens in a “positive, con-
structive and forward-looking
manner”, -ant
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Some shipping
stops as Rhine
hits new lows

BERLIN: New record-low water
levels have been measured on the
Rhine, a vital transport water-
way, with some cargo vessel own-
ers stopping shipping on river
sections in the south.

The inland navigation agency
WSV reported that the gauge at
Kaub, near Koblenz, had fallen
to an all-time low of 15 centi-
metres (5.9 inches) on Tuesday,
indicating that the river depth
is about 115 centimeters at its
deepest point.

A commodity trader told the
Reuters news agency that it was
“no longer to book cargo ship-
ments on the Rhine past Kaub.”

“Most sailings there have

stopped,” the trader said.

Traders said that sailings on
northern sections of the river
were continuing,.

Germany, along with much of
Europe, has experienced a series
of heat waves and a long period
without meaningful rainfall this
summer, leading to low water lev-
els in several rivers.

The situation is having not
only an environmental but also
an economic impact, with com-
panies that are reliant on goods
normally transported via water
suffering supply shortfalls. The
ships that are still sailing are car-
rying much lighter loads than
usual and at higher prices. -ow
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CELEBRATING WOMEN WHO LEAD

THE ORIGIN AWARDS 2026 celebrate cutstanding women, organisations, and initiatives
that are driving meaningful progress across communities, workplaces and society.
€ including business, government,
ia, entrepreneurship, arts, sports
vation and

e Sports Icon of the Year
¢ Health and Wellness Icon of the Year
e Social Change Champion

e Excellence in Women in Leadership
e Excellence in Women-Centric Products and Services

e Excellence in Women Empowerment at Workplace

SME of the Year

CEO of the Year

CFO of the Year

CHRO of the Year

Industry Leader of the Year
Public Service Leader of the Year

Digital Transformation Leader of the Year
Young Corporate Leader of the Year (Under 35)

e Marketing Leader of the Year

@ AMCHAM | FLOWARD

: £330 asianpaints 'z ﬁ
pusireznts | Betta | 4

FOR M

! MORE INFORMATION . CONTACT:

SYED AMIR SALEEM; Sy, arT
SAMLIEEY RAMA: Sar
SHAMIK RaQ: sharmik_rao@mmi.or

ROGANNA PALL

e Excellence in CSR Initiative for Women
e Excellence in Female Entrepreneurship Support

PARTHERSHIPS AND AWARDS

Ermima

| P68 TBATIRGL
1«58 972214630
| =958 7933049

SPEAKIMG OPPORTUMNITIES
+R58 SNTITIG

MOSANMRAEMITI]. O

ostatuis | | | feaders | KON | wits |




TIMES OF OMAN

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12, 2026 | A7

ailf

Former Syrian president Assad sentenced to death in absentia

DAMASCUS: Former Syr-
ian President Bashar al-Assad was
sentenced to death in absentia by
a criminal court in Damascus on
Tuesday, after being convicted of
premeditated murder, while Atef
Najib, former head of political se-
curity in southern Syria’s Deraa
province, was also sentenced to
death after being found guilty of
premeditated murder and torture,
Al Jazeerareported.

According to the Times of Israel,
the Damascus court’s ruling marks
the first death sentence against As-
sad by Syria’s transitional authori-
ties, which began proceedings this
year against figures associated
with his former government, both
in person and in absentia.

According to court convictions,
Assad was convicted over charges
linked to the 13-year civil war,
with the case also described as in-
volving “war crimes” and “crimes
against humanity”.

Assad fled Syria with his family
in December 2024 as opposition
forcesled by Hayat Tahrir al-Sham
(HTS) advanced towards Damas-
cus. He was subsequently granted
asylum in Russia.

Assad was ousted after HTS-
led opposition forces launched an
offensive from the northwestern
province of Idlib and reached Da-

mascus in the early hours of De-
cember 8, 2024, bringing an end to
more than five decades of rule by
the Assad family.

Ahmed al-Sharaa, whose forces
led the offensive that removed As-
sad, subsequently became the head
of Syria’s transitional authorities,
after which he pledged to hold ac-
countable those responsible for
bloodshed and atrocities commit-
ted during the Assad era.

Al-Sharaa also became the first
Syrian leader in nearly 60 years to
address the UN General Assembly,
where he called for the complete

lifting of sanctions imposed on
Syria. The Trump administra-
tion later revoked the foreign ter-
rorist organisation designation
of Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham (HTS),
also known as the al-Nusra Front,
which spearheaded the movement
that led to Assad’s ouster under al-
Sharaa’s leadership.

Following his departure from
Syria, Assad issued his first public
remarks in a statement attributed
to him and published on the Syrian
presidency’s Telegram channel.

Assad denied that his departure
hadbeen planned and rejected claims

that he had left Syria during the final
stages of fighting in Damascus.

“First, my departure from Syria
was neither planned nor did it oc-
cur during the final hours of the
battles, as some have claimed,” the
statement read.

“On the contrary, I remained in
Damascus, carrying out my duties
until the early hours of Sunday, De-
cember 8,2024,” it added.

According to the statement, As-
sad moved to a Russian military
base in the coastal city of Latakia
after opposition forces entered
Damascus, saying he intended to

132 killed, 570 injured
in Colombia quake

Tremors were felt

in several cities
across Colombia,
including the capital
Bogota, where
alarms sounded and
people in several
buildings evacuated
to the streets as a

precaution

PEREIRA: At least 132 people
have died and 570 others have
been injured after a magnitude 7.4
earthquake struck Colombia ear-
lier on Monday, CNN reported, cit-
ing the Colombian Association of
Capital Cities.

The association, which partici-
pated in a disaster response meet-
ing with the president, said the
city of Pereira alone has reported
60 deaths.

According to the association,
five capital cities across the
country are under a red alert. It
added that 86 buildings have col-
lapsed and operations at seven
airports have been suspended,
CNN reported.

Pereira, a city of around 500,000
people, lies less than 64 km from
the epicentre, according to The

New York Times.

Tremors were felt in several
cities across Colombia, including
the capital Bogota, where alarms
sounded and people in several
buildings evacuated to the streets
as aprecaution.

Earlier, President Abelardo de la
Espriella said that 1,577 residen-
tial buildings had been damaged,
while 37 others were completely
destroyed. He added that more
than 60 buildings had collapsed,
along with damage to 18 health
centres and 52 schools, The New
York Times reported.

The department of Risaralda
in western-central Colombia has
emerged as the worst-hit area,
Risaralda Governor Juan Diego
Patino told radio station BluRadio.

In a statement, de la Espriella
said he had convened an emer-
gency committee to address the
damage and pledged that the

government “will do whatever is
necessary” to protect those af-
fected. He added that he would
“personally lead efforts” to steer
the country through the after-
math of the quake.

The US Geological Survey
(USGS) recorded the quake at
around 7:34 am local time with an
epicentre near San Jose del Palmar
in Colombia’s Choco area, around
280 kilometres west of Bogota, at a
depth of 107 kilometres.

According to CNN, the governor
of Colombia’s northwestern area
of Choco, Nubia Carolina Cordoba
Curi, confirmed that in the region-
al capital, Quibdo, “there are in-
jured people and severe damage to
buildings” and expressed concern
about possible aftershocks.

Meanwhile, Bogota Mayor Car-
los F Galan announced on X that
six collection points for donations
are being set up, seeking essential

supplies including drinking water,
blankets, non-perishable food, hy-
giene products and first-aid mate-
rials for affected communities.

“In Bogota, we have set up 6
collection points to receive dona-
tions for the cities most affected
by the earthquake. Needed: drink-
ing water, blankets, quilts, mats,
non-perishable food, personal hy-
giene items, and first aid supplies.
Please, if you can donate, do so,” he
wrote on X.

He further added, “So far, no se-
rious impacts have been reported
in Bogota. On the other hand, eve-
rything has already been coordi-
nated with the National Govern-
ment so that 100 rescuers from
Bogota can travel to the most af-
fected cities and support search
and rescue operations. We are
ready to continue helping so that
the response is as swift as possible.
We are all in this together.” -an

oversee military operations.

He claimed that after the mili-
tary position became untenable,
Moscow requested that the base
command arrange his evacuation
to Russia.

“With no viable means of leav-
ing the base, Moscow requested
that the base’s command arrange
animmediate evacuation to Russia
onthe evening of Sunday 8 Decem-
ber,” the statement said.

The statement added that the
evacuation took place after the fall
of Damascus and the collapse of
the remaining military positions
and state institutions.

Assad also defended his years in
power and said he considered him-
self the “custodian” of a national
project supported by Syrians.

“I have carried an unwavering
conviction in their will and abil-
ity to protect the state, defend
its institutions, and uphold their
choices to the very last moment,”
the statement said.

“When the state falls into the
hands of terrorism, and the ability
to make a meaningful contribution
is lost, any position becomes void
of purpose, rendering its occupa-
tion meaningless,” it added.

Assad became president in 2000
following the death of his father,
Hafez al-Assad, and ruled Syria for

more than two decades.

His presidency was marked by
a devastating civil war that began
in 2011, when protests erupted
against the government as part
of the wider “Arab Spring” pro-
democracy uprisings across the
Middle East.

The demonstrations were met
with a deadly crackdown by Syrian
security forces, eventually trans-
forming the unrest into an armed
conflict that lasted for more than
13 years.

Hundreds of thousands of people
were killed during the war, while
Syria became fragmented amid
fighting between different forces.

Rights groups accused Assad’s
government of widespread human
rights violations during the conflict.
Followingthe collapse of his govern-
ment, opposition fighters and rights
advocates reported discovering evi-
dence of alleged abuses, torture and
mass executions at prisons that had
held thousands of detainees. Tens
of thousands of Syrians believed to
have been held in government cus-
tody remain unaccounted for.

The death sentence against As-
sad now represents a major judi-
cial action by Syria’s transitional
authorities against the former
leadership, while Assad remains
outside the country in Russia. -ant

Iran condemns
Israel’s strikes
on Lebanon

TEHRAN: Iran on Tuesday
strongly condemned Israel’s
strikes on southern Lebanon over
the weekend, accusing the Unit-
ed States of being an “accomplice
and partner” in Israeli crimes in
Lebanon, occupied Palestine and
the wider region due to Washing-
ton’s “comprehensive support”
for Israel.

Spokesperson for Iran’s Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs, Esmaeil
Baqaei, in a statement con-
demned the “brutal attacks” by
Israel on areas in southern Leba-
non over the past few days, say-
ing the strikes had resulted in the
deaths and injuries of Lebanese

citizens and the destruction of

infrastructure and homes.

Bagaei also criticised the con-
tinuation of Israeli attacks and
what he described as violations
of Lebanon’s territorial integrity
and national sovereignty.

“Ismail Beqgaei, the spokes-
man for the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, strongly condemned
the brutal attacks by the Zi-
onist regime against areas in
southern Lebanon over the past
few days, which have resulted

in the martyrdom and injury of

a number of Lebanese citizens
and the destruction of infra-
structure and people’s homes,”
the ministry said.

Beqaei also blamed what he
called the silence and indiffer-
ence of international institu-
tions, particularly the United
Nations Security Council, for
allowing Israel to continue its
actions.

“Referring to the continua-
tion of the occupation regime’s

attacks and the violation of

Lebanon’s territorial integrity

and national sovereignty, the
spokesman for the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs considered the
silence and indifference of in-
ternational institutions, espe-
cially the United Nations Secu-
rity Council, to be the cause of
the Zionist regime’s further ar-
rogance and the continuation of
its aggression and crimes,” the
statement added.

The Iranian Foreign Ministry
spokesperson further accused
the US of being an accomplice
and partner in Israel’s actions be-
cause of its support for Israel.

He said the US “ruling delega-
tion”, due to its “comprehensive
support for the occupation re-
gime”, was “considered an ac-
complice and partner in all the
Zionist regime’s crimes in Leba-
non, occupied Palestine, and the
entire region.”

The comments came after
Israeli forces fired 455 projec-
tiles into southern Lebanon and
breached Lebanese airspace 97
times between Friday and Sun-
day, according to the United Na-
tions Interim Force in Lebanon
(UNIFIL).

