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OMAN BEGINS DEVELOPMENT 
OF FOUR INDUSTRIAL CITIES

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman begins develop-
ment of new four industrial cities 
across Musandam, North Al Bati-
nah, North Al Sharqiyah and Dho-
far Governorates.

Developing these industrial 
hubs is guided by Oman’s com-
mitment to promoting balanced 
governorates’ growth as well as 
empowering the private sector to 
play an active role in driving the 
national economy.

These developing sectors will 

drive economic diversifi cation
alongside complementary indus-
tries and strengthening a labour
market that attracts national tal-
ent and specialised skills.

These new industrial cities will
help in promoting the sustainable
use of natural resources while

advancing the adoption of renew-
able energy.

This initiative is part of the 
11th Five-Year Development Plan 
(2026-2030) of the Public Estab-
lishment for Industrial Estates 
(Madayn) in advancing the indus-
trial sector in Oman.

“Madayn is executing these
strategic projects across several
governorates as part of its eff orts
to elevate Oman’s investment en-
vironment and support sustain-
able economic development,” said
Khalid Al Salehi, Director General
of Marketing and Commercial Af-
fairs and offi  cial spokesperson for
Madayn.

The projects align with the pri-
orities of Oman Vision 2040 relat-
ed to economy and development,
including development of gov-
ernorates and sustainable cities,
the private sector, investment and
international cooperation, eco-
nomic diversifi cation and fi scal
sustainability, labour market and
employment as well as economic
leadership and management. >A6
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OMAN
Property trading value in 

Buraimi tops OMR16mn

2
The value of real estate 
trading in Al Buraimi
during the fi rst half of 2026

reached OMR16.77mn against 
OMR18.46 mn during the same
period in 2025, marking a decline
of about 9%, data issued by the
Directorate General of Housing 
and Urban Planning in Al Buraimi 
reveals. >A5

MARKET
Port of A’Suwaiq 
sees notable growth

3
The Port of A’Suwaiq
in North Al Batinah 
Governarate witnessed 

notable growth during the fi rst
half of 2026 in cargo handling 
volumes and the number of 
vessels received, alongside
enhanced operational effi  ciency 
and improved handling 
processes. > B1

OMAN
Over 835 cochlear 
surgeries conducted

1
The cochlear implant team
at Al Nahda Hospital has 
successfully performed 

more than 835 surgeries as
part of its ongoing programme 
to enhance its specialised
services. The hospital affi  rms 
its leadership as a reference 
centre for this type of surgeries in
Oman. >A4
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A2India at 80: A timeless 
bond with Oman, a future 
of shared ambition

Rüppell’s Weaver’s intricate nests fascinate Dhofar visitors
Times News Service

SALALAH: The distinctive hang-
ing nests of the Rüppell’s Weaver 
have become a point of curiosity 
for visitors exploring Dhofar dur-
ing the Khareef season, with many 
stopping to admire the bird’s re-
markable craftsmanship.

Woven from grass, plant fi bres 
and other vegetation, the unusual 
nests hang from tree branches, 
adding another fascinating feature 
to Dhofar’s lush landscape.

The Rüppell’s Weaver, scientifi -
cally known as Ploceus galbula, is 
a small bird measuring about 14.5 
centimetres.

According to Oman’s Environ-
ment Authority, it is known for its 
skill in weaving nests from long 
strips of grass and other plant 
material.

The species is found in East Af-
rica and southern Oman, including 
Dhofar, and has been recorded in 
areas such as Ayn Hamran, Wadi 
Darbat and Salalah.

A master of nest-building
The hanging nest is the bird’s most 
striking feature. The male careful-
ly cuts and weaves vegetation into 
a strong, enclosed structure sus-
pended from a branch, later adding 
its distinctive entrance.

The fi nished nest has a pouch- 
or bottle-like shape and is made 
from tightly interwoven grass, 
leaves and other plant fi bres. Its 
elevated position helps protect it 
from ground-based predators.

A male can build several nests. 
The female lays two or three eggs, 
which are incubated for about 14 to 
15 days. The young leave the nest at 
around 18 days.

A familiar sight 
during Khareef
The nests off er visitors another 
glimpse of Dhofar’s rich biodiver-
sity during the season, when the 
region’s mountains, valleys and 
vegetation turn green.

“It was fascinating to see these 
nests hanging from the branches. 

At fi rst, I wondered what they 
were, but after learning that they 
are built by weaver birds, I be-
came even more interested in
spotting them,” said Indian expa-
triate Ravi Kumar.

Another visitor, P Aslam, said

the nests showed how much wild-
life could be discovered by simply 
looking more closely.

“Dhofar is famous for its green 
mountains, mist and waterfalls 
during Khareef, but there are so 
many smaller wonders to notice 
as well. These nests are a beautiful 
example,” Aslam said.

A birdwatching enthusiast, Ritu 
Kumar, said the nests demonstrate 
the birds’ remarkable skills.

“These nests are incredibly 
detailed. You can see how care-
fully the fi bres have been woven
together. It is a reminder of the 
amazing skills birds use to build
their homes,” the home-maker
further added.

“Once you know what to look for, 
you start seeing them everywhere,” 
she added.

As Dhofar turns green during 
Khareef, the hanging nests pro-
vide a reminder that some of the 
region’s most fascinating natural 
sights can be found high among 
the trees.

B I R D ’ S  R E M A R K A B L E  C R A F T S M A N S H I P
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Salalah Airport sees 

strong growth in

fl ights, passengers
SALALAH: The number of ar-
riving fl ights at Salalah Airport
during the period from 21 June to
31 July 2026 rose to 1,758, com-
pared to 1,637 fl ights during the
same period last year, marking an
increase of 7 percent.

Data from Oman Airports
showed that the number of ar-
riving passengers through the
airport during the same period
reached 154,529 passengers,
compared to 142,488 passengers
during the same period in 2025,
registering an increase of 12,041
passengers and a growth rate of 
approximately 8 percent.

This growth in fl ight and pas-
senger movements coincides 
with the Dhofar Khareef (mon-
soon) season of 2026. The season 
attracts large numbers of visi-
tors from within the Sultanate of 
Oman and abroad, who enjoy the 
autumnal weather that distin-
guishes Dhofar Governorate dur-
ing this period.

Salalah Airport is considered 
one of the vital facilities support-
ing tourism activity in Dhofar 
Governorate, which experiences 
a surge in visitor numbers and 
travel movement during the kha-
reef season. — ONA
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Times News Service

MUSCAT: Eight decades after 
India emerged as an independent 
nation, its relationship with Oman 
stands as a partnership shaped not 
only by diplomacy and trade, but 
by history, people and a long record 
of mutual trust.

As India marks its 80th Inde-
pendence Day, Indian Ambassador 
to Oman, H E Prashant Pise sees 
the milestone as an opportunity to 
look beyond the achievements of 
the past and towards a relationship 
that, he believes, has the potential 
to make a “very good amount of 
progress” across almost every ma-
jor area of cooperation.

The timing is particularly sig-
nifi cant. India and Oman are also 
marking a journey of roughly sev-
en decades of diplomatic relations, 
with India among the early coun-
tries to establish formal diplo-
matic ties with the Sultanate. Over 
the decades, that relationship has 
expanded from traditional com-
merce and people-to-people links 
into a broad strategic partnership 
encompassing defence, maritime 
security, energy, investment, tech-
nology, education, culture and 
emerging sectors.

“For 80 years versus 70 years, I 
think our journey is coinciding,” 
Pise said, describing the two coun-
tries as having evolved side by side.

That evolution mirrors India’s 
own transformation. 

The country that became inde-
pendent in 1947 faced enormous 
challenges, but has since emerged 
as a major global economy and an 
increasingly infl uential player in 
international aff airs. 

Partnership entering
another phase
Pise believes the relationship with 
Oman has grown alongside that 
transformation, with India con-
tributing signifi cantly to Oman’s 
economic and social development 
through its companies, profession-
als and wider community.

Today, the partnership is enter-
ing another phase.

The ambassador points to the 
high-level political exchanges be-
tween the two countries as having 
provided momentum and direc-
tion, but says the next stage must 
be about translating that political 
goodwill into progress across mul-
tiple “verticals” of the relationship.

Those include political coop-
eration, defence and security, 
maritime security, trade and in-
vestment, culture and people-to-
people ties, science and technol-
ogy, space and renewable energy.

“India and Oman are strategic 
partners,” he said, stressing that the 
relationship now needs to be devel-
oped across all its dimensions.

CEPA opens new chapter
At the heart of the economic rela-
tionship is the India-Oman Com-
prehensive Economic Partnership 
Agreement (CEPA), which entered 
into force on June 1 this year. 

The agreement has opened a 
new chapter in bilateral com-
merce, providing Indian export-
ers with sweeping access to the 
Omani market and creating op-
portunities for businesses to ex-
pand beyond traditional sectors 
as well as for Omani exporters to 
make an impact in the huge Indian 
market.

Pise said the impact is already 
beginning to be seen, with Indian 
companies using CEPA provisions 
for exports to Oman.

But for him, the agreement is 
not simply about removing tariff s. 
It is about creating a platform for a 
deeper economic relationship.

The ambassador said the em-
bassy has been holding business 
meetings, webinars and roundta-
bles involving investors, business 
leaders, export promotion coun-
cils, chambers of commerce and 

government authorities to famil-
iarise companies with the agree-
ment and encourage them to use
its provisions.

There is considerable scope, he
believes, in sectors ranging from
logistics and warehousing to met-
als, minerals and chemicals, man-
ufacturing, pharmaceuticals and
port-related activities. 

Oman potential base for
wider markets
Oman’s strategic location adds an-
other dimension. For Indian com-
panies, Oman can serve not only as
a market in itself but as a potential
base for reaching wider markets in
the Gulf, Africa and beyond.

Pise said companies could ex-
plore opportunities in warehousing,
packaging, manufacturing and val-
ue addition, allowing them to build
supply chains that take advantage of 
Oman’s location and infrastructure.

The pharmaceutical sector

is another area he highlighted, 
arguing that Indian companies 
could establish manufacturing 
facilities in Oman and use the 
country as a base for exports and 
re-exports.

The next phase of economic co-
operation, however, is unlikely to be 
confi ned to traditional industries.

Pise sees strong potential in re-
newable energy, critical minerals, 
artifi cial intelligence, cybersecu-
rity, digital infrastructure and fi -
nancial technology.

India’s experience in building a 
large digital economy, he said, can 
complement Oman’s own develop-
ment ambitions.

That creates an important 
bridge between Oman Vision 2040 
and India’s ambition of becoming 
a developed nation by 2047, when 
the country will mark 100 years of 
independence. The two national 
visions, Pise argues, off er consid-
erable room for collaboration.

Digital India
Indian investment in Oman’s man-
ufacturing sector, for example, can
contribute to employment and
economic diversifi cation, while
India’s experience with digital gov-
ernance and fi nancial inclusion
can off er useful lessons for Oman.

“Digital India” has developed
systems covering governance, ser-
vice delivery and fi nancial inclu-
sion, including reaching people
in remote areas and communities
that have traditionally had less ac-
cess to services.

The ambassador sees that ex-
perience as potentially relevant to
Oman’s own development journey.

But the relationship is not sim-
ply an economic equation.

Diaspora a living bridge
One of its most enduring strengths
is the Indian community in Oman,
which Pise puts at around 700,000
people. From professionals and
entrepreneurs to workers across
a wide range of occupations, the
community has become an inte-
gral part of Oman’s social and eco-
nomic landscape.

For the ambassador, the dias-
pora represents much more than a 
workforce.

“They are the living bridge be-
tween India and Oman,” he said.

The community’s contribution,
he added, extends to the economic
relationship as well as the wider
image and understanding of India 
in Oman. Its long history in the
Sultanate gives it a distinctive role
in strengthening the people-to-
people foundation of bilateral ties.

Pise also emphasised the em-
bassy’s responsibilities towards
Indians who fi nd themselves in
diffi  culty.

The embassy has a dedicated
welfare team and a 24-hour emer-
gency contact mechanism to re-
spond to grievances and cases
involving Indians in distress. In

coordination with Omani authori-
ties, assistance can include ac-
commodation, medical support, 
repatriation and emergency travel 
arrangements for people who can-
not aff ord to return home.

A community welfare fund is 
used to support those facing genu-
ine fi nancial hardship. 

One-stop centre for women
The embassy has also established a 
one-stop centre to assist women in 
distress, including those who have 
overstayed visas or left employers 
and wish to return to India.

Pise said the embassy works 
with relevant authorities and 
sponsors to fi nd solutions and 
minimise the period of distress be-
fore facilitating their return.

The humanitarian dimension of 
the relationship has also extended 
to seafarers.

Thankful to Omani 
authorities
With regional tensions aff ecting 
maritime routes, Pise acknowl-
edged the assistance provided by 
Oman and the Royal Navy of Oman 
(RNO) to Indians in distress at sea.

He expressed appreciation for 
the support extended by Omani 
authorities and stressed the im-
portance of keeping commercial 
shipping routes safe and secure in 
the Strait of Hormuz.

That concern is closely linked to 
India’s energy security.

Pise said a signifi cant share 
of India’s energy requirements 
comes from the wider region and 
that disruptions to maritime 
routes can aff ect both supplies 
and prices.

India, he stressed, wants the 
regional confl ict to be resolved as 
soon as possible and has consist-
ently advocated the safety and se-
curity of commercial navigation.

Maritime cooperation
For India and Oman, maritime 
cooperation therefore has impli-
cations far beyond naval engage-
ment. It is tied to energy, trade, 
supply chains and the stability of 
the wider region.

The future partnership, mean-
while, is increasingly expected to 
be knowledge-driven.

India’s Technical and Eco-
nomic Cooperation programme, 
launched in 1964, is one of the 
key vehicles through which In-
dia shares expertise with partner 
countries.

Pise said Omani offi  cials have 
benefi ted from training in areas 
including information technology, 
cybersecurity, agriculture, bank-
ing and other economic and social 
sectors.

Scholarships are another impor-
tant component, with opportuni-
ties for Omani students at under-
graduate, master’s and PhD levels.

New education policy
Pise also sees scope for Indian 
universities and educational in-
stitutions to establish a greater 
presence in Oman, particularly 

as India’s new education policy 
encourages international engage-
ment and overseas campuses.

Oman already has a substantial 
Indian school network, with tens 
of thousands of Indian students 
studying under the CBSE system. 
The ambassador believes higher 
education could become another 
important bridge between the two 
countries.

The potential is particularly 
strong among young people.

Both countries have young pop-
ulations, and Pise believes youth 
engagement should become a pri-
ority in the years ahead.

India’s demographic strength 
and Oman’s young population cre-
ate opportunities for cooperation 
in education, skills, technology, 
entrepreneurship and innovation.

Recent exchanges involving 
Omani students visiting India to 
see the country’s space programme 
illustrate the kind of knowledge-
sharing that could become more 
important in the future.

Space, renewable energy, tech-
nology and scientifi c research, he 
believes, are no longer peripheral 
areas of the relationship. They could 
become central to its next phase.

And that is perhaps the defi ning 
message from the ambassador as 
India reaches its 80th year: the re-
lationship cannot remain content 
with incremental growth. 

Expanding economy
Pise wants measurable ambition.

He points to bilateral trade of 
around $11 billion and says CEPA 
should help take that relationship 
o a higher level. He also sees sub-
stantial scope for greater invest-
ment in both directions.

Indian companies have invested 
in Oman, but Pise believes Omani 
investors should also look more 
actively towards India, particularly 
in sectors ranging from energy and 
natural resources to metals, invest-
ment funds and capital markets.

India’s expanding economy, he 
argues, presents a large and in-
creasingly attractive market for 
Omani capital.

The future, therefore, is not sim-
ply about India doing more busi-
ness in Oman. It is about creating 
a two-way economic relationship 
that connects investment, tech-
nology, manufacturing, services 
and people.

After 80 years of independence 
and around seven decades of for-
mal diplomatic ties with Oman, 
the relationship has already moved 
far beyond its original foundations.

Its next chapter is being writ-
ten against a very diff erent global 
backdrop — one marked by geopo-
litical uncertainty, supply-chain 
disruptions, technological trans-
formation and a race towards new 
sources of energy and growth.

For India and Oman, that 
changing environment may make 
their longstanding trust even
more valuable.

Pise sees a “very bright future” 
for the partnership, but his em-
phasis is on action rather than 
sentiment: stronger economic ties, 
deeper strategic cooperation, great-
er investment, expanded educa-
tional and technological exchanges, 
stronger maritime collaboration 
and closer engagement between the 
two countries’ young people.

The history provides the foun-
dation. The challenge now is to 
turn that foundation into a part-
nership ambitious enough for the 
next 20, 30 and 50 years.

As India looks towards its cente-
nary of independence in 2047, the 
ambassador believes India-Oman 
ties should be moving towards 
their own set of ambitious targets 
— with trade, investment and co-
operation across sectors growing 
substantially.

At 80, India is looking back with 
confi dence. With Oman, it is also 
looking ahead.

From historic maritime links and enduring

people-to-people ties to a deeper strategic 

and economic partnership, India and 

Oman are entering the next phase of 

a relationship shaped by trust, shared 

interests and growing ambition. Indian

Ambassador to Oman H E Prashant Pise

spoke to Times of Oman on the occasion of 

the 80th Indian Independence Day

India at 80: A timeless bond with 
Oman, a future of shared ambitiona

imes
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Al Nahda Hospital performs 
over 835 cochlear implants 
Times News Service

MUSCAT: The cochlear implant 
team at Al Nahda Hospital has 
performed over 835 cochlear im-
plant surgeries, as part of its ongo-
ing eff orts to enhance its special-
ised services as the leading centre 
for this type of surgery in the Sul-
tanate of Oman.

Al Nahda Hospital, part of the 
Khoula General Hospital Direc-
torate, provides comprehensive 
cochlear implant services, includ-
ing diagnosis, treatment, and re-
habilitation, in accordance with 
the latest medical practices in 
this fi eld.

Surgical techniques
The hospital continues to develop 
surgical techniques, perform-
ing a number of cochlear implant 
surgeries using local anaesthesia, 
based on the patient’s health as-
sessment and the decision of the 
specialised medical team.

A cochlear implant is an elec-
tronic device surgically implant-
ed in the inner ear to help people 
with severe to profound hearing 
loss who do not benefi t suffi  -

ciently from hearing aids.
It works by stimulating the au-

ditory nerve and helping the brain
receive sound signals.

Improving hearing
This type of intervention contrib-
utes to improving hearing and
speech comprehension, enhanc-
ing communication and social
interaction skills, and supporting 
language and speech develop-
ment in children, in addition to
improving their quality of life.

The cochlear implant team 
continues to conduct regular vis-
its to various governorates of the
Sultanate of Oman to perform
surgeries and facilitate access to
specialised care for benefi ciar-
ies, thus promoting the principle
of equitable access to specialised
healthcare services.

Early diagnosis 
and intervention
Al Nahda Hospital emphasises
the importance of early diagno-
sis and intervention in cases of 
hearing loss, especially in chil-
dren, as these play a crucial role
in supporting the development of 

hearing, language, and commu-
nication skills.  The hospital also 
stresses that the success of coch-
lear implantation depends not 
only on the surgery itself but also 
on auditory and language rehabil-
itation programmes and regular 
post-operative follow-up.

Specialised healthcare 
services
These eff orts are part of the Min-
istry of Health’s commitment to 
developing specialised health-
care services and enhancing the 
quality of care provided to ben-
efi ciaries, thereby contributing 
to a better quality of life and sup-
porting a brighter auditory and 
linguistic future for children and 
patients benefi ting from coch-
lear implant services.

It is worth mentioning that the 
cochlear implant team at Al Nah-
da Hospital performed one of the 
smallest cochlear implant sur-
geries in the world on a 9-week-
old child, in a medical achieve-
ment that refl ects the level of 
expertise and competence that 
the medical team possesses in 
this specialised fi eld.

