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Over 527000 new, renewed
vehicle driving licences issued

MUSCAT: The number of new
and renewed vehicle driving li-
cences issued in Oman reached
approximately 527,830 by the end
of 2025, up from 500,738 in 2024
and 338,990 in 2021.

Of the total issued in 2025,
136,491 were new licences and
391,339 were renewed licences.

Omanis accounted for 227,718

new and renewed vehicle driving
licences, while expatriates ac-
counted for 300,112 licences.

Oman’s paved road network
continued to expand over the past
5years, reaching 45,659kms by the
end of 2025, compared with 40,546
kilometres in 2021, according to
the National Centre for Statistics
and Information (NCSI).>A3

TOP THREE INSIDE STORIES

Oman’s inflation rises 3.2% in July 2026

same month last year, while average inflation for the January-July

10ma.n’s inflation rate rose 3.2% in July 2026 compared with the

2026 period reached 2.9%, according to data from the NCSI. >A3

Bangladesh fight back

Shoriful Islam replicated
Mitchell Starc’s exploits

in the second Test. >A8

MSX trading value up

The value of trading on
MSX rose the week to

OMR252.1 million. >B1

FINANGIAL GRIMES TOP OMAN’S

OFFENGE GATEGORIES: NGSI DATA

Oman recorded
21,000 crimes in
2025, property
offences surged 33%

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Financial crimes lead
Oman’s offence categories, ac-
cording to the latest official data
released by the National Centre
for Statistics and Information
(NCSI).

Oman recorded around 21,000
crimes in 2025, marking a 14.8%
increase from the previous year,
according to the latest NCSI data
released.

Crimes against property ac-

counted for the largest share,
rising by 33% to nearly 13,000
offences and representing 62.3%
of all recorded crimes across the
Sultanate’s governorates.

Crimes against persons were
the second-largest category, ac-
counting for 28.8%, followed by
offences against public adminis-

tration and public trust at 3.5%.

Liquor and public drunkenness
violations accounted for 2.8%,
while moral offences represented
2.1%.

The average number of record-
ed crimes increased to 58 offences
a day in 2025, compared with 50
per day in 2024. The overall crime

rate stood at 3.9 offences per 1,000
population.

Muscat accounts for
largest share

Muscat Governorate recorded the
highest number of offences, ac-
counting for 42% of the national
total, with 8,916 crimes and a rate
of 5.8 offences per 1,000 residents.

North Al Batinah followed with
3,002 offences, while South Al
Batinah recorded 1,985 and Dho-
far 1,827.

At the other end of the scale, Al
Wusta Governorate recorded the
lowest number of crimes, with
120 offences during the year.

Young adults make up
majority of offenders

The number of people charged or
apprehended in connection with
crimes also increased. A total of
26,847 offenders were recorded
in 2025, up 10% from 24,341 in
2024. >A3
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Oman’s Personal Income Tax Law: Key Rules on Tax Liability

man’s Personal Income
Tax Law was promul-
gated under Royal Decree

56/2025 and is set to take effect
on 1st January 2028, establish-
ing alegal framework defining
who will be subject to personal
income tax.

In an exclusive interview with
Times of Oman, Dr. Mohammed
Ibrahim Al Zadjali, Chairman of
Mohammed Ibrahim Law Firm,
explained that “a tax residentis a
person whose presence in Oman
exceeds 183 days, whether con-
tinuously or intermittently, dur-
ing a tax year. A non-tax resident
is anyone who does not meet
this condition. A tax resident
pays tax on income realised both
inside and outside Oman, while
anon-tax resident pays tax only
on income realised inside Oman.

Inboth cases, tax is imposed at a
rate of 5% of taxable income.”

“A person’s gross income
includes sources such as salaries
and wages, self-employment,

leasing, royalties, interest, and
returns from and disposal gains
on stocks, shares and bonds,
pensions and end-of-service gra-
tuities, among others. The first

OMR 42,000 of gross income

is excluded in determining net
income, while applicable exemp-
tions, costs and losses are then
deducted to determine taxable
income, which is taxed at 5%.

A person whose gross income
exceeds OMR 42,000 must file
an electronic tax return within
six months from the end of the
tax year, subject to certain excep-
tions under the Law,” he said.

He stated that “employers
shall pay amounts required to be
withheld for tax on salaries and
wages, pensions, end-of-service
gratuities and membership
bonuses which they are required
to pay, and shall transfer them
to the Authority periodically
under the regulation. Other
entities, such as government
bodies, companies and establish-

ments, must also withhold tax
on payments from other income
sources. Where the recipient
is ataxresident and income
from such source exceeds OMR
20,000, 20% of the tax due must
be withheld. Where the recipient
is anon-tax resident, an amount
equivalent to the full value of
the tax due shall be withheld in
accordance with the controls
specified by the regulation.”
“Deliberately failing to file,
withhold, or pay withheld tax
canresult in fines. Serious
offences such as knowingly
providing false data, or delib-
erately destroying, concealing,
or disposing of records before
the retention period ends, may
carry fines or imprisonment.
Understanding who must pay,
and when, is essential for both

individuals and businesses well
ahead of'the law coming into ef-
fect,” he concluded.

(Mohammed Ibrahim Law Firm
(info@mohammedibrahim.
net), (+968 244 87 600) was
established on 14th December
2006 and is serving clients
through its offices in Muscat and
Sohar, as well as operating on

a request basis in other areas.

It offers legal representation
across a wide range of practice
areas that include Labour

Law, Corporate, Commercial,
Contracts, Banking and
Finance, International Trade,
Foreign Investment, Insurance,
Maritime Law, Construction
and Engineering Contracts,
International Arbitration,
Intellectual Property and more).

Nama Water Services boosts piech Remedy
sustainable transformation

The company said
water resources
management is a
fundamental pillar
of sustainahle
development, water
security, economic
stability and the
well-being of
communities

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Nama Water Services
is advancing a new operational
model aimed at strengthening the
sustainability, efficiency and re-
silience of Oman’s water sector by
integrating environmental, social
and governance (ESG) principles
into its operations and institu-
tional decision-making.

The company said water re-
sources management is a fun-
damental pillar of sustainable
development, water security, eco-
nomic stability and the well-being
of communities.

Nama Water Services is imple-
menting a roadmap extending to
2027, aligned with Global Report-
ing Initiative (GRI) standards.

The roadmap focuses on devel-
oping policies and frameworks,
strengthening operational inte-
gration and pursuing continuous
improvement, with the aim of
enhancing the company’s readi-
ness for internationally recog-
nised sustainability and govern-
ance ratings.

Engineer Ahmed bin Rashid
Al-Khamisi, CEO of Business As-
surance and Excellence at Nama

Water Services, said the compa-
ny is integrating ESG principles
across its operations and strate-
gic decisions in support of Oman
Vision 2040.

He said the company is also de-
veloping an operational system
based on data and artificial intelli-
gence, while employing advanced
technologies across various pro-
cesses, viewing water as a long-
term investment in the stability
and resilience of the future.

The company has launched a fi-
nancial sustainability framework
aimed at expanding the use of sus-
tainable financing instruments,
including green, blue and social
bonds, to fund projects delivering
positive environmental and social
impacts.

Al-Khamisi noted that expand-
ing low-emission solutions and

renewable energy projects forms
an important part of the com-
pany’s strategy to build a more ef-
ficient, low-emission operational
system, support net-zero objec-
tives and reduce long-term envi-
ronmental impacts.

He also highlighted the Green
Harvest initiative as one of the
pathways supporting climate re-
silience by maximising the use of
natural resources and reducing
the effects of environmental and
climatic fluctuations.

Serving more than
4 million beneficiaries
Nama Water Services currently
serves more than 4 million ben-
eficiaries through an operational
system covering Oman’s various
governorates.

The company’s local added

value exceeded OMR100 million
during the past year, underscoring
its contribution to the national
economy, support for small and
medium enterprises and promo-
tion of local content.

Engineer Riya bint Ali Al-Abri,
Director of the Environment,
Society and Governance Project
at Nama Water Services, said
ESG principles are key strategic
enablers for sustainable resource
management and strengthening
the water sector’s preparedness
for accelerating environmental
and climate challenges.

She said their adoption con-
tributes to more efficient resource
use, lower environmental impact
and the development of sustain-
able projects based on innovation
and digital transformation.

The approach also supports a
more adaptable operating sys-
tem, a fair workplace that pro-
motes equal opportunities and
national competencies, as well as
community initiatives and local
development.

Nama Water Services said it
will continue moving towards
more sustainable and innova-
tive water-resource management
through an integrated model com-
bining technology, governance,
operational excellence and sus-
tainability.

ink deal to boost

business

MUSCAT: Otech, the technology
arm of Omantel, has signed a co-
operation agreement with Remedy
to launch an advanced corporate
platform supporting strategic
planning and performance man-
agement through artificial intelli-
gence technologies.

The partnership forms part of
Otech’s efforts to adopt emerging
technologies, strengthen Oman’s
national innovation ecosystem
and support local startups in
transforming their innovations
into institutional solutions.

Under the agreement, Otech will
develop and implement the “Rise
Talent” platform within its corpo-
rate system. The platform will pro-
vide capabilities covering strategic
goal alignment, talent manage-
ment, employee experience and
human resources.

Its functions will include com-
petency management, recruit-
ment, learning and development,
performance management and
career planning, in addition to AI-
supported human resources ana-
lytics and digital self-service tools.

Magbool bin Salim Al Wohaibi,
acting CEO of Otech, said the part-
nership reflects the company’s
commitment to supporting inno-
vation and helping emerging tech-
nology companies transform their
ideas into practical institutional
applications.

He stressed that developing a
competitive digital economy re-
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solutions

quires an integrated environment
that brings together local innova-
tion, technical expertise and the
real needs of institutions.

He added that Otech is work-
ing to connect innovators and
startups with institutional oppor-
tunities and provide them with
capabilities to develop scalable
solutions for the Omani market
and international markets. The
company is also continuing to in-
vest in advanced technologies to
improve operational efficiency and
strengthen its institutional capa-
bilities.

Turki bin Abdul Hafeez Al Bal-
ushi, Co-founder of Remedy, said
the partnership would allow the
company’s solutions to move from
the development stage into real-
world institutional applications,
while benefiting from Otech’s
technical expertise in understand-
ing corporate requirements.

He said Remedy focuses on de-
veloping Al-powered tools that
connect corporate strategies with
implementation, strengthen per-
formance management and pro-
vide real-time insights to help
leaders and employees make more
effective decisions.

The collaboration is expected
to contribute to the development
of Oman’s digital economy, while
creating new opportunities for lo-
cal technology companies to scale
their solutions and meet the evolv-
ing needs of businesses. -ona
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‘Land of Frankincense’ documentary highlights Oman’s heritage

Times News Service

SALALAH: The documentary
film “Land of Frankincense”, pro-
duced by Russia Today (RT), offers
a visual journey through the natu-
ral, cultural and scientific treas-
ures of Dhofar Governorate, high-
lighting the enduring importance
of Oman’s frankincense heritage.

The film is scheduled to pre-
miere today in Dhofar Governo-
rate, taking viewers across south-
ern Oman and showcasing the
region’s distinctive landscapes,
biodiversity and historical con-
nection with frankincense.

The documentary visits sev-
eral prominent locations, includ-
ing Wadi Darbat, the Wilayat of
Tagah and Wadi Dawkah Nature
Reserve, introducing viewers to
the natural environment in which
frankincense trees grow and the
climatic conditions that contrib-
ute to the production of high-
quality natural gum.

It highlights Dhofar’s diverse
vegetation, including coconut and
palm trees, which contribute to the
distinctive character of the region.

Directed by Karim Naguib, with
screenplay and script by Anisa

Murad, the film combines docu-
mentary storytelling with scien-
tific analysis to explore the sig-
nificance of Omani frankincense
throughout history.

Russian and Omani experts
examine frankincense

The documentary features Rus-
sian scientists and specialists, in-
cluding Dr. Yelena Malankina, PhD
in Agricultural Sciences, and Dr.
Sergei Stovbon, PhD in Physical-
Chemical Sciences, alongside Om-
ani experts in frankincense collec-
tion Ahmed Mohammed Ali Jadad
Al Kathiri and Ahmed Abdullah
Mohammed Jadad Al Kathiri.

The experts discuss the dis-
tinctive characteristics of Omani
frankincense and examine its
chemical components, particu-
larly boswellic acids, which are
known for their anti-inflammatory
properties.

The film also explores research
conducted by Russian scientific
institutions into frankincense
components and their potential
medical applications, connect-
ing Oman’s traditional natural re-
source with contemporary scien-
tific research.

Preserving an inherited tra-
dition

Beyond its scientific dimension,
the documentary documents the
traditional methods of frankin-
cense harvesting in Wadi Dawkah,
where the profession has been
passed down through generations
of Omani families.

It also explores customs sur-
rounding the use of frankincense,
including fumigating homes and
using it during social and cultural
occasions, illustrating the deep re-
lationship between communities
and the natural environment.

The film presents frankincense
not only as an important economic
resource but also as a natural and
cultural heritage deeply embedded
in Oman’s history and identity.

“Land of Frankincense” contin-
ues RT’s tradition of producing
documentaries exploring histori-
cal, cultural and scientific sub-
jects linking Russia and the Arab
world.

Through field filming, research
and expert interviews, the produc-
tion seeks to document informa-
tion and make scientific and his-
torical knowledge accessible to a
wider audience.
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Sixty Days After the Memorandum of
Understanding, Trump Withdraws Again

n 13th June 2025,
Netanyahu took a reck-
less gamble by igniting

aggression against Iran. Just
two days later, Donald Trump
joined him, and the American
air umbrella launched inten-
sive airstrikes targeting Iranian
nuclear facilities and vital
infrastructure.

However, Tehran did not
stand idly by. Its response was
swift and devastating, striking
deep inside Israel and inflict-
ing heavy damage. This forced
Trump himselfto halt his op-
erations and request a ceasefire
on 24th June, thus ending what
became known as the “Twelve-
Day War”.

Eight months later, the
recklessness of war resumed on
28th February, 2026. This time,
the war criminal Netanyahu
succeeded in dragging Trump
into it once again, deluding him
into believing that assassinat-
ing the revolutionary leader-
ship would be enough to topple
the regime, which he claimed
the people were “fed up” with.
The plan openly aimed to break
Tehran’s power and remove
the major obstacle to what is
called “Greater Israel”. But
Iranian resilience shattered the
dual aggression, forcing both
aggressors to retreat and seek
a ceasefire on 8th April, 2026,
after forty days of fierce fight-
ing that became known as the
“Forty Day War”.

The calm lasted only a week,
as Trump reneged on his com-
mitments and waged a losing
war of attrition, ultimately
compelling him to request
Pakistani mediation. After

Man opens
fire, one
killed, 2 hurt

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The North Al Sharqi-
yah Governorate Police Command
has arrested an Omani citizen
suspected of opening fire on three
citizens in Al Haima area of Ibra
Wilayat.

The shooting resulted in the
death of one of the victims and se-
rious injuries to the other two, ac-
cording to the Royal Oman Police.

Preliminary investigations in-
dicate that the incident was alleg-
edly linked to previous disputes
between the individuals.

The police said legal procedures
are currently being completed in
connection with the case.

Al Dakhiliyah
records largest
share of

paved roads

< FROM The data showed that
Al single roads accounted
for 41,478 kilometres,
while dual roads ex-
tended for 4,182 kilo-
metres. The total length of paved
roads was reported at 44,079 kilo-
metres by the end of 2025.

At the governorate level, Al
Dakhiliyah recorded the largest
share of paved roads at 480 kilo-
metres, followed by Muscat with
425 kilometres and Al Dhahirah
with 120 kilometres.

For single roads, Dhofar ranked
first with 383 kilometres, followed
by North Al Shargiyah with 263
kilometres and South Al Batinah
with 260 kilometres.

rounds of indirect negotiations
in Switzerland and Islamabad,
the process culminated on 7th
June, 2026, with the signing

of a “Memorandum of Un-
derstanding” consisting of 14
articles and valid for 60 days,
renewable.

True to his history of break-
ing promises, Trump withdrew
after only one day, resuming
the bombing, while Netanyahu
chose to withdraw from the
scene, unable to bear further
destruction.

The tit-for-tat exchange of
bombings continued for twenty
days until Washington yielded
to pressure, and a ceasefire,
brokered jointly by Islamabad
and Doha, came into effect,
bringing relative calm for ap-
proximately twenty days which
still prevails.