UNIFIL said in a statement
on Monday that Saturday alone
accounted for 229 projectiles,
the highest single-day total re-
corded by the peacekeeping mis-
sion since June 21. An airstrike
was also reported in Al Mansuri
on Sunday. Most of the airspace
violations  involved  drones,
while helicopters and fighter jets
were also observed, UN Deputy
Spokesperson Farhan Haq said.

UN peacekeepers also tracked
two Israeli boats moving north
through Lebanese waters before
turning back south on Friday.-ant

Trump advocates overhaul of US childhood vaccine policy

WASHINGTON, DC: US Presi-
dent Donald Trump on Monday
(local time) signed an executive
order, saying his administration
would recognise “Gold Stand-
ard” recommendations for 11 core
vaccinations against serious and
dangerous diseases, along with
the measles, mumps, and rubella
(MMR) vaccine.

Trump said that for years, the
US had recommended more child-
hood vaccines than other peer na-
tions, with children in some cases
receiving up to 72 vaccine doses.

“Effective immediately, my ad-
ministration is recognising Gold
Standard childhood vaccine rec-
ommendations for only 11 core
vaccinations against the most
serious and dangerous diseases,
along with the MMR,” Trump said,
while signing an executive order
in the Oval Office, adding that the
MMR vaccine should be admin-
istered as three separate vaccina-

tions at different times.
“No parent should feel the pres-
sure of immediately after their

child is born, and a bunch of vac-
cines are pressured and pushed
upon them. This is about freedom

at the end of the day,” he added.

US Health Secretary Robert F
Kennedy Jr said the administra-
tion would ensure vaccine ac-
cess while strengthening safety
monitoring, research, and parental
choice in healthcare decisions.

“We will preserve access to
vaccines, strengthen safety moni-
toring, expand research, give
doctors and parents better in-
formation, and restore informed
consent and parental choice to
their rightful place in American
medicine,” he said.

National Institutes of Health
(NIH) Director Jay Bhattacharya
said the move would restore the
autonomy of families and parents
to make decisions for their chil-
dren while continuing to empha-
sise the role of science in vaccine
recommendations.

“This restores a healthy rela-
tionship between public health
and parents,” Bhattacharya said.

White House adviser Stephen
Miller praised the decision, calling
it a step that would restore patient
and parental choice in medical
decisions.

“This is an action that ensures
the dignity of patients, the dignity
of parents. It restores choice and
says we are going to let the parent
and doctor make a sound medical
decision,” Miller said.

Measles, ahighly contagious air-
borne virus, can infect up to nine
out of ten unvaccinated individu-
als exposed to it. While symptoms
typically resolve within weeks in
most cases, the disease poses seri-
ous risks, especially to young chil-
dren, potentially leading to severe
complications such as ear infec-
tions, pneumonia, lung inflam-
mation, or encephalitis, a brain
swelling that may result in long-
term issues including seizures and
memory impairment.

The only effective prevention

against measles is vaccination,
commonly delivered through the
MMR (measles, mumps and rubel-
la) combination vaccine. Health
authorities recommend the first
dose for children before 15 months
of age, with the second dose ad-
ministered before age six.

Although the MMR vaccine is
widely regarded as safe and pro-
vides lifelong protection, vaccina-
tion coverage has declined in some
countries, including the United
States, partly due to misinforma-
tion and unfounded claims.

In the US, Health and Human
Services Secretary Robert F Ken-
nedy Jr has previously stated that
the vaccine “wanes very quickly”
and suggested associated health
risks, assertions contradicted by
experts and agencies like the US
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), which affirm
that the vaccine is far safer than
contracting measles itself. -ant



A8 | WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12, 2026

TIMES OF OMAN

RIS

Afghanistan beat Ireland to book
spot in the 2027 ODI World Cup

Rashid Khan'’s
all-round display
helped his team win
by three wickets

BELFAST: Afghanistan clinched
a thriller against host Ireland on
Monday to seal their spot in the
2027 ODI World Cup in Southern
Africa, courtesy of their global su-
perstar, Rashid Khan.

At 176 for 7, Ireland were more
than in with a sniff of defending
206. But Rashid held firm, making
37 of the most valuable runs to help
his team cross the line. Rashid’s
batting efforts topped up a typical-
ly aggressive spell of leg-spin that
fetched him 3 for 44 earlier in the
afternoon, a spell that turned the
tables on Ireland along with mys-
tery spinner AM Ghazanfar.

Trailing 1-0 down in the five-
match series, Ireland put up a spir-
ited defence. From 97 for 2, Gavin
Hoey bowled a terrific spell of leg-
spin himself. His 4 for 34 through
the middle overs - including the
prized scalp of opener Rahman-
ullah Gurbaz for 71 - cracked the
game open. At the other end, he
was well complemented by seamer
Mark Adair. But in having to go all
out, Ireland eventually ran out of
steam once Hoey bowled out by the

33rd over. That Ireland made a fist
of'this was down to a record ninth-
wicket stand between Jai Moon-
dra and Hoey. The pair added 76
for the ninth wicket after Ireland
were in tatters at 128 for 8. Hoey
top scored with 36, while Moondra
made 31 enterprising runs in just
his second ODI innings.

Having walloped a full toss first
up, Moondra hit four more bound-
aries in his knock, before nicking
behind to Gurbaz to give comeback

man Yamin Ahmadzai - playing his
first ODI since 2022 - his second
wicket. The innings ended in the
47th over when Hoey was bowled
attempting a big hit down the
ground off Azmatullah Omarzai.
By then, Rashid and Ghazanfar,
who ripped through the top order
to pick up the wickets of Lorcan
Tucker, Curtis Campher and Ben
Calitz, had combined figures of 6
for 73. Gurbaz took the attack to
the fast bowlers in the chase. He

Windies left to play the ODI World Cup Qualifier

KINGSTON: Two-time men’s
ODI World Cup champions West
Indies will have to go through a
qualifying tournament to make it
to the 2027 showpiece.

The top eight teams in the ICC
ODI rankings on September 30
this year - excluding two of the
hosts, South Africa and Zimbabwe
- will gain automatic qualification
to the World Cup.

Afghanistan secured them-
selves within that bracket after
their thrilling win over Ireland in
Belfast. They will join defending
champions Australia, India, New
Zealand, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Eng-
land, Bangladesh, South Africa and
Zimbabwe.

Although West Indies - ranked
10th - have two ODIs against India

inside the cut-off date, even two
wins still wouldn’t push them back
into contention.

That means they once again
have to go through the grind of the

Qualifier, being held in February
next year, to have a shot at the title.

West Indies were unable to
make the 2023 ODI World Cup
via direct entry and had to play
the Qualifier, where they finished
fifth in the Super Six stage and ul-
timately lost out.

It was the first World Cup that
they ever missed, which in turn led
to their missing the 2025 Cham-
pions Trophy, a competition they
haven’t played since 2013.

The winner of the Qualifier,
whose host is yet to be decided,
will get direct entry to the second
round of the 2027 World Cup,
while the teams finishing second,
third and fourth will play the first
round called the Super Series.

The top team from that tri-series

will then proceed to the second
round. This change has not been
met well at the Associate level.

The Qualifier includes the two
bottom-ranked, non-host Full
Members in the ODI rankings as of
September 30, 2026 (Ireland and
West Indies); the top four teams
from Cricket World Cup League 2
(Oman are currently fourth in the
table); and the top four teams from
a World Cup Qualifier Playoff.

This Playoff will be contested by
the bottom four teams from CWC
League 2 along with four teams
from the Challenge League (essen-
tially cricket’s third division).

The format is yet to be decided
but the top four from this eight-
team Playoff will advance to the
‘World Cup Qualifier. - agencies

was particularly aggressive against
Moondra, the left-arm seamer,
who didn’t quite manage to extract
the same movement as Adair.

Gurbaz waltzed to his eighth
ODI fifty with a heave over deep
midwicket, but then had to buckle
down in the face of some quick
wickets. Sediqullah Atal dragged a
delivery from Hoey to long-on for
27, and Rahmat Shah, the captain,
was bowled by Adair.

Hoey took a leaf out of the Af-

ghan spinners, varying his pace and
largely bowling stump-to-stump.
Even so, Hashmatullah Shahidi
dragged a half-tracker straight to
Moondra at deep square, while im-
patience got the better of Darwish
Rasooli, as he swiped across the
line to toe end one to midwicket to
leave Afghanistan 154 for 6.

That wasn’t the only brain fade
of the innings. Omarzai attempted
a lofted hit, only to be caught at
cover to leave Ireland dreaming of
an unlikely heist.

Then Rashid stood tall, playing
a sedate but confident innings, re-
sisting the urge to hit out until Af-
ghanistan were within 15 runs of
victory. Then he brought the target
into single-figures with his wristy
whip; he fittingly hit the winning
runs to spark big celebrations.

Ahmadzai played no small part,

facing 26 balls for his 4 not out, as
Afghanistan secured entry into a
fourth straight World Cup.
Brief scores: Afghanistan 207/7
(Gurbaz 71, Rashid 37*, Hoey 4-34)
beat Ireland 206 (Hoey 36, Ghazan-
far 3-29, RaShld 3—44) - Agencies

Henriques to lead Portugal

LISBON: Moises Henriques, the
39-year-old veteran all-rounder,
was on Monday named the cap-
tain of Portugal as they attempt
to qualify for the ICC T20 World
Cup for the first time.

Henriques played four Tests, 16
ODIs and 24 T20Is for Australia.
Born in Madeira, the Portuguese
island to the west of Morocco,
which is also the birthplace of
the footballer Cristiano Ronaldo,
his family relocated to Australia
when he was a young child and
he enjoyed along professional ca-
reer with New South Wales and
the Sydney Sixers. He alsowon 44
international caps, the most re-
cent of which was five years ago.

He announced last month that
he was retiring from Australian

4

domestic cricket but will contin-
ue to play overseas. Henriques
has a contract with Glasgow Cos-
mic in the inaugural season of the
European T20 Premier League,
and on Monday, he was named
captain for Portugal’s upcoming
T20 World Cup qualifying tour-
nament in Finland. - agencies
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SECTION

OMAN OIL PRICE JUMPS

The price of Oman crude oil has
increased, with prices for delivery
by October 2026 reaching $89.12.
The price of Oman crude oil rose
by $8.13 from the price of Monday,
which was $80.99. -ona
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MSX INDEX ENDS HIGHER
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The MSX index closed at 7,466.53
points, up by 0.47% from previous close.
The Sharia Index ended up by 1.28% at
593.66 points. Oman Cables Industry,
up 8.84%, was the top gainer while,
Financial Corporation, down 3.00%,
was the top loser.

First integrated Omani 50,000-tonne
chromium ore shipment leaves Sohar

This move aims to
expand the customer
base and open new
marketing channels
for Omani chromium
ore in global markets
by Oman Minerals

Trading Company

MUSCAT: The Oman Minerals
Trading Company announced the
launch of its first integrated ship-
ment of Omani chromium ore, ex-
ceeding 50,000 tonnes, via Sohar
Port. This achievement marks a
new chapter in the marketing and
export of Omani chromium. Mean-
while, the average selling price of
gypsum exports increased by 8
percent compared to the same pe-
riod last year.

The chromium shipment in-
cluded several types of Omani ore
in a single consignment, allowing
the company to meet the needs of a
larger number of buyers and facto-
ries. This move aims to expand the

customer base and open new mar-
keting channels for Omani chro-
mium ore in global markets.

Marketing efforts included
Asian and European markets, as
well as direct engagement with
factories using Omani chromium
ore for the first time. This supports
market diversification, direct ac-
cess to end consumers, and paves
the way for building long-term
business relationships.

In the gypsum sector, the com-
pany marketed and exported more

India faces $35hbn
annual renewable
financing gap

NEW DELHI: India could face
an annual renewable energy fi-
nancing gap of nearly $35 billion
as it races to achieve its 500 GW
non-fossil fuel capacity target
by 2030, creating a significant
opportunity for Infrastructure
Investment Trusts (InvITs) to
unlock capital from operational
renewable assets and fund the
next phase of capacity expansion,
Knight Frank India said in a re-
port on Tuesday.

According to Knight Frank
India’s latest research study, In-
dia’s non-fossil fuel capacity has
increased fivefold from 59 GW in
2016 to 300 GW as of July 2026.
The country needs to add nearly
200 GW over the next four years,
implying annual capacity addi-
tions of around 50 GW.

