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DRIVE JOBS, GROWTH

Labour Forum

adopts measures

to strengthen
governance,
modernise legislation
and unlock
opportunities in

emerging sectors

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman has charted a
roadmap to build a more flexible
and future-ready labour market,
with a focus on strengthening
governance, improving legisla-
tion and supporting promising
economic sectors, including arts,
entertainment and recreation.

The roadmap was adopted at
the conclusion of the labour mar-
ket laboratories organised as part
of the third edition of the Labour
Forum, held under the patronage
of Dr. Mahad Said Ba’Owain, Min-
ister of Labour.

The laboratories focused on
enhancing the efficiency of the
labour market system, raising the
effectiveness of policies and regu-
lations, and identifying future op-
portunities that support econom-
ic diversification in line with the
objectives of Oman Vision 2040.

The Minister highlighted the
importance of developing the
arts, entertainment and recrea-
tion sector, describing it as one

1 '\‘

of the promising sectors with sig-
nificant investment potential. He
said the sector can contribute to
diversifying the national econo-
my, creating new employment op-
portunities and increasing value-
added contributions.

He stressed that the growth
of the sector requires an inte-
grated regulatory framework
that matches the nature of its
activities, improves operational
efficiency and strengthens com-
petitiveness. As the sector be-
comes increasingly connected to
commerecial, financial and invest-
ment activities targeting regional

TOP THREE INSIDE STORIES

Oman-Nepal Business
Forum held in Muscat

Oman-Nepal Business
1Forum, organised by Oman

Chamber of Commerce and
Industry discussed partnership
and investment opportunities
between Oman and Nepal in the
sectors of trade, investment, food
security, water, beverages and
traditional industries. >A2

‘Kids Time’ at Awgad
Park in Khareef Dhofar

Awaqad Park, which hosts
2 the “Kids Time” activities,
is offering visitors a
diverse array of entertainment,

educational, and cultural
activities during the Khareef
Dhofar (monsoon) season. >A3

Number of SMES in Al
Buraimi exceeds 2,700

The number of SMEs
3 registered in Al Buraimi
Governorate reached
2,708 by the end of 2025. Among
these SMEs, 2,199 enterprises

areregistered in Riyada
database.>B1

and global markets, he said there
is aneed to enhance its legislative
and regulatory environment and
strengthen coordination among
relevant government entities.

The Minister said the develop-
ment of labour legislation is based
on aparticipatory approach involv-
ing government institutions, em-
ployers and workers, with coopera-
tion from the Ministry of Justice
and Legal Affairs. This approach,
he noted, helps update regula-
tions and ministerial decisions in
line with economic developments
while balancing the interests of all
production partners. >A5
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Beware! Travel scams on the rise

Times News Service

MUSCAT: A growing wave of so-
phisticated online travel scams is
targeting travellers from Oman,
with cybercriminals using fake
airline, hotel and transport book-
ing websites to steal banking de-
tails, personal information and
payments, cybersecurity experts
have warned.

While many residents are now
returning from their summer va-
cations, overseas travel continues
throughout the year, making fake
booking scams an increasingly
persistent threat.

Experts say fraudsters exploit
the trust people place in well-
known travel brands, using con-
vincing phishing websites, fraud-
ulent payment portals and bogus
compensation offers to trick un-
suspecting travellers.

Global cybersecurity company
Kaspersky said cybercriminals are
increasingly impersonating lead-

e

ing airlines, ride-hailing services
and online booking platforms to
lure victims into revealing sensi-
tive financial information.

270,000 attack attempts
According to Kaspersky, its se-

curity solutions detected nearly
270,000 cyberattack attempts
linked to popular travel brands
between 2025 second quarter and
first quarter of 2026 worldwide.

Airlines and transport com-
panies accounted for the largest
share of attacks, with cybercrimi-
nals creating fake websites and
phishing campaigns designed to
mimic legitimate services.

Researchers said most of the
threats involved Trojan malware,
including banking Trojans capa-
ble of stealing financial creden-
tials and giving attackers direct
access to victims’ bank accounts.

One scam identified by Kasper-
sky impersonated European
budget airline Ryanair, falsely
informing travellers they were
eligible for flight compensation.
Victims were urged to act within
seconds by entering account
credentials or paying a small
“processing fee” to receive the
refund. >A2
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Oman and

Nepal explore

investment partnerships

The forum was
attended by a number
of businessmen and
businesswomen

from the two friendly
countries and was
held at the Chamber’s

headquarters in

Muscat
Times News Service
MUSCAT: The Oman-Nepal

Business Forum, organised by the
Oman Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (OCCI), explored part-
nership and investment opportu-
nities in the sectors of trade and
investment, food security, water
and beverages, and handicrafts and
traditional industries between the
Sultanate of Oman and the Federal
Democratic Republic of Nepal.

The forum was attended by
a number of businessmen and
businesswomen from the two
friendly countries and was held
at the Chamber’s headquarters
in Muscat.

The forum aimed to strength-
en communication between the
business communities of the two
friendly countries, explore availa-
ble trade and investment opportu-
nities, and examine the potential
for establishing partnerships and
joint ventures across a number of
targeted economic sectors.

Salim bin Said Al Alawi, Direc-
tor General of the Board Affairs
and International Cooperation
Sector at the OCCI, said that the
organisation of the forum stems
from the Chamber’s belief that the

private sector is a key partner in
building economic relations and
promoting mutual interests be-
tween countries, and that direct
engagement among business lead-
ers is the first step towards iden-
tifying opportunities, exchanging
expertise, and establishing sus-
tainable partnerships capable of
creating added value for the na-
tional economy.

Al Alawi explained that the se-
lection of water and beverages,
food security, trade and invest-
ment, and handicrafts and tradi-
tional industries as the forum’s
main themes reflects the diversity
of promising opportunities that
can bring together business lead-
ers from the Sultanate of Oman
and the Federal Democratic Re-
public of Nepal and open broad
horizons for cooperation and
partnership.

These sectors provide opportu-
nities for the exchange of exper-
tise, the transfer of modern tech-
nologies, and the promotion of
investment in water management,

food production and processing,
logistics services, trade, and in-
vestment partnerships, thereby
contributing to economic devel-
opment and sustainability.

For his part, Bishesh Kumar
Sah, Chargé d’Affaires of the Em-
bassy of the Federal Democratic
Republic of Nepal to the Sultanate
of Oman, emphasised the impor-
tance of the forum in strengthen-
ing economic and trade relations
between the two friendly coun-
tries. He noted that direct com-
munication between business
leaders provides valuable oppor-
tunities to identify areas of coop-
eration and investment and to es-
tablish sustainable partnerships
that serve mutual interests.

He also praised the strengths
and opportunities available in
both the Sultanate of Oman and
the Federal Democratic Repub-
lic of Nepal that can be built
upon to expand cooperation be-
tween the private sectors of the
two countries.

He further stressed the impor-
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tance of continuing to organise
economic meetings and events
that contribute to opening new
channels for trade and investment
exchange, enhancing the pres-
ence of products and services in
the markets of both countries, and
encouraging the establishment of
joint ventures.

The forum also featured a num-
ber of presentations. Shurooq bint
Hamad Al Farsi, Deputy Director
of the Sectoral Committees De-
partment at the OCCI, delivered
a presentation entitled “Explor-
ing the Omani Market from the
Private Sector Perspective”, high-
lighting the key economic and in-
vestment advantages that make
the Sultanate of Oman an attrac-
tive investment destination.