Trump’s abrupt withdrawal
from the 7th June memoran-
dum was nothing more than
an attempt to salvage his pride,
after the memorandum was de-
scribed by both the US and Is-
rael as a “complete surrender”
and a “free gift to Tehran”. He
reopened the war of attrition,
hoping to impose new condi-

by SADIQ MOHAMAD
SAID AL-LAWATY

tions, but his miscalculations
were met with Iranian resolve
and attacks targeting US bases
in the region.

Faced with the Gulf states
suffering and the growing
outery from Japan, China, and
South Korea over the oil sup-
ply crisis and their blaming of
‘Washington, Trump called for
a ceasefire for the fourth time.
The Iranian response was deci-
sive: “We did not start the war,
and when Trump stops, we will
stop.” Thus the military opera-
tions on both sides ceased.

On 16th August, 2026, the
60-day deadline expired. While
Trump demonstrated his
compliance with the memo-
randum by opening the Strait
of Hormuz, Tehran insisted on
imposing six additional condi-
tions on top of the fourteen,
declaring unequivocally that
the strait would not be opened
except with complete submis-
sion to Iranian demands.

The question remains: Is not
Trump the solely responsible
for this manipulation of oil
prices and the chaos threaten-
ing financial markets? The next
few days will reveal the truth.

Oman and Iran discuss
regional developments

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Omani Foreign Min-
ister Sayyid Badr bin Hamad
Al Busaidi held a telephone call
on Friday with Iranian Foreign
Minister Seyed Abbas Araghchi
to discuss the latest regional de-
velopments and efforts to revive
dialogue and negotiations.

During the call, the two minis-
ters discussed ways to create con-
ditions conducive to the resump-
tion of dialogue and negotiations,
with the aim of narrowing differ-
ences and reaching peaceful solu-
tions to outstanding issues while
taking into account the interests
of all parties.

The ministers also discussed
developments concerning navi-
gation through the Strait of Hor-

muz, stressing the importance
of continuing consultations to
reach practical understandings
that would support the resump-
tion of freedom of navigation and
the safe, uninterrupted flow of

maritime traffic.

They underscored the impor-
tance of ensuring the security
of the strategic waterway and
promoting stability across the
region.

Oman, US officials hold talks

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman’s Ambassador
to the United States, Talal Al Rah-
bi met with US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio on the sidelines
of an event organised by the US
Department of State at the Insti-
tute of Peace in Washington, D.C.
on Friday.

During their meeting, they ex-
changed views on a number of
issues of mutual interest, com-
mended the strong cooperation
between the Sultanate of Oman
and the United States, and under-

scored the importance of contin-
ued coordination and cooperation

Oman’s inflation rises

3.2% in July 2026

The food and non-
alcoholic beverages
group recorded

the highest annual
increase among the
main categories at
7.3%, followed by
transport at 6.5%
and miscellaneous
personal goods and

services at 5.3%

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman’s

e

RISING COST: The figures point to food and transport costs as the main drivers of Oman’s inflation
in July, with food prices—particularly vegetables and fruits—recording the sharpest increases. - ona

inflation

rate rose 3.2% in July 2026 com-
pared with the same month last
year, while average inflation for
the January-July 2026 period
reached 2.9%, according to data
from the National Centre for Sta-
tistics and Information (NCSI).

The food and non-alcoholic
beverages group recorded the
highest annual increase among
the main categories at 7.3%, fol-
lowed by transport at 6.5% and
miscellaneous personal goods
and services at 5.3%.

Prices also increased for
restaurants and hotels (3.6%),
furniture and household equip-
ment (3.1%), education (2.2%),
health (1.7%) and culture and

entertainment (0.4%).

Meanwhile, prices for com-
munications, tobacco, and cloth-
ing and footwear remained un-
changed from July 2025. The
housing, water, electricity, gas
and other fuels group declined
by 0.6%.

Al Dhahirah records
highest inflation
At the governorate level, Al Dha-
hirah recorded the highest infla-
tion rate at 4.4%, followed by Al
Dakhiliyah at 3.7%.

Muscat and Al Wusta each re-
corded inflation of 3.4%, while

South Al Shargiyah and Musan-
dam registered 3.0% each. Al
Buraimi recorded 2.8%.

Inflation stood at 2.5% in both
North Al Batinah and North Al
Sharqiyah, and 2.4% in South Al
Batinah.

Lowest inflation rate
Dhofar recorded the lowest infla-
tion rate at 2.1%.

Within the food and non-alco-
holic beverages category, vegeta-
ble prices surged 19.9% year-on-
year, while fruit prices increased
15.8%.

Meat prices rose 87%, fish

prices 5.7%, and non-alcoholic
beverages 3.3%.

Prices of sugar, jam,

honey rise

Prices of sugar, jam, honey and
sweets increased 2.4%, while
milk, cheese and eggs rose 2.2%.
Food products not elsewhere
classified increased 2.1%, bread
and cereals 1.0%, and oils and fats
0.5%. The figures point to food
and transport costs as the main
drivers of Oman’s inflation in
July, with food prices—particu-
larly vegetables and fruits—re-
cording the sharpest increases.
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in addressing shared issues and
challenges.

Men account
for 85% of
total crimes

<FROM Men accounted for

A 85%, or 22,869 offend-
ers, while women repre-
sented 15%, with 3,978
offenders.

Adults aged between 18 and 59
constituted the overwhelming ma-
jority, numbering 25,524 offend-
ers. The 30-39 age group formed
the largest segment, accounting
for 36%, or 9,647 offenders.

The number of juvenile offend-
ers under the age of 18 stood at 751.
Number of victims also rises
The number of affected individu-
als and entities reached 21,900 in
2025, an increase of 14.6% com-
pared with the previous year.

Individuals accounted for 79%,
or 17,371 people, with males mak-
ing up around 70% of affected indi-
viduals. The number of individu-

als affected rose by 32% compared
with 2024.

Cases recorded under
Public Rights fall

Meanwhile, cases recorded un-
der Public Rights fell sharply by
52.2%, declining to 1,543 cases.
The decline comes amid strength-
ened regulatory and preventive
measures aimed at protecting
public institutions and reducing
general violations.

The latest figures highlight a
significant increase in recorded
crime during 2025, particularly
property-related offences, while
Muscat continued to account for
the largest concentration of re-
ported crimes nationwide.
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mani theatre showcases cultural
eritage at Russian Festival

The Omani theatrical
performance
attracted an audience
that included an
official representative
of the Embassy of

the Sultanate of
Oman to the Russian
Federation

MOSCOW: Oman’s Al-Dan Thea-
tre Troupe for Culture and Art has
participated in the official compe-
tition of the eighth International
Festival of Chamber Theatre
Forms, presenting its production
“A Bite of Bread” in the Russian
city of Kineshma.

The Omani theatrical perfor-
mance attracted an audience that
included an official representative
of the Embassy of the Sultanate

OCCI's ‘Emp

of Oman to the Russian Federa-
tion, alongside Russian cultural
personalities, representatives of
participating countries, artists,
theatre specialists and members
of the public.

The participation provided an
opportunity for Omani theatre
to present its artistic experience
to an international audience and
engage with theatre practitioners
from different cultural and artistic
backgrounds.

As part of the programme ac-
companying the Omani participa-
tion, an introductory seminar and
press conference were organised
to discuss the theatrical experi-
ence of “A Living Wage” and devel-
opments in Omani theatre.

The sessions also examined the
importance of international thea-
tre festivals in exchanging artistic
experiences and expertise, devel-
oping theatrical practices and cre-
ating opportunities for communi-
cation and cooperation between
artists from different countries.

The Omani troupe addition-
ally established a small exhibition
outside the performance venue,
displaying introductory bro-
chures and material highlighting
its theatrical activities and artistic
experience.

OWerment an

The participation of Al-Dan
Theatre Troupe forms part
of Oman’s broader efforts to
strengthen its presence in in-
ternational cultural and artistic
events and to introduce Omani
creative productions to audiences
abroad.

Through its participation in the
Russian festival, the troupe high-
lighted the progress made by Om-
ani theatre in recent years, while
providing a platform for cultural
dialogue and interaction between
Omani and Russian artists and
cultural communities.

The event also contributed to
strengthening friendship, cultural
communication and mutual un-
derstanding between Oman and
the Russian Federation, demon-
strating the role of theatre as a
bridge connecting different socie-

d Excellence’

exhibition opens in Dhofar with 50+ SMES

SALALAH: The second edition
of the “Empowerment and Excel-
lence” exhibition, organised by
the Oman Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (OCCI), represented
by its Small and Medium Enter-
prises Committee, opened in Dho-
far Governorate and will run until
August 30.

Held at the Al Gharif project,
the exhibition features more than
50 small and medium enterprises
(SMEs) operating across a wide
range of activities, including per-
fumes and incense, contemporary
and traditional fashion and tex-
tiles, Omani hospitality and food
products, and traditional crafts
and industries.

The exhibition was inaugurated
by Sheikh Faisal bin Abdullah Al
Rawas, Chairman of the OCCI
Board of Directors, who said the
event reflects the Chamber’s com-
mitment to strengthening eco-
nomic activity across Oman’s gov-
ernorates and highlighting their
entrepreneurial potential and pro-
ductive capabilities.

Al Rawas stressed that support-
ing SMEs is an important avenue
for advancing economic diversifi-
cation and increasing the private
sector’s contribution to GDP, in
line with the objectives of Oman
Vision 2040 and governorate de-
velopment programmes.

He noted that investment in
SMEs goes beyond supporting
existing businesses, extending to
developing a new generation of en-
trepreneurs capable of innovation,
generating added value and creat-
ing employment opportunities.

He also called for greater coor-
dination between government and
private-sector institutions and
organisations supporting SMEs
to strengthen the sector’s ability
to grow sustainably and create a
more competitive business envi-
ronment.

Expanding opportunities for
entrepreneurs

Sheikh Ahmed bin Amer Al Musal-
hi, Chairman of OCCI’s Small and
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Held at the Al Gharif project, the exhibition features
more than 50 small and medium enterprises
(SMEs) operating across a wide range of activities,
including perfumes and incense

tee, said the exhibition builds on
the success of its first edition and
demonstrates the Chamber’s con-
tinued efforts to strengthen the
role of SMEs in the economic land-
scape of Oman’s governorates.

He said the Chamber is working
to improve SMEs’ access to mar-
kets and business opportunities,
while providing platforms that en-
able entrepreneurs to develop, sus-
tain and expand their businesses.

Among the initiatives support-
ing this objective is the franchise

Franchise Center. The programme
has contributed to the registration
of more than 40 trademarks across
Oman, highlighting the role of
franchising in helping businesses
develop their models and expand.
The exhibition aims to help
SMEs develop their businesses,
broaden their market presence
and access investment opportuni-
ties, while creating a supportive
environment for entrepreneurship
and contributing to Oman’s wider
economic diversification efforts.
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His Majesty sends greetings

Times News Service

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik sent a cable
of congratulations to President
Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir,
President of the People’s Republic
of Bangladesh, on the occasion of
his election as President and his
swearing-in ceremony.

His Majesty expressed his best
wishes to President Alamgir for
success in carrying out his re-
sponsibilities, and hoped that
Bangladesh would achieve con-
tinued stability and prosperity.

His Majesty also expressed
the hope that relations of coop-

eration and partnership between
Oman and Bangladesh would

continue to grow and expand
across various fields.

OCCI to organise
soclial investment
forum in Salalah

Participants

will exchange
experiences, develop
partnerships and
explore practical
initiatives that
combine financial
returns with social,
economic and
environmental

impact

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Oman Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry
(OCCI) will organise the Social
Investment and Sustainable De-

velopment Forum in Salalah from
August 30 to 31, with the open-
ing ceremony to be sponsored by
His Highness Sayyid Marwan bin
Turki Al Said, Governor of Dhofar.

The forum will serve as a na-
tional platform for dialogue, coop-
eration and partnership-building,
focusing on strengthening social
investment as a sustainable de-
velopment and investment path-
way capable of turning social,
economic and environmental
challenges into viable and meas-
urable investment opportunities.

Sustainable investment

It aims to shift social investment
away from short-term initiatives
towards sustainable investment
models with measurable impact,
bringing together government
institutions, the private sector,
investors, civil society organisa-
tions and social entrepreneurs.

Participants will exchange
experiences, develop partner-
ships and explore practical

initiatives that combine financial
returns with social, economic
and environmental impact, in
line with the objectives of Oman
Vision 2040 and the Sustainable

Development Goals.

The forum will address four
strategic areas: empowerment
and integration; partnerships and
stimulation; capacity building
and knowledge; and innovative
financing.

Discussions will include creat-
ing an enabling environment for
social investment, connecting in-
vestors with impactful projects,
developing national knowledge
and databases, and establishing
sustainable financing mecha-
nisms, including developmental
endowments.

An accompanying exhibition
will showcase pioneering social
investment projects and initia-
tives, demonstrating how social,
economic and environmental
challenges can be transformed
into sustainable opportunities
with measurable impact.

The exhibition will also provide
social entrepreneurs and emerg-
ing talents with an opportunity to
present their products, ideas and
innovations and connect with in-
stitutions, investors and potential
partners to help turn promising
initiatives into viable and sustain-
able projects.

AKAI - ME

-ITICS Wins Best

Brand in Customer Experience
Award in Air Conditioners

KAI- MHD-ITICS

was felicitated with the

. Times of Oman Best
Brand Award in Air Condition-
ers’ at the Oman Best Brands
Awards 2026.

The awards presentation was
co-located with the Oman CX
Forum 2026, held at Kempinski
Hotel Muscat. The premier
event brought together over 325
senior CX leaders, business pro-
fessionals, and industry experts
from across Oman.

AKALI, the iconic Japanese
brand established in 1929
and exclusively
distributed by
MHD-ITICS in
Oman, continues
to strengthen its
position in the
Sultanate’s air
conditioning mar-
ket through superior quality,
exceptional performance, and a
customer-first approach. This
recognition reflects the strong
trust consumers place in the
brand and its commitment to
delivering dependable cooling
solutions.

AKAI offers a comprehensive
range of Split, Cassette, Floor
Standing, Window, and Ducted
air conditioners, including en-
ergy-efficient Inverter models.

Best_ Bra nd |
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Designed for Oman’s demand-
ing climate, its 2-Ton Inverter
AC delivers 25,000 BTU (T1
Rating), providing powerful and
efficient cooling across diverse
applications.

As the official distributor,
MHD-ITICS supports AKAT
customers with comprehen-
sive warranty and after-sales
services, strengthening the
overall ownership experience.
Beyond air conditioners, AKAT’s
portfolio includes refrigerators,
washing machines, freezers, gas
cookers, and built-in appli-
ances, backed by nearly
a century of Japanese
heritage and innovation.

With a continued
focus on quality, in-
novation, customer
service, and evolving
consumer needs, AKAT
and MHD-ITICS remain com-
mitted to delivering products
and experiences that meet the
expectations of customers
across Oman.

The Best Brand in Customer
Experience (CX) Awards are
instituted by Times of Oman,
in collaboration with Muscat
Media Group, Gulf Leaders
Circle and TEvents. They are
presented to the leading brands
that are ahead of the curve in

Co-located with:

Infoljne

FRETANTY

CX

FORUM

Customer Experience
Beyond Imagination

FOWERED BY

ATRATECAS PANTHEA
o ©

For more information, contact:
78471944/97221630

meeting and exceeding the cus-
tomers expectations. The winners
are selected based on an extensive
consumer survey conducted by
the Times of Oman.

Authorities maintain vigil to
curb environmental violations

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Environment
Protection Team is continuing its
efforts to curb environmental vio-
lations during the Dhofar Khareef
season, in cooperation with Dho-
far Municipality and the Royal
Oman Police.

As part of the initiative, the
team has intensified field moni-
toring and follow-up operations
to promote environmental com-
pliance and protect natural areas
amid the increased visitor activ-
ity during the season.

According to the latest figures
issued by the Environment Au-
thority, the initiative recorded
238 reports, while 3,914 vehicles
were removed from green areas

‘Loyalty Trail’ draws more than
100 participants at Jabel Shams

Times News Service

AL HAMRA: The “Loyalty Trail”
event was held at Jabel Shams in
the Wilayat of Al Hamra, attract-
ing more than 100 participants
from mountain walking, running
and outdoor activity communities
across Oman.