This would require annual in-
vestments of USD 48-54 billion,
substantially higher than the cur-
rent annual investment of USD
13-18 billion, the report said.

With private developers ac-
counting for more than 90 per
cent of India’s renewable energy
capacity, capital recycling is be-
coming increasingly important.
InvITs could provide developers
with a mechanism to monetise
operational assets, release capital
and redeploy it into new renewa-
ble generation, storage and trans-
mission projects.

However, the opportunity re-
mains largely untapped. Less
than 2 per cent of India’s opera-
tional renewable capacity has
been monetised through InvIT
structures, according to the re-
port. Knight Frank noted that
financing renewable energy
projects in India remains near-
ly 80 per cent more expensive
than in mature international
markets, further strengthen-

ing the case for alternative
financing mechanisms.

“India’s renewable energy jour-
ney has now reached an inflec-
tion point where financing in-
novation will be as important as
capacity addition,” Shishir Baijal,
International Partner, Chairman
and Managing Director, Knight
Frank India, said.

Baijal added that InvITs could
unlock capital embedded in op-
erational renewable assets, re-
duce the cost of capital over time
and accelerate investment into
the next generation of renewable
energy, storage and transmission
infrastructure.

Operational renewable assets
could also offer an attractive in-
come proposition to institutional
investors. Backed by long-term
power purchase agreements and
predictable cash flows, success-
ful renewable InvIT platforms
have delivered cash distribution
yields of around 10-10.5 per cent,
the report said.

Solar assets represent a par-
ticularly large opportunity. India
has around 165 GW of installed
solar capacity, with only 3 GW, or
2.3 per cent of operational utili-
ty-scale solar assets, monetised
through InvIT structures. Knight
Frank estimates that operational
utility-scale solar assets worth
around Rs 3.1 lakh crore could be
eligible for InvIT structures.

A deeper renewable InvIT
market could diversify infra-
structure financing beyond tra-
ditional bank lending and attract
greater participation from pen-
sion funds, insurers and global
infrastructure investors, while
enabling developers to recycle
capital into fresh capacity and
supporting India’s long-term en-
ergy transition. -am

than 1.8 million tons to 11 coun-
tries via over 32 ships departing
from the Port of Salalah, coincid-
ing with an 8 percent increase in
the average selling price compared
to the same period last year.
Gypsum export destinations
included several Gulf markets, in-
cluding Kuwait, in addition to ex-
panding into new African markets
and revitalizing exports to South
Korea, as part of efforts to diversify
destinations and reduce reliance
on a limited number of markets.

Hussain bin Ali Al Lawati,
Chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Oman Minerals Trading
Company, stated that the launch of
the integrated shipment of chro-
mium ore represents a significant
step in developing Omani mineral
markets.

He noted that market diversi-
fication and direct access to con-
sumers are key pillars of the mar-
keting strategy.

Al Lawati added that the results
achieved in gypsum exports, in-

cluding the increase in the average
selling price and the expansion of
the market base, reflect the impor-
tance of managing marketing and
export operations in a more inte-
grated manner.

He emphasized that the priority
is to achieve the best possible com-
mercial value for Omani raw mate-
rials while continuing to meet the
needs of the local market.

He noted that the company is
working to support the growth of
mineral-related downstream in-

dustries within the Sultanate of
Oman by balancing exports with
providing the necessary supplies
for local industry. This contributes
to increasing the added value of
mineral resources and supporting
related investments.

The Oman Minerals Trading
Company (OMTC), a subsidiary of
Oman Minerals Development Com-
pany, is responsible for marketing
and exporting gypsum and chromi-
um ores. It centrally manages export
operations and negotiates with buy-
ersininternational markets.

The company commenced its
commercial operations by export-
ing its first shipment of gypsum
through the Port of Salalah, as part
of its mandate to manage exports
of gypsum and chromium ores
from the Sultanate of Oman.

The company was established
by Ministerial Decision No.
(18/2025), which granted it the ex-
clusive right to export gypsum and
chromium ores starting in June
2026. Domestic sales remain out-
side its purview.

Through its centralized export
model, the company aims to unify
marketing and negotiation pro-
cesses, improve market access and
buyer engagement, and enhance
transparency and competitive-
ness in export marketing. This will
bolster the commercial value of
Omani mineral resources in global
markets. -ona

Business delegation from North Al Batinah
explores investment opportunities in Egypt

CAIRO: A business delegation
from Oman Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (OCCI)
branch in North Al Batinah Gover-
norate explored, during its visit to
the Arab Republic of Egypt, avail-
able investment opportunities and
commercial cooperation between
the two countries across several
vital sectors.

The visit’s programme included
organising the Industrial Forum
in Cairo through joint efforts be-
tween the Embassy of the Sultan-
ate of Oman in Cairo and the OCCI
branch in North Al Batinah, with
the participation of a number of
Omani businesspeople and their
Egyptian counterparts in the fields
of food and pharmaceutical in-
dustries, aluminium, shipping and
maritime transport, and real estate
and industrial development.

The forum’s activities were held
under the auspices of Abdullah
Nasser Al Rahbi, Ambassador of
the Sultanate of Oman to the Arab
Republic of Egypt and its Perma-
nent Representative to the Arab
League, in the presence of officials
from the General Authority for In-
vestment and Free Zones and the
Commercial Representation Ser-
vice in Egypt.

In his speech, the Ambassador
emphasised the importance of di-
rect meetings between business
sectors in both countries, noting
that the governorate delegation’s
visit about three years ago resulted
in the launch of three investment
projects in the Wilayat of Sohar.
He expressed hishope that the cur-
rent visit would lead to new eco-
nomic partnerships that enhance
investment integration, particu-
larly in the fields of food and phar-

maceutical security and real estate
development.

Eng. Said Ali Al Abri, Chairman
of OCCI branch in North Al Bati-
nah Governorate and head of the
delegation, explained that the visit
aims to mutually showcase invest-
ment opportunities and provide a
platform for delegation members

to develop their businesses and ex-
pand the horizons of commercial
and industrial cooperation.

The competent Egyptian enti-
ties presented a review of the fa-
cilities and incentives granted to
investors.

The forum witnessed a visual
presentation prepared by Moham-

med Qasim Al Shizawi, Head of the
Investment Development Depart-
ment at the Office of the Gover-
nor of North Al Batinah, in which
he highlighted the comparative
advantages and economic indica-
tors of the Sultanate of Oman, the
incentives available in economic
zones and industrial cities, and
investment opportunities in the
industrial, agricultural, and real
estate development sectors.

On the sidelines of the visit, the
delegation held talks with the Gen-
eral Authority for the Suez Canal
Economic Zone to discuss invest-
ment cooperation prospects, and
conducted a field tour that includ-
ed Ein El Sokhna Port and several
industrial projects in the area.

The delegation also visited the
headquarters of the Federation of
Egyptian Chambers of Commerce.
The programme concluded with
a visit to the Grand Egyptian Mu-
seum in Cairo. -ona

Intel raises stock offering to $20 bhillion
from $15 hillion announced earlier

NEW DELHI: Intel Corporation
has increased the size of its previ-
ously announced public offering of
common stock to $20 billion from
$15 billion, as the chipmaker looks
to raise funds for general corporate
purposes, including capital ex-
penditure and working capital.
Intel said it has priced the un-
derwritten public offering at $95
per share, with 210,526,315 shares
of common stock being offered.

The offering is expected to close
on August 12, subject to customary
closing conditions.

Upsized

In an official statement on Tues-
day, the company said, “The offer-
ing was upsized to $20 billion from
the previously announced offering
size of $15 billion”. Intel said the
offering is expected to generate
approximately $19.7 billion in net

proceeds, assuming the under-
writers do not exercise their op-
tion to purchase additional shares.

The net proceeds will be availa-
ble for general corporate purposes,
which may include capital expen-
ditures and working capital.

The company has also granted
the underwriters a 30-day option
to purchase up to 31,578,947 ad-
ditional shares at the public offer-
ing price of USD 95 per share, less

underwriting discounts.

If the additional share option is
exercised, Intel could raise further
funds beyond the base USD 20 bil-
lion offering.

Intel said the proceeds from the
stock sale will provide funding
for its broader corporate require-
ments. However, the company did
not specify individual projects or
capital expenditure plans that the
proceeds will be allocated to. -ant
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MSX index MUSCAT

ends higher

Oman Cables Industry, up 8.84%, was the top

gainer while, Financial Corporation, down

3.00%, was the top loser

MUSCAT: The MSX index
closed at 7,466.53 points, up by
047% from previous close. The
Sharia Index ended up by 1.28%
at 593.66 points. Oman Cables
Industry, up 8.84%, was the top
gainer while, Financial Corpora-
tion, down 3.00%, was the top los-
er. Shares of Sohar International
Bank were the most active in
terms of number of shares traded
as well as in terms of turnover.

A total number of 10271 trades
were executed during the day’s
trading session, generating turn-
over of RO 50.75 million, with
more than 168.79 million shares
changing hands.

Out of 77 traded securities,
22 advanced, 25 declined, and
30 remained unchanged. At the
session close, domestic inves-
tors were net sellers for RO 878K
while foreign investors were net
buyers for RO 513K, followed
by GCC & Arab investors for RO
366K worth of shares.

Financial Index closed at
13,034.72 points, down -0.48%.
Prices of Muscat Finance, Oman
& Emirates Investment, Al Ma-

dina Investments, Sohar Inter-
national Bank were up by 3.18%,
3.08%, 1.75%, 1.08% respectively.
Prices of Financial Corporation,
Al Madina Takaful, Oman Unit-
ed Insurance, Bank Dhofar, Al
Shargia Investment were down
by 3.00%, 2.66%, 2.50%, 2.34%,
2.00% respectively.

Industrial Index closed at
9,454.15 points, up 1.57%. Prices
of Oman Cables Industry, Na-
tional Detergent, Oman Flour
Mills, A’Saffa Foods, Voltamp
Energy were up by 8.84%, 4.67%,
3.57%, 3.29%, 1.74% respectively.
Prices of Al Anwar Ceramics,
Gulf Mushroom Products, Oman
Chlorine were down by 0.78%,
0.71%, 0.61% respectively.

Services Indexwas up by 0.52%
before closing at 3,000.88 points.
Prices of Oman Telecom, Abraj
Energy, Al Jazeera Services, Al
Jazeera Services, Musandam
Power were up by 3.60%, 2.87%,
1.63%, 1.63%, 1.49% respectively.
Prices of Phoenix Power, Oore-
doo, OQ Gas Networks were
down by 0.73%, 0.62%, 0.47% re-
spectively. — United Securities

o 0CK
EXCHANGE

INDICES

Index High Low. Value Prev.Value.......... ) S — Diff %
MSX 30 INDEX 7466.53 7,431.63 34.90 047 %
FINANCIAL INDEX 13,034.72 13,097.37 -62.64 -0.48 %
Industry Inde 9,454.15 9,307.97. 146.18 1.57 %
Services Index. 3,000.88 2,985.24 15.63 0.52 %
MSX Shariah Index 0 593.66 586.18 749 1.28 %
MSX TR INDEX 11,574.49 11,478.41.. .11,551.58 11,497.59 54.00 047 %
FINANCIAL TRIDX .o 16,148.01............. 15,924.31.. 16,025.51 16,102.53 -77.02 -0.48 %
INDUSTRIAL TR IDX. 12,121.92 11,921.15....cvnee 12,108.36 11,921.15 187.21 1.57 %
SERVICES TRIDX......coovemeeurreerereenes 4,024.81 3,999.66 4,020.61 3,999.66 20.95 0.52 %
FIXED INCOME INDEX 1,253.83 1,253.83 1,253.83 1,253.83 0.00 0.00 %
Trading Summary

Volume ......cceeneeee Turnover .......... Trades Market Cap. Up Down Equal......... Sec. Traded
168,792,049............. 50,748,629............... 10,271 ... 38,080,463,772 22 25 30 Ve

ISIN. SECURITY NAME.

REGULAR MARKET

MARKET CAP

OMO000000170"

OMAN CABLES INDUSTRY.

1,400 4,620

296,010,000

OMO0000003026 ..

0OMO0000002804 .. ASAFFA FOOD:!

..... 7,180,277 ..........10,405,112
1450 1,001

OMO000000168:

OMAN EMIRATES HO.