She reviewed the Sultanate’s
key economic indicators and stra-
tegic geographical location, not-
ing that Oman serves as a gateway
linking Gulf markets with Asia
and Africa and enjoys direct ac-
cess to the Arabian Sea and the

Indian Ocean, enhancing its con-
nectivity to major markets such
as India, China, South Korea, Pa-
kistan and Singapore, in addition
to African markets. She also high-
lighted Oman’s Free Trade Agree-
ment with the United States,
which provides investors with a
competitive advantage in access-
ing the US market.

Mr. Govinda Prasad Ghimire,
President of the Federation of Ex-
port Entrepreneurs Nepal (FEEN)
and Head of the Nepalese Trade
Delegation, delivered a presenta-
tion on opportunities to enhance
trade and investment cooperation
with the Sultanate of Oman.

He stressed the importance
of building long-term strategic
partnerships between the Om-
ani and Nepalese private sec-
tors to diversify bilateral trade,
encourage joint investments,
and develop value chains across
promising sectors.

He also highlighted a number
of Nepalese products with strong
potential for the Omani market,
including handmade crafts and
jewellery inspired by Nepalese
heritage and culture, specialty
coffee, tea, organic vegetables
and spices, cardamom, ginger and
pepper, as well as herbal products,
natural supplements, essential
oils, natural honey, and health and
wellness products.

On the sidelines of the forum,
B2B meetings were held between
businessmen and businesswomen
from the Sultanate of Oman and
the Federal Democratic Republic
of Nepal.

The meetings explored oppor-
tunities for trade and investment
cooperation, identified areas of
mutual interest, and examined the
potential for establishing partner-
ships and joint ventures, thereby
strengthening direct engagement
between the private sectors of
the two friendly countries and
supporting the development of
Oman-Nepal economic and trade
relations.

Accommodation
booking platforms
also an easy target

< FROM Kaspersky stressed that
A legitimate airlines do not
ask customers to make
upfront payments to pro-
cess compensation claims.

Accommodation booking plat-
forms have also become a major
target. Kaspersky recorded more
than 5,400 attack attempts involv-
ing hotel and travel booking servic-
es during the same period.

In one case, fraudsters created
a convincing fake Booking.com
payment page where travellers
unknowingly entered their per-
sonal and banking details. Many
discovered the deception only af-
ter arriving at their destination to
find that no reservation had ever
been made.

“Travel brands sit at a unique
intersection of trust, urgency and
payment activity, making them
highly attractive to cybercrimi-
nals,” said Evgeny Kuskov, Lead
Security Researcher at Kaspersky.

Cybersecurity experts advise
travellers to make bookings only
through official websites or trusted
mobile applications, carefully ver-
ify website addresses before mak-
ing payments, avoid clicking on
unsolicited travel offers received
through email, SMS or messaging
apps, and never carry out financial
transactions over unsecured pub-
lic Wi-Finetworks.

CPA warning

In Oman, the Consumer Protec-
tion Authority (CPA) has also
urged the public to remain alert
against electronic fraud by verify-
ing the authenticity of websites
before submitting complaints or
conducting online transactions.

In an awareness advisory, the
authority said users should ensure
that official government websites
begin with “https” and end with
“gov.om”, confirming they belong
to authorised government entities
in Oman.

It stressed that complaints and
reports should be submitted only
through its official portal and
warned that even minor changes
in a website address could indicate
a phishing attempt.

RIA to organise Research
Skills Forum on 8 August

MUSCAT: Acting in partnership
with the Arab Open University,
the Research and Innovation Au-
thority (RIA) will organise the 5th
Research Skills Forum from 8 to
20 August 2026.

The forum will see the par-
ticipation of 100 male and female
postgraduate researchers from
higher education institutions in
the Sultanate of Oman.

Titled “Advanced Analysis of
Statistical Data”, the 5th edition
of the forum seeks to enable par-
ticipants to use modern statistical
methods in a manner that amelio-
rates the quality of research out-
puts and enhances opportunities
for the publication of the research
papers in peer-reviewed scholarly
journals.

The forum includes an inten-
sive training programme on the
use of Statistical Analysis Soft-
ware (SPSS) and its applications.

The progamme also covers
mechanisms for importing data
from electronic questionnaires,

in addition to exploring the role
of artificial intelligence (AI) tech-
nologies in advanced statistical
analysis.

The forum aims to provide re-
searchers with advanced skills
that keep pace with the goals of
Oman Vision 2040, which places
education, research and innova-

tion among its national priorities.

The forum furnishes a platform
for graduate students and faculty
members to exchange experienc-
es, supports cooperation among
higher education institutions and
develops the participants’ criti-
cal thinking and communication
skills. — ona

Restoration works on Al Sadd
Tower in Al Awabil completed

AL AWABI: The Ministry of
Heritage and Tourism has com-
pleted the restoration works on
Al Sadd Tower in the Wilayat
of Al Awabi, South Al Batinah
Governorate, as part of its ongo-
ing efforts to preserve historical
landmarks and safeguard their ar-
chitectural value. This initiative
aims to ensure the sustainability
of'these structures as civilization-
al witnesses embodying the his-
torical depth and cultural legacy
of'the Sultanate of Oman.
Situated along the main road
of Al Awabi, Al Sadd Tower was
constructed atop a rocky outcrop
using stone and clay, featuring a
circular design that reflects the
traditional architectural charac-

teristics distinctive to the region.
The restoration works encom-
passed structural reinforcement
of'the tower, strengthening of wall
foundations, enhancement of
stone base elements, crack treat-

]

ment, and the reconstruction of
sections of the walls using stone
and saruj (traditional lime-based
mortar), thereby preserving the
authenticity and architectural
character of the landmark. — ona
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MUSCAT: The Middle Corridor,
also known as the Trans-Caspian
International Transport Route
(TITR), is a strategic trade and
transport corridor that connects
Asia and Europe via the Caspian
Sea region. The Middle Corridor
continues to strengthen its posi-
tion as one of the most promising
regional connectivity initiatives
across Eurasia.

The Republic of Azerbaijan lies
atthe heart of this corridor and has
firmly established itself as a pivot-
al hub for transportation, logistics,
and freight transit. Through sus-
tained investmentsin transportin-
frastructure, multimodal logistics
services, digital trade facilitation,
and port development, Azerbaijan
has significantly strengthened its
role as a reliable gateway connect-
ing East and West.

His Excellency Ilham Aliyeyv,
President of the Republic of Azer-
baijan, has consistently empha-
sized that the development of in-
ternational transport corridors is
one of the country’s strategic pri-
orities. Under hisleadership, Azer-
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35 stucle}lts ffom 17
countries complete
course in Arabic

MANAH: The Sultan Qaboos
Institute for Teaching Ara-
bic to Non-Native Speakers on
Wednesday held a ceremony at
its headquarters in the Wilayat of
Manah, Governorate of Al Dakh-
iliyah, to mark the conclusion of
its 62nd course.

The 7-week course included
an academic and cultural pro-
gramme that was attended by 35
male and female students repre-
senting 17 countries of the world.

The ceremony included a
poem in French translated into
Arabic and a presentation titled
“Artificial Intelligence and its
application in learning”, by a stu-
dent named Merdina from Bru-

All public

baijan has made substantial in-
vestments in expanding its railway

and highway networks, the Port of

Baku, and logistics infrastructure,
while actively promoting regional
connectivity and international
cooperation. These efforts have
further consolidated Azerbaijan’s
position as one of the most reliable
transportation and logistics hubs
across the Eurasian region.