S P E C I A L I S E D  M E D I C A L  T E A M

Muscat Gases Company SAOG
PO Box 11, PC 124, Rusayl, Sultanate of Oman.
Tel: 22526900, Email: info@muscatgas.com

COMPANY REPORT FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 30TH JUNE 2026

SEPARATE AND CONSOLIDATED UNAUDITED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 
AS AT 30 JUNE 2026

SEPARATE AND CONSOLIDATED UNAUDITED STATEMENT OF PROFIT OR LOSS AND OTHER 
COMPREHENSIVE INCOME FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 30 JUNE 2026

Dear Shareholders,

30th June 2026.

.

Thanking you,

Mr. Abdullah Saud M. Al Romaih
Chairman

Note:

30 June 2026 30 June 2025
Parent Group Parent Group

Revenue 10,879,338  11,660,841

(10,324,548)  (11,104,531)

554,790  556,310

(493,931)  (669,960)

14,912  14,995

75,771  (98,655)

(11,366)  (11,416)

 64,405  (110,071)

Other comprehensive income -  - - -

Total comprehensive incomeTT  64,405  (110,071)

Earnings per share  0.002  (0.004)

30 June 2026 30 June 2025 31 December 2025
P Grouparent P Grouparent P Grouparent

ASSETS

Non-current Assets:

2,944,373  3,267,092  3,023,260

270,269  270,269

-  - -  -  -  -

2,004,118  - -  - 

-  996,800 -

 490,558  490,558 -  -

Total TT Non-current Assets 5,709,318  5,024,719

Current Assets:

857,035  1,094,305

3,929,979  3,959,045

1,358,021  1,504,831

Total TT Current Assets 6,145,035  6,558,181

TOTALTT ASSETS  11,854,353  11,582,900

EQUITY AND LIABILITIES

Equity:

3,000,000  3,000,000 3,000,000  3,000,000  3,000,000  3,000,000 

1,000,000  1,015,863

1,457,067  1,457,067

1,292,166  1,370,366

(738,778)  (1,000,697)

Total TT Equity 6,010,455  5,842,599

Non-current Liabilties:

154,931  202,075

-  - - - - -

335,291  335,291

115,605  128,657

Total TT Non-current Liabilities 605,827  666,023

Current Liabilties:

4,581,434  4,417,591

614,989  614,989

- - -  -  -  -

 10,064  10,064 

 31,584  31,634 

Total Current TT Liabilities 5,238,071  5,074,278

Total TT Liabilities 5,843,898  5,740,301

TOTALTT EQUITY AND LIABILITIES  11,854,353  11,582,900

Net Assets Per Share (RO) 0.200 0.195

MUSCAT GOVERNORATE
MUSCAT MUNICIPALITY

Advertisement No.(28/2026)

Website: www.mm.govg .om

Muscat Municipality invites interested companies to the following bidding :

Sr. Bidding 
No.

Bidding 
description

Document fee
Deadline 

for 
obtaining 

docs.

Deadline 
for inquires 
submission

Deadline for 
submission

LO/RE SMEs

1 2026/09 12/09/2026 30/09/2026 12/10/2026

 
Registered companies with Muscat Municipality which are Specialized in above bids are invited to participate 
as per the following procedures:

Bank Muscat 0423010702710024

NOTES:
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Saluting the past,
Celebrating the present,

Inspiring the future...

Independence 
Day

Happy

AUGUST
14th

P.O. Box, 2822, Ruwi, P.C. 112, Sultanate of Oman
H.O. Tel: 24697025, 24697026, Fax: 24600217, Muscat Showroom: Tel: 24595381, Fax: 24595829

Salaalah Showroom: Tel: 23291711, Fax: 23291707, Email: starmail@omantel.net.om

STARS LIGHT LLC

Oman denounces Colombia’s 

recognition of Israeli sovereignty 

over Occupied Syrian Golan
MUSCAT: The Sultanate of Oman 
has denounced the decision of the 
Government of the Republic of 
Colombia to recognise Israel’s sov-
ereignty over the occupied Syrian 
Golan.

Oman affi  rmed that this deci-
sion constitutes a violation of in-
ternational law and contradicts 

the resolutions of international 
legitimacy, foremost among them 
United Nations Security Council 
Resolution No. 497 of 1981.

In a statement issued yester-
dayby the Foreign Ministry, Oman 
reiterated its steadfast position 
that the Golan is occupied Syr-
ian territory, affi  rming its support 

for the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of the Syrian Arab Re-
public over all its lands. Oman also
called upon all states to adhere to
the Charter of the United Nations ,
the provisions of international law,
and the relevant resolutions of in-
ternational legitimacy.

— ONA

F O R E I G N  M I N I S T R Y

Real estate trading value 

in Al Buraimi reaches over 

OMR16mn in H1 2026
AL BURAIMI: The value of real 
estate trading in Al Buraimi Gov-
ernorate during the first half of 
2026 reached approximately 
OMR16.77 million compared to 
OMR18.46 million during the 
same period in 2025, marking 
a decline of about 9%, accord-
ing to data issued by the Direc-
torate General of Housing and 
Urban Planning in Al Buraimi 
Governorate.

The data showed that the trad-
ed value of sale contracts up to the 
end of June this year amounted 
to OMR6,527,444, compared to 
OMR8,914,667 during the same 
period last year.

The number of sale contracts 
decreased by 26%.

The traded value of mortgage 
contracts recorded an increase of 
11.7%, reaching OMR10,213,211 
by the end of the fi rst half of this 
year, compared to OMR9,141,678 
during the same period in 2025.

The traded value of swap 
contracts rose by 41.7% to 
OMR32,400 by the end of June 
2026, compared to OMR22,860 
during the same period last year.

The Directorate General of 
Housing and Urban Planning in 
Al Buraimi Governorate contin-
ues its eff orts in the investment 
sector by enhancing the utilisa-
tion of government land and sup-
porting projects related to food 
security, in partnership with the 
Directorate General of Agricul-
ture and Water Resources in the 
governorate. The number of in-
vestment sites off ered during the 
fi rst half of this year reached ap-
proximately 44 sites.

In the real estate development 
sector, Al Buraimi Governorate is 
witnessing the implementation of 
Al Salam Neighbourhood project, 
which is one of the integrated res-
idential communities under the 
“Surooh” initiative, as part of the 
broader direction to provide com-
prehensive housing options that 
meet the needs of families and 
contribute to enhancing quality of 
life in the governorate.

The project comprises 580 
housing units, with the com-
pletion rate for the fi rst phase 
reaching 31%, underscoring the 
progress of construction work on 

the project. It falls within the in-
tegrated residential community 
system aimed at creating urban
developments where housing is
complemented by facilities, ser-
vices and public spaces.

Sulaiman Ali Al Qarni, Direc-
tor General of Housing and Urban
Planning in Al Buraimi Governo-
rate, stated that housing assis-
tance provided to eligible families
varies between home construc-
tion or purchase. He noted that by 
the end of June this year, the re-
view and approval of 120 housing 
assistance applications across the
governorate had been completed,
while procedures for fi nancial
commitment are currently being 
fi nalised for the coming period.

He affi  rmed that the Direc-
torate is working to increase
response rates to benefi ciaries’
requests and improve the quality 
of services provided by activat-
ing a number of programmes and
initiatives that contribute to di-
versifying the options available
to benefi ciaries, foremost among 
which are varied housing choices
for eligible individuals. — ONA

F I R S T  H A L F  D A T A
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New industrial cities to

support diversifi cation

“The projects involve 
the development of ful-
ly integrated industrial 
cities equipped with 
advanced infrastruc-

ture and logistics services. Estab-
lishing new industrial cities in Al 
Suwaiq, Al Mudhaibi, Thumrait 
and Madha aims to strengthen 
Oman’s industrial infrastruc-
ture, support economic diversi-
fi cation, attract local and foreign 
investments, support SMEs, and 
generate job opportunities.”

Al Salehi highlighted Al Su-
waiq Industrial City as one of Ma-
dayn’s promising development 
projects in North Al Batinah Gov-
ernorate. The city covers a total 
area of approximately 12.2 mil-
lion square metres, with around 
1.3 million square metresto be 
developed during Phase 1.

“The city will feature Madayn 
Entrepreneurial Complex, Ma-
dayn Agricultural Complex, fa-
cility building, water and sewage 
networks, fi refi ghting networks, 
internal roads, solar-powered 
lighting, and other integrated 
infrastructure and utility ser-
vices,” he said.

“Al Suwaiq Industrial City 
aims to stimulate industrial, ag-
ricultural and service activities 
in North Al Batinah Governorate 
while providing an integrated 
investment environment that 
meets investor requirements,” 
he added.

Moreover, Al Mudhaibi 
Industrial City in North Al 
Sharqiyah Governorate spans 
nearly 9 million square metres, 
with approximately 1.3 mil-
lion square metresallocated for 
Phase 1 development.

Al Salehi stated that devel-
opment works are already un-
derway at an estimated cost of 
OMR17 million, with the project 
recording a 7% completion rate. 
Upon completion, the project 
will feature dedicated entrepre-
neurial and agricultural com-
plexes along alongside fully inte-
grated infrastructure and utility 
networks. The city is expected to 
support economic activity in 
North Al Sharqiyah Governorate 
and create new investment op-
portunities across the industrial, 
agricultural and logistics sectors.

“In Dhofar Governorate, Ma-
dayn is implementing Thumrait 
Industrial City across 4 million 
square metres. The project in-
cludes Madayn Entrepreneurial 
Complex, facility building, inter-
nal roads, solar lighting systems, 
and essential infrastructure and 
utility services designed to ad-
vance economic development 
in Dhofar Governorate, attract 
industrial and service invest-
ments, and strengthen commer-
cial and logistics activities,” Al 
Salehi further noted. — ONA

P U B L I C  E S T A B L I S H M E N T  F O R  I N D U S T R I A L  E S T A T E S 
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Exhibition highlights civilisational 

essence and human heritage of Oman 
SALALAH: The “My Identity: 
Oman – Identity and Civilisation” 
event and exhibition on Wednes-
day commenced at the Sultan Qa-
boos Youth Compound for Culture 
and Entertainment in Salalah, 
Dhofar Governorate. Organised 
by the Hidayah Waqf Foundation, 
the event will run until 19 August 
2026. The opening ceremony 
was held under the patronage of 
Dr. Ahmed Mohsen Al Ghassani, 
Chairman of Dhofar Municipality.

The event features an exhibi-
tion comprising a variety of pavil-
ions, including a pavilion on rights 
in Omani society, a pavilion on 
Omani values in urban jurispru-
dence, and a pavilion on the values 
and ethics of Omani merchants 

in spreading Islam, alongside a 
pavilion showcasing Omani con-
tributions in various fi elds of the 
humanities, and an Omani village 
pavilion that embodies the fea-

tures of Omani architecture as an 
intellectual and human heritage.

The event aims to highlight the 
civilisational essence of Oman 
and the roots of its authentic Is-

lamic values through the model 
of the balanced Omani charac-
ter, while also reinforcing Omani 
identity across diff erent segments 
of society. — ONA

H I D A Y A H  W A Q F  F O U N D A T I O N

Exploration Camp activities 
for school students continue 
MUSCAT: The activities of the
Exploration Camp for school stu-
dents continued on Wednesday in
Muscat Governorate. The camp is
organised by the Ministry of Edu-
cation in strategic partnership
with OQ Exploration and Pro-
duction and targets 110 students
in grades 9–11 from the governo-
rates of Al Dakhiliyah, Al Dhahi-
rah and North Al Sharqiyah.

The camp, which runs until the
20th of this month, aims to pre-
pare a generation capable of keep-
ing pace with the requirements of 
the knowledge economy and sus-
tainability, invest in human capi-
tal, and develop the future skills
of Omani youth through an in-
tensive training programme that
integrates theoretical and applied
aspects in the fi elds of energy, sus-
tainability, artifi cial intelligence,
and entrepreneurship.

The camp focuses on equipping 
participants with an advanced
understanding of conventional

and renewable energy systems, 
exploring AI applications within 
the sector, and honing design 
thinking and problem-solving 
skills. Additionally, it enables 
students to develop innovative 
entrepreneurial projects that ad-
dress real-world challenges in the 
energy sector.

The programme includes spe-
cialised tracks and interactive 
activities to translate ideas into 

viable projects through the devel-
opment of sustainable business
models, in alignment with na-
tional directions for economic di-
versifi cation and innovation pro-
motion. It also provides students
with the opportunity to interact
directly with experts and special-
ists to learn about future career
pathways and enhance their read-
iness for the labour market.

— ONA

I N  M U S C A T

Summer Scout 
Camp begins

SALALAH: The Summer Scout
Camp for the Senior Scout Phase
offi  cially commenced on Wednes-
day at the Permanent Scout Camp
in the plain of Jabal Ashur area of 
Dhofar Governorate.

Organised by the Ministry of 
Education, represented by the
Directorate General of Scouting,
Guiding and Student Activities, 
the camp is being held under the
theme “Our Future Lies in Our
Values” and will run until 17 Au-
gust 2026. Approximately 300
scouts and scout leaders from vari-
ous governorates of Oman are par-
ticipating in the camp. The event
aims to reinforce humanitarian
values and principles across mul-
tiple domains, harness the ener-
gies of youth to showcase and de-
velop their talents, and prepare a 
generation capable of innovation,
self-reliance, and eff ective time
management.

The camp features a diverse ar-
ray of programs and activities that
integrate practical, applied and
theoretical dimensions. — ONA

I N  D H O F A R
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Pakistan Minister says 3 nationals 
killed in ‘Houthi Red Sea attack’
ISLAMABAD: At least three Pa-
kistani nations were killed in an 
“incident involving an attack on 
a commercial vessel in the Red 
Sea,” Pakistan’s Foreign Minister 
Ishaq Dar said on Wednesday. 

Another Pakistani national had 
sustained injuries.

“Pakistan strongly condemns 
the Houthi attack on a non-com-
batant commercial vessel. Such 
attacks endanger innocent lives, 
constitute a violation of inter-
national law, and pose a serious 
threat to freedom of navigation, 
maritime security, and the safety 
of commercial shipping in the 
Red Sea,” the minister said in a 
post on X. 

Pakistan’s Foreign Ministry 
was in contact with Saudi Arabia 
and Yemen to ascertain further 

details of the incident, Dar said. 
Meanwhile, the Pakistani Embas-
sy in Riyadh was coordinating the 

retrieval and repatriation of the
mortal remains of their deceased
nationals.

Vessels under attack amid 
Middle East confl ict
On Tuesday, the US and Yemen’s 
Iran-backed Houthi rebels report-
ed separate attacks on shipping 
as peace negotiations between 
Washington and Tehran seem-
ingly stagnated once again.  

At the southern end of the Red 
Sea, a suspected Houthi attack 
on a small cargo vessel killed four 
crew members, Yemen’s Trans-
port Ministry said. 

It was not immediately clear is 
this was the same vessel Dar was 
referring to.

Commercial shipping and sea-
farers passing through the Middle 
East have increasingly come un-
der attack by both the US and Iran 
since the confl ict began earlier 
this year. - DW

C O M M E R C I A L  V E S S E L

Drone attack: Fires at Libya fuel 

storage facility under control

TRIPOLI: Libya’s National Oil 
Corporation (NOC) said on Tues-
day that fi res at a fuel storage fa-
cility had been quickly brought 
under control after a drone attack.

The Zawiya oil complex west of 
Tripoli is home to the country’s 
largest refi nery and has been the 
scene of repeated armed clashes 
between warring factions fi ght-
ing for primacy in the country 
since the fall of former strongman
leader Moammar Gadhafi  in 2011.

What happened in the
drone attack?
Monday’s attack by an as yet un-
declared actor targeted the Zawi-
ya Oil Refi ning Company with 
explosives-laden drones, causing 
a tank containing about 4.5 mil-
lion litres of gasoline to collapse 
after a fi re.

Owner Brega Petroleum Mar-
keting said the fi res had been 
brought under control far faster 
than expected, with engineers 
telling Reuters news agency that 
damage had been limited, though 
operations were interrupted.

In a statement on X, Abdulha-
mid Dbeibah, Libya’s internation-
ally recognized prime minister, 
wrote that the crime of targeting 
civilian infrastructure would “not 
go unanswered.”

“The use of drones to strike
vital facilities,” wrote Dbeibah, 
“is not a random incident, but 
rather an organized and danger-
ous act that requires a fi rm re-
sponse to protect the state and its 
institutions and prevent its recur-
rence.”

Offi  cials from Libya’s elec-
tricity provider said two further
drones targeted the Zawiya power 
plant early Tuesday morning, 
with one hitting the fi re-fi ghting 
system but causing no damage.

What is the security
situation in divided Libya?
Libya has remained divided since 
the 2011 uprising that toppled 
Gadhafi . Dbeibah’s UN-recog-
nized government is based in 
Tripoli in the west, while eastern 
and parts of southern Libya are 
controlled by the Libyan National 
Army (LNA), a military force led 
by commander Khalifa Haftar.

Amid those tensions, the LNA 
said its head of military intelli-
gence, Fawzi al-Mansouri, was 
killed in a car bombing in Beng-
hazi on Monday night.

According to the LNA, an ex-
plosive device attached to al-
Mansouri’s vehicle detonated 
as he left a mosque. Authorities 
have not identifi ed those respon-
sible.

Khaled Haftar, one of Khalifa 
Haftar’s sons, said an investiga-
tion had been opened, adding that 
initial “indicators point to a des-
picable terrorist tactic,” accord-
ing to AFP news agency.

His offi  ce later said authorities 
had arrested a “terrorist cell” in 
Benghazi that was allegedly pre-

paring acts of sabotage, but did 
not say whether it was linked to 
al-Mansouri’s killing.

Al-Mansouri was a prominent 
military fi gure close to the Haftar 
family and had played a key role in 
fi ghting jihadist groups in eastern 
Libya.

How has political division
aff ected oil production?
The split between dueling ad-
ministrations has stunted the 
country’s oil producing progress 
and kept foreign investors wary 
as rival sides clash over control of 
the oil revenues that pour into the 
Central Bank of Libya.

In 2024, a standoff  over control 
of the bank slashed the country’s 
oil exports by more than half.

Libya holds Africa’s largest 
proven oil reserves, yet has strug-
gled to return to pre-2011 produc-
tion levels of 1.6 million barrels 
per day.

June production hit 1.44 mil-
lion barrels per day, the highest 
output levels since 2013, but far 
short of its target of 2 million bar-
rels per day. - DW

Z A W I Y A  O I L  C O M P L E X

Around 2.4mn girls barred 
from school in Afghanistan
KABUL: Around 2.4 million girls
in Afghanistan have been denied
access to secondary education
since the Taliban returned to
power in 2021, UNESCO said on
Tuesday.

The fi gure has risen by about 
200,000 since last year and could
reach nearly four million by 2030
if the ban remains in place.

“Afghanistan remains the only 
country in the world where girls
and women are formally banned
from secondary and higher educa-
tion,” Hoda Jaberian, UNESCO’s
program coordinator for education
in emergencies, said.

“Five years is not a temporary 
interruption in a child’s education.
It is clearly almost an entire sec-
ondary school cycle.”

The Taliban seized power on 
August 15, 2021, as US and NATO
forces withdrew after two decades
of war.

They initially assured the inter-
national community that women
would be allowed to continue
studying.

But secondary schools were 
closed to girls in March 2022.
Women were barred from univer-
sities in December that year.

The Taliban described both 
measures as temporary, but they 
remain in force.

The authorities say they respect
women’s rights in line with their
interpretation of Islamic law and
Afghan culture. They have also
insisted the issue is a domestic
matter.

Restrictions extend beyond edu-
cation. Women face limits on em-
ployment and movement and have
been barred from public parks,
gyms and beauty salons.

The UN has described the 
broader system of restrictions as
“gender apartheid.” Russia is the
only country to formally recognize

the Taliban administration.

What has happened to 
girls’ education?
UNESCO says the restrictions 
have reversed two decades of 
progress.

Girls had very limited access to
schooling in 2001. By 2021, nearly 
one million were enrolled in sec-
ondary education.

“Afghanistan had made really 
major progress in expanding girls’
access to education,” Jaberian
said. “But unfortunately, much of 
that progress now has been com-
pletely reversed.”

UNESCO has called for the
immediate and unconditional
restoration of girls’ and women’s
right to secondary and higher
education.

The agency continues to sup-
port community-based education
as well as literacy and skills pro-
grams, often held in community 
spaces or facilitators’ homes.