3,400 464,

OMO0000008934 .. ABRAJ ENERGY SERVICES

OMO0000003661... VOLTAMP ENERGY.

039,268 1,187,612,
188,702 32,843

0OMO0000002226... ALJAZEERA SERVICES

8,000 2,000

1,101,750,000

......... 175,000,000
10,710,748

OMO000000781: MUSANDAM POWER

2,800 952,

OMO000000975¢

OMO0000003398 .. SOHAR INTERNATIONAL BANK

OQEXPLORATION AND PRODUCTION ... 19,771,496 ........... 9,189,569.

69,490,689 12,925,111

23,932,600

.3,712,000,000

OMO000000217¢ JAZEERA STEEL PRODUCT; 10,530 9,014.
0OMO000000174! OMAN CEMENT 4,540 2,625
OMO000000237- UNITED FINANCE 600 51

0OMO0000002572 .. OMAN OIL MARKETING 50 60
OMO000000314: BARKA WATER AND POWER 2,000 16
0OMO0000003224 .. RENAISSANCE SERVICES 8,400 2,335,

0OMO0000004248... SMN POWER HOLDING

6,252

0OMO0000004420.. BANK NIZWA

2,636,045

OMO0000004735 .. SEMBCORP SALALAH

51,469

OMO0000004925 ...

OMO0000004933...

102,730
6,169

OMO0000002796 ..

OMO0000009908.... OQBASE INDUSTRIES (SFZ)

10,870,337.......... 4,323,49:

.31,695,330
73,530,000

25,280,000

.65,721,980

30,035

18,698,852

OMO0000009072 .. 0QGAS NETWORKS

11,958,653

OMO000000177: ALANWAR INVESTMENT!

-2,980,039,634

61,413,222

5,500

OMO0000003968 ... OOREDOO

1,503426

OMO000000312!

OMO0000002267 .. GULF MUSHROOM PRODUCTS

GLOBAL FINANCIAL INVESTMENT HO. ..... 620,000

918,092,271

58,426,809

09,604,042

19,863

0OMO0000005963 ... PHOENIX POWER

297,530

OMO000001012f
OMO000000150
OMO0000002440..
0OMO0000002549 ..

ASYAD SHIPPING

AL SHARQIYA INVESTMENT HO.
BANK DHOFAR

DHOFAR INTL DEVELOPMENT & INVEST...26,063

60,800,000

3,460

464,500.

OMO000000108’ OMAN UNITED INSURANCE

7750

32,760,000

OMO0000004768 .. MADINA TAKAFUL

2,105,9¢

Total 5

154,467,375..... 47,993,162,

19,250,000

BN T ) LY/ =

OM0000003265 ... NATIONAL DETERGENT.

500

OM0000001400 ... OMAN FLOUR MILLS

.13,000,000

150

100,713,375

OMO000000159 MUSCAT FINANCE

1,330

OMO0000007084 ... MUSCAT CITY DESALINATION

19,964,511

OM000000196;
OM000000791¢

AMAN REAL ESTATE

AL MADINA INVESTMENT HOLDING............. 30,778

48,150

900

OM0000011151 OMIFCO

12,216,657 ........2,442,503.

OM0000008447 ... OMAN REIT FUND

13,395 1420

OM000000352:;

GALFAR ENGG & CONTRACTING

10,444

OM000001082:

800

13,999,536
2,499,800

.14,400,000
331,185,625

90,905,753
1,868,872
27,918,489

OM000000111:

12,696

OM0000001160

145,597.

OM000000142:

172

OM0000001801

100

.. 11,656,295

9,095,000
........... 60,000,000

OMO0000002028...
OM0000003281

TAAGEER FINANCE.

GULF INTERNATIONAL CHEMICALS.

400

5,567,648

OM000000371: SOHAR POWER

OM0000004669 ... SHARQIYAH DESALINATION.

1,470,000
..31,773,368

400,000

OM0000004776 ... TAKAFUL OMAN.

OM0000007407 ... DHOFAR GENERATING

16,528,565

15,250,000
18,001,440

OMO0000009569 ... JABAL REIF

OMO0000005260 ... OMAN ARAB BANK

OM0000008868 .. THE PEARL REIF

OM000000234:

17,922,000

532,729,727

105,275,765

11,584,432

OM000000216!

OM0000002200...

0.100........... 28,160,000

OMO0000002648..

NATIONAL FINANCE

0.100 586,219,383

OM000000117:

MUSCAT GASES

OM000000291: FINANCIAL CORPORATION

Total 29

......... 0.100 143,152,987

0.100 4,350,000

+r0:0.100.......... 0.100....ccmmenns 6,792,906

Sohar International and 0CCI sign
cooperation agreement to support
‘Live the Vibe’ summer campaign

MUSCAT: Sohar International
and the Oman Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (OCCI) signed
a cooperation agreement to sup-
port the recently launched ‘Live
the Vibe’ campaign. The campaign
is being organised in cooperation
with the Ministry of Commerce,
Industry and Investment Promo-
tion, the Oman Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry, the Ministry
of Interior, and the Consumer Pro-
tection Authority.

As the main sponsor of the cam-
paign, Sohar International aims
to help stimulate commercial and
tourism activity and further en-
hance the Sultanate of Oman’s po-
sition as an attractive destination
for trade, tourism, and investment.
The initiative also underscores the
importance of strategic partner-
ships and the integration of efforts
between the public and private
sectors in supporting economic
development.

As part of the campaign, Sohar
International also announced the
launch of 0% fees on point-of-sale
(POS) terminal transactions for
debit and Maal cards from August
4 to November 4.

Through this exclusive initia-
tive, Sohar International aims to
support businesses and boost their
summer sales. The offer is subject

COMMERCE & INDUSTRY

to applicable eligibility criteria.
Commenting on the partner-
ship, Abdulwahid Mohamed Al
Murshidi, Chief Executive Officer
of Sohar International said: “At So-
har International, we believe that
supporting national initiatives is
key to driving sustainable econom-
ic growth. Our collaboration with
OCCI on the ‘Live the vibe’ cam-
paign reflects our commitment
to empowering local businesses,
stimulating consumer activity,
and contributing to Oman’s posi-
tioning as a vibrant destination
for commerce and tourism in line

with Oman Vision 2040.”

The ‘Live the Vibe’ campaign,
running until September 1, 2026,
seeks to activate markets across
all governorates of the Sultanate
of Oman through a wide range of
commercial offers, discounts, in-
centive prizes, and diverse events
and experiences designed to en-
rich the experience of shoppers
and visitors.

Shaikh Faisal bin Abdullah al
Rawas, Chairman of OCCI, stated:
“This agreement with Sohar Inter-
national comes as an extension of
joint efforts to support the national

campaign ‘Live the Vibe’ reflecting
the importance of effective part-
nerships between organizing enti-
ties and private sector institutions
in achieving their objectives. We
greatly appreciate Sohar Interna-
tional’s initiative in supporting the
campaign, which contributes to
stimulating commercial activity
and offering additional benefits to
private sector enterprises, thereby
enhancing the campaign’s eco-
nomic impact and generating add-
ed value for the national economy.”

“The ‘Live the Vibe’ campaign
is about creating more reasons for
people to shop and explore across
Oman. By waiving POS transac-
tion fees for debit and Maal cards
for three months, Sohar Interna-
tional is making digital payments
easier and more affordable for
businesses during this peak sea-
son,” stated Abdul Qader Ahmed
Al Sumali, Chief Retail & Wealth
Management Officer at Sohar In-
ternational.

Sohar International continues
to play an active role in support-
ing initiatives that drive economic
diversification and community
engagement. Through strategic
partnerships like this, the bank
reinforces its commitment to be-
ing an enabler of growth across key
sectors of the Omani economy.

BEurope’s extreme heat could wipe out EU growth

BRUSSELS: The extreme heat
and drought affecting large parts
of Europe this summer could erase
much of the economic growth ex-
pected across the region, Dutch
bank Triodos has said in a report.
The bank, which specialises in
financing environmentally and
socially sustainable projects, es-
timates that heat-related disrup-
tion could shave around 1 percent
off the European Union’s gross
domestic product, equivalent to

roughly €180 billion ($208 bil-
lion) in economic losses, driv-
woen primarily by weaker labour
productivity.

Labour productivity losses
alone could cut EU GDP by around
0.6 percent, while agricultural out-
put is expected to fall by 3 percent
to 7 percent.

“Higher food prices, constrained
power generation and higher elec-
tricity prices, and disruption to
roads, rail and inland waterways

add to the damage,” Triodos said.

France is expected to be the
hardest hit, with recurring heat-
waves reducing GDP by around 1.4
percent and potentially tipping it
into an annual contraction of 0.6
percent.

Italy, Spain and Belgium also
face substantial losses, while
countries such as Poland, which
experienced fewer exceptionally
hot days, are expected to be less af-
fected. -wam

China’s factory-built
buildings find growing
markets overseas

GUANGZHOU: A 19-storey
hotel in Brisbane was not a con-
ventional construction project
in Australia, much of it having
already been built thousands of
kilometres away, inside a factory
in south China.

Its room modules arrived with
walls, pipes, wiring and interior
fittings largely completed, allow-
ing the building to be assembled
at a pace of roughly one floor eve-
ry four to five days.

The project was delivered by
Foshan Meizong Buildings Tech-
nology Co., Ltd., a firm based in
the city of Foshan in Guangdong
Province. It reflects a broader
shift in the industry, with more
work that once had tobe done ata
construction site now being com-
pleted on a factory floor.

Inside Meizong’s workshop,
automated cutters slice steel
tubes to precise dimensions as
workers weld structural joints.
Assembly teams install wall pan-
els and lay utility lines. In the fin-
ished-goods area, dozens of units
stand ready for shipment, with
kitchens, bathrooms, lighting and
sockets already fitted.

More than 90 percent of the
work can be completed in the
factory, while delivery takes only
about one-third of time needed
for conventional construction,
according to Pang Mingyuan, the
company’s general manager.

“Building a new home is like
building with blocks,” Pang said.

Modular housing is gaining ac-
ceptance in markets such as Aus-
tralia and New Zealand, where
conventional construction faces
high labor costs, lengthy building
cycles and weather-related dis-
ruptions, while housing remains
scarce in some remote areas,
Pang adds.

Foshan alone is home to more
than 300 exporters of prefabri-
cated buildings. Across the indus-
try, modular structures are being
used for hotels, dormitories and
offices, while some manufactur-
ers are branching into custom-
ized outdoor spaces.

At SunnyJoy Intelligent Tech-

nology Co., Ltd., the glass roof of
a modular outdoor room slides
open under electric power. Made
up of 13 modules, the structure
attracted attention at this year’s
139th Canton Fair.

“Three adults can assemble it in
two and a halfhours by following an
installation video,” said Zhang Yong,
the company’s general manager.

The company’s products sell
well in North America and Oce-
ania, while emerging markets in
Africaand Southeast Asiaare also
growing rapidly. Social media has
become an important source of
overseas customers: SunnyJoy
has built a following of around 10
million across domestic and over-
seas platforms, with online chan-
nels generating more than half of
its customer inquiries.

Behind such products is the
Pearl River Delta’s manufactur-
ing network. Zhang said a single
outdoor structure can involve
dozens of suppliers, with every-
thing from frames and worktops
to drive systems and lighting
sourced within the region.

That proximity allows manu-
facturers to adjust designs, up-
grade components and respond
quickly to changing customer
requests. As products become
more integrated, companies are
also expanding into higher-value
offerings that incorporate solar
glass, energy storage and intelli-
gent control systems.

At a modular factory of China
Construction Science & Technol-
ogy Group Co., Ltd. in the Shen-
shan Special Cooperation Zone,
laser cutting, automated welding
and intelligent assembly work in
coordination. A digital manage-
ment system links design, pro-
curement and production, gener-
ating material lists and processing
drawings from design plans.

Its standardized production
system can turn out a wall in 12
minutes and a room module in
two hours. The facility has an an-
nual capacity of up to 30,000 units
and can produce different types of
building modules in parallel ac-
cording to project needs. -xinhua
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RENT OR SALE?

PLACE YOUR
ADVT HERE

Email: amcoman@choueirigroup.com

WJ Towell Group Company
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Quality

Muscat 9679 0594
9679 0684

car rentals
at competitive prices.