In parallel, the Sultanate of
Oman, under the leadership of

His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik — may God protect and pre-
serve him — continues to advance
the objectives of “Oman Vision
2040,” which places economic di-
versification and enhancing the
competitiveness of productive and
service sectors among its national
priorities. The transport and logis-
tics sector is considered one of the
key enablers for achieving these
objectives, leveraging the Sultan-
ate’s strategic maritime location
and advanced infrastructure.

The ports of Sohar, Dugm, and
Salalah play complementary roles
in facilitating maritime trade

94

nei Darussalam.

The ceremony also included a
poem in Persian translated into
Arabic and the screening of a film
titled “Harvest of the Course”
that outlined salient features
of the 62nd course—its educa-
tional programmes, its cultural
activities and its field trips that
enriched the experience of the
students.

Suleiman bin Said Al Siyabi,
Director of Administrative and
Financial Affairs at the Sultan
Qaboos Higher Centre for Cul-
ture and Science, Royal Court,
distributed certificates to the stu-
dents of the 62nd course and the
language partners. — ona

requests

through Tajawob
platform resolved

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman’s Civil De-
fence and Ambulance Author-
ity (CDAA) achieved a 100%
response and completion rate
for all public requests submitted
through its Tajawob electronic
platform during July 2026, un-
derscoring its commitment to ef-
ficient public service and citizen
engagement.

According to the authority’s
monthly report, the platform re-
ceived a total of 19 requests dur-
ing the month. These included
seven inquiries, six suggestions,
four reports, and two complaints.
All requests were addressed and

completed, resulting in a full
100% completion rate across
every category. The Tajawob
platform serves as a digital com-
munication channel between the
public and the CDAA, enabling
users to submitinquiries, reports,
complaints and suggestions on-
line. The initiative is part of the
authority’s broader efforts to im-
prove transparency, enhance ser-
vice quality and strengthen com-
munity participation through
digital transformation.

The CDAA continues to en-
courage members of the public to
use the platform to communicate
their feedback and contribute to
the ongoing development.

flows and connecting the Gulf
markets with the Indian Ocean,
East Africa, the Indian subconti-
nent, and international markets.
Furthermore, the economic and
free zones, along with the logistics
ecosystem associated with these
ports, enhance the Sultanate of
Oman’s capacity to attract invest-
ments and provide transportation,
storage, and re-export services.
‘When the necessary conditions

are in place, this integration could
support the movement of goods
between the Gulf region and the
Indian Ocean on one hand, and
the markets of Central Asia and
the South Caucasus on the other,
through multimodal transport
routes. This vision is based on lev-
eraging potential points of conver-
gence between the maritime, land,
and rail networks connecting the
two regions.

Although this model remains
largely at the stage of a future-ori-
ented vision, it reflects the grow-
ing opportunities available to en-
hance connectivity between the
Gulf region and the Caspian Sea
basin. Expanding cooperation in
the areas of logistics services, cus-
toms procedures, digital transport
solutions, and port management
could gradually contribute to the
establishment of more efficient,
resilient, and sustainable trans-
portlinks.

In recent years, the Republic
of Azerbaijan and the Sultanate
of Oman have demonstrated a
shared commitment to enhancing
bilateral cooperation in the fields
of transport, logistics, invest-
ment, renewable energy, trade, and
digital connectivity. The growing
political dialogue and expanding
economic partnership provide a
strong foundation for exploring
new areas of cooperation, particu-
larly within the framework of re-
gional connectivity initiatives.

Looking ahead, deepening co-
operation between Azerbaijan

and the Sultanate of Oman in the
transport sector holds significant
potential to diversify regional sup-
ply chains, improve transport ef-
ficiency, enhance trade resilience,
and create new investment op-
portunities. By combining Oman’s
maritime advantages with Azer-
baijan’s strategic land transport
infrastructure, the two countries
can contribute to building a more
integrated, sustainable, and resil-
ient connectivity network linking
Asia, the Middle East, and Europe.

As Azerbaijan and the Sultanate
of Oman continue to deepen their
strategic partnership, cooperation
in the transport and logistics sec-
tors could become one of the key
pillars shaping bilateral economic
relations. By leveraging their re-
spective geographic advantages
and the complementary and inte-
grated infrastructure of both coun-
tries, Azerbaijan and Oman have
the potential to make a significant
contribution to the development of
amore interconnected, diversified,
and sustainable Eurasian trans-
port network.

Awqgad Park brings

The park has been
meticulously
designed to offer

an integrated
experience that
seamlessly
combines learning
and entertainment
within an interactive
environment tailored
for children and their

families in Salalah

SALALAH: Public parks and
gardens rank among the premier
destinations attracting families
and visitors during Khareef Dho-
far (monsoon) season, offering a
diverse array of entertainment,
educational, and cultural activities
catering to all age groups.

These initiatives are part of
Dhofar Municipality’s ongoing ef-
forts to deliver high-quality expe-
riences that enrich the season and
enhance its touristic allure.

In this context, Ameen Rabi Al
Amri, Head of the Subcommittee
for Parks and Recreational Ar-
eas Events at Dhofar Municipal-
ity, stated that Awqgad Park, which
hosts the “Kids Time” activities,
stands as one of the flagship rec-
reational and educational projects
of the season.

The park has been meticulously
designed to offer an integrated ex-
perience that seamlessly combines
learning and entertainment within
an interactive environment tai-
lored for children and their fami-
lies. He explained that this year’s
park features the “Children’s Uni-
versity” activity, through which
children engage in a simulated uni-
versity experience spanning eight
academic faculties.

The journey begins with regis-
tration and admission, followed
by familiarisation with academic
systems and study methodologies,
before progressing through both
theoretical and practical compo-
nents, culminating in an official
graduation ceremony where par-
ticipants receive a certificate of
program completion.

Elaborating on the university
concept, Al Amri noted its direct
integration with the interactive
cities dispersed throughout the
park, where children apply their
acquired knowledge in practical,
profession-simulating  environ-
ments. For instance, graduates of
the Faculty of Media transition to
the Talent and Media City, where
they engage in hands-on experi-

ences including news broadcast-
ing, on-camera presentations, and
work within miniature studios
specifically designed to suit chil-
dren.

He added that graduates of the
Faculty of Arts participate in di-
verse activities encompassing
theater, singing, painting, and face
painting, while the Engineering
City, affiliated with the Faculty
of Engineering, offers interactive
programs and games introducing
children to fundamental princi-
ples of construction and build-
ing, alongside simplified and safe
equipment usage—complete with
engineering attire and safety
gear—thereby reinforcing learning
through practical application.

Al Amri noted that the experi-

s fun-filled learning to
% kids at Khareef Dhofar

ence extends to other cities, in-
cluding the Pilots’ City, the Future
City—which features commerce
and medicine-related activities—
and the Sports City. He empha-
sized that all these cities are de-
signed as practical extensions of
the educational curricula within
the Children’s University, solidi-
fying the concept of experiential
learning and providing children
with a rich experience that fuses
knowledge with enjoyment. The
park also features playgrounds,
green spaces, fountains, illumi-
nated structures, as well as a food
courtandrestareas, creating an in-
tegrated environment where fami-
lies can enjoy quality time while
children participate in various ac-
tivities and programmes. — ona
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Al Hamra house of honey enriches tourist
experience; reflects Omani cultural heritage

Al Misfah House of
Honey has emerged
as a distinctive
attraction that
introduces visitors
to Oman’s heritage
in beekeeping and
authentic local

products

AL HAMRA: The tourism sector
in the Sultanate of Oman has wit-
nessed remarkable engagement
from the youth, leveraging local
resources to deliver innovative
tourism experiences that reflect
the nation’s cultural identity. Nu-
merous youth-led projects have
succeeded in presenting tourism
models that seamlessly blend
recreation and entertainment
with the preservation of cultural
heritage.