The event was organised in
honour of the late Omani adven-
turer Nadhira Al Harthy and fel-
low mountain climbers.

Participants took part in both
the full summit route and a short-
er commemorative route, with the
event welcoming people of differ-
ent nationalities and members of
various mountain sports commu-
nities.

Oman’s highest

mountain peak

More than 80 registered partici-
pants completed the full summit
route, covering nearly 24 Kkilo-
metres with an elevation gain
of more than 1,300 metres on

Oman’s highest mountain peak.
The route featured several
timed checkpoints and return
points, allowing organisers to
make decisions based on timing,
weather conditions and partici-

pants’ physical condition.

The Himam Adventures Club
surveyed the mountain route,
with its teams accompanying
the final groups to ensure all par-
ticipants completed their journey

in coordination with the relevant
authorities.

The campaign also resulted
in the closure of 250 locations,
while 156 reports were received
concerning overflowing waste
containers. In addition, 89 aban-
doned vehicles were identified
and addressed as part of efforts

to maintain the cleanliness and
environmental appearance of the
governorate.

The initiative forms part of on-
going efforts to protect Dhofar’s
natural environment during the
Khareef season, when the gov-
ernorate attracts large numbers
of visitors and experiences in-
creased recreational and outdoor
activities.

The Environment Authority, in
cooperation with Dhofar Munici-
pality and the Royal Oman Police,
continues to monitor public ar-
eas and respond to environmental
violations, with the aim of pre-
serving green spaces, preventing
harmful practices and ensuring a
sustainable and environmentally
responsible Khareef season.

SITUATION VACANT

PROFESSI

dinners (plated service)

To Apply:

IMMEDIATE VACANCY FOR

Diplomat seeks an experienced and innovative Chef (or
highly talented Chef de partie) with hotel banqueting
background who can produce creative, tasty, and eye-
pleasing international and fusion cuisine for formal

d’oeuvres, and desserts for official receptions. Must be
able to cook meals according to dietary requirements.
As part of the application process, a personal interview
in Muscat is required, as is a kitchen test.

Interested candidates who wish to apply for this position
must submit resume/Curriculum Vitae in English, detailing
experience by e-mailing: HROMuscat@state.gov.

ONAL CHEF

as well as canapes, hors

safely. The event began at 6:30am
from the main gathering point at
Sama Jabel Shams Resort, follow-
ing a brief commemorative pause
and the signing of the summit’s
commemorative record.

Closing Date to Apply:

Please submit your application on or before August 31, 2026.
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Indian rising talent Nachiketa wins Dhofar
International Rapid Chess Championship

SALALAH: The Dhofar Interna-
tional Rapid Chess Championship
concluded yesterday at the Sultan
Qaboos Youth Complex for Cul-
ture and Entertainment in Salalah
after three days of competition.

Organised by the Oman Chess
Committee in cooperation with
Dhofar Municipality as part of the
Dhofar Autumn Season, the tour-
nament brought together 80 play-
ers from 10 countries.

First place

India’s Nachiketa Krishnendra
Mulgund claimed first place, fol-
lowed by Yemen’s Bashir Abdul-
lah Al-Qudaimi in second, while
India’s Hari Vardan Satheeskumar
finished third.

The championship was played
under the Swiss system over nine
rounds, providing Omani players
with an opportunity to compete
against international participants
and gain valuable experience.

Dhofar Governorate

The event also formed part of ef-
forts to promote Dhofar Governo-
rate as a tourism and sporting des-
tination, combining international
competition with the attractions
of the Khareef season.

Court in Oman orders OMR3,600
compensation for car prize winner

Times News Service

MUSCAT: A notable consumer-
related case in Oman has high-
lighted the legal obligations sur-
rounding promotional contest
after a participant who was an-
nounced as the winner of a car was
instead handed a wall clock.

The case was featured in Al-
Mujtama’a wa Al-Qanun (Society
and Law), a publication issued by
the Public Prosecution, which ex-

amined the case as part of its cov-
erage of judicial trends concern-
ing promotional offers and sales
incentives.

According to the publication,
the Muscat Court of Appeal, Com-
mercial Circuit, issued its ruling
on November 10, 2003, ordering
the defendant to pay OMR3,600
to the claimant, equivalent to the
value of the car he had won in the
promotional campaign.

The claimant had reportedly

LINCOLN

PRESENTS

3RD EDITION

FOCUS AREAS

DELEGATES

» Women in leadership and decision-making roles..

been announced as the winner
based on the coupon number he
held.

However, when he went to col-
lect the prize, he was given a wall
clock instead. The organisers al-
legedly argued that the first prize
— the car — belonged to the holder
of'a coupon whose number was an-
nounced last, contrary to what had
been publicly announced.

The magazine highlighted the
case in the context of judicial ap-

proaches to promotional sales and
prize-based offers, stressing the
importance of protecting consum-
ers from promotional practices
that seek to attract them at their
expense.

It also noted the need to enforce
the law against promotional offers
that violate applicable require-
ments, while distinguishing them
from legitimate offers that do not
undermine consumers’ freedom of
choice.
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CPA seizes 571
non-compliant
school products

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman’s Consumer
Protection Authority (CPA) has
seized 571 non-compliant school
products in Muscat Governorate
as part of its regulatory efforts
ahead of the new school year.

The seized items included
81 school bags, 23 files, 21 pens,
440 stickers designed for Crocs
footwear and six water bottles.
According to the Authority, the
products featured inappropriate
images and illustrations, includ-
ing images associated with the
Kuromi character.

The seizure was carried out as
part of the regulatory measures
accompanying the CPA’s “Back to
School” campaign, which aims to
strengthen market surveillance
during the back-to-school season.

The Authority said the neces-
sary measures were taken against
the non-compliant products,
stressing that its ongoing efforts
are focused on enhancing com-
mercial establishments’ compli-
ance with the regulations and re-
quirements governing the market.

The CPA has also urged con-
sumers to report any violations
through its consumer hotline.
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WHERE WOMEN
LEAD, INSPIRE AND
SHAPE THE FUTURE

» Gender equality and opportunities in the workplace and beyond.

» Entrepreneurship, innovation and business growth led by women

+ Building inclusive, diverse and equitable organizations.

- Empowering women through education, skills and lifelong learning.

- Women driving change in STEM, finance. technology and emerging industries.

+ Policy, advocacy and initiatives that support women's advancement,
+ Prioritizing well-being, resilience and mental wellness in the modern workplace.

0 asianpaints .B__Eﬁﬂq ﬂ

@ g |

| FLOWARD | deoteluiao |

CAPITAL STORE

== | &

RE INFORMATION

PARTHERSHIPS AND AWARDS

SYED AMIR SALEEM: 54
SAMJEEV RANA: 5
SHAMIK RACH sham

% | feaders |

SPEAKING
ROSAMMA PAUL - 10

»cl.ar S0m | 6B TBATIREL
1«58 972430

| +968 TRIANLT

anjeoeEt

CPPORTUMITIES
tovants om | +968 SNTITH

imesé

Fir o



TIMES OF OMAN

SUNDAY, AUGUST 23,2026 | A7

ailf

US miilitary casualties rise to over 770 as Iran conflict enters sixth month

WASHINGTON DC: The num-
ber of US service members killed
or wounded in the Iran war has
risen to more than 770, according
to casualty figures provided by the
Pentagon, reported by The Wash-
ington Post on Friday, as the con-
flict enters its sixth month.

The Washington Post reported
that the Pentagon’s casualty re-
porting system showed 774 US
service members killed or wound-
ed, including 18 killed and 756
wounded in the conflict.

According to the Post, the Pen-
tagon added scores of new troops
to the wounded list in recent days,
even as the United States and Iran
have largely remained under a
ceasefire in recent weeks.

It noted that some of the newly
added figures could reflect a delay

between an injury being recorded
in the military’s medical system
and its appearance in the Penta-
gon’s casualty database.

US President Donald Trump
also did not extend the cease-
fire with Iran, as per the 14-point
Memorandum of Understanding
that was signed in June, after it ex-
pired on Monday. However, there
has been no large-scale resump-
tion of combat operations by either
side since then.

CNN, meanwhile, reported that
the number of wounded US ser-
vice members has crossed 750 on
Wednesday.

When figures under the De-
fense Casualty Analysis System
(DCAS) for “Overseas Operations”
are combined with those for Op-
eration Epic Fury, CNN reported

that 18 service members have died
since the US launched the war
against Iran on February 28.

CNN reported that the Pentagon
created the “Overseas Operations”
category last month in DCAS
for service members killed and
wounded “starting July 7.”

The Pentagon has not provid-
ed additional details or specified
the conflict associated with the
category.

The July 7 date also corre-
sponds with the day the Trump
administration informed the US
Congress that a new conflict with
Iran had begun in a War Powers
Act notification.

The latest figures come weeks
after the Pentagon faced scrutiny
over changes to its casualty data.

The number of killed and

wounded service members had
decreased in the database even as
Iranian attacks continued, with
four deaths and dozens of injuries
disappearing from the totals be-
fore being restored.

The War Department had at-
tributed those changes to “tempo-
rary data disruptions”, according
to CNN.

CNN also reported that the Pen-
tagon has been slow to disclose
wounded troops during the con-
flict, with officials citing security
concerns. Trump, meanwhile, said
on Wednesday that the situation
with Iran is “so good” right now, as
negotiations between Washington
and Tehran remain paused and the
Strait of Hormuz continues to be a
key point of tension in the conflict.

— ANI

Islamic nations condemn
Israel’s E1 settlement plan

GCC Secretary
General condemned
Israel’s continued
settlement plans in
the occupied West
Bank, including the
E1l project, saying
that advancing such
plans represents a
‘blatant challenge
to international
legitimacy’ and

a systematic
undermining of the
legitimate rights of

Palestinian people

RIYADH: The Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC), a group of Arab
and Islamic countries, and a coali-
tion of Western nations, including
the European Commission, have
strongly condemned Israel’s con-
tinued settlement expansion in
the occupied West Bank, with par-
ticular concern over the proposed
E1 settlement project, warning
that it could undermine Palestin-
ian territorial contiguity and pros-
pects for a two-state solution.
GCC Secretary General Jasem
Mohamed Albudaiwi on Satur-
day condemned Israel’s continued
settlement plans in the occupied
West Bank, including the E1 pro-
ject, saying that advancing such
plans represents a “blatant chal-

lenge to international legitimacy”
and a systematic undermining of
the legitimate rights of the Pales-
tinian people.

“These practices by the Israeli
occupation forces undermine the
prospects of achieving peace and
threaten international and region-
al efforts aimed at establishing an
independent Palestinian state,”
Albudaiwi said, according to the
GCC General Secretariat.

Albudaiwi also called on the in-
ternational community to take a
“serious and responsible stance”
to halt settlement policies and
plans and oppose measures aimed
at changing the geographical and
demographic reality of the occu-
pied Palestinian territories.

The GCC Secretary General re-
iterated the bloc’s support for the
establishment of an independent
Palestinian state along the June
4,1967 borders, with East Jerusa-
lem as its capital, in line with the
Arab Peace Initiative and relevant
international resolutions.

In a separate joint statement
issued on August 20, the leaders
of the United Kingdom, France,
Germany, Italy, the FEuropean
Commission, the Netherlands,
Canada, Norway, Australia, New
Zealand, Sweden, Belgium, Spain,
Austria and Greece also con-
demned Israel’s decision to pub-
lish construction tenders for the
E1 settlement project.

“The Israeli Government’s deci-
sion to publish construction ten-
ders for the E1 settlement project
is unacceptable,” the leaders said.

They warned that the project
could “undermine the prospect of
the two-state solution by driving a
wedge through the West Bank and
harming the territorial contiguity
of'the Palestinian Territories.”

The countries said the inter-
national community has long
opposed settlement expansion
and reaffirmed their position that
Israeli settlements in the West
Bank are illegal under interna-
tional law, citing the position of

Government to
plans immediately and end its
expansion of settlements in the
West Bank” and warned that the
plans would move the region fur-
ther away from peace and further
undermine Israel’s international
standing.

the international community as
reaffirmed by the United Nations
Security Council.

The joint statement also ex-

pressed concern over what the
countries described as unprec-
edented levels of settler violence
against civilians in the West Bank
and serious restrictions on the
Palestinian economy.

The leaders urged the Israeli
“retract these

They also called on businesses

not to bid for construction tenders
associated with the project, warn-
ing of potential “legal and repu-
tational consequences” and the
risk of involvement in what they
described as serious breaches of
international law.

The countries reiterated their

Myanmar military airstrike kills
at least 14 at Buddhist monastery

MANDALAY: At least 14 people
were killed when a military air-
strike hit a Buddhist monastery in
Myanmar’s central Sagaing region,
an opposition group and local wit-
nesses said on Saturday.

Friday’s attack, by the ruling
military regime that seized power
in a 2021 coup, is the latest deadly
assault on pro-democracy forces
in the Southeast Asian country’s
ongoing civil war.

The strike happened in Swel Le
Oh village, Myaung township, in
central Myanmar, said Nway Oo,
a spokesman for an anti-govern-
ment resistance group.

The village is about 75 kilome-
tres (45 miles) west of Mandalay,
the country’s second largest city.

Nway Oo, from the Civil De-
fence and Security Organisation
of Myaung Township, or CDSOM,
said the dead included three
women and that 20 others were
wounded.

The Associated Press spoke
to a villager who confirmed the

death toll and said that a military
jet dropped two bombs 15 minutes
apart.

The villager said the second
strike damaged a nearby house.

Victims were civilians at-
tending a retreat
More than 100 people were tak-
ing part in a weeklong meditation
retreat to mark Buddhist Lent, the
villager added.

AFP news agency cited Nway Oo
Myaung, a pro-democracy rebel, as

saying: “It wasn’t a mistaken tar-
get; they intentionally attacked a
monastery.”

The military government has yet
to confirm the strike.

Myanmar’s military has often
used airstrikes to counter opposi-
tion forces, especially in Sagaing
region, a stronghold of armed re-
sistance.

UN flags sharp rise
in airstrikes
A United Nations investigation

team said last week it had observed
anotable increase in aerial attacks
over much of the past year.

The UN’s Independent Investi-
gative Mechanism for Myanmar
(IIMM) accused the military-
backed government of “indiscrimi-
nate and intentional aerial attacks
against civilians.”

Last month, conflict monitoring
group ACLED accused the regime
of adopting “a terror strategy” that
it said focuses on “civilian infra-
structure and social gatherings,
such as weddings and religious
festivals, to maximise psychologi-
cal impact.”

Myanmar government
defends strikes
On Sunday, Myanmar’s foreign
ministry rejected the IIMM report,
insisting that its operations were
in response to insurgents and ter-
rorist groups.

The ministry said it uses maxi-
mum restraint to avoid civilian
harm. —ow

challenge
to achieve peace and referred to
US President Donald Trump’s
Comprehensive Plan, including
its rejection of annexation and
forced displacement, as well as
mechanisms envisaged for its im-
plementation. — ant

commitment to a “comprehen-
sive, just and lasting peace based
on the two-state solution”.

The condemnation was echoed

by the foreign ministers of Qatar,
Jordan, the United Arab Emir-
ates, Indonesia, Pakistan, Tur-
kiye, Saudi Arabia and Egypt in a
joint statement issued in Doha on
August 21.

The eight countries “unequivo-

cally condemn” Israel’s contin-
ued settlement policies in the
occupied Palestinian territory
and “categorically reject” the E1
settlement plan and related set-
tlement activities east of occupied
East Jerusalem.

The ministers also con-

demned violations and acts of
violence against Palestinians
and their property, which they
said were perpetrated by set-
tlers with the support of Israeli
occupying authorities.

They said such actions consti-

tute violations of international
law and relevant UN resolutions
and pose a “serious threat to re-
gional and international peace
and security”.

The ministers described the E1

plan as a “dangerous escalation”,
warning that it would further ad-
vance settlement expansion and
annexation and undermine the
geographical contiguity of the oc-
cupied Palestinian territory, par-
ticularly between the West Bank
and East Jerusalem.

According to the ministers, this
threatens the viability and realisa-
tion of an independent and con-
tiguous Palestinian state based on
the 1967 lines, with East Jerusa-
lem as its capital.

They further said the actions
international efforts

Full story @ timesofoman.com/world

India’s Jaishankar
to meet Russia’s
Sergey Lavrov

NEW DELHI: External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar is set to
embark on a two-day official visit
to Russia on August 23-24 and
will meet his counterpart Sergey
Lavrov along with co-chairing the
27th Session of the India-Russia
Inter-Governmental Commission
on Trade, Economic, Scientific,
Technological and Cultural Coop-
eration (IRIGC-TEC).