Sohar
Salalah 9429 9325

9731 6218

www.orbit-oman.com

¢ Fleet of 2,000 vehicles

® Choose from a wide range
of brands & models

* PDO, OXY and BP spec
vehicles available

e Attractive rates for short-term
& long-term lease

REACH

EMPLOYERS

THROUGH,

 ADVERTISING

Publish your ad with us today

Send your advertisement to
amcoman@choueirigroup.com

AVAILABLE

Fleet of + 1,000 LV/HV and
machinaries as per PDO,
0XY, BP, Daleel, Namaa....
etc- Spec - competitive,
flexible lease. Contact:
95070748

ACCOUNTS/FINANCE

Indian male, well
experienced in accounts
including finalization
and audit seek suitable
positions, can join
immediately. Contact:
92824146, 94953826

Indian male MBA Finance,
with +8 yrs of Accounting
& finance experience seeks
for as audit associate
position. NOC available &
DL. Contact: 72420067

ACCOUNTS/FINANCE

Indian female CA inter, 3
yrs in accounts. Contact

: 94863876, Email: id-
j4jinuonly@gmail.com

M.Com with 4 yrs

of experience in the
accounting, admin
executive. Seeks a
suitable job with D/L.
Presently in Oman &
can join immediately.
Contact: +968 78585714
Email:sifath774 (@gmail.
com

Finance Manager, 32+ yIs
expertise in accounting,
taxation, financial
management, and ERP
implementation. Proven
record in enhancing
performance, ensuring
compliance, and driving
efficiency. Seeking
suitable leadership
position. Contact:
94676186

ACCOUNTS/FINANCE

Male Indian MBA
finance accountant 7 yrs
Oman experienced with
Oman D/L looking for
suitable position. Contact:
95819242, 71099237
Email: Shemeejvp@gmail.
com

DESIGNER/AUTOCAD
D/MAN

Interior Designer with 15+
yrs Oman experience in
Interior fit-out, AutoCAD,
3D visualization, shop
drawings & site visits
with sales. D/L. Contact:
95060377

DRIVER

Experienced driver heavy
and light 20 yrs of driving
experience. Contact:
97412505, 78385517

Driver with 12 yrs
experience looking for joh.
Contact: 76383815

CARGO MADE
SIMPLE
Advertise with us

Send your advertisement to:
amcoman@choueirigroup.com

MECHANICAL ENGINEER (Indian)
B.Tech with 14 yrs of Oman experience
as an Estimation Engineer, specializing in
steel sheet metal fabrication. Currently in

India, available for immediate joining.
WA/Call: +968 95945230, +91 7356745478
Email: arungopalakrishnan85@yahoo.com

SALES & MARKETING

Seeking a suitable position in

SALES, MARKETING

having 16 yrs of experience in Oman & 25 yrs
of total experience in the field of Infrastructure,
Industrial and Building material products.
BE Mechanical, DIM, Valid D/L

Contact: 9497 6056

P Send your advertisement to
amcoman@choueirigroup.com
JOB WANTED

DRIVER

Bangladeshi with 10 yrs
experience looking job.
Contact: 78096017

ENGINEER

Electrical Engineer
(B.Tech) with more than 2
yrs of experience in Oman,
seeking an opportunity

in the Electrical or MEP
field, valid Oman D/L

and available to join
immediately. Contact:
75220047 Email:
harikrishnanmini@gmail.
com

Civil, project engineer
(Indian Male) 10 yrs
Oman experience in
building construction
having valid D/L looking
for suitable opportunity.
Contact: 76423164. Email
:sjnl12020(@gmail.com

Cep electrical engineer.
Contact : 94768845

PLACE
YOUR
ADVT HERE

Send your ad to: amcoman@ |

choueirigroup.com

VIDEO EDITOR

An Indian video editor with 6
months experience and proficiency
in ADOBE PREMIERE PRO and
ADOBE AFTER EFFECTS is looking
for suitable job.

Contact: +968 97411676

PROGUREMENT

PROCUREMENT & SUPPLY
CHAIN PROFESSIONAL

18+ years’ GCC experience in Procurement,
Supply Chain, Warehousing & Logistics.
Available for suitable positions in Oman.

Contact : 91257663

PROCUREMENT

Procurement, postgraduate 15+yrs
experience in Oman oil & gas, EPC, PEB
& structural steel projects also has
sound knowledge in import, customs
clearance and freight & logistics.

Contact : 75123132

FINANCGE

Experienced ICWA/CMA (India), M.Com
& 0ACPA certified professional with 15+
years in Costing, Manufacturing Finance,

Corporate Planning & Strategy,
MIS and Budgeting.
Email: harindranath.7891@gmail.com

Contact : +968 96098863

AVAILABLE FOR RENT
IN MABELLAH

ENGINEER

Sri Lankan, Quantity
Surveyor with 12+ yrs
Oman & GCC experience
seeking position in

a reputed firm. Call
96039602, Email: ympr@
gmail.com

IT

IT support engineer

with 15+ yrs experience

in Oman, valid Omani

D/L & own visa seeking
suitable position.

Contact: 98315461

Email: mohdnayeem 2000
(@gmail.com

Indian male, MCA, IT
professional (experience
as network engineer, IT
support and Odoo ERP).
Contact: 79701775

Indian male, IT support
engineer 2 yrs of
experience in India.
Currently available in
Muscat for immediate
joining. Contact: +968
95848213

Spacious Showrooms
Ready To Move in

OPPOSITE THE INDUSTRIAL AREA
& BEHIND NESTO HYPERMARKET

Enquiries: 22085075, 96935261, 99867883

MANAGER

Project Manager with 24 yrs
Gulf experience, including
12 years in Oman extensive
expertise in MEP project
management, project
execution, electrical and
mechanical installation,
testing & commissioning,
team leadership, and project
coordination. Contact:
76925100

Finance Manager with
7+yrs Oman experience in
accounts & finance, ERP
knowledge, MIS reporting,
VAT, audit, budgeting and
financial management.
Seeking suitable
placement.92368095

SALES/MARKETING

Indian Male, BBA, 20
years experience in Sales &
Marketing in Oman. Holding
valid Oman driving license
seeks suitable placement
Contact No : 93011232
Email: jitinjoshua920@
gmail.com

GARGO AND
LOGISTICS

PROMOTE YOUR
SERVICES WITH US

!
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Trump took secret flight out of
Turkiye amid Iran threat: Report

While Trump boarded
the old Air Force One
jumbo jet in view

of cameras, he was
secretly shuttled out
minutes later into a
smaller plane- the Air
Force C-32A via an
airport catering truck
used typically to

load meals and other
supplies pre-flight

WASHINGTON DC : Shortly
after attending the NATO Sum-
mit in Turkiye on July 8, US
President Donald Trump took a
secret flight out of the country
amid threats of an Iranian assas-
sination attempt, according to a

——

report by the Washington Post.
The clandestine mission, which
was not reported earlier, was car-
ried out unbeknownst to journal-
ists and some White House staff
members who believed they were
on the same plane as President
Trump, as per the material re-
viewed by the Washington Post,
a US official familiar with the
operation and another person
with knowledge of the President’s
travel who spoke on the condition

of anonymity.

According to corroborating
material reviewed by the Wash-
ington Post and the US official,
while Trump boarded the old Air
Force One jumbo jet in view of
cameras, he was secretly shuttled
out minutes later into a smaller
plane- the Air Force C-32A viaan
airport catering truck used typi-
cally to load meals and other sup-
plies pre-flight.

To exit that plane without be-

Donald Trump claims 100%
control’ over Strait of Hormuz

WASHINGTON, DC: US Presi-
dent Donald Trump on Monday
said Iran should pay reparations
for the damage he claimed it had
caused over the past 50 years,
while asserting that the United
States Navy has “100 per cent con-
trol” over the Strait of Hormuz.

Speaking to reporters at the
Oval Office, Trump said, “The only
one that has control of the Strait
of Hormuz right now is the United
States Navy. We have a blockade
that’s been infallible. It’s a steel
wall. And we let people in that we
want to let in, and those people
come in, and they’ve been coming
in, and they’re going out. We do not
let them go into Iran. They're not
admitted into the Strait to go to
Iran. We control the Strait of Hor-
muz100%.”

Speaking about the next steps
with Iran, Trump said Tehran had
sought reparations and money for
damages caused by US actions,
adding that Washington would also
demand compensation from Iran.

“They asked for reparations, they
asked for money for the damage that
we've done. And I said, that’s a good
idea. Well, we’re to ask for money for
the damage they’ve done over a 50-
year period. So if there’s damages
to be paid, I think Iran should pay
those damages,” he added.

Earlier, Trump rejected Iran’s
demand for financial compensa-
tion over damages incurred during
the US-Israeli military operations

in the country, asserting that Teh-
ran must instead be held account-
able for casualties resulting from
its own actions.

Taking to Truth Social, the US
president noted that Iranian rep-
resentatives were seeking com-
pensation for damage caused dur-
ing the “last five months Military
Conflict”, which he stated erupted
after Iran refused to give up its nu-
clear weapons ambition.

Describing Iran’s demand for
compensation as an “interesting
idea”, Trump indicated that he would
present a counter-demand during
future diplomatic negotiations.

The US president stated that
Tehran must face claims for finan-
cial restitution over casualties and
injuries caused by attacks linked to
Iran, including the 2000 USS Cole
bombing and several other region-

al incidents.

“I am likewise demanding com-
pensation from Iran, for all of the
people that they have killed and
gravely wounded,” Trump posted
on Truth Social.

Trump made specific reference
to Iran’s late military commander
Qassem Soleimani, alleging that
Tehran’s leadership was involved
in conflicts that led to thousands of
fatalities. Soleimani was killed in a
targeted drone strike authorised by
Trump in 2020 in Baghdad, Iraq.

Extending the scope of his coun-
ter-claim, Trump also demanded
compensation for the families of
protesters who, he alleged, were
killed by the Iranian regime over
the past five decades. He further
claimed that 52,000 people had
lost their lives over the course of
the last five months. -ant

e Dinia! Tare

ing seen, Trump and several aides
stepped aboard an airport catering
truck, which was elevated plane-
side using hydraulics and posi-
tioned at a door on the opposite
side of Air Force One’s entrance,
according to the U.S. official and
other corroborating material re-
viewed by the Washington Post.

Hence, the Air Force One was
a “decoy” with media and some
members of the White House staff
aboard, as per the official.

The blue-and-white C-32A, a
modified Boeing 757 used to trans-
port American government of-
ficials, had been flown to Turkiye
along with the legacy Air Force
One and the former Qatari jet to
support the president’s visit, the
US official said.

Defending the jet gifted by Qa-
tar, White House Communica-
tions Director Steven Chueng said
in a statement responding to a que-
ry by the Washington Post-- “The
new Air Force One is a state-of-
the-art aircraft that has been fitted
with high-level security protocols
that ensure the safety of the Presi-
dent and his staff,”

“As the President has said re-
cently, there are many enemies of
America who have their sights on
him, and we use every tool at our
disposal to address those threats,”
itadded.

It further mentioned that Sec-
retary of War Pete Hegseth also
boarded the C-32 A separately, us-
ing external stairs in order to make
the flight appear typical.

According to the Washington
Post, while no flight tracker data
could be found for the C-32 A, vid-
eos posted on Youtube showed the
former Qatari jet landing which
was followed by a C-32A hours
later and the legacy Air Force One

several minutes later.

It mentioned that while it was
not clear how Trump moved from
C-32 A tothelegacy Air Force One
after landing, the Washington Post
said referring a media pool report
that he exited the Air Force One at
10:56 PM.

Trump was in Ankara to attend
the NATO Summit with world
leaders in July.

The decoy has raised ques-
tions about how much informa-
tion the US administration has
disclosed about the operation
since the President’s actual lo-
cation was concealed from sev-
eral senior US officials and the
American public.

The Washington Post noted its
inreport that the Trump operation
highlighted the depth of concerns
US security officials had about PO-
TUS leaving Turkiye-- a country
that shares border with Iran.

The US official said that a credi-
ble threat to Trump involving Iran
set the “deception operation” into
motion.