In a move that further enriches
the tourism experience, Al Misfah
House of Honey in the village of
Misfat Al Abriyeen in the Wilayat
of Al Hamra, has emerged as a
distinctive attraction that intro-
duces visitors to Oman’s heritage
in beekeeping and authentic local
products. With the growing tour-
ist footfall in Misfat Al Abriyeen,
the establishment has become an
essential stop on visitors’ itiner-
aries, offering insights into tradi-
tional mountain beekeeping prac-
tices and showcasing the superior
quality of Omani honey. Through
an interactive experience that
underscores the deep connection
between this heritage and Oman’s
natural environment, the project
significantly enhances the appeal
of rural tourism across the Sul-
tanate of Oman.

Ali Mohammed Al Abri, the
founder, noted that the apiary was
established in 2015, coinciding
with the rising number of visitors
to Misfat Al Abriyeen. The pri-
mary objective was to familiarise
tourists with the traditional bee-
keeping heritage of mountainous
regions through comprehensive
explanations of breeding and
production methods, alongside a

curated display of Omani honey
products.

Al Abri further explained that
the apiary currently houses ap-
proximately 340 beehives, en-
compassing both modern hives,
wooden boxes, and traditional
palm-trunk hives—a model that
harmoniously blends ancestral
and contemporary beekeep-
ing techniques. The facility of-

el

fers a diverse range of natural
honey varieties, including Samr
(Acacia) honey, Sidr (Ziziphus)
honey, and herb honey, in addi-
tion to distinctive seasonal pro-
ductions. Annually, beehives are
transported to Dhofar Governo-
rate during the flowering season
of frankincense trees in April
to produce Omani frankincense
honey, which enjoys strong de-

period ended 30 June 2026.

Net asset value (RO)
Number of units

Net asset value per unit (RO)
Dividend paid per unit (RO)

Investment Manager Report

For the six-month period ended 30 June 2026

On behalf of the Fund Management Board, | am pleased to present
the financial results of the Ahli Global Equity Fund for the six-month

Net profit for the period (RO)

Fund Performance

Market Performance

resilient economic activity,

resilient.

Market Outlook

interest

valuations.

©

ahli islamic

The investment environment remains favourable over the medium
term, although the balance of risks has become more even. Inflation,
rate expectations and geopolitical
expected to remain the principal drivers of market direction. Portfolio
positioning continues to emphasise businesses with durable
competitive advantages, sustainable earnings growth and strong
balance sheets, while maintaining selective exposure to long-term
structural themes and high-quality GCC companies. Periods of
market volatility are expected to create opportunities to deploy

The Fund returned 7.7% during the first half of 2026, outperforming
its benchmark return of 1.8%. Returns were primarily attributable to
stock selection, with CHPX, Rasan, Eli Lilly, Presight and ELM making
the largest positive contribution. This more than offset weaker
performance from Sulaiman Al Habib, Abraj, AMAK, Saudi Awwal
Bank and Etihad Etisalat. International holdings accounted for the
majority of gains, while allocations to the UAE and Saudi Arabia also
contributed positively. Technology was the largest contributor at the
sector level, followed by Industrials and Financials.

ahliGlCbal
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
AS AT 30 JUNE 2026

30-06-2026 30-06-2025 31-12-2025
3,727,652 3,282,399 RO RO RO
4,079,723 3,812,140 (Reviewed) (Unaudited) (Audited)
Assets
LI Lie) Financial assets at fair value 3,540,472 3,261,715 3,123,962
0.020 0.020 through profit or loss
Cash and cash equivalents 120,240 30,478 138,392
265,188 83,755 Amount due from brokers 81,872 3,577 3,577
Total assets 3,742,584 3,295,770 3,265,931
Liabilities
Accruals and other payables 14,141 12,694 14,395
Amount due to unitholders 791 677 672
Total liabilities 14,932 13,371 15,067
Net assets attributable
to the unitholders 3,727,652 3,282,399 3,250,864
Total liabilities and net assets
attributable to the unitholders 3,742,584 3,295,770 3,265,931
Net assets per unit attributable
to the unitholders 0.914 0.861 0.867

Global equity markets advanced over the first half of the year as
stronger
continued investment in artificial intelligence supported investor
sentiment. U.S. equities remained the principal driver of global
returns, while European markets also strengthened. Emerging market
performance was more varied, reflecting differences in domestic
economic conditions and currency movements. Within the GCC,
improving fiscal positions, resilient corporate earnings and firmer oil
prices provided support for regional markets. Volatility increased
towards the end of June following renewed geopolitical tensions in
the Middle East, although GCC markets remained comparatively

corporate earnings and

capital into fundamentally attractive businesses at more compelling

STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME
FOR THE SIX MONTHS PERIOD ENDED 30 JUNE 2026

30-06-2026 30-06-2026 30-06-2025 30-06-2025

RO RO RO RO
(6 months) (3 months) (6 months) (3 months)
(Reviewed) (Unaudited) (Audited) (Audited)
Income
Dividend income 43,146 12,911 79,173 32,531
Net unrealised gain on
financial assets at fair value
through profit or loss 210,798 321,403 169,324 (32,053)
Net realised gain/(loss) on
developments are  gglg of financial assets at fair
value through profit or loss 38,067 16,310 (130,536) 10,036
Other income 3,304 3,304 4,102 1,944
Net investment income 295,315 353,928 122,063 12,458
Expenses
Management fees (21,937) (11,301) (19,718) (9,916)
Custody fees (1,858) (1,858) (6,212) (1,472)
General and administrative
expenses (6,332) (4,615) (12,378) (4,158)
Total expenses (30,127) (17,774) (38,308) (15,546)
Profit/(loss) and total
comprehensive income/(loss)
and increase/(decrease) in net
O assets attributable to unit
holders for the period 265,188 336,154 83,755 (3,088)
[ ]
ah I | ban k Profit (loss) per unit 0.066 0.083 0.022 (0.001)
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mand among visitors. Addition-
ally, a number of hives are relo-
cated to the Ras Al Hadd in the
Wilayat of Sur for the production
of mangrove honey, renowned for
its superior quality and unique
flavour profile.

In 2025, the project underwent
significant product development
with the introduction of an ar-
ray of naturally flavoured honey
varieties, including thyme, clove,
ginger, rose, saffron, and cinna-
mon—aimed at diversifying visi-
tor options and catering to a wide
spectrum of palates.

In 2026, the project achieved
a qualitative leap with its reloca-
tion to a new location overlook-
ing Misfat Al Abriyeen village,
accompanied by an expansion of
its product line to include palm
molasses and select therapeutic
apiculture-derived products. The
site now offers guided tours with-
in the apiary, granting visitors
firsthand exposure to beekeeping
methodologies, the opportunity
to observe hive inspections un-
der expert supervision, and the
chance to capture commemora-
tive photographs—an experience
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that seamlessly integrates edu-
cation, entertainment, and direct
engagement.

Al Abri affirmed that during
the tourist season, which extends
from September through April,
the project welcomes between
2,000 and 2,500 visitors weekly,
with numbers peaking during No-
vember and December.