UNESCO estimates that ex-
cluding women from secondary 
and higher education could push
around 600,000 women out of the
workforce by 2066.

The restrictions could also
cause cumulative income losses of 
9.6 billion US dollars and increase
the risk of early marriage.

The ban is also worsening a 

shortage of female teachers. UN-
ESCO expects Afghanistan to face 
a defi cit of more than 11,000 quali-
fi ed female teachers by 2030.

The system is also under pres-
sure from people returning to
Afghanistan.

Three million people returned 
in 2025 alone, either voluntarily or
forcibly. More than seven million 
have returned or been forced back
since 2023.

Natural disasters have added to 
the crisis. Earthquakes, fl oods and 
other disasters have forced around 
1,000 schools to close since 2021, 
UNESCO said.

“Many teachers have left the 
country and those who were in the
system are banned from continu-
ing teaching,” Jaberian said.

She added that restrictions on 
women teaching boys had left
some pupils with unqualifi ed male 
teachers or no teachers at all.

How severe is Afghanistan’s 
wider education crisis?
Afghanistan’s education system
is facing problems far beyond the
ban on girls. More than two mil-
lion primary school children are 
already out of school for other rea-
sons. More than 90% of 10-year-
olds cannot read a simple text, 
while the national literacy rate
stands at 37%. - DW

U N E S C O

Europe braces for 
another heat wave
BERLIN: Millions of people 
across Europe on Wednesday 
were set for more extreme heat, 
as yet another heat wave descends 
on the world’s fastest-warming 
continent.

In France, Italy and Spain, some 
92 million people are expected to 
swelter in temperatures exceed-
ing 35 degrees Celsius (95 degrees 
Fahrenheit) on Wednesday.

Some 300 million people — 
more than half Europe’s popula-
tion — will see temperatures pass 
30 C The new heat wave comes af-
ter Western Europe saw its warm-
est ever June-July period, the 
EU’s Copernicus Climate Change 
Service(C3S) said on Monday.

According to C3S fi gures, tem-
peratures in Europe are rising at 
twice the speed of other conti-
nents.

The German Weather Service 
has forecast highs on Wednesday 
of 34 C.

Temperatures are set to climb 
to 37 C on Thursday and as high as 
39 C by Friday for much of western 
and southern Germany, the na-
tional meteorology agency said.

The looming heatwave is the 
third blast of extreme heat that 
Germany has seen this summer.

The prolonged heat has caused 
water levels on the Rhine to drop 
to record lows in some areas. The 
river is one of Europe’s main wa-
terways for transports of grain, 
minerals, fuel and other goods.

The drought conditions are im-
pacting both Germany’s environ-
ment as well as its economy, with 
companies that rely on goods nor-
mally transported via water suff er-
ing supply shortfalls. - DW

M I L L I O N S  A F F E C T E D

grounded vessel off  Al Hallaniyat Islands

MUSCAT: The Environment 
Authority continues to monitor 
the repercussions of the vessel 
grounding incident near Al Qib-
liyah Island, part of the Al Hal-
laniyat Islands archipelago in the 
Governorate of Dhofar.

Eff orts are underway to con-
duct and execute monitoring, sur-
vey, and environmental handling 
operations in coordination with 
relevant entities, using technical 
monitoring means, satellite im-
agery, and numerical models to 
track the movement and spread of 
oil slicks and predict their poten-
tial landing sites.

The Authority clarifi ed that 
Wednesday’s monitoring results 
showed that some beaches in the 
Ras Madrakah area were aff ected 
by oil pollution, with expecta-
tions of an aff ected coastal stretch 
reaching up to 40 kilometres in 
length in the same area, alongside 
the possibility of the southern 
beaches of Masirah Island be-
ing aff ected in the coming hours 
within a range of 10 to 20 kilome-
tres according to current data. 

Meanwhile, specialised teams 
continue follow-up and response 
eff orts and take necessary meas-
ures to limit its spread and mini-

mise its potential impacts, giving 
priority to areas of high environ-
mental sensitivity.

The Authority called on fi sher-
men, beachgoers, and members 
of the community not to ap-
proach any spotted materials or 
pollutants and to report them to 
the competent authorities, reaf-
fi rming its continued tracking 
of updates and announcing any 
developments through offi  cial 
channels. — ONA

N E A R  A L  Q I B L I Y A H  I S L A N D

354 green, heritage

inns, guest houses, 

rest stops and camps 

in South Al Batinah

A’RUSTAQ: Green inns, heritage 
inns, guest houses, rest stops and 
camps in South Al Batinah Gov-
ernorate are contributing to rede-
fi ning the tourism experience in 
the governorate, owing to the fact 
that some are situated in locations 
rich in natural and heritage com-
ponents, while others are located 
in environments that still preserve 
the essence of traditional life.

The Ministry of Heritage and 
Tourism has affi  rmed that these 
types of tourism establishments 
are witnessing growing demand, 
having provided promising invest-
ment opportunities for youth and 
entrepreneurs to adopt innovative 
projects, alongside diversifying 
tourism experiences that enrich 
the sector and enhance the attrac-
tiveness of destinations.

The Ministry, represented by 
the Heritage and Tourism Depart-
ment in South Al Batinah Gover-
norate, pointed out that the num-
ber of licensed green inns, heritage 
inns, guest houses, rest stops, and 

camps in the governorate reached 
approximately 354 establishments 
by the end of the fi rst half of 2026. 

These consist of 5 rest stops 
and 2 camps, 275 guest houses, 70 
green inns, and 2 heritage inns, 
distributed across the wilayats of 
Barka, Al Musannah, A’Rustaq, 
Nakhal, Wadi Al Maawil and Al 
Awabi. — ONA

G R O W I N G  D E M A N D  S E E N
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Bangladesh take on Australia 
in long-awaited Darwin Test

DARWIN: In so many ways, the 
Test series has been a long time 
coming. Bangladesh have not vis-
ited Australia for a Test series in 
23 years (and 18 for any bilateral 
exchange), while Darwin has not 
hosted a Test for 22.

The fi rst Test of the series be-
gins on Thursday.

Even on a more micro level, it’s 
been seven months since Australia’s 
men played a Test and more than a 
year since the big four of their bowl-
ing attack featured together.

The fact that Bangladesh have 
waited so long for a series in this 
country does not refl ect particularly 
well on Cricket Australia, although 
more recent administrations have 
started to take a broader view on 
their role in world cricket.

Quite when Bangladesh can ex-
pect to return, however, remains 
uncertain.

There will be various inter-
ested parties with fi ngers crossed 
for a contest that goes deep into 
the weekend - perhaps everyone 

other than the Australia players, 
who will want to be ruthless as the 
team begins their epic run of 20, 
or 21, Tests in the next 12 months 
and avoid dropping any World Test 
Championship (WTC) points.

Bangladesh’s second-innings 
collapse for 54 against a CA XI in 
the warm-up match did not bode 
well but, when the coin goes up on 
Thursday morning, both sides be-
gin on the same score.

Australia are in a fascinating 
position as a Test side heading 
into what will be an era-defi ning 
stretch. On the one hand, they are 
successful and settled. 

But on the other, they also have 
a number of questions around 
them. An often referenced one is 

the age profi le of the team - only 
Cameron Green will be under 30 -
particularly when it comes to the
fast-bowling group, but they all
continue to warrant selection and
it would be a tough sell to move
them aside with the major series
ahead, although rotation is surely 
inevitable.

The batting order starts the
series with some uncertainty.
Jake Weatherald faces a huge two
weeks in trying to secure his place
at the top of the order to stop the
revolving door, Green needs to de-
liver on his talent (a stable spot in
the order would help), and Marnus
Labuschagne has yet to fully con-
vince he’s back to his best.

That top order may still be chal-

lenged by the visiting attack, but 
would have been more thoroughly 
examined if fi ery quick Nahid Rana 
had been available. 

The side strain suff ered in Zim-
babwe was an agonising blow on so 
many levels. 

Bangladesh, who are fourth in 
the WTC after two wins against 
Pakistan earlier in the year, and 
won four in a row including a brace 
against Ireland before a recent 
hammering to Zimbabwe, will need 
the experience of captain Najmul 
Hossain Shanto and Mushfi qur 
Rahim to lead the way with the bat. 
A victory would be a massive upset.

In the spotlight
Cameron Green: He is the young-

est member of Australia’s Test 
side, but he’s not young in inter-
national cricket anymore. He’s 37 
matches into his career and holds 
middling averages. 

It feels as though he is entering a 
pivotal season, and perhaps even a 
pivotal couple of months if he’s to 
play a key role throughout this run 
of Test cricket. The management 
is desperate to keep him in the side 
but the faith will need to be repaid, 
most importantly with the bat 
where he should be a central fi gure 
in the future. Green has to make 
sure that’s the case.
Najmul Hossain Shanto: A huge 
amount rests on the shoulders of 
Bangladesh captain in a batting or-
der that feels vulnerable. 

He arrives with a decent 2026 
under his belt to date, averaging 
46.83 in three matches, and though 
his overall Test average is a less 
impressive 33.49, he has shown an 
ability to convert: of his 15 scores 
over fi fty, nine have become centu-
ries. He showed glimpses of form 
with 37 against the CA XI.

‘All about playing now’
Speaking ahead of the match Aus-
tralian skipper Pat Cummins said: 
“It’s been a great few months. Now 
it’s all about playing. We don’t look 
too far ahead. We as a group are 
quite good at just being quite pre-
sent, not thinking too far ahead 
and moving on from one game to 
the next. For us at the moment, it’s 
all Bangladesh this series.”

Cummins counterpart Shanto 
said: “They are obviously the No. 
1 team in the world, so we will be 
facing a lot of challenges. Playing 
against them is a huge opportunity 

for our players so nobody really 
needs added motivation. Every-
one is confi dent knowing that a 
fi ve-wicket haul or a century can 
be crucial. If it contributes to the 
team’s cause, it can only mean good 
things for the team.”

The clash at Marrara Oval will
be only the third Test ever in tropi-
cal Darwin and the fi rst since Sri 
Lanka visited in July 2004. The se-
ries moves to Harrup Park in Mac-
kay next week, which will host its 
maiden Test.

Team news
Australia: Scott Boland will warm 
the bench as Australia bring back 
their famous four for the fi rst time 
in more than a year as Pat Cum-
mins, Josh Hazlewood and Na-
than Lyon all return. The side is as 
expected but the batting needs to 
convince that it can stay together.
Bangladesh: Shanto hinted at 
there being some “niggles” in the 
Bangladesh camp but confi rmed 
Litton Das was fi t to take his place. 
Two frontline spinners also appear 
the likely route while Hasan Mah-
mud’s form for Kent and four wick-
ets in the warm-up match could 
earn him a spot.

Teams (probable)
Australia: Travis Head, Jake Weatherald, 
Marnus Labuschagne, Steven Smith, Cam-
eron Green, Alex Carey (wk), Beau Webster, 
Pat Cummins (capt), Mitchell Starc, Nathan 
Lyon, Josh Hazlewood.
Bangladesh: Tanzid Hasan, Shadman Islam, 
Mominul Haque, Najmul Hossain Shanto 
(capt), Mushfi qur Rahim, Litton Das (wk), 
Mehidy Hasan Miraz, Taijul Islam, Taskin 
Ahmed, Khaled Ahmed/Ebadot Hossain, 
Hasan Mahmud. (With inputs from Cricinfo)

For the hosts this is the 

start of a massive 12 

months in Test cricket 

with the two-match

series beginning on

Thursday

Dickwella, Madushanka return

to Sri Lanka side for Test series
COLOMBO: Niroshan Dickwel-
la returns to the Sri Lanka Test 
squad three years after he last 
played internationals.

Also in Sri Lanka’s squad for the 
Tests against India are uncapped 
off -spinner Keshara Nuwantha, 
uncapped top-order batter Pasin-
du Sooriyabandara - who had also 
been part of Sri Lanka’s last Test 
squad, and left-arm fast bowler 
Dilshan Madushanka, who has 
only played one Test, three years 
ago. Unavailable for selection 
were Pathum Nissanka, who con-
tinues to recover from a wrist 
surgery, and Kusal Mendis, who is 
out with a hamstring injury.

It is Kusal’s absence that has 
opened up a spot for Dickwella to 
make a comeback at age 33.

Sooriyabandara too keeps his 
place in the squad partly due to 
Nissanka’s absence, although Ni-
shan Madushka and Lahiru Udara 
are likely to open the batting, hav-
ing done so in Sri Lanka’s most-
recent Test.

Sri Lanka have also unusually se-
lected no fewer than four specialist 
quicks for a home series, with all-
rounder Milan Rathnayaka adding 
a fi fth seam-bowling option. Asitha 
Fernando is almost certain to play, 
but Sri Lanka also have Lahiru Ku-
mara, Vishwa Fernando, and Ma-
dushanka to pick from.

Only three front-line spinners 
have been picked. Left-arm spin-

ner Prabath Jayasuriya is Sri 
Lanka’s lead slow bowler, but may 
play alongside either uncapped 
Nuwantha, or Ramesh Mendis. 
Sonal Dinusha - the left-arm spin-
ning all-rounder - is also in Sri 
Lanka’s 16.

On the batting front, Sri Lan-
ka’s selections are more predicta-
ble. Dinesh Chandimal, Kamindu 
Mendis, and Dhananjaya de Silva 
are likely to bat at Nos 3, 4 and 5. 
All-rounders Dinusha, Ramesh 
Mendis, and Rathnayaka will be 
in the running to be selected low-
er down, with Dickwella likely to 
bat at No. 6 or 7.

Nuwantha, 25, had impressed 
in a Sri Lanka A match against In-
dia A in Galle last month, taking 5 
for 159 in the fi rst innings. In the 
last week, he also returned with 
match fi gures of 3 for 97 against 
India in the tour match in Co-
lombo. He is inexperienced even 
in domestic cricket however, with 

only 15 fi rst-class appearances 
and 64 wickets to his name.

Madushanka, meanwhile, has 
almost exclusively played T20 
cricket in the past two months, 
and had not played the Sri Lanka 
four-day domestic tournament 
this year, or in any multi-day Sri 
Lanka A fi xtures. His last Test 
was his debut against Pakistan in 
2023.

The fi rst Test begins in Galle on 
Saturday, before the series moves 
to the SSC in Colombo on August 
23 for its conclusion.
Squad: Dhananjaya De Silva 
(capt), Lahiru Udara, Nishan 
Madushka, Kamindu Mendis, 
Dinesh Chandimal, Pasindu Soor-
iyabandara, Sonal Dinusha, Niro-
shan Dickwella, Ramesh Mendis, 
Prabath Jayasuriya, Keshara Nu-
wantha, Milan Rathnayaka, Asi-
tha Fernando, Lahiru Kumara, 
Vishwa Fernando, Dilshan Madu-
shanka. - Agencies

A G A I N S T  I N D I A

Babar Azam returns to top 10
of ICC Test batting rankings
DUBAI: Pakistan captain Babar 
Azam returned to the top 10 of 
the ICC Men’s Test Batting Rank-
ings after two years following his 
team’s eight-wicket win over the 
West Indies in Port of Spain that 
helped draw the two-match ICC 
World Test Championship series.

The 31-year-old scored 88 and 
24 not out, advancing fi ve slots to 
10th position in the rankings. He 
had slipped out of the top 10 in 
September 2024 after remaining 
there continuously for the previ-
ous fi ve years.

Babar’s career best second posi-
tion was achieved during a home 
series against England in Decem-
ber 2022.

Abdullah Shafi que, who was 
named Player of the Match for his 
unbeaten knocks of 160 and 24, 
progressed 25 slots to 32nd posi-
tion, overtaking players like Mar-
nus Labuschagne, KL Rahul and 
compatriots Salman Agha and 
Shan Masood in the process.

Brandon King of the West Indies 
was another player to rise in the 
batters’ list, up from 73rd to joint-
69th despite being unable to bat in 
the second innings due to a back 
injury. He scored 46 off  50 balls in 
the fi rst innings.

The bowling rankings saw the 
West Indies fast bowler Shamar 
Joseph inch up one place to 19th 
after fi nishing with three wickets 
in the match while Pakistan off -

spinner Sajid Khan (up fi ve places 
to 30th), new-ball bowler Moham-
mad Ali (up eight places to 85th) 
and left-arm spinner Ali Usman 
(up 58 places to 97th) have also 
moved up.

In the ICC Men’s ODI Batting 
Rankings, Afghanistan opener 
Rahmanullah Gurbaz rose three 
positions to 11th after scoring 32 
and 71 in the second and third 
matches of their series against Ire-
land. Oman’s Hammad Mirza (up 
two places to 85th) and the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates’ (UAE) Rahul 
Chopra (up 37 places to joint-97th) 
have advanced following their per-
formances in the ICC Men’s Crick-
et World Cup League 2 series.

Ireland’s seam bowler Mark 

Adair returned in 17th position 
after picking two wickets each in 
two matches against Afghanistan 
and Scotland’s Brandon McMul-
len was up 10 spots to joint-48th in 
the bowlers’ list after taking three 
wickets each against Canada and 
the UAE.

The drawn Test series in the
West Indies has not helped the 
cause of either team as they oc-
cupy the bottom two positions in 
the ICC World Test Championship 
points table. Australia are at the 
top with 87.50 percentage points 
with seven wins and a loss in eight 
outings while South Africa (75.00) 
and New Zealand (72.22) are in 
second and third positions, respec-
tively. - Agencies

P A K I S T A N  S K I P P E R

Era of ‘randomly scheduled’ bilaterals ‘has to come to an end,’ says ICC CEO
DUBAI: The era of “randomly 
scheduled” bilateral series “has 
to come to an end,” but the much-
debated ODI format can continue 
to survive and thrive with its place 
“inextricably” linked to the World 
Cup, ICC CEO Sanjog Gupta said 
on Wednesday.

“The era of randomly scheduled 
bilateral series has to come to an 
end, because countries will not 
be able to sustain cricket without 
context, culture, competition and 
competitiveness, which require 
signifi cant investment of resourc-
es, both fi nancial and non-fi nan-
cial,” Gupta, who took over as ICC 
CEO in July last year, told Indian 
news agency PTI.

“It’s important to stay focused 
on the four levers which drive at-
tention and affi  liation - context, 
culture, competition and competi-
tiveness - and ODIs can continue 

not just to survive, but thrive.
“There is a place for the format 

in the product portfolio, which is 
inextricably linked to men’s and 
women’s World Cups. We need to 
look at what we want the format 
to stand for and how we want it to 
evolve, including the expanse of 
participation.”

The future of ODIs has become a 
debated issue for the last few years, 
especially with the advent of several 
T20 leagues around the world and 
Test cricket also garnering inter-
est and context with the introduc-
tion of the World Test Champion-
ship (WTC) in 2019, in which each 
two-year cycle ends with a team 
crowned the Test champion after 
the fi nal. For ODIs, the most recent 
landmark was the 5000th game 
played recently, between Scotland 
and Canada in Dundee last week.

The next ODI World Cup will be 

played in October-November 2027
in South Africa, Zimbabwe and
Namibia.

The ICC had recently - after its
annual conference in Edinburgh -
revamped the structure of the 14-
team tournament to include a Su-
per Series round before the group

stages, and a new Super 7 before 
the semi-fi nals.

Since the Super Series means 
the 12th, 13th and the 14th qualify-
ing teams will play in a tri-series 
from which only one will make it 
to the main round of the World 
Cup, the format of the tournament 

copped severe criticism earlier this 
week from two Associate boards, 
Cricket Scotland and KNCB, the 
Netherlands Cricket Board.

The 2027 World Cup will be the 
fi rst ICC event of the next FTP 
(2027-2031) cycle, which governs 
bilateral international series be-
tween member boards and which 
is set to be fi nalised at the ICC’s 
meetings in Hong Kong later this 
year. The current men’s FTP runs 
until April 2027 and the next phase 
will also bring with it a new cycle of 
media rights.

Former South Africa captain 
Graeme Smith had also expressed 
concerns around bilateral cricket 
last year, saying it lacked “context” 
and “consistency” when it wasn’t 
played among the top teams of the 
world. His former team-mate Jon-
ty Rhodes also voiced similar con-
cerns while saying ODIs “might be 

in trouble” going forward but may 
not go away altogether.