There have been other times in
the last 30 years when Air Force
One served as a decoy for the presi-
dent because of a serious threat or
because he was flying to a danger-
ous location, another U.S. official
said, declining to elaborate. -ant

Iran wants US concessions
before opening Hormuz

TEHRAN: An Iranian Foreign
Ministry spokesperson said Iran
would not reopen the Strait of
Hormuz until the United States

meets its conditions.

“It is up to the US side to stop
and make amends for its illegal
and destructive actions,” Esmail

Baghaei said Monday.

What are Iran’s demands
on the US?

In a statement over the weekend,
a member of Iran’s Supreme Na-
tional Security Council and Rev-
olutionary Guards commander
said Tehran had the following de-

mands of the US:

Pay compensation for
months of war damage

Permanently end its war against
Iran and its allies in the region,
namely Lebanese militants Hez-
bollah; Houthi rebels in Yemen;

and Hamas in the Gaza Strip

Lift its blockade of Iranian
ports and ships in the Strait of
Hormuz and pull its military out

of the area

The impasse over the Strait of
Hormuz has led to a global jump

in fuel prices.

Iran is holding talks with Oman
over transit through the strait, in-
cluding a possible temporary ship-
ping corridor, but it has said any
actual reopening depends on ne-

gotiations with the United States.

Iran’s Khamenei appoints
new military leadership
Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei has
replaced six top Iranian military
figures according to decrees made
public on Telegram late Monday
evening.

The move represents Khame-
nei’s first senior military appoint-
ments since being chosen to re-
place his father, who was killed in
the early hours of the war.

Khamenei appointed Revo-
lutionary Guards General Ali
Abdollahi head of Iran’s armed
forces and confirmed Ahmad Va-

hidi as commander-in-chief of

the Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC).
Abdollahi previously led the

Khatam al-Anbiya, Iran’s mili-
tary operations coordinating
command.Earlier this month, he
warned regional neighbors that
“any country serving as a defen-
sive shield for criminal and ag-
gressive America will be engulfed
by the flames of war.”

Hossein Taeb, a long-serving
intelligence officer, was appoint-
ed head of the paramilitary Basij
militias and Brigadier Ali Asmai
was appointed commander of the
IRGC’s naval forces.

The shake-up comes after
Khamenei appointed former
IRGC commander Mohsen
Rezaee chairman of Iran’s Nation-
al Security Council on Sunday.

-DW

Ailrline cannot comment on any findings, says

Air India a

NEW DELHI: Air India on Mon-
day said it cannot comment on any
findings or observations related to
the investigation into the Phuket-
Delhi flight incident that took
place earlier this month, as the
Aircraft Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB) continues its probe
under the provisions of the Inter-
national Civil Aviation Organiza-
tion (ICAO) Annex 13.

According to a statement by a
spokesperson from the airline, the
carrier said that it would continue
to provide all necessary coopera-
tion to the concerned authorities
as required for the probe.

“The investigation into the in-
cident is being conducted by the
Aircraft Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB) under the provi-
sions of ICAO Annex 13. As the
investigative process is ongoing,
Air India cannot comment on any
findings or observations related to
the investigation. We will continue
to extend our full cooperation to
relevant authorities as required,”
the spokesperson said.

-

Airbus also issued a statement
amid the probe, stating that it is pro-
viding technical assistance to the
relevant investigating authorities
in accordance with ICAO Annex 13.

“In accordance with ICAO An-
nex 13, Airbus is providing tech-
nical assistance to the relevant
investigating authorities. We are
actively supporting the airline and
will provide further information

nid Phuket-

as it becomes available. A team of
specialists is being dispatched to
assist with the investigation,” Air-
bus said in a statement.

This comes as AAIB is inves-
tigating an Air India flight from
Phuket to Delhi after the aircraft
experienced a sudden loss of al-
titude of approximately 300 feet
during cruise on August 4. The air-
craft subsequently stabilised and

landed safely in Delhi.

“The occurrence has been clas-
sified as a Serious Incident and is
under investigation by the AAIB,”
the Ministry of Civil Aviation said
in a statement on Sunday.

During the occurrence, injuries
were reported to a few passengers
and cabin crew members. The air-
craft was carrying 137 passengers,
including three infants, and eight

crew members comprising two pi-
lots and six cabin crew.

As part of the standard operating
procedures following such an oc-
currence, both flight crew members
underwent the prescribed psycho-
active substance screening test.

The screening test of the Pilot-
in-Command indicated a result re-
quiring confirmatory testing.

“Samples have accordingly been
sent to the designated laboratory
for confirmatory analysis, and the
final report is awaited,” the Minis-
try of Civil Aviation said.

Pending the investigation and
completion of the prescribed pro-
cess, both flight crew members
have been taken off the roster by the
Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA), the ministry added.

Further action, as appropriate,
will be taken based on the outcome
of the investigation and the con-
firmatory test result, it added.

Under ICAO Annex 13, acci-
dents and serious incidents involv-
ing aircraft are subject to investi-
gation to establish relevant facts

elhi incident investigation

and prevent future accidents and
incidents.

The framework lays down pro-
visions concerning the conduct of
investigations, the participation
of relevant States and authorities,
and the preparation of preliminary
and final reports.

The objective of an accident or
incident investigation under An-
nex 13 is to prevent future acci-
dents and incidents and not to ap-
portion blame or liability.

The framework also provides for
the issuance of a preliminary re-
port within 30 days of an event and
afinal report as soon as possible or
within 12 months, following com-
pletion of the investigation. Final
reports provide official informa-
tion on the findings, causes or con-
tributing factors and may include
safety recommendations.

The incident remains under
investigation by the AAIB, with
Air India and Airbus continuing
to provide cooperation and tech-
nical assistance to the relevant
authorities. -am
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’ve been having trouble
sleeping — for as long as
forever. Sometimes it’s

just a feeling. Other times,

it’s a fact (I know because
my watch tells me). But then my
watch may be part of the prob-
lem. It’s constantly reminding me
to get to bed on time and accost-
ing me with poor sleep scores. It
drives my anxiety through the
roof, my heart races and I feel like I
can’t sleep. But then I still feel fine
the next day. Weird.

“When you're sleep deprived,
you have poor judgment,” said
Catia Reis, a sleep researcher at
the University of Lisbon, when
we spoke.

That might explain my predica-
ment. Because even when I feel
fine during the week, I oversleep at
the weekend, which is a sure sign
of sleep debt, she said.

Reis has studied a variety of
sleep-related conditions, includ-
ing the effects of jet lag and sleep
deprivation among athletes.

One investigation compared
levels of sleepiness among pa-
tients with sleep apnea — a con-
dition where you stop breathing
intermittently through the night
— and shift workers, who work
against their natural, circadian
rhythm. That’s our inner clock
that tells us when we’re wakeful
or sleepy.

She compared the results from
both subjective assessments made
by participants and objective,
clinical tests, and found a “mis-
match”in people’s ability to assess
their own levels of sleepiness the
more they were exposed to that
very thing: sleepiness.

Basically, the brain stops work-
ing. And that should be concern-
ing, given that the brain plays a
central role in sleep.

Sleep or die

When we sleep, the body per-
forms several restorative func-
tions: It removes toxins we have
ingested through food or the at-
mosphere, generates new energy,
and is essential for our learning
and memory.

“Sleep involves many parts of
the brain,” said Ying-Hui Fu, a
sleep researcher at the University
of California San Franscisco. “Al-
most every disease of the brain,
including neurological and psy-
chiatric, [can be linked to] sleep
problems.”

On average, people need about
7.5-8.5 hours’ sleep per night.

But every so often we hear about
people in demanding jobs, usually
politicians, boasting — or claiming
credibility — by saying they rarely
sleep more than a few hours; like
they’re ALWAYS WORKING FOR
THE PEOPLE.

Most recently, it was Japan’s
Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi
who reminded us she’s slept be-
tween zero and three hours per
night while in office.

As a former heavy metal drum-
mer, you might expect a certain
level of stamina from the Japanese
PM. But while voluntary, habitual
(or trained) sleep deprivation — if
that’s what it is in Takaichi’s case
— may be an impressive sleep-
work-no-life-balance ethic, it’s
not a good, long-term strategy.

Inthe best-case scenario, along-
term “sleep debt” can cause your
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NEED EIGHT HOURS
OF SHUTEYE?

Every so often we hear of high-ranking

politicians or CEOs claiming to get by on very

little sleep — some as little as three hours a

night. If they’re not natural short sleepers,

chances are they’re heading for trouble

body to accumulate toxins, risk-
ing heart or brain disease. In the
worst-case scenario, it can be fatal.

“There are only two things more
important than sleep for our total
health,” Fu told DW. “One is air. If
we don’t have air, we die in a few
minutes. The other is water. If we
don’t have water, we die in a few
days. Ifyou don’t eat, you canlive a

couple of months. But if you don’t
sleep, you can probably only live
for a couple of weeks.”

And that goes for all animals —
“if we don’t sleep, we die,” she said.

The exception: natural
short sleepers

Natural short sleepers are the ex-
ception to the rule. They can sleep

4
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fewer than six hours per night and
not only feel fine, but also actu-
ally are fine — healthy, happy and
energetic. They appear to have
genetic variations that allow them
to thrive. Fu cited an 80-year-old
natural short sleeper who com-
peted in triathlons.

Fu and her lab found the first
of these variations in the gene
DEC2 and published their find-
ings in 2009. Ten years later, they
published a paper suggesting that
the gene ADRB1 was also linked to
Natural Short Sleeper Syndrome.
Findings into the genes NPSRI,
GRM1, SIK3 followed, and there
are others in the pipeline.

We're calling them gene “varia-
tions” rather than “mutations” be-
cause mutations are often associ-
ated with negative health effects.
But it appears that Natural Short
Sleep does not risk the health is-
sues that habitual short sleepers
or sleep deprived people face.

The genes show a range of func-
tions that sleep effects:

DEC2: helps regulate sleep/
wake duration

ADRBI1: mediates cardiac and
neuronal signaling

NPSRI1: helps modulate arousal
and anxiety

GRM1: involved in brain func-
tion; may be linked to depression

SIK3: plays a role in cell cycle-,
metabolic and inflammatory- reg-
ulation

Each has taken years of pains-
taking basic — foundational — re-
search to find and test.

“Every one of us has between
500 to 1,000 unique mutations in
our genome. To know which one
is causal is very difficult,” said Fu.

The impact of better
sleep on humanity
The number of known natural
short sleepers is small, but Fu says
the condition is likely to be more
common than research currently
suggests.

Most of Fu’s findings are lim-
ited families that share a gene
variation. That’s been for a prac-
tical, methodological reason: If
three members of a family have
the same variation and they all
appear to be healthy on only four
to six hours’ sleep, then that gene
variation may well be respon-
sible, especially if it’s in a gene
that is known to be important for
healthy sleep function. But it’s
early days.

“We just know that they per-
form better and they’re healthier.
And the most logical explanation
for me is that their sleep function
is better,” said Fu.

Reis is also cautious about the
state of research in this area, say-
ing there are still too few studies
into natural short sleepers.

“When we objectively test [ha-
bitual short sleepers] and we ex-
pand their sleep, we know they
improve,” said Reis. “But the prob-
lem is we don’t have enough longi-
tudinal studies with [natural short
sleepers].”

Fu would agree. But she said it
was a struggle to get the research
financed.

“My goal is to help everybody
get good sleep. Because if we can
help everybody get good sleep, all
diseases will drop,” said Fu. “The
entire spectrum of disease inci-
dence would drop. Can you imag-
ine the impact on humanity?- - ow
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Swiatek sets up semi-final clash

with Svitolina in Canadian

Open

Swiatek reached her first WTA 1000

semi-final of inconsistent season after the

seventh seed beat Shnaider while Svitolina

rallied past Alexandrova

TORONTO: Iga Swiatek breezed
past Diana Shnaider 6-2 6-1 on
Monday to reach the Canadian
Open semi-finals, where the Pole

will face Elina Svitolina after the
Ukrainian rallied past Ekaterina
Alexandrova in Toronto.

It was a confidence-boosting

US 1,500m
Koech gets

champion
three-year

ban for blood doping

LOS ANGELES: American mid-
dle-distance runner Jonah Koech
has been banned from the sport
for three years for blood doping.

The US Anti-Doping Agency
(USADA) said Koech’s doping
violation was identified after
“highly atypical blood values in
his athlete biological passport
(ABP)”.