The details were shared by the
Ministry of External Affairs in a
press release on Saturday.

As per the release, the EAM will
pay a visit to Russia at the invita-
tion of First Deputy Prime Min-
ister of the Russian Federation
Denis Manturov.

The release said, “The External
Affairs Minister, S. Jaishankar,
will undertake an official visit to
Russia on 23-24 August 2026 to
co-chair the 27th Session of the
India-Russia Inter-Governmental
Commission on Trade, Economic,
Scientific, Technological and Cul-
tural Cooperation IRIGC-TEC).”

It further added that talks be-
tween him and Lavrov will focus
onregional and global issues.

“During the visit, EAM will also
meet Foreign Minister of the Rus-
sian Federation H.E. Mr. Sergey
Lavrov and exchange perspectives
on regional and global issues,” the
release said.

India and Russia have a long-
standing and time-tested partner-
ship.

A prior release by the Minis-
try of External Affairs noted that
since the signing of the “Declara-
tion on the India-Russia Strate-
gic Partnership” in October 2000,
India-Russia ties have acquired a
qualitatively new character with
enhanced levels of cooperation
in almost all areas, including po-
litical, security, defence, trade and
economy, science & technology,
culture, and people-to-people ties.

Under the Strategic Partner-
ship, several institutionalised
dialogue mechanisms operate at
both political and official levels to
ensure regular interaction and fol-
low-up on cooperation activities.

— ANI

US forces redirect 68
commercial vessels

WASHINGTON: The US Cen-
tral Command (CENTCOM) on
Friday said that American forces
have redirected 68 commercial
vessels, disabled three and board-
ed two others as part of efforts to
enforce a blockade against Iran
amid rising tensions in the Strait
of Hormuz.

In a post shared on X, CENT-
COM said US sailors observed
an MH-60R Sea Hawk helicopter
landing on the flight deck of the
USS Ross (DDG 71), one of more
than 20 warships supporting the
US blockade against Iran.

“U.S. Sailors observe an MH-
60R Sea Hawk landing on the
flight deck aboard USS Ross
(DDG 71). Ross is one of more
than 20 warships supporting the
US blockade against Iran. As of
Aug. 21, USforces have redirected
68 commercial vessels, disabled 3
and boarded 2 to ensure compli-
ance,” the post read.

The development comes amid
heightened tensions between
‘Washington and Tehran over the
Strait of Hormuz.

Earlier on Thursday, CENT-
COM had said that US Marine
Corps MV-22B Osprey aircraft
were operating from the USS
Boxer (LHD 4) as the ship trans-
ited the Arabian Sea while sup-
porting blockade operations
against Iran.

“US Marine Corps MV-22B
Osprey utility aircraft take off
from the flight deck of USS Boxer
(LHD 4) while the ship transits
the Arabian Sea and continues to
enforce the U.S. blockade against
Iran. As of Aug. 20, US forces
have redirected 67 commercial
vessels, disabled 3 and boarded 2
to ensure compliance,” the post
read. The US has increased na-
val presence in the region amid
disputes with Iran over maritime
security, sanctions and nuclear
issues. Washington has also ac-
cused Tehran of attempting to
restrict shipping linked to US-
allied countries, while the US has
responded with naval escorts and
maritime operations to keep in-
ternational energy routes open.

— ANI
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Bowlers’ day out in Mackay as Starec,
Shoriful clinch six wickets each

Starc’s 6/12 shot
down Bangladesh
for mere 64 — their
fourth lowest total

in the format —
before Shoriful, 6/35,
returned the favour
to limit Australia to
165/8 at the stumps
in the second Test

MACKAY: Shoriful Islam repli-
cated Mitchell Starc’s exploits as
batters lived their worst nightmare

on the opening day of the second
Test at the Great Barrier Reef Are-
nain Mackay on Saturday.

Starc’s 6/12 shot down Bangla-
desh for mere 64 — its fourth low-
est total in the format — before
Shoriful, 6/35, returned the favour
to limit Australia to 165/8 at the
stumps.

Cameron Green survived 81

balls and batted until the end of the
day’s play for his 51, helping Aus-
tralia take an overnight 101-run
lead.

Green, batting at No.5, saw five
of his batting partners go back to
the hut of which Shoriful removed
four. Only Alex Carey was caught
off Mehidy Hasan Miraz — thelone
wicket of the day credited to a spin-

L

ner. Shoriful first had Travis Head
chop on with the one that seamed
into the left-hander before clean-
ing up Marnus Labuschagne three
balls later. Earlier, Taskin Ahmed
had Matt Renshaw caught in slips.

With Australia at 41/3, Steve
Smith and Green punched gloves
and added 77 runs for the fourth
wicket. Both survived multiple

close calls but went past Bangla-
desh’s total with ease.

However, Shoriful returned to
trap Smith on 42. In the same spell,
the left-arm pacer got Beau Web-
ster, Pat Cummins, and Mitchell
Starc as well to reduce Australia to
148/8.

Nathon Lyon focused on his
defence and saw off the remaining

seven overs with Green.

Earlier, Cummins put Bang-
ladesh into bat, and Starc had
Shadman Islam caught with the
first ball. In the next 22 deliver-
ies, the left-armer completed his
five-wicket haul as Tanzid Hasan,
Momimul Haque, Najmul Hossain
Shanto, and Litton Das couldn’t
handle the pace and swing. Bangla-
desh were 12/5.

Then Cummins cleaned up
Mushfiqur Rahim, Mehidy Hasan,
and Taskin Ahmed, while Hazle-
wood had Hasan Mahmud as the
visitors slumped to 39/9.

Shoriful came to the rescue with
the bat as well, along with Taijul Is-
lam, as the last pair added 25 runs
to get past three of Bangladesh’s
lowest scores. Starc came back to
complete the formalities, having
Shoriful caught behind only for his
counterpart to strike back.

Brief scores: Australia 165 for 8
(Green 51*, Smith 42, Shoriful 6-35)
lead Bangladesh 64 (Starc 6-12,
Cummins 3-25) by 101 runs. - Agencies

‘England outplayed usin  Gambbhir ‘ideally’ wants
every department’. Agha

LEEDS: There could realistically
be no defence of the performance
Pakistan put up over less than two
full days of Test cricket, and their
stand-in captain Salman Agha
made no attempt to offer one after
the team’s decimation by England
in the first Test on Friday.

The hosts won by an innings and
103 runs in three days to go 1-0 up
in the three-match series.

Agha accepted Pakistan had
been “outplayed in every depart-
ment” and that their Test form
demonstrated they hadn’t been
playing well “anywhere in the
world”.

“Bowling, batting and fielding -
England outplayed us,” Agha said.
“We were not consistent enough
in any department. In England,
consistency is important because
there is lateral movement here, so
you must be focused at all times.
That was missing. And we think
that missing consistency is what
resulted in this performance.”

In truth, Pakistan were consist-
ently underwhelming, quite liter-
ally from the first ball, when Ollie
Robinson trapped opener Azan
Awais in front and set the tone
for the Test. They were bowled
out within 50 overs the first time
around, and a lacklustre bowl-
ing and pedestrian fielding effort
saw England amass what felt like
an unassailable 238-run lead. It
took England even less time to run
through the visitors in their second
innings, wrapping up a resound-
ing innings victory. They were, as
Agha put it, “better than Pakistan
all three days”.

It took England 514 balls to take

e e

20 Pakistan wickets; on only four
instances have sides dismissed Pa-
kistan quicker.

Pakistan suffered their 14th
Test defeat in their last 19 match-
es, and their ninth in the last ten
away games.

“We’re not playing well away,”
Agha said. “We haven’t done well
anywhere in the world. This is con-
cerning. We do talk about that in
every meeting we have. Even out-
side of official team meetings. We
are trying.”

Agha tried to account for it all
by suggesting Pakistan didn’t have
enough time to acclimatise in Eng-
land ahead of the tour. “An England
tour is challenging for any Paki-
stan side,” he said. “We came into
it from completely different con-
ditions. It’s not like we came here
a month ago; we only came here
a week ago. You may have seen a

gulf in these sides. “But when any
Asian team comes here, they strug-
gle early on. These conditions are
not such you can adapt to within
aweek. But we're trying, and you’ll
see in the next game we’ll turnin a
better performance.”

Pakistan arrived in England 12
days before the first day in Head-
ingley. In that time, they played a
three-day practice game against a
select XI in Beckenham, winning
by seven wickets.

The only silver lining came in
the form of skipper Babar Azam’s
improving prognosis as he recov-
ers from a finger injury, with Agha
joking he was “more than happy”
toreturn the captaincy to him after
his tough induction to the role.

“He’s our best batter and one of
the best batters in the world. We
definitely want to have him and
hand him the captaincy.” - agencies

three-match Test series

COLOMBO: India coach
Gautam Gambhir has called
for more three-match series

in Tests, arguing that two-Test
series - like the one his team

is presently engaged in, in Sri
Lanka - do not allow for full
narratives to unfold. Specifi-
cally, he spoke about teams not
having the opportunity to
bounce back from an early loss
to take the series.

“Ideally, I would want a
three-match Test series,”
Gambhir said in Colombo on
the eve of the second Test. His
team is actually leading this
series, having won by 165 runs
in Galle. “I've always believed
that there should always be a
possibility that a team losing
the first Test match can come
back and win the series. You
can’t do that in a two-Test
series - the most you can do is
draw the series.

“A short turnaround
between Tests is fine. Other
teams are doing that as well.”

Though they are leading
this particular series, India
have had to bounce back from
a 1-0 deficit on their 2015 tour
of the island. Gambhir also
used India’s comeback win
during the Border-Gavaskar
Test series in 2020-21 as an
example of teams imposing
themselves later in a series,
havinglost the first Test. On
that occasion they had lost the
opening match in Adelaide,
before winning in Melbourne,

drawing the match in Sydney,
and winning the final Test in
Brisbane.

“I still remember that series,
between India and Australia,
where India was one down,
and they still managed to come
back, and win that series 2-1.
Normally, if you have those
three Test matches, it’s always
worth it.”

Aside from India, Australia,

and England, most Test teams
play series lasting only two
Tests, even - as in this case - if
their opponent is India. Sri
Lanka have only six two-
match series on their schedule
in the ongoing World Test
Championship cycle. Reigning
‘World Test Champions South
Africahad a similarly sparse
schedule in the cycle that they
WOX. - Agencies

Oman head coach Kulkarni says Goa ‘experiment’ paid off

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman cricket team
head coach Sulakshan Kulkarni
hailed the recent Goa tour as a
valuable learning experience, say-
ing the series gave his team much
more than the T20 series victory
as they fine-tune their prepara-
tions for a crucial run of interna-
tional assignments.

Oman won the T20 series 2-0
before going down 2-1 in the 50-
over contests to leave the honours
shared, but Kulkarni said the tour
had achieved its wider objective.

“The series was very competi-
tive, and we gained a lot from it,”
Kulkarni said. “It was not just
about winning or losing. We
learned a lot about our players and
about where we stand as a team.”

The Goa series gave Oman an
opportunity to test different com-
binations, manage the workload
of key players and expose others
to competitive match situations
— an exercise Kulkarni believes
will prove valuable in the chal-
lenges ahead.

“We rested some players and
gave opportunities to others. Natu-
rally, when you bring in players,
they need time to settle. But over-
all, the experiment was success-
ful,” he said.

Kulkarni was  particularly
pleased with the character shown

by his side in the T20 series,
where several players made im-
portant contributions in pressure
situations.

“I always tell the players to stay
positive. Even if things do not go
your way, don’t worry too much.
Keep playing your game and don’t
overthink,” he said.

The coach also pointed to sev-
eral encouraging individual per-
formances, including consistent
contributions with the bat and de-
cisive spells with the ball, as Oman
continued to search for the right
balance across formats.

But the larger significance of the

Goa tour, Kulkarni said, lies in the
lessons it provided ahead of the
ACC Men’s Premier Cup in Malay-
sia, beginning on August 30.

Oman have been drawn in
Group B alongside the UAE, Ku-
wait, Qatar and Singapore in the
ODI tournament, which runs until
September 12.

Oman open their campaign
against Singapore on August 30,
followed by Qatar on September
2, Kuwait on September 5 and the
UAE on September 8.

The tournament will provide
Oman with another important test
as Kulkarni and his coaching staff

I
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continue to shape a side thatis also
firmly in the hunt for a place at the
ICC Cricket World Cup Qualifier.

Oman are currently fourth in the
ICC Cricket World Cup League 2
standings and remain in a strong
position to secure one of the four
places that guarantee direct pro-
gression to the 2027 World Cup
Qualifier. The top four teams at
the end of the League 2 cycle ad-
vance automatically to the Quali-
fier, where the battle for places at
the 2027 ICC Men’s Cricket World
Cup will intensify.

For Kulkarni, however, main-
taining that position will depend

not only on performances but also
on how effectively Oman manage
their limited player resources.

“Our player pool is small, so we
have to look after the players,” he
said. “We have to manage their
workload, give them rest when re-
quired and make sure that we keep
them fit.”

Kulkarni reserved particular
praise for Oman’s fitness and med-
ical support staff, saying injury
management had become increas-
ingly important during a packed
calendar featuring both T20 and
50-over cricket.

“If a key player is unavailable,

it can make a big difference to a
team like ours,” he said. “Keeping
the players fit and managing their
workload is extremely important.”

The Goa tour, therefore, may
have ended with mixed results on
paper — a 2-0 T20 series triumph
and a 2-1 defeat in the 50-over se-
ries — but Kulkarni believes Oman
will emerge better prepared from
the experience and have little time
to dwell on the results.

Instead, Kulkarni is taking the
positives — and the lessons. “We
gained a lot from this series,” he
said. “Now the important thing is
to take those lessons forward.”
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BANK EARNINGS OUTLOOK

NEW DELHI: Indian banks are
likely to see further improvement
innet interest income and earnings
growth in FY27, supported by strong
foreign currency non-resident
deposit mobilisation, healthy credit
demand and benign asset quality,
according to ICICI Securities. — an
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TRADETALKS COLLAPSE

Trade negotiations between the

US and Canada collapsed late on
Friday night, triggering fresh tariffs.
At12:01 a.m. ET, the US imposed
a50% tariff on nearly $28 billion
worth of Canadian imports. > B2
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Credit value for domestic sales, exports at Credit Oman tops OMR226mn

MUSCAT: Statistics released by
Credit Oman showed that the total
value of approved credit ceilings for
domestic sales and exports by the
end of the first half of the current
year amounted to approximately
OMR226.6 million, compared to
OMR253.1 million during the same
period of the previous year.

In terms of distribution, the val-
ue of approved credit ceilings for
exports stood at approximately
OMR138.5 million, compared to
OMR148.7 million in the corre-
sponding period of the previous
year, while the value of approved
credit ceilings for domestic
sales reached approximately
OMRS88.1 million, compared to
OMR104.4 million.

As for the total value of insured
sales for exports and domestic
transactions, it amounted to ap-
proximately OMR191.4 million by
the end of the first half of the cur-
rent year, compared to OMR211.4

Micron to
launch US
IMEImo
research lab
NEW DELHI: Micron Technol-

ogy CEO Sanjay Mehrotra has an-
nounced a $10 billion investment
in Micron Research Labs — a new
research institution. The initiative
adds to more than $250 billion in
investments in American manu-
facturing, which are expected to
create over 90,000 jobs.

he chipmaker on Thursday un-
veiled Micron Research Labs -- a
US-based research hub headquar-
tered in Boise. Taking to X, Mehro-
tra said the research labs “will
bring together our customers, sup-
pliers, academia, government and
the broader semiconductor eco-
system to pursue breakthroughs
beyond today’s technology road-
maps and define what is possible
in the years ahead.”

He further added, the initia-
tive adds to more than $250 bil-
lion in investments in American
manufacturing, which are ex-
pected to create over 90,000 jobs
across sectors.

“The Micron Research Labs
joins more than $250 billion of
investment in American manufac-
turing that will create over 90,000
American jobs. Fabs, engineers,
technicians, apprentices, suppli-
ers, whole communities,” he said.

“We are funding the next gen-
eration of those questions now,
before the world asks for the an-
swers,” he noted. — ant

million in the same period of the
previous year, reflecting a decline
of 9 percent.