Al Misfah House of Honey has
become a cornerstone of the tour-
ism programs organised by travel
companies for visitors to Misfat
Al Abriyeen. It offers guests a
detailed exposition on bee biol-
ogy and honey production stages,
along with complimentary tast-
ings of various honey types.

This interactive dimension has
significantly elevated the visitor
experience, exemplifying a suc-
cessful community-based tour-
ism enterprise that harnesses
local resources and traditional
heritage to enrich tourist engage-
ment and invigorate the tourism
movement in Misfat Al Abri-
yeen—further cementing its sta-
tus as one of the premier tourist
destinations in the Sultanate of
Oman. —ona

Exhibition held for
WOIT1EenN entrepreneurs

SOHAR: Oman Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (OCCI)
branch in North Al Batinah Gov-
ernorate is hosting the first edi-
tion of an exhibition codenamed
“Makers” that features the busi-
ness initiatives of Omani women
entrepreneurs.

The exhibition, opened on
Wednesday in the Wilayat of So-
har and will run until 8 August,
is organised by the OCCI Busi-
nesswomen’s Committee in the
Governorate.

The exhibition, which seeks to
promote women’s entrepreneur-
ship, provides a platform that
brings together Omani women’s
projects under one roof. It aims
to showcase local products and
services, enhance opportunities
for establishing partnerships and
open up new vistas of marketing
in a manner that supports the
growth of small and medium en-
terprises (SMEs) and augments
their contribution to economic
development.

Me’aad bint Khamis Al Shidi,
Head of the OCCI Business-
women’s Committee in North Al

Batinah Governorate, said that
the exhibition constitutes a po-
dium for highlighting the efforts
of women who turned their ideas
into activities with an impact.

The event keeps pace with
women’s passion to see their vi-
sions realised in the form of pro-
jects that cater to the needs of
society, she added. “It is not just
a commercial exhibition, but
rather an experience that brings
together innovation and ambi-
tion in an environment that cel-
ebrates the strong significance of
Omani women’s business poten-
tial”, Me’aad said.

She explained that the exhibi-
tion also underlines the contribu-
tion of government and private
establishments that support en-
trepreneurship, investors, mem-
bers of the public and parties
interested in the development of
local business projects.

The opening ceremony was
held under the auspices of Faisal
bin Abdullah Al Rawas, Chair-
man of the Board of Directors of
Oman Chamber of Commerce
and Industry. —ona

Beach cleanup campaign

MUSCAT: The Environment
Authority (EA) has conducted a
campaign to clean the beaches
of Al-Aijah in the Wilayat of Ma-
sirah, South Al Shargiyah Gover-
norate. “The Environment Cen-

tre in Masirah, in cooperation
with the Excellence Team, the
Free Path for Volunteer Work,
and Masirah Municipality, car-
ried out a campaign to clean the
beaches of Al-Aijah.”
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Suhol Al Fayha Wins Best Brand
in Customer Experience Award
in Fruits & Vegetables Category

Best Brand in

Cfo

uhol Al Fayha was fe-

licitated with the ‘Times

of Oman Best Brand in
Customer Experience (CX)
Award in Fruits & Vegetables
Category’ at the Times of Oman
CX Awards 2026. The awards
presentation was co-located
with Oman CX Forum 2026,
held at Hotel Kempinski,
Muscat. The premier event was
attended by over 325 CX leaders
across sectors in Oman.

Suhol Al Fayha has consist-
ently demon-
strated a strong ?\ '
commitment P
to customer 2
experience by
delivering fresh,
high-quality
fruits and vegeta-
bles sourced to
meet the highest
standards of
quality, freshness, and food
safety. Through its extensive
sourcing network and efficient
distribution capabilities, the
company has earned the trust of
consumers and businesses alike
by ensuring a reliable supply of
premium produce throughout
Oman.
‘With a customer-centric

approach focused on freshness,
consistency, and service excel-

lence, Suhol Al Fayha continu-
ously invests in quality control,
modern handling practices, and
efficient logistics to preserve
the quality of its products from
farm to customer. Its commit-
ment to understanding custom-
er preferences and maintaining
rigorous quality standards has
helped establish the company
as atrusted name in the fresh
produce sector.

By continually enhancing its
sourcing capabilities, supply
chain operations,
and customer
service, Suhol Al
Fayha continues
to set benchmarks
in customer
experience within
the fruits and veg-
etables category.
Its dedication to
quality, reliabil-
ity, and customer satisfaction
reinforces its position as one of
Oman’s leading fresh produce
suppliers.

The Best Brand in Customer
Experience (CX) Awards are
instituted by Times of Oman,
in collaboration with Muscat
Media Group, Gulf Leaders
Circle and TEvents. They are
presented to the leading brands
that are ahead of the curve in

Co-located with:

Infoljne

FRETARTY

CX

FORUM

Customer Experience
Beyond Imagination

FONERED EY

ATRATECAS PANTHEA
o ©

For more information, contact:
78471944/97221630

meeting and exceeding customer
expectations. The winners are
selected based on an extensive
consumer survey conducted by
the Times of Oman.

Improving legal framework

<FROM Thelabour marketlabo-
Al ratories moved beyond
identifying challenges
to developing practical
solutions and initiatives based on
analysing root causes, prioritis-
ing issues and preparing recom-
mendations supported by per-
formance indicators, responsible
entities and clear timelines.
The Governance of Legislative
Procedures and Ministerial Deci-
sions Laboratory examined ways

to improve the labour market’s
legal and regulatory framework,
enhance transparency and gov-
ernance, simplify procedures and
strengthen coordination among
institutions.

The Arts, Entertainment and
Recreation Sector Laboratory
explored opportunities in em-
ployment, investment and entre-
preneurship, while highlighting
the role of creative industries
in diversifying income sources

and creating high-quality jobs.
Discussions covered areas such
as artistic production, content
creation, digital media, event
management and entertainment
technology.

The initiatives are expected to
open new avenues for employ-
ment and investment while ena-
bling promising sectors to play a
greater role in Oman’s economic
development.

— With inputs from ONA

The Case for Reforming English
Language Education in Omani Schools

manis love their lan-

guage, and rightly so.

Arabic is the language
of our holy book, the Quran; it
lives in our poetry, our songs,
and our everyday lives, and
it is not something we would
ever give up. But alongside this,
English has steadily grown into
a practical necessity.

Today, nearly 99% of univer-
sity majors like engineering,
medicine, nursing, economics,
and many others are taught
in English, giving graduates
access to opportunities in
bothlocal and international
industries. English is also the
working language of most
professional environments,
particularly in the private sec-
tor. In short, a strong command
of English has become es-
sential for academic and career
success, not a luxury.

Many students, especially
those who graduate from
public schools, find their first
years at university challenging
because they have to switch
from studying in Arabic to
studying in English.Universi-
ties try to bridge this gap with
afoundation year, but the math
doesn’t work in its favor: twelve
years of schooling conducted
mostly in Arabic, with only
basic English instruction along
the way, cannot be undone by
asingle semester or two of
foundation studies. The gap is
simply too wide to close in that
short atime.

Much of'this struggle traces
back to a deep inconsistency
in English education before
students even reach university.
Private schools generally offer
afar more advanced Eng-
lish curriculum than public
schools, starting from the earli-
est grades. Even though school
environment and exposure
play some role, the core issue
is curricular: students in the
same grade level, sitting for the
same national milestones, are
simply not being taught the
same language content. And
the longer this gap persists, the
harder it becomes to close as
students grow older, language
acquisition becomes more dif-
ficult, notless.