“When T20 fi rst started, people
were saying it’s going to put pres-
sure on Test cricket amazingly it 
hasn’t,” Rhodes said at an event in 
Mumbai on Tuesday. “Sure, some 
of the Test cricket looks like T20 
at times, there’s some aggressive 
batting and bowling, but for me 
it was always understanding that 
50-over cricket might be the one 
format that might be in trouble in 
the years ahead.

“We’re really fortunate that what
50-overs cricket has is you’ve got 
really passionate fans who support 
their team no matter what format. 
At this stage, I think there will be 
fewer and fewer bilateral series 
where there’s a lot of 50-over crick-
et in the bilateral series. But it’s very 
diffi  cult to think of cricket without 
the 50-over version.” - Agencies

S A N J O G  G U P T A  S P E A K S
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MSX INDEX ENDS HIGHEROMAN OIL PRICE FALLS
The MSX index closed at 7,481.70 points, 
up by 0.20%  from previous close. The 
Sharia Index ended up by 0.29%  at 
595.40 points. Oman Packaging, up 
10.00%, was the top gainer while, A’Saff a 
Foods, down 3.18%, was the top loser. 

The price of Oman crude oil has
decreased, with prices for delivery 
by October 2026 reaching $86.93.
The price of Oman crude oil fell by 
$2.19 from the price of Tuesday, 
which was $89.12.

A’Suwaiq Port cargo handling 
rises 38.6% in first half of 2026

A’SUWAIQ: The Port of A’Suwaiq 
in North Al Batinah Governorate 
witnessed notable growth dur-
ing the fi rst half of 2026 in cargo 
handling volumes and the num-
ber of vessels received, alongside 
enhanced operational effi  ciency 
and improved handling processes. 
This contributed to reduced vessel 
turnaround times and elevated the 
quality of services provided.

Statistics issued by the Port of 
A’Suwaiq management indicate 
that the total cargo handling vol-
ume during the fi rst half of 2026 
reached 560,600 tonnes, compared 
to 404,600 tonnes during the same 

period in 2025, achieving a growth 
rate of approximately 38.6%.

The number of vessels received 
by the port in the fi rst half of this 
year stood at 590 vessels, compared 
to 437 vessels during the same peri-
od in 2025, refl ecting a growth rate 
of approximately 35.0%.

The management explained that 
the port handles general cargo ves-
sels carrying vehicles, dry bulk car-
riers, container vessels, as well as 
small and medium-sized vessels, 
and receives vessels with capaci-
ties of up to approximately 10,000 

tonnes depending on vessel type.

Dry bulk cargo
The Port of A’Suwaiq achieved a 
24.8% growth in dry bulk cargo
handling volumes during the fi rst
half of 2026, reaching 267,200
tonnes, compared to 214,100
tonnes during the same period
in 2025. This growth refl ects the
diversifi cation of operational ac-
tivities at the port. The volume of 
foodstuff s, vegetables, fruits, and
meat handled during the fi rst half 
of this year reached 96,600 tonnes,

compared to 54,400 tonnes during 
the same period in 2025, achieving 
a growth of approximately 77.6%.

The Port of A’Suwaiq received 
68,700 head of livestock in the fi rst 
half of this year, whereas the port 
did not receive any livestock ship-
ments during the same period last 
year due to the redistribution of 
shipments to other ports under the 
national plan. The port affi  rms its 
full readiness to receive livestock 
shipments and provide associated 
operational services.

Engi. Sameer Ghulam Al Bal-

ushi, Director of the Port of 
A’Suwaiq, affi  rmed to Oman News 
Agency (ONA) that the port con-
tinues its role in supporting the 
continuity of supply chains and 
ensuring the smooth fl ow of goods 
between the Sultanate of Oman 
and neighbouring countries, there-
by contributing to food security 
enhancement.

He noted that the port has 
launched an electronic portal for 
shipping agents, which enables the 
completion of procedures electron-
ically, contributing to expedited 

services, enhanced operational ef-
fi ciency and improved customer 
experience.

The port has also expanded its
operational services by receiving 
container vessels and vehicle-car-
rying vessels, refl ecting the diver-
sity of its services and its capacity 
to meet the requirements of trade 
and the logistics sector.

Eng. Sameer stated: “The mar-
ket and investment feasibility 
study for the Port of A’Suwaiq ex-
pansion project has been com-
pleted, encompassing four main 
phases. The specialised consul-
tancy services for the fi rst phase 
of the project will be tendered and 
awarded, followed by the tendering 
and awarding of the construction 
works contract, in preparation for 
the commencement of project im-
plementation according to the ap-
proved plan.”

He explained that the most
prominent cargo handled through 
the Port of A’Suwaiq includes veg-
etables and fruits, foodstuff s, con-
struction materials, equipment, 
and general cargo, in addition to 
containers and vehicle-carrying 
vessels, refl ecting the diversity of 
the port’s operational activities 
and its role in serving import, ex-
port, and re-export movements.

He added that the Port of 
A’Suwaiq continues to implement 
a number of initiatives and devel-
opment projects, including the de-
velopment and reorganisation of 
operational yards, the completion 
of procedures related to the expan-
sion project, alongside the upgrad-
ing of monitoring systems and the 
enhancement of digital transfor-
mation initiatives, all of which 
contribute to raising operational 
effi  ciency, improving service qual-
ity and strengthening the safety 
and security system. -ONA

Statistics issued by 

the Port of A’Suwaiq 

management indicate

that the total cargo 

handling volume 

during the fi rst half 

of 2026 reached 

560,600 tonnes, 

compared to 404,600

tonnes during the 

same period in 2025, 

achieving a growth

rate of approximately 

38.6%

Ten agreements signed to localise electrical 

transformer component manufacturing

MUSCAT: Ten agreements have
been signed with small and medi-
um enterprises (SMEs) as well as
local and international companies
to localise the manufacturing of 
key components used in the pro-
duction of electrical transformers,
with expected investments total-
ling around OMR 15 million.

The agreements were signed un-
der the “Watinha – From Vision to
Partnerships” initiative, organised
by the Public Services Regulatory 
Authority (APSR) in cooperation
with Voltamp Energy.

The agreements include four
with local SMEs and six with local
and international companies. They 
cover the establishment of seven
new factories and the addition of 
new production lines at two exist-
ing factories, contributing to the ex-
pansion of the local manufacturing 
base, enhancing local content, and
developing supply chains linked to
the electricity sector.

The signing ceremony was held
under the patronage of Eng. Salim
bin Nasser Al Aufi , Minister of 
Energy and Minerals, and was at-
tended by Her Highness Sayyida 
Mayan bint Shihab Al Said, Vice
Chairperson of Voltamp, Dr. Man-
sour bin Talib Al Hinai, Chairman
of the Public Services Regulatory 
Authority, as well as a number of 
offi  cials, CEOs, investors and rep-
resentatives of SMEs.

The agreements represent a 
practical step toward transform-
ing demand for components and
equipment in the electricity sector
into investment and industrial op-
portunities within the Sultanate
of Oman. They aim to build local
production capabilities capable of 
meeting part of the sector’s needs,
strengthen supply-chain resilience,
increase local value added, and sup-
port the rapid growth of electricity 
and energy projects in Oman.

Dr. Mansour bin Talib Al Hinai,
Chairman of the Public Services
Regulatory Authority, said the
agreements represent a practical
step toward localising strategic in-
dustries, enhancing local content
and enabling SMEs to integrate
into industrial value chains. He

noted that this would contribute 
to expanding investment and pro-
duction opportunities, increasing 
local value added and enhancing 
the competitiveness of the nation-
al economy.

He added that the rapid growth 
in electricity and energy projects, 
transmission and distribution 
networks, renewable energy and 
green hydrogen highlights the im-
portance of building a national in-
dustrial base capable of meeting the 
needs of these sectors effi  ciently, 
with high quality and reliability.

Dr. Al Hinai noted that localis-
ing the manufacturing of electri-
cal transformer components rep-
resents “an investment in people 
before it is an investment in indus-
try”, as it creates opportunities for 
knowledge transfer, the develop-
ment of national capabilities and 
the creation of quality employ-
ment opportunities, while also at-
tracting investment and support-
ing national enterprises.

He stressed that the true value of 
the agreements lies in their impact 
on investment, industrial localisa-
tion, the empowerment of national 
talent and job creation, contribut-
ing to the development of a more di-
versifi ed and sustainable economy.

For her part, Her Highness 
Sayyida Mayan bint Shihab Al 
Said, Vice Chairperson of Voltamp, 
said the initiative directly refl ects 
national priorities. She expressed 
confi dence that, through collec-
tive eff orts, the initiative would 
become an inspiring success story 

remembered by future generations 
and a landmark in advancing the 
electrical components industry in 
Oman and the region. She added 
that its success could serve as the 
fi rst spark for pioneering national 
initiatives across various sectors.

The agreements include the es-
tablishment of seven new factories 
to manufacture eight key electrical 
transformer components in Oman, 
in addition to new production lines 
at two existing factories to manu-
facture two key components.

The projects are expected to be 
developed across a proposed total 
area of up to 34,000 square metres 
and are expected to create numer-
ous employment opportunities for 
Omanis, in addition to indirect op-
portunities in related services and 
supporting industries. Commer-
cial production at the new projects 
is expected to begin during 2027 
and 2028.

The agreements carry signifi -
cant economic and industrial im-
portance by expanding the partici-
pation of national enterprises and 
attracting local and international 
expertise and investment. The 
four agreements with local SMEs 
will enable them to establish new 
industrial projects and participate 
more extensively in value chains 
linked to the electricity sector.

Meanwhile, the six agreements 
with local and international com-
panies will strengthen investment 
partnerships, promote integration 
between local and global expertise, 
facilitate the transfer of knowledge 

and technologies, and develop in-
dustrial and technical capabilities.

Localising these industries will 
also enhance the resilience and se-
curity of supply chains, reduce de-
pendence on imports and exposure 
to supply risks and fl uctuations in 
global markets, attract new indus-
trial investments, develop high-val-
ue-added industries, and strengthen 
national capabilities in engineering, 
technical and operational fi elds.

The initiative is also expected to 
retain a greater share of procure-
ment expenditure within the na-
tional economy, while building an 
industrial base capable of expand-
ing and accessing regional and in-
ternational markets.

The “Watinha – From Vision 
to Partnerships” initiative is the 
result of cooperation between 
the Public Services Regulatory 
Authority and Voltamp Energy 
to identify industrial opportuni-
ties suitable for localization, en-
courage investment in industries 
linked to the electricity sector, and 
connect the sector’s requirements 
with opportunities available to in-
vestors and national enterprises. 
This collaboration aims to build a 
more integrated industrial ecosys-
tem capable of meeting part of the 
sector’s needs locally.

The initiative forms part of a 
broader eff ort to localise indus-
tries and supply chains linked to 
public utility sectors and trans-
form the needs of these sectors 
into sustainable economic and in-
dustrial opportunities. . -ONA

P U B L I C  S E R V I C E S  R E G U L A T O R Y  A U T H O R I T Y

US household debt 

drops by $13bn to 

$18.8tn in Q2 2026

NEW YORK: Household debt
balances decreased slightly while
credit card delinquency transi-
tion rates remained steady in the
second quarter of 2026, accord-
ing to the Federal Reserve Bank
of New York.

The fi ndings, published in the
Federal Reserve Bank of New
York’s Center for Microeconomic
Data Quarterly Report on House-
hold Debt and Credit, revealed
total household debt decreased
by $13 billion, or 0.1 per cent, to
stand at $18.771 trillion.

Despite the quarterly dip, to-
tal debt expanded by $383 billion
compared to the same period in
the previous year. The data, col-
lected from the New York Fed’s na-
tionally representative Consumer
Credit Panel, showed aggregate
delinquency rates improved
slightly in the second quarter, with
4.7 per cent of outstanding debt in
some stage of delinquency.

“Delinquency rates across
most products have held steady 
over the past two years,” said Jo-
elle Scally, Economic Policy Ad-
visor at the New York Fed.

“Still, new delinquencies for
auto loans and credit cards re-
main at elevated levels, a trend
we’ll continue to monitor,” Scally 
added.

Mortgage balances led the
quarterly decline, dropping by 
$74 billion to total $13.117 trillion
at the end of June, though annual
mortgage growth remained posi-
tive with a $182 billion increase.
Mortgage originations held
steady with $505 billion newly 
originated during the quarter.

Transition rates into serious
delinquency, defi ned as 90 days
or more delinquent, for mortgage
debt stood at 1.52 per cent in Q2
2026 compared to 1.29 per cent in
Q2 2025.

Home equity lines of credit
(HELOC) balances rose by $13
billion to $459 billion, which
registered a $48 billion increase
year-over-year and stood $142

billion above the trough reached 
in the fi rst quarter of 2022. HE-
LOC limits increased by $19 bil-
lion. The serious delinquency 
rate for HELOC remained un-
changed at 1.15 per cent.

Credit card balances increased 
by $21 billion during the quarter 
to reach $1.263 trillion, marking 
a $54 billion annual increase. Ag-
gregate credit card limits grew, 
supported by an $85 billion uptick 
in credit limits earlier in the year.

Credit card serious delinquen-
cy transition rates reached 6.97 
per cent, compared to 6.93 per 
cent recorded in Q2 2025.

Auto loan balances grew by $28 
billion to $1.713 trillion, repre-
senting a $58 billion annual ex-
pansion, as auto loan originations 
picked up to $211 billion.

Serious delinquency transi-
tions for auto loans stood at 3.00 
per cent, compared to 2.93 per 
cent a year earlier.

Student debt balances de-
creased by $7 billion to $1.651 
trillion, though annual fi gures re-
fl ected a $13 billion increase.

Transition into serious delin-
quency for student loans moved 
to 7.83 per cent from 12.88 per 
cent in Q2 2025, with student 
loan delinquencies remaining an 
exception due to ongoing impacts 
from the re-reporting of default-
ed student debt.

Overall fl ow into serious delin-
quency across all debt categories 
fell to 2.57 per cent from 2.91 per 
cent recorded a year prior. -ANI
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MSX index 
ends higher

MUSCAT: The MSX index
closed at 7,481.70 points, up by 
0.20%  from previous close. The
Sharia Index ended up by 0.29%  at
595.40 points. Oman Packaging, up
10.00%, was the top gainer while,
A’Saff a Foods, down 3.18%, was the
top loser. Shares of Sohar Interna-
tional Bank were the most active in
terms of number of shares traded
while Bank Muscat were the most
active in terms of turnover.

A total number of 8307 trades
were executed during the day’s
trading session, generating turno-
ver of RO 43.6 million, with more
than 146 million shares changing 
hands. Out of 67 traded securi-
ties, 24 advanced, 19 declined,
and 24 remained unchanged. At
the session close, GCC & Arab
investors were net buyers for
RO 864K while foreign investors
were net sellers for RO 702K, fol-
lowed by domestic investors for
RO 162K worth of shares.

Financial Index closed at
13,101.19 points, up 0.51%. Prices
of Financial Corporation, Taa-
geer Finance, Bank Dhofar, Ahli
Bank, Al Madina Takaful were
up by 7.22%, 3.57%, 2.39%, 1.90%,
1.82% respectively. Prices of 
Oman & Emirates Investment,
Sohar International Bank, Al Ma-
dina Investments, Takaful Oman,

Muscat Finance were down by 
2.99%, 2.14%, 1.72%, 1.64%, 1.54% 
respectively.

Industrial Index closed at 
9,434.07 points, down -0.21%. 
Prices of Oman Packaging, 
Gulf Mushroom Products, Ja-
zeera Steel Products were up by 
10.00%, 1.19%, 0.47% respective-
ly. Prices of Oman Refreshment, 
A’Saff a Foods, Gulf International 
Chemicals, Voltamp Energy were 
down by 4.17%, 3.18%, 2.86%, 
0.57% respectively.

Services Index was up by 0.37% 
before closing at 3,011.85 points. 
Prices of OQ Gas Networks, Na-
tional Gas, Abraj Energy, Abraj 
Energy, Sembcorp Salalah were 
up by 2.36%, 1.87%, 0.51%, 0.51%, 
0.39% respectively.

Prices of Al Batinah Power, 
Oman Telecom, Al Suwadi Power, 
Al Jazeera Services were down by 
1.08%, 1.02%, 0.54%, 0.40% re-
spectively.— United Securities

Oman Packaging, up 10.00%, was the top

gainer while, A’Saff a Foods, down 3.18%, was 

the top loser

MUSCAT
STOCK
EXCHANGE
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REGULAR MARKET .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