Insured export sales recorded
approximately OMR100.9 million,
compared to OMR118.1 million in
the same period of the previous
year, a decrease of 15 percent. In-

sured domestic sales amounted to
approximately OMR90.5 million,
compared to OMR93.3 million,
registering a decline of 3 percent.
Regarding the distribution of
approved credit ceilings and in-
sured sales by sector, the manu-
facturing sector led the results

during the first half of the current
year, with approved credit ceilings
amounting to OMR208.3 million,
representing 92 percent of total
approved credit ceilings, while in-
sured sales reached approximately
OMR171.9 million, accounting for
90 percent of total sales.

In second place came the whole-
sale and retail trade and repair of
motor vehicles and motorcycles
sector, with approved credit ceil-
ings of OMR13 million, represent-
ing 6 percent, and total insured
sales of approximately OMR11.3
million, accounting for 6 percent
of total sales.

The agriculture, forestry and
fishing sector ranked third, with
approved credit ceilings of ap-
proximately OMR3.1 million,
representing one percent, while
insured sales amounted to ap-
proximately OMRG6.2 million,
accounting for 3 percent of total
insured sales for exports and do-
mestic transactions.

Approved credit ceilings for
the mining and quarrying sec-
tor reached approximately
OMR988,000, while the trans-
portation and storage sector re-
corded OMRS871,500, and the
construction sector OMR259,600.

Additionally, sectors including ad-
ministrative and support service
activities, financial and insurance
activities, and accommodation
and food services collectively ac-
counted for shares not exceeding
one percent of total approved cred-
it ceilings.

Credit Oman continues to offer
its diverse range of services and
insurance solutions, aimed at em-
powering Omani exporters by pro-
viding effective protection against
non-payment risks associated
with financial collections or buy-
er default, while also supporting
business continuity and encourag-
ing exporters and manufacturers
to proceed with expansion.

The availability of appropriate
insurance coverage affords com-
panies greater scope for making
well-considered commercial de-
cisions, whether in entering new
markets or in expanding their ex-
isting sales volumes. —ona

MSX trading value rises
by 2.4% to OMR252.1mn

This uptick was
driven by investor
appetite for
diversifying their
investment portfolios,
coinciding with
expectations that a
number of companies
will distribute
dividends to their
shareholders over the

coming weeks

MUSCAT: The value of trading
on Muscat Stock Exchange (MSX)
rose the week to OMR252.1 mil-
lion, compared to approximately
OMR246.1 million in the preced-
ing week, registering a growth of
2.4 percent.

This uptick was driven by inves-
tor appetite for diversifying their

investment portfolios, coinciding
with expectations that a number
of companies will distribute divi-

dends to their shareholders over
the coming weeks.
Muscat  Stock  Exchange

witnessed multiple gains last
week, with executed transac-
tions increasing by 2.2 percent
to exceed 42,000 trades. The
market capitalisation of listed
securities rose to OMR38.33 bil-
lion, recording weekly gains of
OMR140.3 million.

The main index advanced by
14 points to close at 7,522 points.
Sectoral indices posted mixed
gains, with the financial sector
index recording the highest in-

e

crease, rising 93 points to close at
13,248 points, buoyed by gains in
banking shares and a number of
investment companies.

The services sector index
climbed 8 points, supported by
gains in shares of OQ Gas Net-
works, Al Jazeera Services, OQ
Exploration and Production,
Abraj Energy Services, and sev-
eral other companies. The Sharia-
compliant index rose by 3 points.

In contrast, the industrial sec-
tor index recorded a decline of
over 100 points, weighed down
by losses in shares of various in-
dustrial companies, including
Salalah Mills, Galfar Engineer-
ing and Contracting, Al Anwar

Ceramic Tiles, Al Maha Ceram-
ics, OQ Basic Industries, and
Voltamp Energy.

During the week’s trading, in-
vestors targeted a number of
blue-chip companies. OQ Basic
Industries shares recorded trades
valued at OMR47.5 million, ac-
counting for approximately 19
percent of the total trading value.
The company announced in re-
cent days its intention to distrib-
ute performance-linked cash divi-
dends estimated at 2.6 baisa per
share, based on the exceptional
financial performance achieved
in the first half of the current year.

The company stated that these
distributions will be in addition

to the base distributions an-
nounced in the offer prospectus
amounting to 5.2 baisa per share,
bringing total distributions to 7.8
baisa per share.

Bank Muscat shares saw trades
valued at OMR45.8 million, rep-
resenting 18.1 percent of the total
trading value. Sohar International
attracted investor interest, with
trades amounting to OMR40.6
million, accounting for 16.1 per-
cent of the total trading value.

0Q Exploration and Production
shares captured 14.4 percent of
the total trading value, with trades
valued at OMR36.4 million. The
share price closed the week at 481
baisa, up 11 baisa over the week,
while the company’s market capi-
talisation rose to OMR3.848 bil-
lion, recording weekly gains of
OMRSS8 million.

0Q Gas Networks ranked fifth
among the most actively traded
companies by value, with trades
amounting to OMR28.4 million,
representing 11.2 percent of the
total trading value. Omantel came
in sixth place with trades totalling
OMRI17.3 million, with the share
price closing at OMR1.398.

During the week, prices of 39
securities rose, compared to 40
securities whose prices declined,
while 17 securities stabilised at
their previous levels.

— ONA

India’s forex reserves rigse Jetferies turns bullish on gold
nearly $10bn to $716.9bn

MUMBAI: India’s foreign ex-
change reserves surged nearly $10
billion in the week ended August
14 to $716.9 billion, their highest
level in about six months, helped
by strong foreign currency inflows
generated by measures introduced
by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
to strengthen the country’s bal-
ance of payments.

According to data released by
the RBI on Friday, the increase
was driven primarily by a $7.2 bil-
lion rise in foreign currency as-
sets, while the value of the central
bank’s gold holdings increased by
$2.7 billion.

India’s reserves have now risen
for seven consecutive weeks, add-
ing around $50 billion during the

§

period and moving closer to the re-
cord high of $728.5 billion reached
in February.

The sharp increase follows
measures announced by the RBIin
June to encourage dollar inflows.
These included discounted hedg-

ing facilities for overseas borrow-
ings by state-owned companies
and banks, as well as a zero-cost
hedging facility allowing banks
to raise foreign currency deposits
from overseas sources.

The RBI has been absorbing
much of these inflows into its re-
serves through discounted foreign
exchange swaps.

The central bank said last week
that it had received nearly $57 bil-
lion in inflows under the measures
by August 13, with more than $50
billion coming through foreign
currency deposits. The scale of the
inflows prompted the RBI to bring
forward the closure of its deposit
hedging facility by one month to
August 31. —an1

NEW DELHI: Jefferies has
turned increasingly bullish on
gold, citing worsening fiscal
conditions in the US and Japan,
growing constraints on mon-
etary policy and improving cash
generation among gold-mining
companies, according to its latest
GREED & fear report.

The brokerage said the dete-
riorating fiscal position of the US,
coupled with rising government
debt-servicing pressures, is cre-
ating a favourable environment
for gold. US federal government
debt has crossed the $40 trillion
milestone, while the fiscal defi-
cit for the first ten months of the
current financial year has already
surpassed the full-year deficit re-
corded in FY25.

Jefferies noted that the US fis-
cal deficit rose to $432 billion in
July, the highest monthly deficit

since March 2021 and a record
for the month of July. The fis-
cal deficit for October 2025-July
2026 stood at $1.799 trillion,
compared with $1.775 trillion for
the entire FY25.

The brokerage also pointed to
rising Treasury yields and the in-

creasing pressure on the Federal
Reserve to avoid raising interest
rates because of the implications
for government debt servicing.

“The above fiscal issues in
America and Japan, and the con-
straints they impose on monetary
policy, are clearly bullish for gold,”
Jefferies said.

The brokerage’s bullishness is
also linked to geopolitical risks.
It highlighted the continuing ten-
sions surrounding Iran and the
closure of the Strait of Hormuz,
while noting that oil and energy
stocks remain the best hedge,
with gold the second-best hedge.

“Meanwhile the price gap be-
tween crude oil and refined prod-
ucts, such as diesel, becomes ever
wider,” the report said, adding that
“investors need to own oil and en-
ergy stocks as the best hedge, with
gold second best.” — ant
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In a statement
posted on X, Prime
Minister Mark
Carney said Canada
will retaliate
dollar-for-dollar,
matching the $28
hillion in levies to
protect workers and
businesses

OTTAWA: Trade negotiations
between the US and Canada col-
lapsed late on Friday night, trig-
gering fresh tariffs. At 12:01 a.m.
ET, the US imposed a 50% tariff on
nearly $28 billion worth of Cana-
dian imports.

Prime Minister Mark Carney
immediately pulled Canadian
negotiators back to Ottawa, call-
ing Washington’s last-minute de-
mands “unfair and uneconomic.”

In a statement posted on X,
Carney said Canada will retaliate
dollar-for-dollar, matching the $28

C

MULADHA: The fifth and final
day of the CBSE Oman Cluster
Football Championship (Boys)
2026-27, hosted by Indian School
Muladha, concluded on Monday
with three fiercely contested finals
inthe Under-14, Under-17 and Un-
der-19 categories.

The five-day championship
brought together 38 teams from
15 schools across Oman, provid-
ing a competitive platform for
young footballers to display their
skill, determination, discipline and
sporting spirit.

The final day’s action began
at 4 p.m. with the Under-14 final
between Indian School Darsait
and Indian School Salalah. After
an engaging contest marked by
skill and teamwork, Indian School
Salalah emerged as the Under-14
champions.

In the Under-17 final, hosts In-
dian School Muladha faced Indian
School Ghubra in a keenly fought
encounter. Ghubra held their
nerve to emerge as the Under-17
champions.

The championship’s conclud-
ing match was the Under-19 fi-
nal between Indian School Seeb
and Indian School Muscat. In a
fitting finale to five days of com-
petitive football, Indian School
Muscat secured the Under-19

billion in levies to protect workers
and businesses.

“We have recognised from
the beginning that America has
changed, and that we will not re-
turn to our old relationship. Our
government understood, before
many, that America is altering all
its trade relationships. Putting tar-
iffs on its closest allies and charg-
ing for access to its vast market,”
Carney said.

“We have worked in that con-
text. To strike a fair deal that would
provide the best access to the U.S.
market and greater certainty to
Canadian businesses and workers.
Throughout, our goal has been to
secure the best deal for Canadians,
never a deal at any price or on any
deadline,” he added.

Carney said that while signifi-
cant progress had been made in
recent weeks towards improving
Canada’s position in the trade ne-
gotiations, it had not been enough
to meet Ottawa’s objectives.

“As a result, this evening, I have
decided to suspend trade negotia-
tions with the US and have direct-
ed Canada’s negotiators to return
to Ottawa,” he said.

“They have worked hard, in good
faith, to defend the interests of Ca-
nadians throughout these negotia-
tions up until the very last minute.
However, last-minute changes
in the US proposed terms were
unfair, uneconomic, and called
into question the reliability of any
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deal,” he added.

Carney further said that the US
intends to impose a 50 per cent
tariff at midnight on roughly $28
billion worth of Canadian goods,
adding that Canada would “match
those tariffs dollar for dollar” to
protect its workers and businesses.

“In the coming days, the gov-
ernment will introduce additional
measures to support Canadian
workers and businesses, building
onthe nearly $25 billion in support
provided over the past 18 months,”
he said.

The Canadian Prime Minister
said the government’s broader
economic strategy was focused

SE Oman Cluster Football Cha:

championship title.

The matches were conducted
under the supervision of officials
and seven Omani national refer-
ees, whose professional officiat-
ing ensured the smooth and fair
conduct of the tournament. The
enthusiastic support of students,
parents, teachers and participat-
ing schools added to the vibrant
atmosphere on the final day.

Valedictory ceremony
The Valedictory Function and

Prize Distribution Ceremony was
held following the finals in the
presence of Chief Guest Mr. Nid-
heesh Kumar, Director In-Charge,
Indian School Muladha, Board of
Directors, Indian Schools, Oman.
The ceremony was attended by
Mr. M. T. Musthafa, President,
School Management Commit-
tee; Ms. Ashifa Asif, Convenor,
School Management Committee
and Chairperson, Academic Sub-
Committee; Dr. Ajeeb Palack-
al, Treasurer; Mr. Shameer

anada trade talks co

on strengthening the domestic
economy and diversifying part-
nerships abroad.

He said Canada was advancing
nearly $500 billion in major infra-
structure projects while also work-
ing to unlock new export markets
for Canadian businesses.

“Our existing free trade deals al-
ready provide Canada with prefer-
ential access to 1.5 billion consum-
ers, and we are on track to double
that market access by the end of
this year,” Carney said.

He further claimed that Cana-
dian economic growth was ac-
celerating and the country was on
course to record the second-fast-

Ahammed, Chairperson, Sports
and Co-scholastic  Commit-
tee; Mr. Rana Shankaram Singh,
Principal, Indian School Seeb;
Dr. Nayer Igbal, Principal, Indian
School Muladha; Ms. Anita Rose,
Vice Principal, members of the
School Management Committee
and other dignitaries.
Coordinators, Heads of Depart-
ments, teachers, parents, students,
officials, representatives of par-
ticipating schools and the Omani
national referees were also pre-

est growth in the G7 over the next
two years.

“Our economy is creating jobs
at four times the rate of the Unit-
ed States. Our exports to non-US
markets are on track to double over
the next decade. Foreign direct in-
vestment in Canada is at its high-
est level in two decades, running
at twice the rate of our nearest G7
competitor,” he said.

“Canada now ranks as the most
attractive country in the world for
infrastructure investment,” Car-
ney added.

“Canada has what the world
wants. And we will not allow any
nation to determine our future.

sent. Ms. Ashifa Asif presented a
bougquet to the Chief Guest.

The valedictory proceedings
commenced with the national an-
thems of Oman and India, followed
by the presentation of the tourna-
ment report by Mr. Joseph Antony,
Physical Education Teacher.

Addressing the gathering, Chief
Guest Mr. Nidheesh Kumar con-
gratulated the participating teams,
winners, finalists, officials, refer-
ees, teachers and the organising
team for the successful conduct of
the championship. He appreciated
the discipline, dedication, team-
work and sporting spirit displayed
by the young footballers through-
out the tournament.

As part of the felicitation, Mr.
M. T. Musthafa, President, School
Management Committee, present-
ed amemento to the Chief Guest as
atoken of appreciation.

Individual honours
The prize distribution ceremony
recognised the achievements of
teams and players across all three
age categories. Champions and
runners-up were presented with
trophies, while third-place win-
ners received medals.

The Best Player and Best Goal-
keeper awards were also presented
in each category.

llapse

We will set our own course to
keep building Canada strong for
all,” he said.

Meanwhile, Washington hit
back, with the US Trade Rep-
resentative calling it a “missed
opportunity for Canada” and ac-
cusing Ottawa of walking back
commitments and adding new de-
mands. The US said it had offered
sector-specific relief in steel, alu-
minium, autos and lumber.

“Thisis amissed opportunity for
Canada to partner with the United
States, which is the fastest-grow-
ing economy in the G7,” the US
Trade Representative said.

“Despite the US offer to Canada
toreceive the best treatment of any
major exporter to our market, new
demands and walkbacks of other
commitments by Canada have up-
ended the careful balance reached
in the past days,” the US Trade
Representative said in a post on X.

It also accused Canada of con-
tinuing to maintain its “prolonged
retaliation” against the United
States, including “flat-out prohibi-
tions on certain American goods
and services”.

“For decades, Canada has en-
joyed the most favourable access
to the U.S. market of any country.
And from the beginning of Presi-
dent Trump’s trade program, Can-
ada has continued to enjoy the best
treatment in the world, even after -
like China - retaliating against the
United States,” it said. — ant

nplonship concludes

Under-14: Saptham of Indian
School Bausher was named Best
Player, while Mohammed Nazim
Munas of Indian School Salalah
received the Best Goalkeeper
award.

Under-17: Aahir Shad of Indian
School Ghubra was adjudged Best
Player, while Hrivthick S., also of
Indian School Ghubra, was named
Best Goalkeeper.

Under-19: Mohammed Taiha of
Indian School Nizwa was named
Best Player, while M.D. Shadin of
Indian School Al Seeb received the
Best Goalkeeper award.

The individual award win-
ners were felicitated by the Chief
Guest in recognition of their out-
standing performances during
the championship.