An ABP tracks an athlete’s
blood values over time to iden-
tify signs of doping even without
a positive drug test. Koech had
emerged as the surprise winner
in men’s 1500m at the US Out-
door Championships last year,
finishing ahead of Ethan Strand
and 2024 Olympic gold medal-
list Cole Hocker in a meet record
three minutes 30.17 seconds.

His title has now been stripped
after the 29-year-old accepted

Ingebrigtsen clinches 5,000m gold on inju:

BIRMINGHAM: Jakob Inge-
brigtsen pulled off a comeback for
the ages to retain the 5,000 metres
title at the European Athletics
Championships on Monday, win-
ning his first race in nearly a year
in 13 minutes and 15.29 seconds.

He got past German Florian
Bremm (13:15.60) in a thrill-
ing sprint finish down the final
straight to collect his seventh gold
in the continental championship.
Frenchman Etienne Daguinos was
third in 13:16.09.

The Norwegian has never lost
a race at the continental cham-
pionships but seemingly faced
long odds after he had surgery on
his left Achilles in February and
only had six weeks of decent

the ban “for the use of a prohib-
ited substance and/or method”,
USADA said.

It added: “Koech has been dis-
qualified from all competitive re-
sults obtained on and subsequent
to 30 July 2025, the date of his
first abnormal blood sample, in-
cluding forfeiture of any medals,
points, and prizes.”

Koech’s blood samples were
collected before and after the US
Outdoor Championships on 30
July and 8 August last year.

He has not raced since finish-
ing 13th in the 1500m final at the
World Championships in Tokyo
last September.

Born in Kenya, Koech com-
peted collegiately in the United
States from 2015 to 2019 before
becoming eligible to represent
the country in June 2021. - agencies

training before lining up at Bir-
mingham.

“I doubted myself every day
coming in to this and every minute
leading up to the last lap today, but
I'm always hoping to do my best,”
said Ingebrigtsen, who finished a
humbling 10th in his last race at
the world championships in Tokyo
last year.

“Coming from the lowest of lows
to be European champion again
means the world to me. Not even
I believed it could happen coming
here. Only with 600 metres to go, I
knew I would win.”

‘While he may have had doubts,
the Olympic champion did not
show it.

He casually glanced at his watch

display ahead of the US Open for
former world No.l Swiatek, who
won one of her six Grand Slam ti-
tles in Flushing Meadows in 2022.

Swiatek was in complete control
against Shnaider, combining crisp
ball striking with strong court cov-
erage to overwhelm her Russian
opponent in 68 minutes.

She broke twice in the opening
set, capitalising on a string of mis-
takes from Shnaider, who commit-
ted 12 unforced errors in the set.

Swiatek moved 5-2 ahead when
Shnaider sent a forehand into the
net and secured the set after an-
other error from the Russian.

There was little respite for
Shnaider in the second set as sev-
enth seed Swiatek continued to
dictate play from the baseline and
never faced a break point. The Pole
sealed a second break of the set for
a 5-1 lead with a sharply angled
crosscourt winner that clipped
the line, before wrapping up the
contest when Shnaider sent a fore-
hand long on match point.

The win puts Swiatek into her
first WTA 1000 semi-final of an
inconsistent season in which she
has failed to advance beyond the
quarters at a Grand Slam and suf-
fered a surprise second-round de-

feat by compatriot Magda Linette
in Miami.

That loss led Swiatek to make a
coaching change, replacing Wim
Fissette with Francisco Roig.
Swiatek was also beaten in straight
sets by Alexandra Eala in the third
round at Wimbledon, where she
was defending champion.

Comeback victory

Svitolina leapt into the air and
pumped her fist in triumph after
completing a 3-6, 6-0, 6-3 come-
back win against her Russian op-
ponent to set up a Wednesday
meeting with Swiatek, who she

beat in the Rome semi-finals in
May. Alexandrova was untouch-
able in the first set, picking up
where she left off after beating
world No.1 Aryna Sabalenka in the
previous round.

But the veteran Ukrainian
stormed back to level the match in
the second set and grabbed a 4-1
lead in the third when she pounced
on anet cord and hammered home
a backhand for another service
break.

Svitolina dropped two games
while leading 5-1 but regrouped to
break serve and set up the meeting
W'.ith Swiatek. - Agencies

PTPA cites player workload concerns
after withdrawals hit Canada events

TORONTO: The Profession-
al Tennis Players Association
(PTPA) said on Monday that a
string of withdrawals from the
Canadian Open underscored con-
cerns that professional tennis’s
lengthy calendar and expanded
top-level events are increasing in-
jury risks.

The players’ advocacy group
said it was saddened but not sur-
prised by the absences from the
tournament, arguing that reduced
recovery time between tourna-
ments was contributing to injuries
occurring earlier in the season and
becoming more serious.

The Canadian Open’s men’s
event in Montreal was hit by the
withdrawals of world No.1 Jannik
Sinner and 24-time Grand Slam
champion Novak Djokovic, while
Carlos Alcaraz was also sidelined
with a wrist injury.

Hometown favourite Felix Au-
ger-Aliassime also pulled out due
to a back injury before his opening
match.

On the women’s side, defending
champion Victoria Mboko, Wim-
bledon finalist Karolina Muchova,
Emma Raducanu and Jasmine
Paolini are also missing the tour-
nament with injuries.

Tournament organisers said
last month that recurring late
withdrawals from Masters 1000
events had become a wider issue
for the sport.

Injury data

The PTPA said it had collected and
analysed injury data from more
than 30,000 professional matches

as the gun went off before settling
into the middle of the pack, biding
his time through a sleepy start as
the field kept it to a slow 2:45 over
the opening kilometre.

With about four laps to go, he
began creeping up around the out-

across all levels of the game over
the past eight years in a project
launched three years ago with its
medical director, Dr. Robby Sikka.

“The evidence is clear: The sea-
son is too long, recovery time is
shrinking, and injuries are occur-
ring earlier and becoming more se-
vere,” the PTPA said in a statement
posted on social media.

The group said upper-body in-
juries were up 42% in the first
quarter of 2026 compared with the
same period in 2025, according to
its analysis. Arm injuries were up
112% this year compared with the
2025 average, it added.

The ATP expanded seven of its
nine Masters 1000 tournaments to
12-day events under its OneVision
strategic plan, with 2025 the first
season in which the longer format
was used across those events.

side of the pack but appeared to be
jammed up at the start of the pe-
nultimate lap as he was stuck be-
hind Frenchman Jimmy Gressier.
However, the 25-year-old Inge-
brigtsen was in no mood to allow
a blemish on his pristine Euro-

The PTPA said the change had
cut into the time players have
to rest, train and travel between
tournaments, despite players hav-
ing voiced concerns about the de-
mands of the schedule for years.

“Short-term commercial inter-
ests cannot come at the expense
of player health,” the association
said. “Protecting players isn’t
just about today’s competitors, it
is about protecting the future of
tennis.”

Player choice
The ATP has previously said play-
ersretain choices over their sched-
ules and that it is working to create
incentives for an appropriate num-
ber of matches to be played during
the season.

The PTPA called for the sport
to take a player-health and data-

pean Championships record and
slammed his foot on the gas around
the last turn.

He wove around Bremm on the
outside before sprinting through
the final metres, adding lustre to
the opening night of the meet as

Rainin
Montreal
forces
reschedule
of quarters

MONTREAL: Rain
forced the cancellation of
two Canadian Open men’s
quarter-finals scheduled
for Monday in Montreal,
tournament organisers
said.

All four quarter-finals
of the Masters 1000
tournament will now take
place on Tuesday, with the
semis on Wednesday and
the final on Thursday.

Spain’s Rafael Jodar
and American Ben
Shelton are among the
quarter-ﬁnalists. - Agencies

driven approach to restructur-
ing the calendar. It said players
should have a meaningful role in
shaping the schedule, while man-
datory tournament commitments
should be reduced to allow ad-
equate recovery.

It alsourged the ATP to consider
reversing the 12-day Masters 1000
format- Agencies

V return

the crowd urged him on and broad-
casters struggled to find words.

Ingebrigtsen’s seventh indi-
vidual European gold extended his
record as the most successful male
athlete ever at the continental
championship.

Hunt takes gold

Amy Hunt had her coming of age
moment as she stormed to 100m
glory to claim her first senior inter-
national title and deliver Britain’s
first gold medal of the European
Athletics Championships.

Hunt announced herself on the
sport’s global stage last year with
world 200m silver in Tokyo - the
first individual international med-
al of her senior career. - agencies
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European season begins with
Salzburg Super Cup showdown

Barely three weeks
after the World Cup
final, the European
club season

bursts into life on
Wednesday as Paris
Saint-Germain (PSG)
and Aston Villa battle
for the first major
trophy of the new
campaign in Salzburg

LONDON: Barely three weeks af-
ter the World Cup final, European
football returns to the spotlight on
Wednesday with Paris Saint-Ger-
main (PSG) and Aston Villa going
head-to-head for the first trophy of
the new club season in Salzburg.

The annual match between the
most recent winners of the Cham-
pions League and Europa League
also offers another chance for
more grandstanding by UEFA at
the expense of FIFA at a time of a
growing disconnect between the
two powerful football governing
bodies in light of Gianni Infanti-
no’s recent conduct.

That’s because Omar Artan,
the Somali referee barred by the
United States from officiating at
the World Cup days before the
tournament started due to vetting
concerns, will referee the game.

US officials claimed Artan had
connections to terror organisa-
tions, though they provided no
proof.

UEFA responded by picking
Artan—a referee judged the best in
Africa last season—to take charge
of the Super Cup, a move widely
celebrated in the football com-
munity and regarded as a clever
political ploy by the European as-
sociation.

The disharmony between UEFA
and FIFA hasincreased since, with
UEFA leading the campaign to
oust Infantino from the FIFA pres-
idency over his recent — aborted —
plan to sell an interest in the World
Cup. The referee taking charge of
the match is proving as interest-
ing as the players involved, as PSG
looks to become the second team
in the modern era to retain the Su-
per Cup, after Real Madrid (2016
and 2017).

PSG beat Tottenham in a pen-
alty shootout in last year’s match.

PSG’s World Cup stars return

PSG’s players returned to pre-
season training in scattered order
over the summer, largely depend-
ing on how long they played at the
World Cup — or not at all in one
noteworthy case.

Ballon d’Or winner Ousmane
Dembélé, who stood out for
France with six goals and two as-
sists, returned on Monday along
with international team-mates
Désiré Doué and Bradley Barcola.
They were joined by Spain’s World
Cup-winning midfielder Fabidn
Ruiz, whose clinical performance
was key to the semifinal victory
against France.

Star winger Khvicha Kvarat-
skhelia didn’t play at the tourna-
ment because Georgia did not
qualify, and he has been back
training for considerably longer.
He looks certain to start in his fa-
vored position on the left flank,
with new signing Maghnes Ak-
liouche possibly on the right wing.

Akliouche’s arrival from Mo-
naco could coincide with Barcola’s
departure, the fleet-footed wing-
er—who scored three goals at the
World Cup—is heavily linked with
a move to Premier League giant
Liverpool.

Coach Luis Enrique’s team may
also feature former Villa player
Lucas Digne.

Former Arsenal forward
Sanchez set to join Montreal

MONTREAL: CF Montreal are
set to sign Alexis Sanchez, one of
the most heralded Chilean foot-
ball players of all time, The Ath-
letic reported on Monday.

Sanchez, 37, would come to
Major League Soccer after spend-
ing the 2025-26 season with Se-
villa in Spain’s La Liga, but is best
known for his stints with Barce-
lona, Arsenal, Manchester United
and Inter Milan.

Sanchez will occupy a Desig-
nated Player spot for Montreal,
per the report. Financial terms
were not yet known.

CF Montreal has all but con-
firmed the signing, posting a
video to social media that teases
the signing of a new attacking
player, as the team’s managing
director Luca Saputo says on a
phone call, “He wants Alexis, No.
10” on the jersey.

Sanchez won league titles in
two of Europe’s Big Five leagues:
La Liga with Barcelona in 2013
and Serie A with Inter Milan in
both 2021 and 2024.

On the international scene, he
is Chile’s all-time leader in both
goals (51) and caps (168).