OM0000002549 ...........  BANK DHOFAR...........................................................R 212,100 ..................... 45,034........... 69 ............0.210........... 0.215 ...........0.210 ........... 0.214 .............0.209 ........... 0.005............. 2.392 ................0.214 .............. 0.215...................0.214.......... 0.100..........650,516,886
OM0000009072 ...........  OQ GAS NETWORKS ............................................... 24,620,346......... 5,245,443 ......1,547............0.211 ........... 0.217 ........... 0.211............0.217 ............. 0.212 ........... 0.005............. 2.358 ................0.217 ............. 0.220...................0.217 .......... 0.100 .......... 939,745,391
OM0000004768 ...........  MADINA TAKAFUL...................................................121,116 .......................13,554 ............13............0.112 ........... 0.112............ 0.111 ............0.112 ............. 0.110 ............ 0.002 ..............1.818................. 0.112...............0.111................... 0.114 .......... 0.100 ............19,600,000
OM0000004420...........  BANK NIZWA ..............................................................A  774,975 ....................107,510 ...........40............0.138 ........... 0.139 ...........0.138 ............0.139 ............. 0.137 ............ 0.002............. 1.460 ................0.139 .............. 0.137...................0.139 .......... 0.100 ..........310,936,471
OM0000005963 ...........  PHOENIX POWER.....................................................  788,757.....................217,521 ........... 57 ........... 0.275 ........... 0.278 ...........0.273 ........... 0.278.............0.274 ........... 0.004 ............. 1.460 ................0.278 ..............0.276...................0.285.......... 0.100 .........406,603,206
OM0000001533............  OMINVEST...................................................................  102,200 .....................40,232 ........... 23........... 0.393........... 0.421 ...........0.391 ........... 0.421 ............. 0.415 ............ 0.006 ............. 1.446 ................0.421..............0.402...................0.410 .......... 0.100 ..........472,721,498
OM0000002267 ...........  GULF MUSHROOM PRODUCTS .............................1,341 ............................ 572 ..............5 ........... 0.428 ........... 0.428 ...........0.424........... 0.427.............0.422 ........... 0.005 ..............1.185.................0.424..............0.424...................0.426 ......... 0.100 ............ 21,496,195
OM0000001483 ............  NATIONAL BANK OMAN ...................................... 2,015,944 ................935,404..............7 ........... 0.464 ........... 0.465 ...........0.464........... 0.465 .............0.460 ........... 0.005 ............. 1.087 ................0.465 ..............0.459...................0.467.......... 0.100......... 756,065,055
OM0000010120 ............  ASYAD SHIPPING ..................................................... 3,097,271 ................ 726,913.........697 ........... 0.234 ........... 0.236 ...........0.232........... 0.235.............0.233 ........... 0.002 ............. 0.858 ................0.235 ..............0.250...................0.235.......... 0.000 ..... 1,224,054,906
OM0000008934 ...........  ABRAJ ENERGY SERVICES ................................. 2,557,472 ..............1,011,746......... 651 ........... 0.396 ........... 0.398 ...........0.393 ........... 0.397 .............0.395 ........... 0.002............. 0.506 ................0.397 ............. 0.400...................0.397.......... 0.100 ......... 305,769,400
OM0000002176............  JAZEERA STEEL PRODUCTS...................................3,130 ........................ 2,680 ..............4 ........... 0.856 ...........0.860 ...........0.856 ........... 0.860 .............0.856 ........... 0.004............. 0.467 ................0.860..............0.856...................0.870.......... 0.100..........107,412,246
OM0000004735 ...........  SEMBCORP SALALAH..............................................25,700 .........................6,569 ........... 10 ........... 0.255 ........... 0.256 ...........0.255 ........... 0.256.............0.255 ............0.001 ............. 0.392 ................0.256 ..............0.256...................0.256.......... 0.100 ......... 244,370,419
OM0000003125............  GLOBAL FINANCIAL INVESTMENT HO. .....  175,000 ..................... 53,253 ..............8 ........... 0.304........... 0.305 ...........0.304 .......... 0.305 .............0.304 ............0.001............. 0.329 ................0.305............. 0.300...................0.304 ......... 0.100 ........... 61,000,000
OM0000001152 ............  OMAN NAT’L ENGINEERING & INVEST .............. 591 .............................. 86 .............. 1 ............0.146 ........... 0.146 ...........0.146 ........... 0.146 ............. 0.146............ 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.146 .............. 0.146...................0.148 .......... 0.100 ........... 21,900,000
OM0000001509 ............  DHOFAR  INT’L DEVELOPMENT & INVEST...11,103 ........................ 2,922 ..............9 ........... 0.265 ........... 0.267 ...........0.263........... 0.264 .............0.264 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.264..............0.264...................0.265.......... 0.100 ..........130,958,821
OM0000001707 ............  OMAN CABLES INDUSTRY...................................... 1,250 .........................4,125 .............. 1 ........... 3.300 ...........3.300 ...........3.300........... 3.300 .............3.300 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................3.300.............. 3.001...................3.300 ......... 0.100......... 296,010,000
OM0000002440 ...........  AL SHARQIYA INVESTMENT HO. ......................10,000 ............................980..............3 ........... 0.098 ........... 0.098 ...........0.098........... 0.098 .............0.098 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.098..............0.098...................0.099.......... 0.100..............8,820,000
OM0000003141 ............  BARKA WATER AND POWER..................................R 1,000 ............................ 154.............. 1 ............0.154 ........... 0.154 ...........0.154 ............0.158 ............. 0.158............ 0.000.............0.000 ................0.154 .............. 0.154...................0.158 .......... 0.100........... 25,280,000
OM0000003224 ...........  RENAISSANCE SERVICES ..................................... 81,466 ......................22,568 ........... 10 ........... 0.277........... 0.278 ...........0.277 ........... 0.278 .............0.278 ........... 0.000.............0.000 ................0.278..............0.277...................0.278.......... 0.100............ 65,721,980
OM0000003968 ...........  OOREDOO..................................................................... 489,230 ................... 156,219 ........... 36 ........... 0.322 ...........0.324 ...........0.318........... 0.322.............0.322 ........... 0.000.............0.000 ................0.320..............0.320...................0.320 ......... 0.100 .........209,604,042
OM0000009759............  OQ EXPLORATION AND PRODUCTION ........  13,143,393 .......... 6,078,006 ......... 310 ........... 0.465 ........... 0.466 ...........0.461 ........... 0.464 .............0.464 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.464..............0.464...................0.464 ..........0.010 ......3,712,000,000
OM0000002226 ...........  ALJAZEERA SERVICES ...........................................18,200 ........................ 4,486 ..............8 ........... 0.250...........0.250 ...........0.245........... 0.249.............0.250 ...........-0.001 ........... -0.400 ...............0.249..............0.249...................0.255.......... 0.100 ............ 10,667,905
OM0000009908 ...........  OQ BASE INDUSTRIES (SFZ) ..............................  20,974,347 ..........5,196,937 ..... 1,222........... 0.250...........0.250 ...........0.247........... 0.248.............0.249 ...........-0.001 ........... -0.402 ...............0.248..............0.250...................0.248 ......... 0.040.......... 857,953,731
OM0000002796 ...........  BANK MUSCAT .......................................................... 25,459,365.........10,015,875......1,093 ........... 0.397 ........... 0.398 ...........0.392........... 0.395 .............0.397 ...........-0.002 ........... -0.504 ...............0.395............. 0.400...................0.395.......... 0.100......2,965,026,839
OM0000004933 ...........  AL SUWADI POWER ................................................R 203,928 ......................37,454........... 35 ............0.185 ........... 0.185 ...........0.183............0.183 ............. 0.184 ...........-0.001 ........... -0.543 ...............0.183 .............. 0.183...................0.185 .......... 0.100..........130,736,360
OM0000003661 ............  VOLTAMP ENERGY.................................................. 705,558 ...................122,884 ............41 ............0.174 ........... 0.176 ...........0.174............0.174 ............. 0.175 ............-0.001 ............-0.571................0.174.............. 0.174................... 0.175 ...........0.010 ......... 174,000,000
OM0000001087............  OMAN UNITED INSURANCE................................ 12,558 .........................3,894 ..............3 ............0.312 ........... 0.312 ...........0.310 ........... 0.310 ............. 0.312............-0.002 ........... -0.641 ...............0.310 ..............0.310...................0.343 ......... 0.100........... 32,550,000
OM0000003026 ...........  OMAN TELECOM...................................................... 3,311,677..............4,816,332 .........262 ............1.468 ........... 1.475............1.446 ............1.454 ............. 1.469............-0.015 ............-1.021................1.454..............1.460...................1.454 .......... 0.100 ..... 1,090,500,000
OM0000004925 ...........  ALBATINAH POWER...............................................R  231,973...................... 42,769 ........... 32 ............0.185 ........... 0.185 ...........0.183 ............0.183 ............. 0.185............-0.002............-1.081 ................0.183 .............. 0.183...................0.184 .......... 0.100 .........123,504,400
OM0000003398 ...........  SOHAR INTERNATIONAL BANK ......................  42,738,268 ..........7,864,521 ......1,520 ............0.187 ........... 0.188 ...........0.182............0.183 ............. 0.187............-0.004 ........... -2.139 ...............0.183 .............. 0.183...................0.183 .......... 0.100 ...... 1,404,709,038
OM0000001681 ............  OMAN  EMIRATES HO. ...............................................8,400 .........................1,098 ..............6 ............0.133 ........... 0.133 ...........0.130........... 0.130 ............. 0.134............-0.004 ........... -2.985 ...............0.130 ..............0.126...................0.130 .......... 0.100............ 16,635,938
OM0000002804 ...........  ASAFFA FOODS ...............................................................1,310 ............................ 956 ..............3 ............0.730 ........... 0.730 ...........0.730........... 0.730 ............. 0.754............-0.024............-3.183................0.730..............0.720...................0.730.......... 0.100 ............87,600,000
Total ..................................32 ........................................................................................  141,898,969 ..... 42,778,697 ...... 7,727.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

ISIN...................................................SECURITY NAME ...................................................................................................VOLUME ............... TURNOVER .................... TRADES............ OPEN PRICE .............. HIGH .....................LOW ................ CLOSE PR. ............PREV. CLOSE............ DIFF (RO) .................. DIFF % ...................... LAST PR ................ LAST BID ..................... LAST OFFER ......................PAR VALUE.......... MARKET CAP

O M A N  S T O C K S

INDICES
Index .................................................High .................Low..................... Value ............... Prev . Value.......... Diff...............ff Diff  %
MSX 30 INDEX .....................................7,492.06 .............. 7,424.60 .................... 7,481.70 ................... 7,466.53.................. 15.17.................0.20 %
FINANCIAL INDEX......................... 13,113.64 .............12,957.57 ..................13,101.19 .................13,034.72 ................. 66.47 ................. 0.51 %
Industry Index ...................................... 9,462.26 ...............9,421.88 ................... 9,434.07 ................... 9,454.15 ................-20.07................ -0.21 %
Services Index ....................................... 3,013.10 .............. 2,988.82 ....................3,011.85 ...................3,000.88 ..................10.98.................0.37 %
MSX Shariah Index .................................596.06 ..................593.06 .......................595.40 ...................... 593.66 .....................1.73.................0.29 %
MSX TR INDEX..................................11,591.08 .............11,486.72 ..................11,575.05 ..................11,551.58 ................. 23.46 .................0.20 %
FINANCIAL TR IDX.........................16,122.53 ............ 15,930.65 ..................16,107.23 ................. 16,025.51 ..................81.72 ................. 0.51 %
INDUSTRIAL TR IDX ...................... 12,118.75 ............ 12,067.03 .................12,082.66 .................12,108.36 ................ -25.71 ................ -0.21 %
SERVICES TR IDX ............................. 4,036.99 ..............4,004.45 ...................4,035.32 ...................4,020.61 .................. 14.71 .................0.37 %
FIXED INCOME INDEX ..................1,253.83 ...............1,253.83 ................... 1,253.83 ................... 1,253.83....................0.00 .................0.00 %

Trading Summary
Volume ................ Turnover ..........Trades .............. Market Cap............. Up............Down ............. Equal.........Sec. Traded
146,000,247 ............ 43,597,987................. 8,307 ............... 38,108,591,370................24 ......................19 ....................24 .........................67

OM0000001608............  OMAN  PACKAGING ........................................................816 .......................... 180 ................ 1 ........... 0.220 ...........0.220 ...........0.220 .......... 0.220.............0.200 ........... 0.020 ............10.000 ...............0.220 ............. 0.195...................0.220 ......... 0.100 ...............7,135,889
OM0000002911 ............  FINANCIAL CORPORATION ....................................7,050 ...........................731 ................6 ........... 0.099 ........... 0.104 ...........0.099........... 0.104 .............0.097 ........... 0.007 ............. 7.216.................0.104..............0.090...................0.104.......... 0.100............... 7,283,116
OM0000003281 ............  TAAGEER FINANCE....................................................... 846 .............................98 ................ 1 ............0.116 ........... 0.116............ 0.116............0.116 ............. 0.112............ 0.004............. 3.571 ................ 0.116 .............. 0.112................... 0.116.......... 0.100............ 32,908,131
OM0000002200...........  AHLI BANK .................................................................. 103,000 ....................21,744 ................4 ............0.211 ........... 0.215 ........... 0.211............0.215 ............. 0.211............ 0.004 ............. 1.896 ................0.215..............0.190...................0.215.......... 0.100......... 597,332,547
OM0000001160 ............  NATIONAL GAS ......................................................... 193,631 .................... 20,825 ............. 27 ............0.108 ........... 0.109 ...........0.107 ........... 0.109 ............. 0.107............ 0.002............. 1.869 ................0.109..............0.106................... 0.114 .......... 0.100 ..............9,265,000
OM0000008868 ...........  THE PEARL REIF .......................................................... 7,384 .......................1,322................ 1 ............0.179 ........... 0.179 ...........0.179............0.179 ............. 0.178 .............0.001............. 0.562 ................0.179 .............. 0.177................... 0.181 .......... 0.100 ..........105,867,202
OM0000011151 .............  OMIFCO.........................................................................  1,704,135...............339,257...........263............0.199 ...........0.200 ...........0.198........... 0.200............. 0.199.............0.001............. 0.503 ................0.200 .............0.180...................0.200 ......... 0.000...... 1,337,875,000
OM0000010823 ............  OMAN GATEWAY FUND............................................... 400 ..........................409................3 ............1.022 ........... 1.022 ...........1.022 ........... 1.022 ............. 1.018............ 0.004 ............. 0.393 ................1.022 ..............1.022...................1.030 .......... 0.000 ............28,028,189
OM0000001384 ............  FINANCIAL SERVICES ............................................ 17,232 .......................4,136 ................ 1 ........... 0.240...........0.240 ...........0.240 .......... 0.240 .............0.240 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.240 ............ 0.240...................0.000 ......... 0.100 ............. 4,800,000
OM0000001897 ............  MAJAN COLLEGE .......................................................... 6,611 .......................... 893................6 ............0.138 ........... 0.138 ...........0.135 ............0.135 ............. 0.135 ............ 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.135 .............. 0.135...................0.140 .......... 0.100 ............13,365,000
OM0000002168 ............  AL ANWAR  CERAMIC ............................................  578,971 .................... 73,306 ............. 93............0.128 ........... 0.129 ...........0.125 ........... 0.128 ............. 0.128............ 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.129 ..............0.126...................0.129 .......... 0.100 ........... 28,160,000
OM0000002580 ...........  OMAN EDUCATION & TRAINING INVEST ......... 320 .......................... 576................ 1 ............1.800 ........... 1.800 ...........1.800........... 1.800 .............1.800 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................1.800 ..............1.800...................0.000 ......... 0.100.........126,000,000
OM0000003521............  GALFAR ENGINEERING & CONTRACTING..25,367 .......................3,989 ................4 ............0.158 ........... 0.158 ...........0.157............0.157 ............. 0.157............ 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.157.............. 0.155...................0.157.......... 0.100 ............31,868,872
OM0000004669 ...........  SHARQIYAH DESALINATION............................... 14,645 .......................2,475 ................5 ............0.169 ........... 0.169 ...........0.169 ............0.169 ............. 0.169............ 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.169 .............. 0.169...................0.167.......... 0.100 ............ 16,528,565
OM0000005260 ...........  OMAN ARAB BANK ..................................................  420,000..................111,720 ............. 60........... 0.266 ........... 0.266 ...........0.266........... 0.266 .............0.266 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.266..............0.265...................0.266 ......... 0.100 ..........532,729,727
OM0000007407 ...........  DHOFAR GENERATING............................................. 7,880 .......................... 638................ 1 ............0.081 ........... 0.081 ...........0.081........... 0.081 ............. 0.081............ 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.081..............0.076...................0.089.......... 0.100 ............18,001,440
OM0000007910 ............  AMAN REAL ESTATE...................................................3,730 ..........................263 ................4 ........... 0.069 ........... 0.072 ...........0.069........... 0.072.............0.072 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.072 ..............0.069...................0.072.......... 0.100 ........... 14,400,000
OM0000008447 ...........  OMAN REIT FUND ..................................................... 12,017 .......................1,287................8 ............0.106 ........... 0.108 ...........0.106 ........... 0.107 ............. 0.108 ...........-0.001 ........... -0.926 ...............0.107 ..............0.106................... 0.118 .......... 0.100 ........... 90,064,033
OM0000007084 ...........  MUSCAT CITY DESALINATION ..........................10,000 ..........................894 ................2 ........... 0.090 ...........0.090 ...........0.089........... 0.089.............0.090 ...........-0.001 ............ -1.111 ................0.089 .............. 0.081...................0.090 ......... 0.100 ............13,843,986
OM0000001590 ............  MUSCAT FINANCE......................................................... 700 .............................45................ 1 ........... 0.064 ...........0.064 ...........0.064........... 0.064 .............0.065 ...........-0.001 ............-1.538................0.064..............0.063...................0.064 ......... 0.100 .............19,657,365
OM0000004776 ...........  TAKAFUL OMAN .........................................................63,906 .......................3,838 ............. 10 ............0.061 ........... 0.061 ...........0.060........... 0.060............. 0.061............-0.001 ............-1.639................0.060..............0.060...................0.061 .......... 0.100............15,000,000
OM0000001962 ............  AL MADINA INVESTMENT HOLDING ................7,656 ..........................439 ................4 ........... 0.057........... 0.058 ...........0.057 ........... 0.057 .............0.058 ...........-0.001 ............-1.724 ................0.057..............0.055...................0.058.......... 0.100.............. 2,456,700
OM0000002028 ...........  GULF INTERNATIONAL CHEMICALS........... 100,000 ...................... 6,817 ..............13 ........... 0.069 ........... 0.069 ...........0.068........... 0.068 .............0.070 ...........-0.002 ........... -2.857 ...............0.068 ..............0.068...................0.070.......... 0.100..............1,428,000
OM0000001426 ............  OMAN REFRESHMENT ................................................ 450 ...........................518 ................ 1 ............1.150 ........... 1.150............ 1.150 ............1.150 .............1.200 ...........-0.050 ........... -4.167 ............... 1.150.............. 1.150...................0.000 ......... 0.100............57,500,000
Total ..................................24 ........................................................................................ 3,286,747 ..............596,398 ...........520 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Parallel Market .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................

New EU packaging rules raise 
compliance concerns for small sellers

BRUSSELS: In a drive to cut 
waste and improve public health, 
new European Union rules take 
eff ect on Wednesday, banning high 
levels of PFAS “forever chemicals” 
in packaging.

Under the EU’s Packaging and 
Packaging Waste Regulation 
(PPWR), any new packaging prod-
ucts entering the market will now 
have to meet tighter standards if 
designed to come into contact with 
food. PFAS have been linked to 
increased risks of certain cancers 
and other health conditions. 

Although the amount of mate-
rial people are exposed to from food 
packaging is usually low, scientists 
are worried about the long-term ef-
fects. After all, PFAS are highly per-
sistent chemicals and accumulate 
in the body and the environment.

PFAS are used to make paper 
and cardboard packaging both 
grease- and water-resistant and 
are found in everything from pizza 
boxes to TV dinners.

Packaging with lower PFAS re-
duces the risk of these persistent 
chemicals migrating into food or 
the natural world when thrown 
away. The new rules are in addi-
tion to curbs on bisphenol A (BPA) 
in food-contact materials, which 
took eff ect across the EU last 
month.

Under PPWR, businesses will 
not be required to recall or de-
stroy packaging or goods that 
were already on the market before 
Wednesday.

While consumers won’t notice 
any diff erence, businesses have 
fi ercely criticized the changes, 

which also require packaging to
meet new sustainability standards.

Are the new packaging
rules too complicated?
Many small businesses and online
traders believe the additional cost
and red tape are too cumbersome.

They complain that they now
have to register their packaging in
multiple EU states, often with fees.

“Instead of facilitating cross-bor-
der trade, the new rules threaten to
make it signifi cantly more diffi  cult,”
warned Händlerbund, the German
online retailers’ association.

Händlerbund warned its mem-
bers: “There is no minimum quan-
tity and no exception for small
businesses.”

EU lawmaker Elisabeth Dier-
inger of the far-right Freedom
Party of Austria has warned that
PPWR would mean fi ve-fi gure
costs for medium-sized fi rms.

“While corporations have their
own departments for this [red tape],
the Mittelstand [medium-sized
fi rms] has little choice but to ‘eat or
die,’” she wrote on X on Tuesday.

Several businesses, from sole
traders to medium-sized fi rms, said
they had paused deliveries to and
within the EU due to the new rules.

“Under these rules, I would need
to appoint an authorized repre-
sentative in every single EU coun-
try I send to,” wrote the owner of 
a small online store, Monstaas
Workshop, in an Instagram post.

“The cost is around €300 ($346)
per country, per year ... these costs
are simply not aff ordable.”

Swedish embedded electronic

devices maker iLabs Electronics
said it would halt web shop orders
from EU countries.

“The cost and administrative
burden [of PPWR] is now out of 
proportion to our direct sales vol-
ume,” iLabs wrote on its website.

A petition on change.org had
been signed by more than 45,000
people by Wednesday morning,
calling on Brussels to “stop de-
stroying EU micro-businesses.”

How bad is the EU’s 
packaging waste problem?
According to the European Com-
mission, the bloc’s executive arm,
EU countries have witnessed a 
20% increase in packaging waste
over the last decade.

Without PPWR, Brussels says,
discarded packaging was set to rise
by another 19% by 2030, driven by 
the boom in online shopping and
convenience food.

EU data shows that 178 kilo-
grams (392 pounds) of packaging 
waste was generated per person
across the bloc in 2023. Of this,
35.3 kg was plastic packaging, only 
42% of which was recycled.

At 215 kg per capita (in 2023),
Germany’s waste from packaging 
is much higher than the EU aver-
age. Each EU resident generates
the equivalent of roughly half a kilo
of packaging waste every day, data 
from Eurostat, the EU’s statistics
agency, shows.

According to Brussels, the vol-
ume of waste has grown faster
than recycling rates over the past
decade. Packaging also accounts
for about 40% of plastic consump-

tion in Europe, an EU offi  cial told 
reporters at a briefi ng on Tuesday.

What are the EU’s long-term 
waste targets?
Although PFAS is the main focus 
of this initial phase of PPWR, the 
EU has set binding targets to cut 
packaging waste by 5% by 2030 
and 15% by 2040.

From 2028, packaging manu-
facturers will be required to carry 
standardized labels that clearly 
show the materials used and how it 
should be recycled or disposed of.

Some stores, particularly res-
taurants and cafes, will be required 
to off er customers reusable pack-
aging as an option, often at no ex-
tra charge. Deposit-and-return 
schemes for plastic bottles and 
soda cans, such as those opera-
tional in Germany and the Nether-
lands, will be rolled out across the 
EU by 2029.