The seven Omani national refer-
ees who officiated throughout the
tournament were also felicitated
with mementoes for their profes-
sional contribution to the success-
ful conduct of the championship.

The tournament was formally
declared closed, bringing to an
end five days of competitive foot-
ball and memorable sporting ex-
periences.

The ceremony concluded with
the vote of thanks proposed by
Miss Sarah Jeevan Varghese, Dep-
uty Head Girl.

423 HP and a 1,050km range: Why the Chery
Tiggo 9 PHEV remains Oman’s top pick SUV

MUSCAT: Across Oman, the
Chery Tiggo 9 PHEV continues
to set a benchmark in the flag-
ship SUV segment, blending an
impressive 423 HP hybrid pow-
ertrain with a combined driving
range of up to 1,050 km on a full
tank and full charge under ideal
driving conditions. Guided by
Chery’s “Conquer with You, Guard
for Love” philosophy, it delivers
dynamic performance, advanced
technology, and exceptional com-
fort designed to meet the needs of
modern families.

The Tiggo 9 PHEV is not just
about numbers on a spec sheet - it
is about giving families in Oman a
flagship SUV that feels effortless
on the highway and refined in the
city. Parked next to any SUV in its
class, the Tiggo 9 PHEV is easy to
pick out. A bold octagonal front
grille and 20-inch multi-spoke
alloy wheels give it a confident
stance, while the overall design
has been shaped to hold up across
Oman’s varied terrain, from coast-
al highways to mountain routes.

The cabin carries that same in-
tent inside. A 15.6-inch 2.5K HD
center touchscreen puts connec-
tivity and controls within easy
reach, and premium 3D-stitched

seating is finished with long jour-
neys in mind.

Together, they turn the inte-
rior into a spacious, tech-forward
space that suits a school run just as
well as a cross-country drive, keep-
ing the whole family comfortable
along the way.

The performance behind the

Tiggo 9 PHEV comes from a 1.5T
high-performance engine working
alongside two electric motors and
a Dedicated Hybrid Transmission
(3DHT). Combined, they produce
423 HP and 580 Nm of torque, yet
the SUV still returns just 1.9 L/100
km on the WLTC cycle — an ef-
ficiency figure that is difficult to

match at this level of output.

That efficiency is also what
makes the range possible. Running
on its Super Hybrid DHT system,
the Tiggo 9 PHEV can travel up
to 1,050 km on a combined charge
and tank, which in practice means
families can cover long highway
stretches with far fewer stops than

a comparable SUV would require.

With its blend of craftsman-
ship, technology and efficiency, the
Tiggo 9 PHEV keeps setting the
standard for what a flagship SUV
can offer — making every journey
across Oman safer, greener and
more enjoyable.

Chery’s global reputation con-

tinues to grow, as reflected in re-
cent accolades: Ranked as the best
Chinese global brand builder in
cars and 14th overall in the 2023
Kantar & Google Chinese Global
Brand Builders report. Secured
first place among all Chinese au-
tomotive brands in the J.D. Power
2023 China Initial Quality Stud-
ySM (IQS). For more details please
visit (https://china.jdpower.com/
press-release/2023-IQS). Ranked
233rd on the 2025 Fortune Global
500 list, demonstrating Chery’s
exceptional global momentum,
substantial year-on-year growth,
and rapidly strengthening posi-
tion among the world’s largest and
most influential companies.

Customers are invited to visit
the nearest showroom and expe-
rience the future of driving with
Chery. For more details, test drive
requests, and the latest updates,
please visit: www.chery.om, You-
Tube: @OmanChery, Facebook:
CheryAutoOman, Instagram: @
cheryoman.

Chery vehicles are distributed
in Oman by Saud Bahwan Group.
For stock availability and further
details, visit Chery showrooms at
Wattayah, Al Hail (Seeb), Sohar,
Salalah, and Barka.
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Quality car rentals
at competitive prices.

Muscat 9679 0594
9679 0684

Sohar
Salalah 9429 9325

9731 6218

www.orbit-oman.com

¢ Fleet of 2,000 vehicles

¢ Choose from a wide range
of brands & models

e PDO, OXY and BP spec
vehicles available

e Attractive rates for short-term
& long-term lease

CARGO MADE
SIMPLE
Advertise with us

Send your advertisement to:
amcoman@choueirigroup.com

MECHANICAL ENGINEER (Indian)
B.Tech with 14 yrs of Oman experience
as an Estimation Engineer, specializing in
steel sheet metal fabrication. Currently in

India, available for immediate joining.

WA/Call: +968 95945230, +91 7356745478

Email: arungopalakrishnan85@yahoo.com

ADVERTISE WITH US

Send vour advt. to:
amcoman@choueirigroup.com

I, ANSHAD VALIYAVALAPPIL (holder of Indian Passport
No.T0687192) S/o Ameer Valiyavalappilhaving permanent
residence in Ameer Manzil, Theruvath, Kannadiparamba,
670604 Kannur Kerala (complete postal address in India)
and presently residing at Oman, Nizwa 611, Jabir Masjid
BLG 6 (complete postal address in Sultanate of Oman)
intend to marry Ms. RANEEM ABDUL GAFOOR, (holder of
Indian Passport bearing No. U2898826) D/o Abdul Gafoor
Poyilingal at Embassy of India, Muscat. I swear that I am
marrying her at my own free will and not under any duress
and intimidation. Any objection towards this marriage
may please be communicated to Embassy of India, Muscat,
Diplomatic Quarters, Al Khuwair, PO. Box No. 1727, Postal
Code No. 112, Ruwi, Sultanate of Oman within 30 (thirty)
days of publication of this newspaper advertisement.

ADVERTISE WITH US

SALE - USED VEHICLE

SI. No. Brand Number of Vehicles Model
1 TATA BUS 66 SEATER 1 2010
2 DEAWO0O COMPACTOR 1 2013
3 MAZDA 2 2 2013/2016
4 COASTER BUS 3 2008/2010/2012
5 TOYOTA PICK UP 2 2009/2012
6 ACCENT 1 2012

« Bidders can quote for one or multiple vehicles.
« Evaluation will be conducted by the OIG Tender
Committee based on pricing.
basis. No post-sale claims will be accepted.

2026.

* All vehicles are sold strictly on an “as-is, where-is”

* Successful bidders will be notified by 7th September «

* Vehicle Preview: 23rd to 30th August 2026 Time:
03:00 PM to 06:00 PM

* Submission Period: 24th August 2026 to 31st
August 2026 - Time 09:00 AM — 04:00 PM

* Location: 0IG Workshop, Ghala

Submit in a wax sealed envelope labelled: “Vehicle

Sale — [Your Name/Company]”

* Attach a valid ID or CR copy.

Should you need any clarifications, please contact: Mr. Raghu: 97043101, 24116925

Send vour advertisement to: amcoman@choueirigroup.com

PLACE
YOUR
ADVT HERE

Send your ad to: amcoman@ |

choueirigroup.com

An Indian video editor with 6
months experience and proficiency
in ADOBE PREMIERE PRO and
ADOBE AFTER EFFECTS is looking
for suitable job.

Contact: +968 97411676

PROCUREMENT

PROGUREMENT & SUPPLY
CHAIN PROFESSIONAL

18+ years’ GCC experience in Procurement,
Supply Chain, Warehousing & Logistics.
Available for suitable positions in Oman.

Contact : 91257663

QS MANAGER

Senior @S, B. Sc in Civil, 15+ yrs of
Oman experience, Pre & Post Tendering,
Contracts Management, FIDIC, Value

Engg, Cost Control & Budgeting.
Available in Oman for immediate joining.
Email: gsprofessionalsk@gmail.com

WA/Call: +968 91117043

FINANCE

Chartered Accountant, 23 years’
experience as Finance Head &

Auditing firm in Oman. Well versed
with Banking, IFRS and taxation,
Banking & E-invoicing (basics)
seeks suitable position.

Contact : 94274470

™

Procurement, postgraduate 15+yrs
experience in Oman oil & gas, EPC, PEB
& structural steel projects also has
sound knowledge in import, customs
clearance and freight & logistics.

Contact : 75123132

TEACHER

Lady teacher, Assistant professor
MBA, B.Ed, Ph.D. (Management
studies) pursuing 2nd yrs, with 16 yrs’
experience, seeks teaching position in
Oman. Immediate joining.

Email: mohammediyasmeen5@gmail.com

Contact: +968 77866559

SALES & MARKETING

Seeking a suitable position in

SALES, MARKETING

having 16 yrs of experience in Oman & 25 yrs
of total experience in the field of Infrastructure,
Industrial and Building material products.
BE Mechanical, DIM, Valid D/L

Contact: 9497 6056

FINANGE

Experienced ICWA/CMA (India), M.Com
& 0ACPA certified professional with 15+
years in Costing, Manufacturing Finance,

Corporate Planning & Strategy,
MIS and Budgeting.
Email: harindranath.7891@gmail.com

Contact : +968 96098863

JOB WANTED

AVAILABLE

Fleet of + 1,000 LV/HV
and machinaries as

per PDO, 0XY, BP, Daleel,
Namaa....etc- Spec -
competitive, flexible
lease. Contact: 95070748

ACCOUNTS/FINANCE

Indian male MBA
Finance, with +8 yrs of
Accounting & finance
experience seeks for as
audit associate position.
NOC available & DL.
Contact: 72420067

Male Indian MBA
finance accountant 7 yrs
Oman experienced with
Oman D/L looking for
suitable position. Contact:
95819242, 71099237
Email: Shemeejvp@gmail.
com

ACCOUNTS/FINANCE

Looking for Accountant
job, with driving
license. Contact:
92092486

ADMINISTRATION

Cleaning supervisor, 18
yrs GCC experience with
UAE licence. Contact :
96332056

Indian male graduate
with 20 yrs experience
seeks job for executive
secretary, admin or
any other suitable post.
Presently available

in Muscat. Contact:
91410074.

DRIVER

Experienced driver
heavy and light 20 yrs
of driving experience.
Contact: 97412505,
78385517

DRIVER

Driver with 9 yrs
experience looking for
job. Contact: 92392272

Bangladeshi with 10 yrs
experience looking job.
Contact: 78096017

ENGINEER

Indian male, 35yrs old
Mechanical engineer,
PMYV fleet engineer with
10 yrs of experience

in Oman & valid D/L.
Contact : +96894002909

Mechanical engineer
11+ yrs experience

in Oman HVAC /

MEP projects, facility
management. Ready to

join immediately. Contact:

91690765

ENGINEER

Mechanical HVAC
Engineer 4+ yrs
Oman experience.
Design, execution,
commissioning for oil
& gas and commercial
projects. ASHRAE
associate member. with
valid D/L Seeking a
suitable job. Contact:
+968-75020107

IT

Indian male, MICA,
experience in network
admin, IT support,
website and Odoo ERP.
Contact : 79701775

Indian male B.Sc., 20+
yrs Oman IT exp, seeks
IT specialist, system
administrator position.
Immediate joining.
Contact: 93642216

MEDICAL

Looking for Sr. Nurse
job. Contact: 96611267

MISCELLANEQOUS

Looking job for office
boy cum driver. Contact :
94487194

Indian male looking for
job, building watchman,
office boy, personal
driver(house,office).
Currently in Oman, speak
English & Hindi. Contact:
96781899

PURCHASE/
PROCUREMENT
Indian male (36),
MBA, 13+yr1s exp in
procurement & logistics,
valid Oman D/L ready to

join immediately. Contact:

92536194

SALES/MARKETING

Sales, contracts &
tendering, MBA 7 yr1s
Oman experience,D/L
Contact : 75227433

Indian Male, BBA, 20
years experience in
Sales & Marketing in
Oman. Holding valid
Oman driving license
seeks suitable placement
Contact No: 93011232,
Email: jitinjoshua920(@
gmail.com

ADVERTISE
WITH US

Send your advt. to:
amcoman@choueirigroup.com

GARGO AND
LOGISTIGS

PROMOTE YOUR
SERVIGES WITH US
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Iran condemns latest economic
sanctions announced by the US

The United States’
declaration of new
economic sanctions
on Iran is far more
than continued
unlawful ‘economic
warfare’ against

a single country.

It is an assertion

of extraterritorial
sovereignty over
every independent
Member State of
the United Nations,
spokesperson for
Iran’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs said

TEHRAN: Iran on Saturday
slammed the latest economic
sanctions announced by the Unit-
ed States, calling them arbitrary
and saying they have no basis in
international law and violate the
principle of sovereign equality en-
shrined in the UN Charter.

The remarks were made by Es-
maeil Baqgaei, spokesperson for
Iran’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
in a post on X on Saturday.

“The United States’ declara-
tion of new economic sanctions
on Iran is far more than contin-
ued unlawful ‘economic warfare’
against a single country. It is an
assertion of extraterritorial sov-
ereignty over every independent

Ex-car salesman
becomes Belgian
prince after DNA test

BRUSSELS: In a remarkable
transition from an ordinary life
to royal status, a 26-year-old
Belgian car salesman has been
formally recognised as the son of
Prince Laurent, ushering a long-
concealed paternity saga straight
into the heart of the Belgian mon-
archy, ABC News reported.

Prince Laurent of Belgium es-
tablished formal legal parentage
with his son, Clement Vanden-
kerckhove, during a civil cer-
emony at a town hall six months
ago, though details surround-
ing the event have only recently
come to light.

Official recognition

The official recognition was
initially uncovered by Belgian
weekly publication Soir Mag,
which indicated that the newly
acknowledged prince is set to
obtain an equal portion of his fa-
ther’s estate following the legal
status change.

Addressing the outcome,
Vandenkerckhove told the pub-
lication that he held little regard
for legal technicalities, empha-
sising instead the “chance to get
to know his father”.

According to ABC News, the
26-year-old is the offspring of
King Philippe’s brother and mod-
el-singer Wendy Van Wanten.

The identity of his royal father
has been the focus of persis-
tent speculation over the years.
Born in 2000, Vandenkerckhove
shares a distinct physical like-
ness to Prince Laurent. Further-
more, his first name has frequent-
ly been viewed as a reference to
Villa Clementine, the prince’s
residence in Tervuren, while Van

Wanten dropped subtle clues
within her musical works.

His existence was formally
acknowledged by Prince Lau-
rent only last year, with the royal
stating that the two had “spoken
openly and honestly about this in

recent years”.
ABC News noted that Vanden-
kerckhove discovered Prince

Laurent was his biological father
when he was 16 years old. He sub-
sequently initiated contact with
the royal at age 20.

Reflecting on the psychological
toll of his upbringing, he shared
his experience with the Flemish
daily Het Nieuwsblad earlier this
month.

“My entire childhood, I strug-
gled with the question “Who is my
father? When I found out, the se-
crecy weighed incredibly heavy,”
he said.

As reported by ABC News,
Vandenkerckhove indicated that
he intends to retain his existing
family name rather than adopting
his father’s house name, Saxe-
Coburg. “Giving up this family
name would be a betrayal of eve-
rything my mother has done for
me,” he added.

Prince Laurent shares three
other children with his wife,
Princess Claire of Belgium,
whom he wed in 2003.

The development follows a
similar royal lineage dispute in
2020, when King Albert II rec-
ognised an illegitimate daughter,
now Princess Delphine, follow-
ing a prolonged legal campaign.
Albert II stepped down from the
Belgian throne in 2013 as the pa-
ternity dispute escalated into a
broader public controversy. — ant

Member State of the United Na-
tions,” Bagaei said.

He said no country can lawfully
compel foreign banks, enterprises
or airports, which are subject to
the exclusive jurisdiction of their
respective sovereign states, to
halt lawful commerce with a third
country.

“Such secondary sanctions find
no foundation in international

law. They violate the principle of
sovereign equality enshrined in
Article 2(1) of the UN Charter and
breach the customary prohibition
on intervention affirmed by the
International Court of Justice in
the Nicaragua case,” he said.
Baqaei further alleged that eco-
nomic coercion aimed at forcing a
sovereign state to alter its lawful
policy choices amounts to an in-

ternationally wrongful act.

“When combined with a na-
val blockade amounting to mili-
tary aggression, these demands
reduce the sovereignty of all
other States to something pro-
visional, conditional, and revo-
cable at the whim of another
power,” he said.

He added that compliance
with such sanctions does not
guarantee immunity or respect,
but instead means accepting
that banks, enterprises and air-
ports operate “only under a for-
eignlicence.”