Liverpool sign

LONDON: Liverpool have signed
Uruguay defender Ronald Araujo
from Spanish champions Barce-
lona on a season-long loan, the
Premier League club announced
on Monday, as they moved to
strengthen an injury-ravaged
defence.

British media reported that the
deal includes an option to buy the
27-year-old for about £47 million
($63.48 million).

Araujo arrives at a time when
Liverpool are facing mounting de-
fensive problems.

Joe Gomez suffered a muscle in-
jury in the club’s opening pre-sea-
son match, while teenage centre
back Giovanni Leoni is recovering
from an ACL injury.

Young centre back Jeremy Jac-
quet is also nursing an injury, leav-
ing captain Virgil van Dijk, 35, as
Liverpool’s only fully fit senior

He recorded four goals and two
assists across 28 appearances for
Sevilla this past season.

Sanchez’s signing would con-
tinue a trend of star players in the
final stages of their careers com-
ing to MLS. This summer transfer

central defender. “I think it was
the ideal move for me at this stage
in my career. I think it was a move
that was necessary for me to take,”
Araujo said in a statement.

“As soon as I heard that interest
from Liverpool, everything went
into action really, really quickly.”

The club’s options at right back
have also been depleted. Conor
Bradley is still recovering from a
significant knee injury, while Jer-
emie Frimpong endured an inju-
ry-hit campaign last season and
struggled for form.

Capable of playing both at centre
back and right back, Araujo pro-
vides Liverpool with much-needed
cover in two areas where they are
currently short of options.

‘Right move’
Araujo joined Barcelona B from
Uruguayan side Boston River in

window alone, Polish striker Rob-
ert Lewandowski signed with the
Chicago Fire, French star Antoine
Griezmann joined Orlando City
and Brazil’s Casemiro joined Li-
onel Messi and company at Inter
Miami. - Agencies

Back to the future

Villa sold Digne to PSG on Sunday
for a reported fee of 10 million eu-
ros ($11.6 million), returning the
33-year-old left back to one of his
first clubs.

Digne was among the first sign-
ings when PSG began its new era
after being bought by Qatari in-
vestors QSI.

He was born in the Paris suburbs
and joined PSG in 2013 from Lille.
He then represented Roma and
Barcelona before spending eight

years in the Premier League with
Everton and Villa, where he played
182 games in total and was one of
coach Unai Emery’s most consist-
ent players.

Villa lost key midfielders
There’ll be a different look to Villa
at the start of its fourth full season
under Emery, a former PSG coach.
Departing over the summer
were key midfielders Morgan
Rogers to Chelsea and Youri
Tielemans to Manchester United,
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alongwith Digne. New signingsin-
clude Swiss World Cup star Johan
Manzambi and Brazilian mid-
fielder Joao Gomes, who joined
from relegated Wolverhampton.
Manzambi is missing due to a
knee injury.

Villa won the Europa League by
beating Freiburg 3-0 and will be in
the Champions League for the sec-
ond time under Emery in the final.

‘Very challenging time’
Artan, who oversaw the African
Champions League final in 2025,
is the first non-European to take
charge of the Super Cup and said
the honour comes after a “very
tough period”.

“A lot of people have sympathy
for me,” he told UEFA, “because
when someone has worked for
many years and is supposed to do
something, and then can’t do it,
it’s very challenging. I really ap-
preciate the support I received
throughout the world, though. I'm
so grateful.”

Artan said he had been un-
dertaking extensive research on
PSG and Villa for his first match
in Europe.

“The standard in Europe is fan-
tastic and the football they play is
very, very good,” he said. - agencies

Trump: It would be ‘terrible
mistake’ to remove Infantino

NEW YORK: US President Don-
ald Trump said on Monday that
it would be a “terrible mistake” if
under-pressure FIFA president
Gianni Infantino was ousted from
his position. Trump’s backing fol-
lowed UEFA, CONCACAF and
the Asian Football Confedera-
tion (AFC) issuing an open letter
accusing Infantino of breaking
trust “through deception” with his
aborted Fifa Forward Enterprise
(FFE) proposal.

FFE would have meant creating
a new company to manage com-
mercial and ticketing rights of
all FIFA competitions, including
World Cups, with 21% sold off to a
private investment company.

Trump’s comments mark the
first time he has come out in de-
fence of Infantino since the FFE
plans came to light on 28 July.

“FIFA would be making a terri-
ble mistake if, for any reason, they
even considered replacing presi-
dent Gianni Infantino,” Trump
wrote on social media.

“He is fantastic, having just
presided over the most successful
World Cup ever presented, by four
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times. If he is gone, it will never be
as successful or profitable again.”

The 2026 World Cup was co-
hosted by the US, Canada and
Mexico this summer, with Spain
crowned champions after beating
Argentina in the final.

When addressing the FFE pro-
posals for the first time on July 31,
Trump said he had not spoken to
Infantino about the plans.

Thrive Eternal was expected to
lead the proposed investor group
for FFE.

Thrive is an American venture

2018 and made his senior debut
the following year. He has since
won three Laliga titles, includ-
ing back-to-back championships
in 2024-25 and 2025-26, as well
as two Copa del Rey trophies and
three Spanish Super Cup titles.

Araujo was named in the Laliga
Team of the Season in 2021-22
and 2023-24. However, he found
opportunities harder to come by
last season, making only 11 league
starts as Pau Cubarsi and Gerard
Martin established themselves as
Hansi Flick’s preferred central de-
fensive pairing.

One of Barca’s captains, Arau-
jo also saw his involvement re-
duced after taking an indefinite
leave of absence from the club at
his request.

“I'm super-happy to be here
and excited to get started. I'm
glad about the interest and it was

capital firm founded by Joshua
Kushner - the brother of Trump’s
son-in-law Jared.

Infantino has a close relation-
ship with Trump and awarded him
the inaugural FIFA Peace Prize in
December 2025.

BBC Sport understands that
there have been preliminary dis-
cussions between the three con-
federations over breakaway com-
petitions, should Infantino remain
in his position. However, substan-
tive talks are yet to begin, accord-
ing to others. - Agencies

arcelona’s Araujo on season-long loan

the right move at the right time,”
Araujo added.

He is under contract with Barca
until 2031.

Liverpool have signed Jacquet
and forward Victor Munoz during
the close season, but have also lost
talisman Mohamed Salah, Andy
Robertson and Ibrahima Konate.
Forward Hugo Ekitike is among
several players sidelined through
injury.

Liverpool finished fifth in the
Premier League last season de-
spite spending about 446 million
pounds on signings.

The club subsequently parted
ways with manager Arne Slot and
appointed former Bournemouth
boss Andoni Iraola in a bid to re-
vive their fortunes.

Liverpool open the Premier
League season at Newcastle Unit-
ed on Aug’ust 23.- Agencies
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Lexus:

Crafted beyond measure,

rewarded beyond expectations

Leading the range is the LX 700 HEV, a
flagship SUV that pairs a twin-turbo 3.5L
V6 engine with an advanced hybrid system

to deliver a commanding 457 hp, while

achieving efficiency of 10.8 km/1, proof that

power and responsibility can coexist in a

single vehicle. Alongside it, the LX 600 offers

a more traditional take on power, with a 3.5L

twin-turbocharged engine

MUSCAT: Lexus continues to el-
evate the ownership experience
in Oman, Saud Bahwan Automo-
tive announces the latest Lexus
Benefits Campaign, inspired by
the philosophy of “Crafted Beyond
Measure..Rewarded Beyond Ex-
pectations.”

Running until 7 October, the
campaign offers customers en-
hanced benefits across the Lexus
range, including a service package
of 10-year/100,000 km or a 5-year
/ 50,000 km service package on
selected Lexus models. Custom-
ers will also enjoy one year vehicle
registration, along with NUKH-
BAH Loyalty Points worth OMR
100, making the Lexus ownership
experience even more rewarding.

(Terms & Conditions Apply.)
Leading the range is the LX 700
HEV, a flagship SUV that pairs a
twin-turbo 3.5L V6 engine with
an advanced hybrid system to de-
liver a commanding 457 hp, while
achieving efficiency of 10.8 km/],
proof that power and responsibil-
ity can coexist in a single vehicle.
Alongside it, the LX 600 offers a
more traditional take on power,
with a 3.5L twin-turbocharged
engine producing 409 hp, appeal-
ing to drivers who favour a clas-
sic, uncompromising drivetrain.
Both models bring together rug-
ged SUV capability and a refined,
tech-forward cabin, giving drivers
the confidence to move seamless-
ly between city streets and more

demanding terrain, all without
sacrificing the comfort and crafts-
manship expected of a true flag-
ship Lexus.

In the sedan range, the ES 350
remains one of the most sought-
after names in Oman’s luxury
segment, offering buyers the ef-
fortless pull of a V6 engine paired
with a smooth 8-speed automatic
transmission, delivering the kind
of composed, refined handling
that has made the ES a favorite
among Oman’s discerning driv-
ers. The IS brings a sportier char-
acter to the lineup, with the 311
hp turbocharged IS 350 offering
spirited, engaging performance
for daily drives, and the IS 350 F
Sport sharpening that experience

further with a more focused chas-
sis tune and driver-oriented setup,
appealing to those who want their
sedan to feel as dynamic as itlooks.

Rounding out the lineup, the UX
HEV and NX HEV bring hybrid ef-
ficiency to a compact and mid-size
SUV footprint respectively, the NX
offers the same versatility with
conventional power, and the RX
500h F Sport adds a sportier, elec-
trified option to the range.

Every model listed above is in-
cluded in the current Lexus Ben-
efits campaign.

Customers are encouraged to
visit their nearest Lexus showroom
to explore the range and take ad-
vantage of these benefits before the
campaign concludes on 7 October.

Bank Muscat brings interactive fun and valuable prizes
to youth-focused sports and entertainment event

£ Lo sl
J CENTER

MUSCAT: In line with its vision
“To serve you better, everyday’ and
its longstanding commitment to
supporting youth, Bank Muscat,
the leading financial services pro-
vider in the Sultanate of Oman,
has announced its participation as
gold sponsor of Active Oman Chal-
lenge 2, taking place from 8 to 22
August at Active Oman.

Active Oman Challenge 2 is a
youth-focused sports and enter-
tainment event expected to draw
around 8,000 participants and vis-
itors. The event combines sports,
gaming, educational activities and
interactive entertainment, offer-
ing a dynamic platform that brings
together young people and fami-
lies across a wide range of com-
petitions, including Go-Karting,
Jackaroo, Billiards, Chess, Bowl-
ing, Shooting, Virtual Golf, Card
Games and E-Gaming.

Visitors can learn about Floosi
and Shababi, Bank Muscat’s spe-
cialized banking propositions de-
signed for young people.

Floosi is a dedicated banking

4 bank muscat

proposition tailored for youth aged
7 to 17, while Shababi is designed
for youth aged 18 to 22. Both aim to
instil healthy financial habits from
an early age, helping young cus-
tomers learn how to spend, save
and manage their money indepen-
dently while enjoying a range of
benefits and offers.

The booth also features an in-
teractive screen where Floosi and
Shababi card holders can play and
enter a draw, with 5 winners to be
chosen at the end of the event, each
winner will receive a PS5.

To make the experience more
engaging, visitors will get a special
passport at Bank Muscat’s booth,
allowing them to collect stamps
from participating businesses
across the centre and enter a draw
where 32 winners will receive val-
uable prizes.

Visitors can also enjoy exclusive
discounts offered by participat-
ing businesses across a variety of
sectors, including food and bever-
age, automotive, retail and activity
centres.

Speaking on the occasion, Ab-
dulnasir Al Raisi, General Man-
ager — Personal Banking, Bank
Muscat, said: “Our participation
in Active Oman Challenge 2 re-
flects our continued commitment
to engaging with the youth through
platforms that speak to their in-
terests and lifestyle. Floosi and
Shababi were created to give young
people the tools and confidence to
manage their finances from an ear-
ly age, and events like this allow us
to connect with them in a fun, in-
teractive setting while reinforcing
the value of smart money habits
from ayoung age.”

Bank Muscat has alongstanding
track record of supporting youth
development and financial inclu-
sion across the Sultanate through
a wide range of services and com-
munity initiatives. Its participa-
tion in Active Oman Challenge 2
forms part of the Bank’s broader
strategy to supporting youth by
providing banking solutions that
grow alongside them and support
their aspirations for the future.
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