Then from 2030, all packaging 
placed on the EU market, includ-
ing single-use plastic bottles, must 
be designed to be recyclable.

Packaging will also be required 
to be kept to a minimum to protect 
the product and fulfi l its function.

This measure is meant to reduce 
the overuse of packaging for mar-
keting purposes.

Meanwhile, single-use plastic 
packaging for fresh produce will be 
banned from 2030.

EU states will be able to set their 
own penalties for non-compliance, 
with German authorities allowed 
to impose fi nes of up to €200,000 
($230,000) for more serious 
breaches. -DW

T R I G G E R  C O M P L I A N C E  B U R D E N

Wider FPI participation 

in non-agri commodity 

derivatives proposed

NEW DELHI: Foreign portfo-
lio investors (FPIs) are set to get 
wider access to India’s exchange-
traded commodity derivatives 
market, a move that could deepen 
institutional participation, im-
prove liquidity and strengthen 
price discovery across key non-
agricultural commodities, ac-
cording to a SEBI consultation 
paper issued on Tuesday.

The Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (SEBI) has proposed 
allowing FPIs to participate in non-
agricultural index derivatives and 
non-cash-settled, or physically 
settled, non-agricultural commod-
ity derivative contracts, subject to 
safeguards designed to ensure that 
FPIs do not end up with physical 
delivery obligations.

The regulator said greater 
foreign participation could help 
integrate India’s commodity de-
rivatives market more closely 
with international commodity 
markets and support the devel-
opment of domestic commodity 
contracts as credible price-dis-
covery venues.

FPIs are currently permitted 
to participate only in cash-settled 
non-agricultural commodity de-
rivatives and indices compris-
ing such commodities. SEBI 
had allowed FPI participation 
in Indian exchange-traded com-
modity derivatives in 2022. Since 
then, there has been a notable in-
crease in liquidity and open inter-
est, particularly in crude oil and 

natural gas options, with FPIs 
accounting for a meaningful and 
growing share.

Under the proposed frame-
work, FPIs would be required to 
square off  or roll over open posi-
tions in physically settled con-
tracts before the commencement 
of the tender or staggered deliv-
ery period. If an FPI fails to do so 
voluntarily, the position would 
automatically be transferred to 
the designated Trading Member 
(TM) or Trading-cum-Clearing 
Member (TCM).

The consultation paper pro-
poses a two-tier safeguard mech-
anism, with voluntary exit as the 
primary requirement and an au-
tomatic transfer mechanism as a 
backstop. The transferred posi-
tion would be executed at the ex-
change-declared closing or daily 
settlement price, after which the 
FPI would have no further obliga-
tion or exposure to the position.

The designated TM or TCM
would be allowed up to two trad-
ing days to bring its proprietary 
position within prescribed limits 
if the transfer causes it to exceed 
applicable position limits. FPIs 
may also be charged a pre-agreed 
“Proprietary Risk Absorption 
Charge” for positions transferred 
under the safeguard mechanism.

SEBI’s Commodity Derivatives
Advisory Committee has backed 
both proposals. The regulator has 
invited public comments on the 
proposals by September 1. -ANI

S E C U R I T I E S  A N D  E X C H A N G E  B O A R D  O F  I N D I A

1% as world awaits 
US infl ation data
SINGAPORE: Gold rose nearly 
1% yesterday, supported by re-
duced expectations on Federal 
Reserve tightening next month 
as investors awaited key US in-
fl ation data that could reshape 
policy expectations.

Spot gold gained 0.9% to
$4,406.34 per ounce. US gold fu-
tures for December delivery rose 
0.6% to $4,466.70.

Bullion climbed to a 10-week
high on Tuesday before hit-

ting technical resistance at the 
100-day moving average around 
$4,387 and closing lower for the 
second time this month.

Spot silver
Spot silver was up 1.2% at $65.46 
per ounce, trading below its high-
est level since June 22 hit on 
Tuesday.

Platinum rose 0.6% to $1,754.10 
and palladium gained 0.8% to 
$1,370.86. -ONA
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 VACANCYCARGORENT

RENT OR SALE?

Email to : amcoman@ 
choueirigroup.com

Email: amcoman@choueirigroup.com

PLACE 
YOUR 

ADVT HERE
Send your ad to: amcoman@

choueirigroup.com

CARGO MADE 
SIMPLE

Advertise with us

Send your advertisement to: 
amcoman@choueirigroup.com

ACCOUNTS/FINANCE

Indian female CA inter, 3 
yrs in accounts. Contact: 
94863876, Email: id-
j4jinuonly@gmail.com 

M.Com with 4 yrs 
of experience in the 
accounting, admin 
executive. Seeks a 
suitable job with D/L. 
Presently in Oman & 
can join immediately. 
Contact: +968 78585714 
Email:sifath774@gmail.
com

Finance Manager, 32+ yrs 
expertise in accounting, 
taxation, financial 
management, and ERP 
implementation. Proven 
record in enhancing 
performance, ensuring 
compliance, and driving 
efficiency. Seeking 
suitable leadership 
position. Contact: 
94676186

ACCOUNTS/FINANCE
Male Indian MBA 
finance accountant 7 yrs 
Oman experienced with 
Oman D/L looking for 
suitable position. Contact: 
95819242, 71099237 
Email: Shemeejvp@gmail.
com 

DESIGNER/AUTOCAD 
D/MAN

Interior Designer with 15+ 
yrs Oman experience in 
Interior fit-out, AutoCAD, 
3D visualization, shop 
drawings & site visits 
with sales. D/L. Contact: 
95060377

DRIVER

Experienced driverExperienced driver heavyheavy 
and lightand light 20 yrs of driving  20 yrs of dr
experience Contact:experience. Contact: 
97412505, 78385517 

Driver with 12 yrs 
experience looking for job. 
Contact: 76383815

DRIVER
Bangladeshi with 10 yrs 
experience looking job.
Contact: 78096017 

ENGINEER

Electrical Engineer g
(B.Tech)( ) with more than 2 
yrs of experience in Oman, y p
seeking an opportunity g pp y
in the Electrical or MEP 
field, valid Oman D/L, /
and available to join j
immediately. Contact: y
75220047 Email: 
harikrishnanmini@gmail.
com

Civil, project engineer, p j g
(Indian Male) 10 yrs ( ) y
Oman experience in p
building construction g
having valid D/L looking g / g
for suitable opportunity. pp y
Contact: 76423164. Email 
: sjn112020@gmail.com  

Cep electrical engineer.p g
Contact : 94768845 

ENGINEER
Sri Lankan, Quantity 
Surveyor with 12+ yrs 
Oman & GCC experience 
seeking position in 
a reputed firm. Call 
96039602, Email: 
ympr2026@gmail.com 

IT
IT support engineer
with 15+ yrs experience 
in Oman, valid Omani 
D/L & own visa seeking 
suitable position. 
Contact: 98315461 
Email:  mohdnayeem 2000 
@gmail.com 

Indian male, MCA, IT 
professional (experience 
as network engineer, IT 
support and Odoo ERP).
Contact : 79701775 

Indian male, IT support 
engineer 2 yrs of 
experience in India. 
Currently available in 
Muscat for immediate 
joining. Contact: +968 
95848213

MANAGER  
Project ManagerProject Manager with 24 yrs with 24 y
Gulf experience includingGulf experience, including 
12 years in Oman extensive 12 years in Oman extensi
expertise in MEP project expertise in MEP proje
management projectmanagement, project 
execution electrical andexecution, electrical and
mechanical installationmechanical installation, 
testing & commissioningtesting & commissioning, 
team leadership, and project team leadership, and p
coordination. Contact: coordinati
76925100

Finance Manager with 
7+yrs Oman experience in 
accounts & finance, ERP 
knowledge, MIS reporting, 
VAT, audit, budgeting and 
financial management. 
Seeking suitable 
placement.92368095 

SALES/MARKETING
Indian Male, BBA, 20 
years experience in Sales & 
Marketing in Oman. Holding 
valid Oman driving license 
seeks suitable placement 
Contact No : 93011232 
Email: jitinjoshua920@
gmail.com

AVAA AILABLEVV

Fleet of + 1,000 LVLL /HVV V and 
machinaries as per PDO, 
OXY, BP, Daleel, Namaa….
etc- Spec - competitive, 
flexible lease. Contact: 
95070748

ACCOUNTS/FINANCE

Indian male,  well 
experienced in accounts
including finalization 
and audit seek suitable 
positions, can join 
immediately. Contact: 
92824146, 94953826

Indian male MBA Finance, 
with +8 yrs of Accounting 
& finance experience seeks 
for as audit associate 
position. NOC available & 
DL. Contact: 72420067 

JOB WANTED

Quality car rentals
at competitive prices.

WJ Towell Group Company
2,000

Muscat
9679 0684

Sohar

Salalah

9731 6218
9429 9325

www.orbit-oman.com

JOB WANTED

ENGINEER

WA/Call: +968 95945230, +91 7356745478

as an Estimation Engineer, specializing in 
steel sheet metal fabrication. Currently in 

India, available for immediate joining. 

MECHANICAL ENGINEER (Indian)

Email: arungopalakrishnan85@yahoo.com

SALES & MARKETING
Seeking a suitable position in
SALES, MARKETING 

having 16 yrs of experience in Oman & 25 yrs 
of total 

Contact: 9497 6056

PROCUREMENT
Procurement, postgraduate 15+yrs

experience in Oman oil & gas, EPC, PEB
&  structural steel projects also has 

sound knowledge in import, customs
clearance and freight & logistics. 

Contact : 75123132

PROCUREMENT

Contact : 91257663

PROCUREMENT & SUPPLY 
CHAIN PROFESSIONAL

18+ years’ GCC experience in Procurement, 
Supply Chain, Warehousing & Logistics. 
Available for suitable positions in Oman.

FINANCE

Contact : +968 96098863

Contact: +968 97411676

An Indian video editor with 6 

in ADOBE PREMIERE PRO and 
ADOBE AFTER EFFECTS is looking 

for suitable job.

VIDEO EDITOR

MARRIAGE NOTICE

Send your advertisement to 
amcoman@choueirigroup.com

Send your advertisement to amcoman@choueirigroup.com
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WORLD

Trump accepts secret switching of planes in Turkiye 
MARYLAND: US President Don-
ald Trump has acknowledged that
he secretly switched planes while
returning from the NATO Summit
in Turkiye last month, in the wake
of a “threat” to him at the behest of 
the Secret Service and the military,
shortly after a Washington Post re-
port on the incident.

Speaking to the media, Trump
said he followed what the Secret
Service and military told him to do
and got on to a diff erent fl ight.

“It’s only up to the Secret Ser-
vice. I just follow what they’d like
to do. I go by the Secret Service and
the military. They wanted me to
go on a diff erent fl ight, a diff erent
plane, equal safety, but they want-
ed me to do it, so I did it. I do what
they say. I guess there was a threat
out there. I get a lot of threats,” the
US President said.

The acknowledgement by 

President Trump comes after the 
Washington Post had reported 
that shortly after attending the 
NATO Summit in Turkiye on July 
8, Trump took a secret fl ight out of 

the country amid a threat of an Ira-
nian assassination attempt.

The mission, which was not 
reported earlier, was carried out 
unbeknownst to journalists and 

some White House staff  members 
who believed they were on the 
same plane as President Trump, 
as per the material reviewed by 
the Washington Post, a US offi  cial 
familiar with the operation and 
another person with knowledge of 
the President’s travel who spoke 
on the condition of anonymity.

Trump added, “This one went 
over to England where it was 
shown to the soldiers and they 
stopped and we showed it to the 
soldiers. We did a switch over 
there. It was as per the military and 
I just have to do what they say.”

Old Air Force One jumbo jet
According to corroborating mate-
rial reviewed by the Washington 
Post and the US offi  cial, while 
Trump boarded the old Air Force 
One jumbo jet in view of cameras, 
he was secretly shuttled out min-

utes later into a smaller plane- 
the Air Force C-32A via an air-
port catering truck used typically 
to load meals and other supplies 
pre-fl ight.

To exit that plane without be-
ing seen, Trump and several aides 
stepped aboard an airport cater-
ing truck, which was elevated 
plane-side using hydraulics and 
positioned at a door on the op-
posite side of Air Force One’s 
entrance, according to the U.S. 
offi  cial and other corroborating 
material reviewed by the Wash-
ington Post.

Hence, the Air Force One was 
a “decoy” with media and some 
members of the White House staff  
aboard, as per the offi  cial.

When asked by the media 
whether it was dangerous to fl y 
on Air Force One, Trump said, “I 
think actually the plane that I fl ew 

on was at a greater risk, because I
think that would be the plane they 
would be more likely to go for.”

Taking a dig at the past presi-
dents, he added, “I have a lot of 
threats you don’t know about. Any 
consequential president has a lot
of threats. Non-consequential
presidents don’t get threatened. I
think I am maybe the most conse-
quential president. There’s nobody 
that’’s done more than me in a pe-
riod of almost 6 years.”

Modifi ed Boeing 757
The blue-and-white C-32A, a mod-
ifi ed Boeing 757 used to transport
American government offi  cials,
had been fl own to Turkiye along 
with the legacy Air Force One and
the former Qatari jet to support
the president’s visit, the US offi  cial
said as per the Washington Post
report. -ANI

I N  T H E  W A K E  O F  A  “ T H R E A T ” 

Disrupted monsoons force India to face climate threat
NEW DELHI: India’s southwest 
monsoon usually arrives around 
June, bringing most of the coun-
try’s annual rainfall, and begins to 
retreat by September.

Its timing and intensity have 
always varied, but the broad pat-
tern was predictable enough for 
farmers, cities and businesses to 
plan around it. Now, this natural 
rhythm increasingly seems like a 
thing of the past.

More than 100 people have been 
killed across India since late July 
as heavy monsoon rains triggered 
fl oods, landslides and lightning 
strikes.

The northeastern state of As-
sam has borne the brunt, with 
more than 120,000 people aff ected 
by fl ooding. Kerala, Jammu and 
Kashmir, Bihar and Jharkhand 
have also reported deaths and 
widespread disruption.

The problem is not necessarily 
that India is receiving more rain. 
It is the way the rain is arriving: 
longer dry spells are followed by 
short bursts of intense rainfall that 
can overwhelm rivers, drainage 
systems and hillsides.

El Nino has added to this year’s 
variability but scientists say the 
longer-term changes are being 
driven by a changing climate.

Have the monsoons 
entered a new era?
Akshay Deoras, a senior research 
scientist with the UK’s National 
Centre for Atmospheric Science 
and the University of Reading, cau-
tions against describing the Indian 
monsoon as having entered “a fun-
damentally diff erent regime.”

“Active and break spells have 
always been part of the monsoon. 
What appears to be changing is 
their intensity,” Deoras told DW.

He pointed out a warmer atmos-
phere can hold more moisture, 

making active spells, or periods of 
intense rainfall, more intense.

Madhavan Nair Rajeevan, a cli-
mate scientist and former secretary 
in the Ministry of Earth Sciences,
says the change is visible in the be-
haviour of the monsoon itself.

Average seasonal rainfall, he
said, has not shown a systematic
long-term change and the mon-
soon remains a robust natural phe-
nomenon. But the timing, intensity 
and distribution of rainfall are all
noticeably diff erent.

“The characteristics of the In-
dian monsoon have changed fun-
damentally,” Rajeevan told DW.
“We are witnessing an increase in
short-duration rainfall extremes,
longer dry spells, and changes in the
frequency, intensity and distribu-
tion of monsoon weather systems.”

He believes the rise in extreme
rainfall is more than natural variabil-
ity. “It represents a structural shift in
the monsoon system,” he said.

Villages and cities both at risk

India’s farmers depend heav-
ily on the timing of rainfall. Long 
dry spells can disrupt sowing and 
reduce soil moisture and intense
rain can wash away fi elds and dam-
age crops.

India’s cities are also struggling 
due to rapid construction, as new
roads and buildings leave less land 
to absorb water, thus interfering 
with natural drainage.

Moreover, after weeks of dry 
weather, hard, dry soil absorbs less
water. When heavy rain fi nally ar-
rives, more of it fl oods the rivers
and drains instead of replenishing 
groundwater.

India not stepping up to ex-
treme weather hazard
“The greatest risks increasingly 
come from short periods of very 
intense rainfall,” Deoras told DW,
warning that India’s infrastructure
is increasingly out of step with this
changing threat.

Deoras says drainage systems 

and fl ood management are still too 
often designed around historical 
seasonal rainfall averages rather 
than the short, high-impact events 
that cause the greatest disruption.

He noted that forecasting has 
improved, but knowing that ex-
treme rain is coming is only useful 
if authorities act on the warning.

Warnings, he said, need to 
translate into “timely, impact-
based decisions” such as changing 
school schedules, restricting trav-
el or closing off  vulnerable areas 
before heavy rain arrives.

Ritwick Dutta, an environmental 
lawyer and managing trustee of the 
Legal Initiative for Forest and En-
vironment, says the problem goes 
beyond extreme weather itself.

“It is now scientifi cally accepted 
that climate change leads to erratic 
rainfall patterns: high rainfall over 
a few days followed by long dry pe-
riods during the monsoon,” Dutta 
told DW.

“These trends have been com-

pounded by the fact that the deci-
sion-making process in India fails 
to consider climate change while 
planning construction projects.”

Dutta points to the western city 
of Pune, where a study by the state 
government and the Energy and 
Resources Institute projects a 37% 
increase in rainfall by 2030. Still, 
Dutta says this projection has not 
been adequately incorporated into 
the city’s planning, including its 
riverfront development.

“Dams, embankments and roads 
are all likely to suff er major dam-
age due to climate change, and 
yet we proceed as though climate 
change is a matter to be discussed 
only in conferences and work-
shops,” Dutta said.

Dutta says India’s environmen-
tal clearance system does not 
require climate change to be sys-
tematically factored into project 
decisions.

“The concept of ‘climate proof-
ing’ does not exist here,” he said.

Thousands killed in last
year’s monsoon
The Centre for Science and En-
vironment (CSE) found that ex-
treme weather aff ected India on 
331 of 334 monitored days in 2025, 
or 99% of the period assessed.

More than 4,000 people died, 
about 3,000 during the monsoon, 
while at least 30 states and union 
territories experienced extreme 
weather simultaneously for eight 
consecutive months.

Sunita Narain, director general 
of the CSE, argues that adaptation 
therefore needs to become part of 
the country’s development strategy.

“Climate change is no longer a fu-
ture threat. It is already here in the 
form of extreme heat, extreme rain-
fall and increasingly destructive 
weather events,” Narain told DW.

“The challenge is no longer 

proving the science, but redesign-
ing our economy and infrastruc-
ture to survive it,” she added.

“Cities, roads, drainage systems 
and water infrastructure can no 
longer be designed for yesterday’s 
climate.”

Every investment, she says, must 
be planned for a future of more in-
tense and unpredictable weather.

In her reckoning, India must 
stop treating each fl ood as an iso-
lated disaster and start planning 
for a climate in which such ex-
tremes are no longer exceptional.

What can be done against 
extreme weather?
India is facing a whole new pattern 
of extreme weather. It can record 
a rainfall defi cit nationally while 
individual regions are underwa-
ter. Farmers can go weeks without 
useful rain and then lose crops in 
a few hours. Cities can prepare 
for an average monsoon and still 
be overwhelmed by one extraordi-
nary downpour.

“The focus now needs to move 
beyond documenting and discuss-
ing these changes towards devel-
oping and implementing eff ective, 
sector-specifi c adaptation strate-
gies,” climate scientist and former 
Indian offi  cial Rajeevan said.

That means better fl ood man-
agement in cities, changes in agri-
cultural practices, stronger water-
storage systems and infrastructure 
designed around short-duration 
extreme rainfall rather than his-
torical averages.

India cannot control the mon-
soon or El Nino and it cannot stop 
global warming on its own. It can 
decide, however, where it builds, 
how it builds and if its new infra-
structure is designed for the cli-
mate of its future.

“We are, in eff ect, ‘weaponizing 
the environment’,” Dutta said. -DW

C H A N G I N G  C L I M A T E

Over 130 people
rescued after Bali 
ferry catches fi re
JAKARTA: Indonesian authori-
ties rescued over 130 people from a 
burning ferry on Wednesday near 
the tourist island of Bali.