Instead of having two dif-
ferent education systems that
lead to very different outcomes,
public schools could gradually
adopt the English curriculum

Many students,
especially those who
graduate from public
schools, find their first
years at university
challenging because
they have to switch from
studying in Arabic to
studying in English

used in private schools. This
should not be introduced all

at once. It should begin with
first grade and expand to the
next grade each year until it
reaches grade twelve. Students
who start learning through this
curriculum from an early age
will build a strong foundation
in English and graduate with
much stronger language skills
than many students do today.

Curriculum alone, however,
won’t close the full gap. Public
school students typically
have far fewer opportunities
to practice speaking English
outside the classroom than
their private school peers.
Dedicating one or two periods
aweek specifically to spoken
practice would give students
the confidence and fluency that
reading and grammar-focused
instruction alone cannot pro-
vide, helping ensure that what
they learn is retained rather
than forgotten.

If students graduate high
school with a genuinely
advanced level of English, the
traditional foundation year

by Abdulrahmen
Al-Muharbi

which is designed to teach gen-
eral English essentially from
scratch becomes unnecessary.
Inits place, universities and
colleges could adopt a model
similar to the LANC approach
already used at Sultan Qaboos
University, where students
study English tailored to

their specific major rather
than repeating general basics
they should have already
mastered in school. This shift
would let higher education in-
stitutions focus their resources
on preparing students for the
specific academic vocabulary
and skills their majors demand,
rather than spending a full
year catching students up on
fundamentals.

Unifying the English cur-
riculum across public and
private schools would mean
students graduate at com-
parable levels regardless of
which sector they came from.
It would remove the anxiety
around the sudden linguistic
shift many face at university,
and it would let students walk
into their foundation year
or better yet, their major-
specific English program with
confidence instead of catching
up. And when students are
comfortable with the language
their major is taught in, they
are better positioned to under-
stand the material itself, which
can only translate into stronger
academic performance across
the board.

Abdulrahman Ibrahim Al-
Muharbi is a Political Science
student at Sultan Qaboos
University with a keen interest
in public policy, international
relations, and political commu-
nication. He is passionate about
governance, policy analysis,
and contributing to informed
public discourse on contempo-
rary political issues.
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3 Anniversary Remembrance

Three years have passed since the blessed soul
of I. Arunkumar departed this world.
His love, wisdom, and kindness continue to guide and
inspire those who knew him.

Fondly remembered and deeply missed by:
Priya Arunkumar, Niveda Arunkumar, Dr Kamalam llango
and family members and relatives
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MUSCAT GOVERNORATE
MUSCAT MUNICIPALITY

Advertisement No.(26/2026)

Muscat Municipality at Al Seeb invites Companies specialized in the field and registered
with General Secretariat of Tender Board, to participate and obtain tender documents
from the website via the following link: (https//:etendering.tenderboard.gov.om starting
from the date of this announcement and until the end of deadline stipulated below.

Website: www.mm.gov.om

Last date to Tender
Tender Number Description of Tender collect the
return date
tender
PRES/26/003 Supply, installation and completlon (?f Height Restriction 22/08/2026 | 13/09/2026
Structure at Wilayat A'Seeb

PRES/26/004 Adjusting the levels of EAxS|set(|ar;Jg Manholes AT Wilaiyat 22/08/2026 | 13/09/2026
®  Bidders shall submit their offers electronically.
® (larification and Support:
® For any inquiries regarding tenders, please visit e-tendering website: (https//:etendering.tenderboard.gov.om) .
® Fortechnical support of e-tendering system please send an email to (etenderhd@gstb.gov.om) or call (+96824402200).
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UNESCO approves Oman’s

Bahla herltage initiative

This step reflects
the role of the
Sultanate of Oman
in preserving and
managing registered
World Heritage

sites of Outstanding
Universal Value

PARIS: The United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization (UNESCO)
has adopted the “Cultural Prop-
erty” initiative for pottery, copper,
metal, and woodworking crafts
submitted by the Bahla Volunteer
Team, a local community organi-
zation, at the historic Bahla Fort
site in Al Dakhiliyah Governorate.

The Ministry of Heritage and
Tourism participated in the ini-
tiative for the first time in coop-
eration with the Oman National
Commission  for  Education,
Culture and Science, as part of
the World Heritage Volunteers
(WHV) 2026 campaign under the
slogan “Working on the Future,”
organised by the UNESCO World
Heritage Centre.

This step reflects the role of the
Sultanate of Oman in preserving
and managing registered World
Heritage sites of Outstanding Uni-
versal Value.

The World Heritage Volunteers
initiative was established in 2008
within the framework of the World
Heritage Education Programme to
promote a culture of volunteerism
and engage youth and community
institutions in protecting and pro-
moting heritage globally. Its mem-
bership comprises 200 organiza-
tions from 84 countries and more
than 10,000 national and interna-

tional volunteers.

The Sultanate of Oman’s partici-
pation in this initiative marks it as
the second country in the Arab re-
gion after the Kingdom of Moroc-
co, owing to its significant role in
preserving global cultural heritage.

The initiative represents a
model of partnership between the
Ministry of Heritage and Tourism
and local community institutions
inline with the Operational Guide-
lines for the Implementation of
the World Heritage Convention,
thereby enhancing community
participation in protecting and
managing sites of Outstanding
Universal Value and embodying
the concept of effective partner-
ship in heritage conservation.

This participation aims to high-
light the Sultanate of Oman’s ef-
forts in preserving World Heritage,
as well as preserving traditional
craft knowledge and skills and
transmitting them to future gen-
erations—particularly in pot-
tery, copper and metalworking,
and woodworking crafts, as these
crafts constitute true pillars for
the artistic, technical, economic,
and social sustainability of society.

Moreover, this participation
also aims to involve youth in pre-
serving World Heritage through
tangible on-site projects, enabling
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them to learn essential preserva-
tion and maintenance skills and
techniques, building their capaci-
ties as future decision-makers and
active global citizens, strength-
ening sustainable cooperation
between community institutions
and the Ministry of Heritage and
Tourism, raising awareness among
youth, volunteers, and relevant en-
tities regarding the need to protect
and promote World Heritage, and
identifying best practices by devel-
oping non-formal education tools
to facilitate the involvement of
community stakeholders in World
Heritage education.

The implementation of the ini-
tiative submitted by the Bahla Vol-
unteer Team will begin from 3 to 13
September at the Bahla Fort site in
Al Dakhiliyah Governorate.

It is organized by the Ministry
of Heritage and Tourism in co-
operation with the Ministry of
Education—represented by Oman
National Commission for Educa-
tion, Culture and Science—and the
Ministry of Culture, Sports and
Youth, with the participation of
the SMEs Development Authority
“Riyada” and the Bahla Volunteer
Team, as well as international and
local volunteers representing sev-
eral countries, thereby enhancing
cultural exchange and the sharing

of expertise and experiences in
heritage preservation.

Ali Said Al Adawi, Acting Di-
rector of the Bahla Fort Site, said
that the Ministry of Heritage and
Tourism’s participation in the
World Heritage Volunteers 2026
initiatives, “Working for the Fu-
ture,” contributes to raising aware-
ness among youth, volunteers, and
stakeholders about the need to
protect World Heritage, highlight-
ing the Sultanate of Oman’s efforts
in this area, and establishing crafts
as cultural property that must be
preserved from extinction.