“The end result would be the
complete erosion of sovereignty
as the foundational basis of the
UN-based inter-State system,
and a recipe for an abysmal re-
turn to full-scale classic coloni-
alism,” Baqaei said.

His remarks come after
Washington announced a fresh
round of sanctions targeting
Iran, amid continued tensions
between the two countries and
broaderinstability in West Asia.

Trump recently announced
what he called the “most crush-
ing economic operation ever
taken” against Iran and warned
countries providing financial,
business or government sup-
port to Tehran of “tremendous
economic consequences”.

The US President said the
measures would target Iran’s
economic lifelines, including oil
smuggling networks, financial
transfers, exchange houses, ship
registries and front companies.

He also called the campaign
an “Economic D-Day” and urged
American allies to join Washing-
ton inisolating Iran. — am

Trump describes
Strait of Hormuz as
‘American territory’

MYRTLE BEACH: US President
Donald Trump on Friday said Iran
must never be allowed to obtain a
nuclear weapon and described the
Strait of Hormuz as “American ter-
ritory” amid escalating tensions
between Washington and Tehran,
according to media report.

Addressing a rally in Myrtle
Beach, South Carolina, Trump
said, “We cannot let them have
a nuclear weapon; we cannot let
Iran have a nuclear weapon, or you
will see some very bad things.”

“We went down, and we stopped
them; they will never have a nucle-
ar weapon,” he added.

Trump said Iran wanted toreach
an agreement but questioned
whether Washington would ac-
cept a deal, asserting control over
the strategic waterway.

“They want to make a deal so
badly, we don’t even know if we
want [a deal] because I view the
Strait of Hormuz as an American
territory right now, it’s an Ameri-
can territory,” Trump said, as per
Al Jazeera.

Earlier, speaking to reporters at
Joint Base Andrews before depart-
ing for Myrtle Beach, Trump had
claimed that the United States had
“total control” over the Strait of
Hormuz and supported the idea of
declaring the strategic waterway a
US territory.

He said Washington had control
over the region linked to the Strait
of Hormuz amid its blockade
against Iran.

“We'’re just going to sort of see
what happens, and we have total
control, as you know, of the bor-
der; we have total control -- if you
look at the blockade, we have total
control of that entire region having
to do with the Strait of Hormuz,”
Trump said. — ant

Indian PM Modi meets CEOs of space
startups, urges to expand applications

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday urged
India’s private space industry
to explore wider applications of
space technologies across sectors,
saying the country can become a
magnet for global talent, compa-
nies and investment in the space
sector.

He made the remarks while in-
teracting with CEOs and founders
of 20 space startups at Seva Teerth,
as he called for a greater collabora-
tion between space companies and
sectors such as agriculture and
environmental protection. The
Prime Minister has encouraged
space companies to look beyond
their existing applications and fo-
cus on how their technologies can
improve people’s lives. He sug-
gested that companies working
on space debris could collaborate
with environmental organisations,
while those developing space tech-
nologies for agriculture could work
with agricultural universities and
departments to help farmers make
better-informed decisions and im-
prove output.

He also called for the creation
of an ecosystem where, “when the
world thinks of space, it looks to-
wards India”, saying the country’s
space sector can act as a magnet
to attract global talent, companies
and investment.

The CEOs and founders high-

lighted the rapid progress of In-
dia’s private space industry and
said companies across the world
were showing growing interest in
adopting and leveraging technolo-
gies developed by India’s emerging
space sector. They also said the
opening of the space sector to pri-
vate participation had created new
opportunities for industry and ex-
pressed appreciation for the sup-
port received from government.
The startups represented di-
verse areas including rockets and
reusable semi-cryogenic launch
vehicles, avionics, satellites, ad-
vanced propulsion systems, space

and defence intelligence, space
debris removal and AlI-powered
hyperlocal weather and climate
intelligence.

PM Modi congratulated the
space-sector leaders for taking the
lead in a new area, saying the con-
fidence shown by the industry had
strengthened the vision behind
opening the sector to private par-
ticipation.

He noted that many countries
either cannot invest in the space
sector or do not wish to do so, pre-
senting India with an opportunity
to strengthen its position in the
global space sector.

The Prime Minister also called
for closer collaboration between
space companies and Atal Tink-
ering Labs to create curiosity and
interest in space among young
children from an early age.

The interaction included
CEOs and founders of Skyroot
Aerospace, Agnikul Cosmos,
Pixxel, Dhruva Space, GalaxEye,
PierSight, Bellatrix Aerospace, Di-
gantara, SatSure, Suhora Technol-
ogies, Manastu Space, Astrobase,
TakeMe2Space, VyomIC, Cosmos-
erve Space, OrbitAID Aerospace,
SkyServe, Serendipity Space, Vas-
sar Labs and mistEO. — ant

One killed in sword attack at school

FAGERSTA: A person armed
with a sword has wounded multi-
ple people at a school in Fagersta
in central Sweden, authorities said
Friday.

Police said one person had been
taken into custody and there was
no longer any danger to the public.

After initially saying three peo-
ple had been wounded in the at-
tack, two of them severely, police
later said an additional person had
been killed.

Earlier on Friday, Sweden’s
healthcare authority said two boys,
both aged between 12 and 17, were
being treated in hospital.

Police said the suspect was an
18-year-old man, whom they shot
during a confrontation and took
into custody.

What else do we know?

Police were called to the Brinell-
skola, a secondary school in Fag-
ersta, at around 2 p.m. local time
(1200 GMT). The school, which
has some 450 students aged 16
to 20, had just reopened after the
summer holidays.

Public broadcaster SVT report-

ed that ambulances, police cars
and a police helicopter were out-
side the property.

The municipality said other
schools and some public buildings
in the area had been locked down.

Fagersta, home to some 12,000
people, lies around 170 kilometers

(105 miles) northwest of the capi-
tal, Stockholm.

Reactions to ‘terrible news’

“Our thoughts are with all those
affected,” Prime Minister Ulf Kris-
tersson said in a post on X. “We do
not yet know what lies behind the
act, but we know that the police are
working very intensively.”

Magdalena Andersson, leader of
the opposition Social Democrats,
lamented the “terrible news.”

“When violence takes place at
a school, I know it impacts every-
one in our country. All of Sweden
stands together with Fagersta at
this difficult time,” she wrote on X.

Other attacks at educational in-
stitutions

Sweden has seen a number of
high-profile attacks at educational
facilities in recent years. — ow
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Inside futuristic labs, plants are scanned,

stressed and analyzed. The aim is to use

the results to produce plant strains that

can better serve a growing population in a

warming world

ows of tomato sap-
lings stand in a room
packed with cameras.
Just a few weeks old,
hey're under constant
surveillance as scientists monitor
them for tiny changes in color, tem-
perature and photosynthesis.
These plants are growing in a
chamber designed to mimic the
heat and humidity of India’s cli-
mate. By analysing their reactions
to different stressors, researchers
at Wageningen University in the
Netherlands are aiming to un-
cover genetic traits that have the
potential to make crops resilient
to human-caused climate change.
"We can regulate the tempera-
ture. We can give them a heat
stress phase, we can freeze short-
ly, so we can simulate night frost,
which could be very disruptive for
young plants,” explained Rick van
de Zedde, programme manager at
the Netherlands Plant Eco-phe-
notyping Centre (NPEC). "We can
introduce salinity by adding salt.”
In fact, the scientists can simu-
late almost any condition on the
planet. "I would call it a gym for
plants,” said van de Zedde.

Why understanding plants
is so important

This research is becoming ever
more essential. Agriculture has
traditionally relied on predict-
able seasons and conditions, with
farmers planning around estab-
lished weather patterns — plant-
ing in the spring and harvesting in
the autumn, for example.

But as societies burn fossil fu-
els that heat the planet, rising
global temperatures are disrupt-
ing that rhythm.

Increasing heat waves, longer
and more intensive droughts and
severe flooding caused by global
heating is increasingly putting
crops at risk.

Following soaring tempera-
tures this summer, farmers in
some regions of Germany are
warning of harvest failure. Grain
production losses have already
been registered in countries in-
cluding France, Hungary and the

United Kingdom.

With the global population pre-
dicted to hit 10 billion by 2050, the
pressure is on to produce enough
food. That race is intensified by
rising meat consumption, which
implies growing more grain for
animal feed.

Simultaneously, demand for
crops to use as biofuels, which are
made from organic material in-
cluding plants or animal waste, is
also on the rise.

For researchers, the question is
no longer just how to grow more
food, but how to do so under in-
creasingly challenging conditions.

A high-tech way ahead
Dubbed the ‘Silicon Valley’ of
agriculture, the Netherlands has
long been a leader in farming in-
novation. Despite its relatively
small size, the country is the
world’s second-largest exporter
of agricultural products by value
— after the US.

Inside the Wageningen Univer-
sity greenhouses, scientists rec-
reate environmental conditions
such as drought, tropical humidity
or frosty nights, and use a range of
technology to monitor the plants.

Over a period of weeks, auto-
mated scales record the weights
of tree species every three min-
utes to reveal how much water
they need. Sophisticated scanners
track the movement of leaves as
part of a process known as pheno-
typing — which measures plants
and their features.

Though botanists have been
tracking flora for thousands of
years to select the best plants,
the processes were historically
manual and therefore slow and
painstaking.

"All the lab measurements
were restricting the size of the
experiments,” van de Zedde
told DW. "If you look around
here in NPEC, you see that we
are talking about thousands of

plants in one experiment.”

Taking experiments

into the field

Despite the sophistication of the
lab, it cannot completely mirror
real-world conditions. Factorslike
hailstorms, high winds or differing
soil temperatures remain difficult
to recreate.

Near the university, experimen-
tal barley fields provide an impor-
tant reality check. It is there that
researchers deploy mobile imag-
ing and use GPS positioning sys-
tems to collect data on hundreds
of crop varieties in the field.

By comparing greenhouse and
field results, they are better able
to identify the plant traits that will
help produce food that is going to
be resilient to a changing climate.

"It’s all about fitness. We sim-
ply score: how do these plants re-
spond to the stress? Which ones
can cope with it, which ones suffer
from it,” said van de Zedde.
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Researchers can use the data to
see the DNA profiles linked to tol-
erance to certain stressors. They
can then crossbreed varieties —
one with a high yield and one that
is robust, for example, to produce
resilient offspring.

What's next for the
research?

The goal is to fast forward evolu-
tion. The Dutch government and
plant-breeding companies fund-
ing the research will decide which
variants to continue to breed.

But Alan Pauls, a Ph.D candi-
date in the university’s Labora-
tory of Genetics, said the process
has been met with criticism from
some quarters.

"When you talk to the older
generation, I definitely do feel like
they don't trust it,” he said. "The
moment you talk about taking food
or plants into a lab, immediately
[what] you think about is GMO.”

Genetically modified organ-

i ¥
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isms, or GMOs, have had their
genes changed artificially to make
them take on a particular char-
acteristic. One way it’s done is to
insert a gene from a different spe-
cies, like bacteria, into a plant.

In the European Union, genetic
modification is strictly legally
regulated and requires rigorous
safety checks. At Wageningen,
just 5% of experiments involve
genetically modified plants. Most
focus on selecting existing traits
through phenotyping, speeding up
natural processes rather than cre-
ating new characteristics.

Pauls believes the argument
that too much interference makes
food artificial is outdated.

"Are we thinking that it's ar-
tificial because a machine is in-
volved? Are we thinking that it's
artificial because it's happening so
fast, or it’s happening in a lab?” he
said. "I can still harvest rice with a
sickle, but is it going to feed a bil-
lion people in time? No.”- ow
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Tzolis shines as Arsenal open season
with big win over promoted Coventry
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Kai Havertz, Bukayo Saka and captain Martin

Odegaard scored for the Gunners, who spurned

chances to pad the scoreline even further

LONDON: Newcomer Christos
Tzolis helped set up two goals as
defending champions Arsenal
opened the Premier League sea-
son by dismantling promoted
Coventry 3-0 to spoil the visitor’s
long-awaited return to the top
flight on Friday.

After ending a 22-year wait for
the Premier League title, Arsenal
showed why they are favoured to
repeat as champions by complete-
ly dominating Frank Lampard’s
side in a game that was one-sided
from start to finish.

Kai Havertz, Bukayo Saka and
captain Martin Odegaard scored
for the Gunners, who spurned
chances to pad the scoreline
even further.

“The perfect start,” Odegaard
said.

For Coventry, it was a rude wel-
come back to the Premier League
after a 25-year absence. Having
won the second-tier Champion-
ship last season by a wide margin,
Lampard’s side simply looked
outmatched as they were repeat-
edly taken apart by a marauding
Arsenal.

Tzolis was the only summer
signing to start for the host but
the left winger showed he could
give this attack an added dimen-
sion by helping to set up both
opening goals.

First he stole possession to feed
defender Riccardo Calafiori, who
squared the ball for Havertz to
slot home in the 15th minute. The
Greece international then sent
a cross in from the left that goal-
keeper Carl Rushworth managed

Messi fined for slapping
opponent in MLS game

NEW YORK: Inter Miami’s
Lionel Messi has been fined
for slapping Philadelphia
Union’s Quinn Sullivan dur-
ing their side’s Major League
Soccer (MLS) 2-2 draw on
Wednesday.

Messi, 39, slapped Sullivan
around the back of the head
towards the end of the game
as he complained the Union
player had elbowed him after
he played the ball.

Sullivan reacted angrily
to the slap, but the referee
quickly intervened.

The MLS confirmed Messi
had been fined, but did not
reveal the amount.

Messi scored Miami’s
second goal at Subaru Park,
finding the back of the net for
the first time since his father
passed away.

The Argentina interna-
tional was not the only one
to clash with Sullivan, as Mi-
ami’s Ian Fray was also fined

by the MLS.

Fray grabbed the neck of
Sullivan after both players got
tangled up with one another
when Sullivan lost his footing
in the box.

Abad-tempered game
ended with two red cards as
Miami’s Yannick Bright and
Sullivan’s brother Cavan were
both sent off in stoppage time.

Cavan’s one-game suspen-
sion, however, has now been
rescinded after review.

Miami are currently second
in the Eastern Conference,
seven points behind leaders
Nashville.

Messi is back in Miami
having been in Argentina for
the funeral of his father, who
was also his agent.

Jorge Messi died aged
68 following a long illness,
and in a tribute to his father,
Messi suggested he may not
continue playing football for
much longer. - agencies

to only push into the path of Saka,
who scored into an empty net in
the 23rd.

“Amazing, he played a brilliant
game,” Odegaard said of Tzolis.
“He has been brilliant all presea-
son. He’s so lively, it’s hard to de-
fend him. He’s a really intelligent
player, he always looks up and
finds the right pass.”

Odegaard added the third
shortly after the break after his
scuffed shot looped in out of reach
of Rushworth. The Arsenal cap-
tain gave an apologetic shrug as a
celebration.

“It was not the best finish but I
was there,” Odegaard said.

At the other end, the only time
Arsenal goalkeeper David Raya
was troubled was when a specu-
lative overhead kick from Loum
Tchaouna from outside the box
sailed just high of the bar in the
42nd. The visitor’s only effort on
target came in the 86th, when
Jack Rudoni managed only a weak
header straight at Raya.

Arsenal introduced their latest
signing, England defender Ezri
Konsa, before kickoff after he com-
pleted a move from Aston Villa
earlier on Friday. - agencies

LONDON: Hull City stunned
Manchester United 2-0 on a
dream return to the Premier
League after nine years away
with a first ever top-flight win
against their shell-shocked
visitors on Saturday.

United came into the season
high on confidence after their
end to the 2025-26 campaign
under Michael Carrick, where
they finished third to qualify
for the Champions League,
and some new summer
signings.

But it was Sergej Jakirovic’s
Tigers - promoted through
the play-offs last season - who
impressed on their home turf
with two defenders on the
scoresheet.

Semi Ajayi gave them the
lead when he lashed in after Oli
MecBurnie’s initial effort was
tipped on to the post by United

keeper Senne Lammens.

And fellow defender and
club-record signing Nobel
Mendy scored on his debut
when he headed in from Regan
Slater’s free-kick to seal a
superb success in their first
Premier League game since a

7-1home loss by Tottenham in
May 2017.

Tigers keeper Konstantinos
Tzolakis was not as busy as he
might have expected, but made
five saves, including one to
stop a Bryan Mbeumo effort
late on. - Agencies

Paredes banned 10 games as FIFA
suspends three Argentina players

GENEVA: FIFA banned three
Argentina players on Friday, in-
cluding a 10-match suspension
for midfielder Leandro Paredes,
for striking Spain opponents after

losing the World Cup final.