The fi re broke out on the Padang 
Bai-Lembar ferry route connect-
ing Bali and Lombok and is also 
used by tourists travelling between 
the two popular destinations.

It is the second major ferry fi re 
in Indonesia this month.

Muhammad Hariyadi, who 
heads the Mataram Search and 
Rescue Offi  ce, told Metro TV that 
all passengers had been rescued 
and there were no immediate re-
ports of casualties.

“We have approached the ship 
and confi rmed that all passengers 
are no longer on board,” he said. 
“We visually see no passengers on 
the ship.”

In a statement later, Hariyadi 
said the total number of passen-
gers on board was still being veri-
fi ed. He had initially said the ferry 
was carrying 114 passengers and 
17 crew members, referring to the 
passenger manifest data released 
by Padang Bai’s port authority.

The ferry also had 44 vehicles 
and 53 motorcycles on it.

Fire broke out on board the Pu-
tri Yasmin Ferry at about 4:15 a.m. 

(1045 GMT) while it was en route 
from Padang Bai port in Bali to 
Lembar port on the adjacent island 
of Lombok, according to the search 
offi  ce in Mataram.

The agency received an emer-
gency report nearly half an hour 
later and then deployed rescue 
vessels and personnel.

The burning ferry was in the 
midst of rough seas with waves as 
high as 4 meters (13 feet), Hariyadi 
said, adding that conditions had 
complicated rescue eff orts.

A ferry in the vicinity had 
evacuated 30 passengers and 
brought them to Bali. A search 
and rescue vessel was on its way 
to Lembar port with 59 of the 
rescued passengers. -DW

I N D O N E S I APresident Aoun discusses 
pact with top US official

BEIRUT: Lebanon President 
Joseph Aoun on Wednesday 
received US General Joseph 
Clearfi eld in Beirut, with discus-
sions focusing on steps to imple-
ment the framework agreement 
reached between Lebanon, Israel, 
and the United States in Washing-
ton on June 26.

According to a X post by the 
Lebanese Presidency, the meet-
ing comes after General Clearfi eld 
held talks in Israel last week, as 
the US-facilitated trilateral Mili-
tary Coordination Group for Leb-
anon (MCG4L) works towards 
implementing the framework 
agreement.

In the X post, the Lebanese 

Presidency said that President 
Aoun received “the head of the 
Military Coordination Group for 
Lebanon MCG4L, General Joseph 
Clewfi eld, in the presence of the 
American Ambassador to Leba-
non, Michel Issa, and a number of 
General Clewfi eld’s aides.”

“During the meeting, they dis-
cussed the procedures necessary 
to implement the framework 
agreement reached as a result of 
the Lebanese-American-Israeli 
negotiations in Washington, in 
light of the talks conducted by 
General Clewfi eld in Israel last 
week,” the Lebanese Presidency 
said.

The United States, Israel, and 
Lebanon signed the Trilateral 

Framework in Washington on
June 26.

The statement said, “This
agreement establishes a clear and
structured process to restore Leb-
anon’s sovereignty, disarm Hiz-
ballah and dismantle its terrorist
infrastructure, and enable Israel
to return to its borders once that
threat to its citizens is removed.”

It added that the agreement
“also creates a trilateral Military 
Coordination Group for Lebanon
(MCG4L), facilitated by the Unit-
ed States, allowing the two sides
to implement this Framework.”

“We intend to work closely with
our regional partners to imple-
ment this Framework and deliver
a brighter, more secure future for

Israel, Lebanon, and the whole 
Middle East,” it added.

Meanwhile, Lebanese Prime
Minister Nawaf Salam on July 31
sharply condemned military ac-
tions by Israeli forces in southern
Lebanon, describing them as a 
direct breach of international law
and existing truce commitments
and a threat to UNESCO sites

In a post on X, Prime Minister
Salam warned that the escalating 
strikes pose severe risks to civil-
ians in the south while infl icting 
damage on historically signifi cant
heritage sites.

“The ongoing Israeli assaults in
southern Lebanon--through ex-
plosions, shelling, and systematic
destruction--represent a blatant
violation of the ceasefi re, in ad-
dition to constituting a fl agrant
breach of Lebanon’s sovereignty 
and security, as well as the prin-
ciples and rules of international
law,” Salam stated.

They not only embody a con-
demned escalatory approach but
also pose a threat to the safety 
of our people in the south, not
to mention the damage infl icted
upon the archaeological land-
marks inscribed on UNESCO’s
World Heritage List, which con-
stitute a cherished part of our na-
tion’s history,” he added.-ANI

The United States, 

Israel, and Lebanon

signed the Trilateral

Framework in 

Washington on

June 26
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young woman in
business attire 
comes home, cud-
dles with her cat,
cleans her high

heels, takes a shower and settles
down on the couch to watch TV 
in her pajamas with pizza and a 
soft drink. Afterward, she tidies
up, takes out the trash ("no clut-
ter in this apartment ever") and
spends the rest of the evening 
on the sofa with her cat.

The title of the video: "POV:
You live alone in NYC and have
no friends so this is how you
spend your Friday night." It has
already raked in over 11 million
views on Instagram.

This reel is the most success-
fuful l clclipip tto o dadatete bby y PaPaululinina a CeCee,e, 
whwho o boboasaststs oovever r 32320,0,00000 0 fofol-l-
lolowewersrs oon n InInststagagraram.m.

HeHer r acaccocoununt t fefeataturureses nnu-u-
memerorousus vvidideoeos s ofof tthihis s kikindnd, , alal--
wawaysys eempmphahah sisisisingng hherer ffririenend-d-
frfreeee llifife.e.

AnAnd d PaPaululinina a CeCeee isis jjusust t ononee
ininfl fl ueuencncerer aamimid d a a brbroaoadeder r 
trtrenene d:d: SSocociaiall memedidia a isis ffulull l ofof 
yoyounung g wowowomemen n prpresesenentitingng ttheheirir 
sosos lilitutuudede aas s a a lilifefeststylyle.e. SSomomo e-e-
titimemes s ththeyeye hhhavave e a a dodog,g, ssomome-e-
titimemes s onone e oror ttwowo ccatats,s, bbutut 
ototheherwrwisise e ththee vividedeosos sshaharere aa 
sisimimilalar r aeaeststhehetitic:c: aan n apaparartmtmenent t 
soso ccleleanan aandnd sso o spspararseselyly ffurur--
ninishsheded, , itit vverergegess onon ssteterirililityty..

AtAt ppeaeacece wwitith h ththememseselvlveses 
anand d bebeining g alalononee
OnOne e ofof tthehe pppioioneneerers s ofof tthihis s trtrenendd
isis LLanana a IsIsa a frfromom TTororonontoto. HeHer r
vividedeosos bbeaeae r r susuuchch ttititleleles s asas ""jujuj stst
ananan iintnn rorovevev rtrtrt iin n heheher r nanatutut raral ll hahahabibib --
tataat tt (h(h(homomome ee alalononee wiwiw thth yyumumummymyy 
fofofoododod)")")  or "ww"whahahaat tt a a a weww ekkenennd dd lolol okokokss
lilikekeke aaasss a a frfrrieieendndlelessss gggiririrl ll wiwiw ththh NNOO
ininnteterereer ststt iin nn memen n n oroor ddddatata ining.g ""

LaLaLanananan IIsasa aaalwlwl ayayss enene dsds hhhherere  
rerer elelells s s wiwiww thththth ttthehe ppososssititivive ee memessssagaga e,e,
"E"EEEnjnjnjoyoyy yyyyououuur r lilil fefee."." SShehehe aapppppp eaearsrs ttooo
bebebebe aaat t t pepepep acacacace e e wiwiw thththth hhhhererre lllarara gegegegelylyly ssolololi-i-
tatataryryryr lllifififesesesstytytyylelele. . . ApApAAparara t t frfrffromomomom FFFFacaca e-e-
TiTiTiTiT memememe ccccalalalallslslsls wwwwitititi h h hh heheheher r r r momomothththhererer aaaandndnd 
cococontntntacaccct t t wiwiwiwithththhth hhhherererere ssssisisisi teteter,r,r, hhhhererer cccclililipspspsp  
mamamainininlylylylyy rreveveevolololo veveveve aaaarororoounununund d d d cocococ n-n-n-
sususumpmpmptitionono : : usususu uauauaalllllllly y yy unununhehehh alalllththththy yy yy
fofofoododd, , , nenenew w w clcllotototheheh s s s oror mmovovvieieiees.s.

ThThThheee CaCaCanananadididdiianann sssayayayays s s heher r r cococoon-n-n
tetetentntnt hhhasasas nnno o o pupupurprpposose e ototo hehehher r ththt ananan
shshharararinining gg heheher rr rereealalal lllififife,e, wwwhihihichchch,,, acac--
cocordrdininng g toto hhhherer, , , ahahas s s bebebeenen ssshahahapepepeddd
byby ggenenereralalisiseded aanxnxieieietyty dddisisorordedeer r r
anand d ththe e lolossss oof f heher r rerelalatitiiononshshhipip
anand d alall l ofof hherer ffririenendsdshihipsps ssevev--
erereralala yyeaeaarsrss aagogo..

ItItI wwwasasas nnevevverer ssupupppopoosesedd totoo bbee
jujujustsst aaan nn 'a'aaesese ththheteteticicc vvvlolog,g,'' oror ttoo roro--
mamamantntnticicizizize ee hahahavivivingnng nnnoo o frfrfrieiendndds.s. .....
I I jujustst hhhapapappepepenenened dd tototo ssstatatartrtrt fififilllmimimingngng 
anand d shshhowoww tthehehe cccurururrererentnnt ccchahahaptptptererer
ofof mmy y lilifefe, , whwhwhicici h h h wawaw ss thththee pepeeacacceee
ththatat ccamamee afafteter r I I I dedealalt t wiwiithth mmy y 
fefeeleliningsgs."."

‘LONELINESS INFLUENCERS’: 
No friends, no dating, no problem? Many infl uencers

are presenting social isolation as a lifestyle. But 

experts warn of the consequences

B E I N G  A L O N E  B R I N G S  I N  T H E  C L I C K S

Authenticity hard to verify
Mareike Ernst, an assistant pro-
fessor of psychoanalytically-ori-
ented psychotherapy research at
the University of Klagenfurt, has
mixed feelings about such reels.

Ernst, whose research focuses
on psychotherapy and loneliness,
says that on the one hand, it is
positive when young women show
that being alone, even in public,
is good and normal: "That can
help destigmatise it and provides
a counterpoint to the content of 
many other infl uencers, who often
portray almost constant social in-
teraction."

On the other hand, young peo-
ple in similar life situations might
view these "loneliness infl uenc-
erers"s" aas s rorolele mmododelels,s, ""soso tthahat t itit bbe-e-
cocomemes s inincrcreaeasisingnglyly nnorormamalilisesed d toto 
spspenend d momostst oof f yoyourur ttimimee alalonone e anandd
coconvnvinincece yyouoursrselelf f ththatat ''ththisis iis s peper-r-
fefectctlyly fifinne.e.'"'"

WhWhetetheher r ththesese e lolonenelilinenessss iinflnfluu--
enencecersrs aarere aallll ttrurulyly aaututhehentnticic iis s didif-f-
fi fi cucultlt tto o veveririfyfy. . WhWhatat mmatattetersrs, , hohow-w-
eveverer, , isis tthahat t mamanyny ffolollolowewersrs bbelelieieveve
ththemem aandnd rresespopondnd ppososititivivelely y toto tthehe
sosolilitataryry llififesestytylele sshohownwn iin n ththee vivid-d-
eoeos.s. TThehe ffacact t reremamainins:s: PProrololongngeded 
sosocicialal iisosolalatitionon ccanan mmakake e pepeopoplelel
ilill.l. SStutudidieses sshohow w ththatat iit t inincrcreaeasesess
ththe e ririsksk oof f hehearart t didiseseasase,e, mmenentatall
ilillnlnesess s anand d prpremematatururee dedeatath.h.

YoYounung g anandd lolonenelyly —— WWayayss
ouout t ofof iisosolalatitionon
MoMorere aandnd mmorore e yoyoounung g pepeopoplele
arare e exexpoposeses d d toto ttheheh sese rrisisksksks.. InInn aa 
20202525 WWororldld HHeaealtlth h OrOrrgagaaninizazatitt ononon
(W(WHOHOH ) ) ststududy,y,y bbbetete wewew enen 1117%7%7% andndn
2121% % ofof rresese popoondndndenentsts agegeg d d d 133 ttto o 2929
sassaidid ttthehehey yy fefefelttlt lllonononelelely,y, wwwititith hh thhthe eee hihihighghgh--
esee t raraatetetes ss obobobseseservrvededed aaamomongng tteeeeen-n-
agagagererers.s.s TTThehehe WWWHOHOO eeeststs imimatatesess tthahahat t
ararououndnnd oonene qquauauartrtr erer oof ff thththemem aarere 
affaffa eectctededd bby yy sosoocicicialalal iiisosooolalalaal titiononon..
AcAcA cococordrdining g g toto aa NNNiviveaea ssstutuudydydyd  
cococondndn ucucuu teted d d ininn 11113 3 3 cococ ununntrtrrt ieiees,s,s,, 
24244% % %%% ofofo yyououungnggng pppeoeoeoplpllle e e agagaggededede  
16166 ttto o o 2424244 fffeeeeee l l sosoociciicialalllylylyly iiisososoo--
lalalateteted,dd,d cccomomomompapapap rereed d ddd wiwiwiwithththh 
19191919% % %% acacacacrororoosssssss aaallllll aaagegege 
grgrgrgrouououo pspspsps....

SoSoSoS lililiitutututudedededed aaaas s s s anananan 
aeaeaeeeststststssthehehehehetititititic?c?c?c?c?

"L"L"L"L" onononnelelelelllinininninesesesesesssss
ininnnflflflflflueueueueueu ncncncncererererre s"s"s"""s  
ararrre e e e alalalalmomomoomomoststststtst 
exexexe clclclusususuuu iviviviiive-e-e-
lylyly wwwwomomom--
e ne ne n ...
ErErnsnssn t tt 
susus-s-

pects this has to do with gender 
stereotypes: Women are expected 
to build relationships and be there 
for others. This countertrend may 
therefore constitute a form of 
emancipation.

"Or perhaps it simply fi ts bet-
ter with the female infl uencer 
aesthetic, which often focuses on 
self-care, cooking, tidying up and 
similar activities."

Because of this aesthetic, US 
psychotherapist Phil Lane re-
cently addressed these infl uencers 
in an Instagram post. "Loneliness 
infl uencers, stop trying to make 
loneliness as an aesthetic happen; 
it is not going to happen. It is im-
portant that we are around our fel-
low human beings. It's one of our 
babasisic c huhumaman n neneededs.s.""

LaLanene sstrtresessesed d ththatat ttheherere iis s 
nonoththining g wrwronong g wiwithth sspependndining g 
titimeme aalolonene. . "S"Somometetimimeses, , I I rere--
alallyly eenjnjoyoy mmy y owown n cocompmpanany,y,
anand d I I enenjojoy y sosolilitutudede, , bubut t wewe 
cacan'n't t ovovererapapplply y ththisiss bbe-e-
cacaususe e itit ccanan hhavave e sisigngnifiifi--
cacantnt hheaealtlth h ririsksks.s.""

SoSo ffarar, , hohowewevevever,r, 
hihiss memessssagagage e e hahah s s 
gagaininineded llititttltle e trtracacc--
titiononn:: : HiHiH s s popooststt hhasas 
gagarnrnererereded ooonlnlnly y 
ararououo ndnd 999000000 
viviewews.s. - DW-DW
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Rybakina tops Osaka, Gauff
advances on Bencic walkover

TORONTO: An early match 
time didn’t faze Elena Rybakina 
on Tuesday at the WTA Toronto 
Open. Neither did a strong start by 
her opponent.

Rybakina came back for a 4-6, 
7-6 (5), 6-4 win over Naomi Osa-
ka to reach the semi-fi nals at the 
WTA Tour event. The second seed 
from Kazakhstan broke Osaka’s 
serve at 3-3 in the deciding set 
and held on for the win at Sobeys 
Stadium.

“It was a very diffi  cult match,” 
Rybakina said. “I honestly don’t 
know how I managed to turn it 
around.”

The match started earlier than 
planned after Switzerland’s Be-
linda Bencic pulled out due to a hip 

injury. Fourth-seeded Coco Gauff  
advanced to the semi-fi nals via 
walkover. Organisers confi rmed
the withdrawal shortly before the
evening match was set to begin on
centre court.

The Rybakina-Osaka match was
moved up into the time-slot and
the players delivered with a back-
and-forth battle that lasted two
hours 33 minutes.

Rybakina played her previous
matches during the day sessions
and had hoped for a longer pre-
match practice session to adjust to

the late-day light.
“I couldn’t fi nd the feeling, it 

took me some time,” Rybakina 
said. The hard-serving six-footer 
will meet Gauff  in the semi-fi nals.

“She’s a great fi ghter,” Rybakina 
said. “I know it’s going to be a very 
diffi  cult match.”

The other matchup pits ninth-
seeded Elina Svitolina of Ukraine 
against seventh-seeded Iga 
Swiatek of Poland. Both players 
won their quarter-fi nal matches 
on Monday.

The fi nal was scheduled for 

Thursday at the US$7.43-million 
tournament. The 12th-seeded 
Bencic, who won here in 2015, 
played with signifi cant taping 
around her left thigh in a fourth-
round win over Alexandra Eala of 
the Philippines on Sunday.

“I am really sorry to not be able 
to compete tonight,” Bencic said in 
a statement.

“This is an amazing tournament 
and I was really looking forward to 
playing in front of the great fans 
here in Toronto.

“I tried everything possible to be 
ready for tonight.”

The 11th-seeded Osaka broke 
serve in the match’s opening game 
and was two points away from vic-
tory in the second-set tiebreaker 
before Rybakina pulled even.

Up 3-2 in the decider, the four-
time Grand Slam champion from 
Japan had four break-point oppor-
tunities but Rybakina held serve to 
tie it.

Osaka was broken after that 
and Rybakina would close out the 
match with her 15th ace to secure 
her third WTA 1000 semifi nal ap-
pearance of the season.

“I was just trying to stay positive 
and tried to stay close to the score,” 
Rybakina said. “I’m very happy 
that I managed to turn it around.”

Osaka reached the fi nal last 
year in Montreal before falling to 
Canada’s Victoria Mboko, who was 
unable to defend her title due to a 
knee injury. – Agencies

The second seed from 

Kazakhstan rallied

from an opening set 

defeat to overcome 

Osaka and set up a

semi-fi nal showdown

with Gauff 

Shelton strolls past Mensik;
Jodar downs Fils in quarters

MONTREAL: Ben Shelton took
another step toward defending 
his ATP Montreal Masters title on
Tuesday with a 6-3, 6-1 quarter-
fi nals hammering of Jakub Men-
sik for his 10th straight victory in
Canada.

World No.10 Shelton, the last
top-10 player in the fi eld, was nev-
er challenged by the Czech in ad-
vancing to a semi-fi nal against fel-
low American Learner Tien, who
ousted Spain’s Daniel Merida 6-3,
6-2 in 72 minutes. “It was a great
performance for me, super happy 
with that and to be in the semis
again,” Shelton said.

Spanish teen Rafael Jodar
booked a semifi nal spot in only his
fi fth ATP Masters 1000 event by 
holding off  France’s Arthur Fils
7-6 (5), 6-3.

The 19-year-old will face the

oldest remaining player when he 
plays 25-year-old American Bran-
don Nakashima in a battle for a 
place in Thursday’s fi nal.

Nakashima reached his break-
through Masters semi in 77 min-
utes as he imposed his game on 
Luciano Darderi 6-2, 6-3, setting 
up three match points with his 
11th ace as winning as the Italian 
missed on a drop shot.

It’s the fi rst time since 1992 that 
three American men have reached 
the last four in Canada.

Shelton was on fi re in his 
72-minute thrashing of Mensik, 
the American producing 18 win-
ners and only three unforced er-
rors. Shelton has yet to lose a set at 
this event.

“I felt great, I played well form 
the ground from point one,” Shel-
ton said. “I’m right where I want 

to be. I maintained a high level
throughout the match. I hope to
continue to build on this in the
semis.”