Al Adawi added that participat-
ing projects must be located at a
site inscribed on the World Her-
itage List or the Tentative List,
build effective partnerships with
the local community and rel-
evant entities to enhance project
impact and the sustainability of
its outputs, include awareness
activities and workshops, have a
legally registered applicant in the
country, and be implemented on a
non-profit basis.

He explained that selected ini-
tiatives will receive financial sup-
port to empower them to imple-
ment their projects.

The World Heritage Centre will
also grant official international
recognition to the organising en-
tity and volunteers, and UNESCO
will promote successful initiatives
by publishing their content on the
organisation’s official website and
presenting them at international
conferences, positively contribut-
ing to the tourism sector and intro-
ducing the sites globally.

For his part, Sultan Nasser Al
Nabhani, Head of the Bahla Vol-
unteer Team, stated that this
initiative will yield results that
benefit the heritage site—Bahla
Fort—which was inscribed 40
years ago as the first Omani site on
the World Heritage List.

He pointed out that this ini-
tiative represents the team’s first
international experience, with
hopes of benefiting from other
global experiences in the field of
voluntary work. -ona
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More than 150 migrants
rescued from burning
boat in English Channel

PARIS: More than 150 migrants
were rescued on Tuesday fol-
lowing a boat fire in the English
Channel while attempting to
cross from France to Britain.

CNN, citing French and Brit-
ish authorities, reported that the
vessel’s engine caught fire and
its “condition deteriorated very
rapidly,” prompting joint rescue
efforts by coastguards to pull 157
people to safety.

Prior to the incident, French
authorities had already rescued
five individuals overnight on
Monday, CNN noted. Officials
had deployed multiple vessels to
monitor the craft after it depart-
ed from an area near Boulogne-
sur-Mer on Monday, given the
extreme dangers associated with
such crossings.

Small boat crossings
Fortunately, CNN stated there
are no reports of any fatalities re-
sulting from this latest incident.

Small boat crossings have
emerged as a major political is-
sue in the United Kingdom over
recent years, fueling stricter im-
migration strategies across suc-
cessive political administrations
and contributing to the rise of
Reform UK, a populist hard-right
party, according to CNN.

CNN reported that just two

days prior to the rescue, newly
elected British Prime Minister
Andy Burnham promised that his
administration would be “relent-
less” in tackling the crisis.

Burnham pointed to recent en-
hancements in enforcement op-
erations alongside the necessity
of establishing a framework that
“offers safe routes for people as
well, because that also takes away
the selling point of the gangs,” as
cited by CNN.

In search of asylum

Tens of thousands of individu-
als have attempted the perilous
crossing since 2018 in search of
asylum or improved living con-
ditions, often fleeing conflict or
persecution in nations such as
Afghanistan, FEritrea, Iran, and
Sudan, CNN detailed. Migrants
frequently rely on overcrowded
and unseaworthy vessels, includ-
ing dinghies, kayaks, and rigid-
hulled inflatable boats.

Despite the severe risks, mi-
grants exhibit such strong resolve
to reach the UK that they “rou-
tinely refuse assistance offered
by French resources, only accept-
ing help when faced with situ-
ations of extreme emergency,”
according to a statement from
the French maritime prefecture
reported by CNN. — ant
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Trump administration revokes visa of Brazil’s
ambassador to US amid diplomatic tensions

WASHINGTON DC: The Trump
administration has revoked the
visa of Brazil’'s Ambassador to the
United States, Maria Luiza Ribeiro
Viotti, escalating diplomatic ten-
sions between Washington and
Brasilia, CNN reported, citing US
officials and statements from the
Brazilian government.

According to CNN, the US State
Department did not designate Vi-
otti as persona non grata, and a
senior State Department official
said the visa revocation was not
equivalent to expelling the ambas-
sador from the country.

“The cancellation of her visa is
not the same thing as kicking the
person out of the country,” the of-
ficial said, as quoted by CNN.

The official described the move

as a“reciprocal action” in response
to Brazil’s delay in granting diplo-
matic approval, known as agre-
ment, for the US nominee for am-
bassador to Brazil, Daniel Perez.

The State Department official
said the decision also came amid
several other diplomatic disagree-
ments between the two countries
over the past year, including Bra-
zil’'s refusal to grant visas to certain
US officials.

The official said Viotti’s visa
would be restored immediately if
Brazil grants agrement to Perez.
However, it remains unclear how
the visa revocation will affect Vi-
otti’s position as ambassador, CNN
reported.

Another senior State Depart-
ment official said that if she leaves

A

the US, she would need to apply for
anew visa.

The Brazilian government criti-
cised the decision, saying it “repu-
diates the decision announced to-

day by the US Department of State
to alter the visa of Brazil’'s Ambas-
sador in Washington,” and rejected
the reasons provided by Washing-
ton, as reported by CNN.

“Both justifications offered for
the decision are false,” the Brazil-
ian government said in a state-
ment.

Brazil’s presidency said the
move was part of broader pressure
from Washington.

“Today’s decision is not an iso-
lated incident. It forms part of a
deliberate escalation of hostile
measures against Brazil, driven
by ideological motives that are
incompatible with a bilateral
partnership that has always been
guided by mutual respect,” the
statement said, as quoted by CNN.

The visa revocation comes
ahead of Brazil’s October presi-
dential election, in which incum-
bent President Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva is expected to face Flavio

Trump says ‘a lot of progress’ made,
signals possible talks with Iran

Trump said that
Iranian officials

had contacted the

US and expressed

an interest in talks,
while suggesting that
Tehran would

be “very smart” to

reach a deal

CALIFORNIA: US President
Donald Trump on Wednesday
said “a lot of progress” had been
made and claimed that Iran had
reached out seeking talks, adding
that the situation would become
clearer within the next 48 hours,
according to media report.

“We're moving along very
nicely. We'll find out. We’ll know
in 48 hours, I would say,” Trump
told reporters as he departed Los
Angeles for Las Vegas as part of a
two-day West Coast trip.

Trump said that Iranian offi-
cials had contacted the US and ex-
pressed an interest in talks, while
suggesting that Tehran would be
“very smart” to reach a deal.

“A lot of progress has been
made. They called me, and they

said, ‘Please, let’s talk.” They want
to talk. The funny thing is, they
never mention that... I think they’d
be very smart to make a deal. We’ll
see what happens,” he said.

Trump’s remarks come amid
uncertainty over the possibility
of renewed US-Iran engagement.
‘While he did not provide details
about the reported contacts or the
nature of a potential agreement,
he indicated that developments
could become clearer within 48
hours.

The US President is travelling
to Los Angeles and Las Vegas dur-
ing his two-day West Coast trip
to promote his economic agenda,
highlight the Working Families
Tax Cuts and campaign ahead of
the November midterm elections.

L A S E S R
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He further reiterated his stance
that Iran would not be allowed
to acquire a nuclear weapon and
linked the reopening of the strate-
gic waterway to the ongoing diplo-
matic efforts.

During an interview with Fox
News, Trump said, “Iran, as an
example, will never have a nuclear
weapon. They already can’t, but
they’ll--it’s going to be formal. The
strait’s going to be open very soon,
or they’re going to get hit very
hard, and then the strait’s going to
be open.”

According to Axios, Trump said
the US had earlier been prepar-
ing for a major military operation
against Iran but decided to pursue
diplomacy after receiving a re-
quest from Tehran for talks.

“We were going into a tremen-
dous attack, the biggest since
World War II, and they called me
and said, very politely, ‘Please, can
we talk? Can we talk?’