The ban for Paredes — who
grabbed Spain’s Eric Garcia by
the throat and pushed Gavi to the
ground — ranks with the FIFA
sanctions for Uruguay forward
Luis Sudrez in 2014 as among the
most severe in World Cup history.
Nahuel
Molina was handed a seven-game
ban while Thiago Almada was
given a one-game suspension.
FIFA imposed fines of $90,000 on
Paredes and Molina, and $30,000
for Almada. The ban for Paredes
is effectively a one-year expul-
sion from the Argentina team as
the FIFA calendar for national
team schedules includes 10 games

Argentina defender

through June 2027.

All of those games could be
friendlies with no competitive

games currently scheduled.

Spain’s Gavi also was banned
for one game, which is a Nations
League match for Spain against

England at Wembley on Sept. 26.

‘Musiala had neurological issue for

BERLIN: Bayern Munich have
been aware of Jamal Musiala’s
neurological issue for at least a
year, board member for sport Max
Eberl said on Friday. Musiala col-
lapsed during successive games
over the past week, causing alarm
for team-mates, opponents and
spectators. Eberl and Bayern coach
Vincent Kompany said the inci-
dents were triggered by a change in
the treatment Musiala was receiv-

ing for the neurological issue.

The player said in an Insta-
gram post after the latest collapse
against Heidenheim on Tuesday
that he had been diagnosed with
“absence seizures caused by a

An Argentina coach, Roberto
Ayala, also got a three-game ban
and $30,000 fine.

The Argentine Football As-
sociation was fined $110,000 for
a range of incidents during the
World Cup including players car-
rying a political banner about the
Falkland Islands after the semi-
final win against England, and
discriminatory chants by fans.

AFA also was ordered by FIFA
to spend $100,000 on anti-racism
projects. Argentina received $34

P

neurological dysfunction” but
there was “no additional health
risk” and that he intends to keep
playing as before.

While the 23-year-old Musia-
la’s collapses caused what Bayern
honorary president Uli Hoeness
said Wednesday was a “drama” for
the club, Eberl and Kompany pro-

million in World Cup prize mon-
ey from FIFA. AFA can appeal
the longer sanctions and fines to
FIFA, and likely after at the Court
of Arbitration for Sport.

“The AFA legal department
will, in a timely manner, request
from FIFA the grounds for the
reviewable rulings in order to file
appeals with the governing body’s
appeal committee, while retain-
ing the future option of appealing
tothe CAS as afinal recourse,” the
federation said in a statement.

jected an aura of calm on Friday.

“We've been dealing with this
all of last season,” Eberl said.
“We’ve worked with it, we’ve han-
dled it, and now it’s a situation
where a young person is suddenly
confronted with this out of noth-
ing - a situation we are helping
him navigate.”

Kompany said Musiala is being
left out of his squad for the Ger-
man Supercup match at Borussia
Dortmund because of the extra at-
tention on the player, but that eve-
ryone at the club is relaxed about
his condition as “we’ve been deal-
ing with this for along time.”

“The initial shock happened a

Suarez and Simunic cases
In 2014, Sudrez was banned from
all football for four months, in-
cluding for his new club Barce-
lona, and eight more competition
games for Uruguay for biting Italy
defender Giorgio Chiellini in a
World Cup group stage game in
Brazil.

Paredes’ 10-game ban equals
that in 2013 for Josip Simunic
of Croatia after winning a World
Cup qualifying playoff.

Simunic used a megaphone to
lead fans chanting a slogan used
by the country’s pro-Nazi regime
during World War II.

The on-field clashes at last
month’s final in East Ruther-
ford, New Jersey — which were
charged by FIFA as assault cases
— came after Argentina lost a tes-
ty final to Spain where they were
mostly outplayed and barely cre-
ated a scoring chance.

FIFA disciplinary judges also
ordered Argentina to play their
next home game in a stadium lim-
ited to 50% of capacity. FIFA de-
ferred a second stadium sanction
and a $100,000 for probationary
periods. - Agencies

long time’

while ago,” Kompany said. “Since
then, we've gathered much more
information, gained a far better
understanding of the situation,
and made every decision based
on the best possible advice from
top experts ... we're past the stage
where this is a major topic of in-
ternal discussion.”

Kompany said the speculation
from outside was normal because
Musiala’s condition had only just
become public. “I just spoke to Ja-
mal. He said, “Vinnie, no problem,
you can mention it.” But he made a
change to his treatment, and that
had some side effects,” the Bayern
coach said. - Agencies
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Tiafoe downs_l\/Iusetti
to set up Nakashima
clash in semi-final

CINCINNATI: Frances Tiafoe
overcame Lorenzo Musetti 7-6(2)
7-5 on Friday to reach the Cincin-
nati Open semi-finals, setting up
an all-American clash with Bran-
don Nakashima as the US Open
approaches.

Tiafoe needed more than two
hours and four match points to
complete the win over 10th seed
Musetti on a humid night in
Ohio, with nearby thunderstorms
threatening but never interrupt-
ing play. Tiafoe, seeking to revive a
summer disrupted by early exits in
Washington and Montreal as well
as a wrist injury, played aggres-
sively throughout, firing 18 win-
ners before sealing victory with an
unreturnable serve.

Tiafoe owns a 6-1 career record
against Nakashima but will face a
player in confident form after Na-
kashima rallied from a break down
in [{the deciding set to beat fellow
American and sixth seed Taylor
Fritz 7-6(9) 4-6 6-3.

Nakashima has now reached the
last four at back-to-back Masters
1000 events after his run in Mon-
treal last week, capping another
impressive turnaround on the
North American hard courts ahead
of'the U.S. Open, which starts later
this month.

Nakashima, who came into the
match with a 1-4 record against

—

Fritz, edged a tight first set, with
both players dominant on serve
as the match went to a thrilling
tiebreak. After trading leads and
mini-breaks, Nakashima finally
converted his fifth set point when
Fritz sent a ball just long.

Fritz responded strongly, using
aggressive returning to break Na-
kashima early in the second before
closing out the set with an ace to
force a decider.

Fritz capitalised on his oppo-
nent’s unforced errors to break
serve and move ahead 3-2 in the
decider, but the momentum swung
back almost immediately as Na-
kashima recovered from 30-0
down to convert his second break
point of the match and level at 3-3.

Nakashima then won the final
three games as Fritz’s errors ac-
cumulated and the 27th seed’s
confidence continued to grow,
serving out a win that extended the
hottest run of his career and gave
him his fourth top-10 victory of the
season.

Also seventh seed Flavio Cobolli
recovered from a sluggish start to
beat home favourite Tommy Paul
2-6 6-3 6-4 and reach his first ATP
Masters 1000 semi-final.

His opponent will be Arthur Fils
after the Frenchman swept past
Argentina’s Thiago Agustin Ti-
rante 6-3 6-2. - Agencies

Russell wins Dutch GP
sprint race from pole

Ferrari’s Charles
Leclerc took second
ahead of Lando
Norris at Zandvoort

ZANDVOORT: Mercedes’
George Russell led from start to
finish to win the sprint race at the
Dutch Grand Prix on Saturday.

Russell led a train of four cars
for the entirety of the race but was
always able to keep his pursuers at
arm’s length.

Ferrari’'s  Charles  Leclerc
passed McLaren’s Lando Norris
with six laps to go to take second
ahead of'the world champion, who
fended off a late attack from Mer-
cedes’ Kimi Antonelli.

Russell’s win cuts his deficit in
the championship to Antonelli to
56 points, with Lewis Hamilton
in second place. The seven-time
champion, who finished seventh
behind McLaren’s Oscar Piastri
and Red Bull’'s Max Verstappen,
is three points ahead of Russell in
the championship.

Russell was in control of the
race throughout. Norris followed
him closely in the opening phases,
often within a second of the Mer-
cedes and looking quicker.

But after eight laps Norris radi-
oed his team to say he had no rear
grip and he began to lose time to
the Mercedes and fall back into
the clutches of Leclerc.

The Ferrari driver had chosen
the soft tyres for the sprint, rather
than the mediums of the other
front-runners. But rather than
losing his tyres as the race went
on, Leclerc grew stronger in his
pursuit of Norris and was able to
pass into Tarzan, the first corner,
on lap 18 of 24. Russell said: “As
soon as I saw Charles behind, I
dropped the hammer a bit and the
two of us pulled away.”

Russell’s only concern was the
weather. Rain was forecast to fall
two laps from the end. As it hap-
pened, it did not come until after
the chequered flag, as the drivers
completed their slowing down
laps, but it was heavy enough that
it would have made the end of the
race eventful had it come sooner.

Norris now had to concentrate
on holding off Antonelli. The

Italian was 0.3secs behind the
McLaren crossing the line into
the last lap, but although he feint-
ed a move into Tarzan, he was not
close enough to make it work.

Norris said: “I don’t think it was
the tyres. We lacked pace and we
have a bit of work to do.

Bejlek continues dream run, to meet Gauff next

CINCINNATI: Czech Sara Be-
jlek continued her stunning run at
the Cincinnati Open as she upset
American Madison Keys to reach
her first WTA 1000 semi-final,
where she will face fourth seed
Coco Gauft.

Unseeded Bejlek, 20, has now
beaten three major champions on
her run to the last four, after tak-
ing the scalps of world No.1 Aryna
Sabalenk in the fourth round and
Barbora Krejcikova earlier in the
tournament.

ShebeatKeys3-6,6-4,7-6 (7-5)
in the quarter-finals as she seeks
her second WTA title, having
won the Abu Dhabi Open in Feb-
ruary.

Bejlek was a set down and trail-
ing 3-1 in the second set when she
won five of the next six games to
level the match and then fought
back from 4-2 down in the decisive
tie-break to win in two hours and
37 minutes.

The world No. 35 said: “We had
a kind of big talk with my team a
couple of weeks ago, and since that
moment I feel that it’s going quite
well and I'm getting better in the
believing in myself and improving
also physically on the court.”

Gauff’s net play

reaping rewards

American Gauff beat Ukraine’s
10th-seeded Marta Kostyuk 6-2
6-2 to reach her third consecu-
tive semi-final, having lost in
the last four at Wimbledon and
the Canadian Open earlier this
month.

Gaulff said she has changed tac-
tics and is going to the net more
which is reaping rewards.

“I didn’t realise how good I was
at it until Wimbledon,” Gauff said.

“Everyone has been telling me
to come to the net more. Actu-
ally, Chris Evert has been texting
me sometimes to come to the net
more.

“And I tell her yeah, I'm going to,
and then I just don’t. I finally did
at Wimbledon and I won so many
points that way.

“And obviously here, there’s just
abig difference when you're able to
finish the point at the net.”

World No.3 Jessica Pegula sur-
vived a stirring fightback from
Amanda Anisimova to win 6-4
2-6 7-6(4) and reach the Cincin-
nati Open semi-finals, while Iga
Swiatek also advanced when Elena
Rybakina retired injured. - agencies

Two-time world champ Tete shot dead outside home

JOHANNESBURG: Two-time
world boxing champion Zolani
Tete was shot dead outside his
home in South Africa on Friday.

The 38-year-old was killed in
what has been described as an am-
bush in Mdantsane, Eastern Cape
on Friday.

Officials said Tete was in his
car waiting for the gate to his
house to open when two armed
suspects in balaclavas emerged
from a vehicle and fired “multiple

shots” at him and a 27-year-old
female passenger, who remains
in hospital.

South Africa’s minister of sport,
arts and culture, Gayton McKen-
zie, said: “South Africa has lost
one of the finest fighters it has ever
produced.”

The two suspects fled the scene
and a major investigation has been
launched, McKenzie added.

Tete held the WBO bantam-
weight title from 2017 to 2019, as

well as the IBF super-flyweight
title in 2014.

Tete beat Liverpool’s Paul Butler
in 2015 in one of the eight times he
fought in the United Kingdom.

He also holds a Guinness World
Record for the fastest knockout in
a title fight, ending his match with
Siboniso Gonya inside 11 seconds
in 2017.

Tete last fought in July 2022,
beating Briton Jason Cunningham
by knockout In London, but it was

later ruled a no-contest after he
failed a drugs test.

He tested positive for anabolic
steroid stanozolol and was given a
four-year ban by the UK Anti-Dop-
ing Agency.

His ban ended on 29 July, 2026
and after his death, manager Mla
Tengimfene confirmed he had
been training for a comeback fight.

Tete had 29 wins in 34 fights,
with four losses and one no-con-
test. - Agencies

“We've been losing out in the
first three corners all weekend.
The car’s very good in high speed
[corners] but nowhere near good
enough in the slow corners. You
can’t over-push in the high-speed
in the race. You have to look after
the tyres.”

Piastri lacked the pace of the
lead group and fell back fell back
progressively as the race devel-
oped, but he was just able to hold
off Verstappen on the final lap,
crossing the line 0.3secs ahead,
with Hamilton close behind the
Red Bull - Agencies
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Sinner rules himself
out of US Open 2026

LONDON: World No.l Jannik
Sinner on Friday confirmed that
he will not be taking part in the
US Open 2026 owing to an injury
which needs more time to heal.
“Even though I have been
working hard with my team and
my medical staff, we have now
had to make the difficult decision
that I will not be able to compete
at the US Open this year,” Sinner
said in a statement posted on X.
“We have been back on court in
Monte Carlo over the last couple
of days and have realised that I
still need more time to recover

from my right knee issue. I'm
obviously very sad and disap-
pointed, as New York has a spe-
cial place in my heart,” the Italian
added.

Sinner had finished runner-up
in the 2025 edition after losing to
rival Carlos Alcaraz 2-6, 6-3, 1-6,
4-6.

Alcaraz, meanwhile, confirmed
that he will return to action at
the US Open after missing four
months of action with a wrist in-
jury.

The US Open runs from August
23 to September 13. - agencies
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Tourism and culture festival
launched to mark Qixi Festival
An aerial drone photo shows a

view of the tourism and culture
festival themed on floating lanterns
for the Qixi Festival, also known

as Chinese Valentine’s Day, in
Rongchang District of southwest
China’s Chongging Municipality. The
tourism and culture festival features
a concert, a parade and various
performances including molten iron

fireworks and bamboo raft shows.
Xinhua

A glimpse of
sika deer in
Heilongjiang’s
nature reserve
Sika deer are
pictured at the
Xiandongshan
sika deer national
nature reserve

in Qigihar,
northeast China’s
Heilongjiang
Province. xinhua
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BC Fast & Furriest
Races held at Town
Centre Park in British

- kotak i Solitaire i Lol Columbia, Canada

%/ ¥otak Mahing - - > o . A corgi competes during
g -z the BC Fast & Furriest

E < Races at Town Centre
' ‘ ; Park in Coquitlam, British

Columbia, Canada. xinhua

Bollywood actor Anil Kapoor attends
the screening of the re-release of the
film “1942: A Love Story’

Bollywood actor Anil Kapoor attends the
screening of the re-release of the Indian
Hindi-language romantic drama film ‘1942:
A Love Story’, in Mumbai. anphote

Festival of Folk Arts held in
Budapest, Hungary

An artist plays a traditional horn
during the Festival of Folk Arts at
Buda Castle in Budapest, Hungary.
The annual festival showcases
traditional Hungarian crafts and
folk art as part of the celebration of
Hungarian cultural heritage. xinhua

DR Congo receives
1st batch of Ebola
vaccine doses as
outbreak kills over
2,500

Roger Kamba (left, front),
health minister of the
Democratic Republic

of the Congo (DRC),
receives the first batch
of Ebola vaccine doses in
Kinshasa, DRC. xinhua

Sprint Qualifying session of 2026
F1 Dutch Grand Prix

Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc of Monaco
competes during the Sprint Qualifying
session of the 2026 Formula One Dutch
Grand Prix at the Zandvoort Circuit in
Zandvoort, the Netherlands. xinhua




TO CONTINUE
READING THE
FULL EDITION,
PLEASE

. FoLLow
OUR OFFICIAL
WHATSAPP
CHANNEL


https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029VbCILFG3GJP5R7wZqa1T

	A00 changan deepal EN PAGE0
	A01
	A01b mmg elephant - new
	A02
	A03
	A04
	A05
	A06
	A07
	A08
	B01
	B02
	B03
	B04
	B05
	B06
	B07
	B08
	zback Eshhar WhatsApp Channel _ Eng-1


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