Jodar shrugged off  a slight
tweak of his ankle in the second
set against Fils and remained calm
throughout as his French oppo-
nent smashed a racquet after being 
broken early in the second set.

Jodar, who does not turn 20 un-
til after the US Open, has won 34
matches this season and risen to
15th in world rankings, but sees
improving his game as more im-
portant than his ranking.

“That shouldn’t be your primary 
thing and your goal,” he said. “My 
goal is to have fun on court and to
enjoy all the tournaments that are
new for me.”

Fils, back after injury, saved
three match points in the fi nal

game before Jodar lanced a winner 
to the empty court after an hour 
and three-quarters.

“I played a very high level today 
against a tough player like Arthur,” 
Jodar said. “I had to give my best to 
win this match.”

Nakashima, who won his fi fth 
quarter-fi nal of the season, cred-
ited his serve with the win.

“My serve was super important. 
It got me out of some tough holes,” 
Nakashima said.

“I also took my opportunities on 
return when I needed to. I knew I 
had to open up the court. He was 
hitting his spots really well.”

Nakashima, into his 16th career 
semi-fi nals, put his confi dence “at 
an all-time high” after his seventh 
victory in eight matches following a 
Washington semi-fi nal run. – Agencies

M O N T R E A L  M A S T E R S

LONDON: Athletes prom-
ised thousands of pounds in
payments for participating 
in Grand Slam Track (GST) 
events are still waiting for their
money, despite organisers say-
ing they had all been paid.

Agents and sports-man-
agement companies told 
BBC Sport athletes are yet to 
receive money they are owed,
despite GST founder Michael
Johnson saying he had “got
the athletes paid” after a “cata-
strophic capital issue” caused 
by investors pulling out.

Four-time former Olympic 
champion Johnson launched
GST in 2025 with the promise 
of lucrative prize money and 
salaries. Originally scheduled 
for four marquee meets, the 
fi nal event in Los Angeles was 
cancelled and organisers vol-
untarily fi led for bankruptcy 
in the US in December.

 In an interview in the Tel-
egraph, on Saturday, John-
son admitted that as GST 
ran into fi nancial trouble, he 
used his own credit card to 
purchase athlete fl ights and 
hotel rooms.

The 58-year-old said he
was hurt by accusations 
he “secretly” paid himself 
$500,000 (£375,000) days 
before the season collapsed
- a claim a GST representa-
tive said at the time was
“unfounded and false”.

“I’m happy to clear it up, 
because it’s the most hurtful 
thing and the exact opposite 

of what was reported,” John-
son told The Telegraph.

But Johnson’s claim those 
who were owed money by 
GST had received it was 
premature. A company act-
ing on behalf of athletes said
they had not received any 
payments, nor had they been
contacted to be told when 
they were due.

Johnson’s representatives 
conceded the money had not 
yet reached the athletes and
said the American had not 
intentionally set out to de-
ceive people by saying it had. 
It is understood the reported 
$11m (£8.1m) owed to credi-
tors - including athletes - is
being held by a third party.

It is unclear how long it
will take to pay the athletes.

Several high-profi le ath-
letes were owed payments of 
more than £100,000, includ-
ing British former world
1500m champion Josh Kerr 
and Olympic 400m silver 
medallist Matthew Hudson-
Smith. - Agencies

GST athletes deny Johnson
claim they have been paid

Double Olympic champ Tentoglou soars to fourth long jump title
BIRMINGHAM: Greece’s Milti-
adis Tentoglou soared out to a 
record-equalling fourth European 
long jump title on Tuesday, but 
Italian Marcell Jacobs was unable 
to claim a third 100m gold.

Tentoglou, the double Olympic 
champion, came under pressure 
from Swiss athlete Simon Eham-
mer, but produced a winning 8.44 
metres on his fourth attempt.

Tentoglou emulated Germany’s 
Heike Drechsler who won four 
successive European women’s 
long jump titles between 1986 and 
1998.  “This was one of the hardest 
fi nals I have ever done,” said Ten-
toglou. “I am good in all conditions 
but this wind was so hard on us 
long jumpers.

“Ehammer is a very strong guy 
and he was kind of OK with it. But 
for the other jumpers and me, it 
was incredibly diffi  cult.”

Tentoglou added: “I had to try so 

hard for this 8.44m jump. It is noth-
ing for me usually but today it was 
so hard to do. This is one of my most 
precious victories because it is also 
a complex season for me. This is the 
start of winning golds again.”

Like Tentoglou, Jacobs is a prov-
en championship performer.

But the Tokyo Olympic gold 
medallist and fi rm favourite for the 
blue riband event fell short in his 
quest to win a third title and equal 
a feat only achieved by Ukrainian 
Valeriy Borzov (1969, 1971, 1974) 
and Britain’s Linford Christie 
(1986, 1990, 1994).

The 31-year-old Italian suff ered 
a terrible start and seemed to pull 
up halfway through the race be-
fore continuing to the fi nish line 
in a jog. He then walked off  with 
a slight limp. “I think my injury is 
serious because I felt something 
before the start when I tried the 
blocks,” said Jacobs.

Total domination
With Jacobs out of contention,
Jamaican-born Glave sealed vic-
tory in 10.09 seconds in a British
1-2 as world indoor 60m champion
Jeremiah Azu claimed silver in
10.16sec.

Glave’s victory came hot on the
heels of Amy Hunt winning the

women’s 100m on Monday.  “It is 
domination. Total domination,” 
said Glave.

Where Jacobs faltered, Nadia 
Battocletti remained resolute, the 
Italian striking with 200 metres 
to run to comfortably defend her 
5,000m title in 15:37.84.

“It was a little crazy, we touched 

each other a lot during the race as it 
was very tactical,” Battocletti said.

It is the latest accolade for 
Battocletti, who has gone on a 
medal spree since completing a 
5,000/10,000m Euro double in 
Rome two years ago.

Since then, she has won two suc-
cessive European cross country 

titles, European 10km road gold, 
Olympic and world 10,000m silver, 
world 5000m bronze and world in-
door 3000m gold.

Spain’s Marta García took silver 
in 15:39.98, with another Italian, 
Micol Majori, rounding out the po-
dium. Dutchwoman Nadine Visser 
claimed a thrilling victory in the 
100m hurdles, edging Poland’s Pia 
Skrzyszowska in a photo fi nish in 
12.67sec.

A tight fi nish across the fi eld 
saw France’s Laetitia Bapte grab 
bronze ahead of Switzerland’s 
reigning world champion Ditaji 
Kambundji.

Hungary’s Olympic silver med-
allist Bence Halasz broke the Pol-
ish stranglehold on the European 
men’s hammer throw, managing a 
world-leading 84.25m for victory.

It was Halasz’s fi rst gold after 
seven previous near-misses on the 
global stage. - Agencies

E U R O P E A N  A T H L E T I C S
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Ronaldo and Georgina tie the knot after 10 years
CASCAIS: Cristiano Ronaldo and 
Georgina Rodriguez are husband 
and wife.

They married on Tuesday in a 
civil ceremony described by the 
public relations team that repre-
sents the Portuguese football star 
as “a private and intimate moment 
attended by their fi ve children.”

The ceremony took place in 
Cascais, a coastal town in western 
Portugal near the capital Lisbon, 
the Brunswick Group said in the 
announcement.

The couple posted a picture on 
their Instagram accounts showing 
their rings.

They have been together for 
the past decade after meeting in 
Madrid.

The 41-year-old Ronaldo, a fi ve-
time world player of the year and 
one of the most high-profi le sports 
stars, is coming off  playing in his 
record-tying sixth World Cup for 
Portugal. His Saudi team, Al Nassr, 
starts its domestic season on 
Saturday. - Agencies

P O R T U G U E S E  F O O T B A L L  S T A R

Fresh injury raises doubts 

about Pogba’s future
MONACO: Paul Pogba suff ered 
a new thigh injury on Tuesday 
during the fi rst day of Monaco’s 
training camp in England, cast-
ing doubt on his future in the 
Principality.

The 2018 French World Cup 
winner suff ered an injury to his 
left thigh as Monaco trained at 
the English national football 
centre at St George’s Park after 
beating Liverpool in a friendly 
on Sunday.

The 33-year-old midfi elder 
was only returning to group train-
ing after a long spell of right-knee 
problems.

Pogba has played only one half 
of football for Monaco in this 
pre-season.

According to several sources 
close to the matter, the new injury 
shows Pogba is some way off  the 
level of fi tness required to begin 
the Ligue 1 season.

After serving 18 months of a 

four-year ban for doping, Pogba 
played just six Ligue 1 matches 
for Monaco last season, totalling 
115 minutes on the pitch. - Agencies

F R E N C H  L I G U E  1

Slot to stay in club football 
after Netherlands talks

LONDON: Former Liverpool head 
coach Arne Slot has confi rmed he 
held talks over the vacant Neth-
erlands job but withdrew because 
he wants his next job to be in club 
football.

The Dutchman, 47, guided the 
Reds to their 20th league title in 
his debut season but fi nished fi fth 
in the Premier League and was 
sacked on May 30.

Ronald Koeman stepped down 
from his second spell as Nether-

lands manager after they were 
knocked out of the World Cup by 
Morocco in the last-32 penalty 
shootout in June. Slot denied re-
ports he had withdrawn from talks 
with the KNVB (Royal Dutch Foot-

ball Association) after a dispute 
over his contract.

“Over the past few weeks, and 
particularly the past few days, 
various reports have appeared re-
garding the vacancy at the Dutch 

national team, suggesting that I 
had withdrawn from the process 
after lengthy negotiations, includ-
ing regarding salary and contract 
duration,” Slot told Voetbal Inter-
national. “That speculation is in-

correct. We simply never reached 
that stage of the talks.”

Slot, who won the Eredivisie 
with Feyenoord in 2023, did not 
rule out taking over the national 
team in the future. “At this stage of 
my career, I prefer to see myself on 
the training pitch with my players 
every day. Something that is simply 
not possible in the same way with a 
national team,” he said. “And (this 
is) why I chose not to continue the 
talks and not to start negotiations 
on what a possible contract might 
look like.

“I have enormous respect for the 
national team and for the KNVB 
and can only be positive about the 
professional manner in which the 
talks proceeded that week.

“For now, I believe that club 
football still has a lot to off er me.”

He added: “It would be a great 
honour to represent my country as 
national coach one day. However, 
this was not the right moment for 
me.” Former Portugal manager 
Roberto Martinez is now in talks 
with the KNVB, according to re-
ports in the Netherlands. - Agencies

The Dutch manager 

had replaced Jurgen 

Klopp as Liverpool 

boss in May 2024 but 

was sacked in May

earlier this year

Man City sign Argentina’s
Rulli as back-up goalkeeper
MANCHESTER: Manchester 
City’s back-up goalkeeper to Gian-
luigi Donnarumma will be Geróni-
mo Rulli after the Argentina inter-
national joined from Marseille on a 
two-year deal on Wednesday. The 
34-year-old Rulli replaces James 
Traff ord as City’s second-choice 
goalie. Traff ord left to join Leeds last 
week. Rulli, who has played eight 
times for Argentina and was part 
of the World Cup-winning squad 
in 2022, has European experience 
after playing at Real Sociedad, Vil-
larreal, Montpellier, Ajax and most 
recently Marseille since 2024.

He had a brief spell at City in the 
2016-17 season.  “I have been really 
impressed by him during our con-
versations, a strong desire to join 
us,” City director of football Hugo 
Viana said. “It’s clear we are get-
ting a brilliant professional, as well 
as a top keeper.”

Chelsea get Chavarria
Chelsea signed Pep Chavarria 
from Rayo Vallecano on Wednes-
day as a replacement for left back 
Marc Cucurella. Cucurella joined 
Real Madrid at the start of the 
off season.

Chelsea now have another 
Spaniard at left back, with Chavar-
ria signing a deal until 2031. He 
helped Rayo reach the Conference 
League fi nal last season and fi nish 
eighth in La Liga for the second 
straight year.

“This is a dream for me as Chel-
sea are one of the biggest clubs in 
the world,” Chavarria said. 

“It is a big opportunity but I am 
prepared and will work hard to 
help the team achieve success.”

Palace re-sign Guessand
Crystal Palace have re-signed 
Evann Guessand on a season-long 
loan from Aston Villa.

The 25-year-old Ivory Coast for-

ward spent the second half of last 
season at Selhurst Park and was 
part of the side that won the Con-
ference League in May.

He only joined Villa in August 
last year but endured an under-
whelming start to the season after 
his £26m transfer, scoring two 
goals in 21 appearances in all com-
petitions.

After moving to Palace in Janu-

ary, Guessand scored his fi rst Pre-
mier League goal in a 1-0 win over 
Wolves and came on in the Con-
ference League fi nal victory over 
Spanish side Rayo Vallecano.

He also fi nished the season 
with a Europa League winner’s 
medal after appearing for Villa 
earlier in the season before Unai 
Emery’s side went on to win the 
trophy. - Agencies

E N G L I S H  P R E M I E R  L E A G U E

Palestinian club football to resume in 
September after three-year disruption
RAMALLAH: The Palestinian
Football Association announced
that it would resume activity in
September after a nearly three-
year pause due to the Gaza war.

“We announce the resumption
of sports activities and the foot-
ball association’s league begin-
ning September 4,” association
president Jibril Rajoub said at a 
Ramallah press conference.

Palestinian sports leagues,
including professional football,
came to a halt with the war, which
was sparked by Hamas’s October
7, 2023 attack on Israel.

The association has named the
fi rst tournament back the “Thou-
sand Martyrs’ Cup”, to honour the
1,014 Palestinian athletes killed
by Israel during the war according 
to the association’s data.

More than 200 clubs will com-
pete in the tournament, includ-
ing 146 from the Israeli-occupied
West Bank, 44 from Gaza, and 36
from Palestinian refugee camps
in Lebanon. The tournament will
kick off  simultaneously in the

three locations.
Rajoub said the war “created 

diffi  cult conditions for all Pal-
estinians that led to the suspen-
sion of our competitions and ac-
tivities”.

“But we have not lost our Pal-
estinian national will, nor have 
we lost our belief that sport will 
remain a symbol of hope and life.”

Rajoub said the association and 
Palestinian clubs faced tough fi -
nancial circumstances.

During the press conference, 
he called on FIFA and other fed-
erations to stand by Palestinian 
sports and to protect the rights 

of players, clubs and children
to enjoy sports in “freedom and
dignity”.

The association previously is-
sued a statement regarding FIFA 
president Gianni Infantino’s now-
withdrawn plan to open tourna-
ments to private investors, say-
ing “many today are questioning 
FIFA’s commercial direction”.

“But for Palestine, the issue is
more fundamental... Our question
is whether FIFA still has the cour-
age to apply its regulations to eve-
ryone equally... without succumb-
ing to political pressures.”

The association has called on
FIFA to impose sanctions on Is-
raeli clubs that operate in West
Bank settlements and to suspend
Israel’s FIFA membership over
the country’s conduct in Gaza.

Israeli settlements in the West
Bank are illegal under interna-
tional law. “We are not asking 
for privileges; we are demanding 
legitimate rights guaranteed by 
international sporting laws and
charters,” Rajoub said. - Agencies

W A R  I M P A C T

Barcelona’s
Bardghji
suff ers ACL 
rupture

BARCELONA: Barcelona’s 
young Swedish winger Roony 
Bardghji faces surgery in the
coming days after rupturing 
the anterior cruciate ligament
(ACL) in his right knee, the 
Spanish champions announced
on Tuesday. The 20-year-old, 
who joined Barca last summer
from FC Copenhagen, was in-
jured in training on Monday and
could be sidelined for at least six
to seven months, according to
the local media oulets.

He played just 28 matches last 
season as he served as back-up
to Lamine Yamal and was tipped
to leave the club following the
arrivals of England winger An-
thony Gordon and German Ka-
rim Adeyemi. - Agencies
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BankDhofar enhances savings with 
flexible Recurring Deposit Account

MUSCAT: BankDhofar, the sec-
ond-largest bank in the Sultanate 
of Oman by branch network, con-
tinues to expand its portfolio of 
customer-focused banking solu-
tions with its Recurring Deposit 
Account, a disciplined savings so-
lution designed to help customers 
build fi nancial security through 
regular savings.

The account off ers customers the 
fl exibility to save on a daily, weekly 
or monthly basis, making it easier 
to align savings with individual 

lifestyles and fi nancial goals. With
competitive returns of up to 5%,
the Recurring Deposit Account
provides an attractive opportunity 
to grow savings while encouraging 
disciplined fi nancial planning.

Customers can begin saving 
from as little as 500 baisa, making 
the account accessible to a wide
range of customers. The account
also provides an ideal platform
for families to invest the OMR 10
monthly child benefi t received
from Social Protection Fund, help-

ing parents build long-term sav-
ings for their children’s future.

Whether saving for education, 
travel, major purchases or future fi -
nancial commitments, the account 
enables customers to accumulate 
funds gradually through conveni-
ent and aff ordable contributions.

The Recurring Deposit Account 
also off ers fi xed savings tenures, 
providing greater certainty and 
helping customers plan confi dent-
ly towards specifi c fi nancial mile-
stones within a defi ned timeframe.

Through this off ering, BankD-
hofar reaffi  rms its commitment to 
delivering innovative, accessible 
and fl exible fi nancial solutions 
that empower customers to man-
age their fi nances eff ectively and 
cultivate long-term savings habits.

Customers interested in open-
ing a Recurring Deposit Account 
can visit any of BankDhofar’s more 
than 145 branches across the Sul-
tanate’s governorates and wilayats 
to learn more about the product 
and its benefi ts.

The account off ers customers the

fl exibility to save on a daily, weekly or 

monthly basis, making it easier to align 

savings with individual lifestyles and 

fi nancial goals

ISWK [Cambridge] holds Investiture Ceremony for 2026-27

MUSCAT: Indian School Al 
Wadi Al Kabir [Cambridge] held 
its Investiture Ceremony for the 
academic year 2026–27 recent-
ly, formally inducting 48 newly 
elected student leaders from 
Grades 3 to A Level as members 
of the Student Council.

The ceremony, held at the school 
campus, was graced by Captain 
Modit Soni, Defence Attaché at 
the Embassy of India, Sultanate 
of Oman, who attended as Chief 

Guest. A distinguished Commu-
nication and Electronic Warfare
specialist with over two decades
of service in the Indian Navy, Cap-
tain Soni delivered an inspiring 
address in which he commended
the role of educators and parents
in shaping future leaders.

Drawing from his own journey 
from a school prefect to a naval
offi  cer he emphasised that true
leadership is rooted in knowledge,
competence, integrity, and selfl ess

service. Referring to the Mahab-
harata and the Bhagavad Gita, he
encouraged the student leaders to
lead with vision, humility, resil-
ience, and a sense of responsibility.

The programme commenced 
with the traditional lighting of 
the ceremonial lamp, followed
by a dance presentation titled
Wings of Power, which celebrated
the ideals of leadership, unity,
and responsibility. 

The newly elected Student 

Council members were then for-
mally invested with their badges 
of offi  ce and administered the 
Oath of Offi  ce, pledging to uphold 
the values of integrity, discipline, 
and service.

Outgoing School Captain Cai-
lyn Justine Durham addressed the 
gathering, refl ecting on her leader-
ship journey and congratulating 
the incoming Council. She encour-
aged the new offi  ce-bearers to be-
lieve in themselves and inspire 

others through their actions.
A symbolic Passing of the Ba-

ton by the House Coordinators 
marked the seamless transition of 
leadership, signifying continuity 
and shared responsibility.

The ceremony concluded with 
a Vote of Thanks proposed by 
School Captain Rahil Maniar, who 
expressed gratitude to the Chief 
Guest, members of the School 
Management Committee, school 
leadership, educators, parents, and 

students for their support in mak-
ing the occasion memorable.

The Investiture Ceremony re-
fl ected the school’s commitment to 
nurturing confi dent, compassion-
ate, and responsible global citizens 
in alignment with the Cambridge 
Learner Attributes, and inspired 
the newly elected Student Council 
to uphold the vision and values of 
ISWK [Cambridge] with dedica-
tion and excellence throughout the 
academic year.
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