“They didn’t want-and I said,
“Yes, we can talk. Let’s get it done.
Finally, let’s get it done,” the US
President said to Fox News.

Trump had decided on Sat-
urday not to proceed with pre-
viously threatened large-scale
military strikes against Iran
after consultations with Gulf
partners, allowing more time for
diplomatic efforts.

However, Trump had warned
that major military action could
still follow if an agreement is not
reached.

“If they back out again, they’re

going to get hit really hard. They
know that. They understand that.
I have no choice. They can’t have a
nuclear weapon. It’s very simple,”
Trump said.

Trump said the US military
action against Iran had already
demonstrated its capabilities but
added that he hoped diplomacy
would succeed.

“They wouldn’t be talking if we
weren’t doing what we’re doing.
‘We hit them very, very hard. But
the hard hit is yet to come, and
hopefully we won’t have to use it. I
hope we won’t have to--we’re hav-
ing very good discussions. They
don’t like to admit that, but it’s a
little bit disconcerting,” he told
Fox News.

The report said regional me-
diators, including officials from
Qatar, Pakistan and Saudi Arabia,
were also involved in efforts to fa-
cilitate an understanding between
‘Washington and Tehran.

“The only thing that matters is
action. And they want to make a
deal. We’ll see what happens. If
they don’t make a deal, it’s going to
be too bad,” Trump said.

Citing regional sources, Axios
reported that Araghchihad agreed
in principle to the proposed ar-
rangement but required approval
from Iran’s Supreme Leader, Mo-
jtaba Khamenei, and the Supreme
National Security Council.

A US official and a regional
source told Axios that Iran’s lead-
ership completed the approval
process on Tuesday, bringing
the parties closer to a formal an-
nouncement. -ant

Bolsonaro, the son of former Presi-
dent Jair Bolsonaro.

Flavio Bolsonaro met with
members of the Trump adminis-
tration, including US President
Donald Trump, earlier this year.

The dispute also follows Brazil’s
recent refusal to grant visas to two
US State Department officials.

Lula had said the decision was
linked to concerns over possible
election interference.

Brazil’s presidency accused the
US officials of planning to visit the
country “to cast doubt on the integ-
rity of Brazil’s electoral system.”

A senior State Department of-
ficial rejected the allegation, de-
scribing the planned visit as a
“routine trip,” CNN reported.

-ANI

Hegseth rejects
reports claiming
US missile
stockpiles low

WASHINGTON, DC: US Sec-
retary of War Pete Hegseth on
Tuesday rejected a media report
claiming that the Pentagon’s mis-
sile defence stockpiles had fallen
to dangerously low levels.

In a post on X, Hegseth wrote,
“That banner is NOT TRUE, @
CNN. Shame on you. We don’t hate
the Fake News media enough.”

His remarks came after CNN
reported, citing multiple sources
familiar with the matter, that the
US military has exhausted nearly
80 per cent of its inventory of
Terminal High Altitude Area De-
fense (THAAD) interceptors and
around half of its Patriot missile
interceptors since the conflict
with Iran began.

According to CNN, senior
US military commanders have
warned that the Pentagon’s mu-
nitions stockpile is “dangerously
low,” with key air defence systems
significantly depleted during oper-
ations linked to the war with Iran.

452 THAAD missiles
The report cited estimates by the
Center for Strategic and Inter-
national Studies (CSIS), which
said the United States possessed
around 452 THAAD missiles and
approximately 2,200 Patriot inter-
ceptors before the conflict.
According to the report, Gulf
allies also expressed concern that
shortages in US air defence sys-
tems could affect their ability to
defend against possible Iranian
missile or drone attacks if regional
hostilities intensified. -ant

Is Bangladesh backtracking on post-Hasina reforms®?

DHAKA: Just two years after a
student-led uprising ended the
nearly 16-year rule of Sheikh Hasi-
na, many fear Bangladesh is slip-
ping backward.

With Hasina, now in exile in In-
dia, planning a return in December
and critics accusing the current
government of failing to deliver on
its promises, the country’s politi-
cal future is once again in doubt.

“At the end of the day, we did not
see the elimination of discrimina-
tion, the creation of an inclusive
society, or the new political order
that was promised,” Mohammad
Tanzimuddin Khan, a professor of
international relations at Dhaka
University, told DW.

“It seems we are forgetting the
very reasons behind the uprising
of last July, especially those who
came to power.”

The protest movement began
in 2018 over a controversial quo-
ta system for government jobs.
In 2024, a court-backed move
to reinstate parts of the system
sparked fresh demonstrations
that grew into a wider anti-gov-
ernment uprising.

In August 2024, after more than
1,000 people were killed in the un-
rest, then Prime Minister Hasina
fled to India.

Rebuilding Bangladesh’s
institutions

Bangladesh’s interim government,
which was led by Nobel Peace
Prize winner Muhammad Yunus
and backed by the military and key
figures from the uprising, facilitat-

ed the signing of areform roadmap.
It was named the “July Charter”
after the month when the uprising
that toppled Hasina began.

In a February 2026 referendum,
around 70% of voters approved
the charter, which proposed term
limits for prime ministers, the
creation of an upper house of par-

liament, stronger presidential
powers and greater judicial inde-
pendence.

The Bangladesh Nationalist

Party (BNP) won a decisive major-
ity in a general election that took
place alongside the referendum.

Critics say the BNP has since
failed to implement several pre-
election reform commitments.

Ali Riaz, who led the interim
government’s Constitution Re-
form Commission, said there had

been “time-bound commitments,”
including the creation of a consti-
tutional reform council and steps
to implement reforms within 180
working days.

“That was not done,” he said,
adding that it was “deeply re-
grettable.”

Is Bangladesh moving
in the wrong direction?
The interim government intro-
duced 133 ordinances as part of
its reform agenda, but after the
BNP came to power, it refused
to adopt 20 of them — including
measures concerning the Nation-
al Human Rights Commission
(NHRC), the Anti-Corruption
Commission, enforced disap-
pearances and referendums.

The BNP argues that constitu-

tional and institutional changes
should be enacted through prop-
er legislative procedures in Par-
liament. The BNP and the opposi-
tion Jamaat-e-Islami-led alliance
have clashed over the July Charter,
including proposals for a constitu-
ent assembly to oversee constitu-
tional reforms.

Salahuddin Ahmed, who led the
BNP’s representatives in the Na-
tional Consensus Commission,
now serves as Bangladesh’s Home
Minister.

Speaking in Parliament in
March, Ahmed described the char-
ter’s implementation order as “a
document of endless deception” by
the interim government.

Asif Mahmud, spokesperson for
the student-led National Citizen
Party (NCP), accused the BNP of

“betraying the public” on its re-
form promises and cast doubt on
“whether voters would trust the
party again if a similar political
moment were to arise.”

Mahmud, a leading figure in the
uprising who later served as an
adviser in the interim government
before resigning ahead of the na-
tional election, told DW: “The BNP
is taking the country backward by
revoking the very ordinances and
reforms that the interim govern-
ment had implemented.”

However, Khan believes the op-
position party also bears respon-
sibility for this. “It is not just the
ruling party; there is no sign of the
opposition breaking free from this
tendency either.”

While he sees some change in
the way prime ministerial power is
exercised, he believes “politiciza-
tion has returned to major institu-
tions, including educational ones.”

Have public aspirations
been realised?

Mahmud said “political par-
ties were eager to secure power”
through early elections, forcing
student leaders of the uprising to
“make compromises on key reform
demands.”

Alleged enforced disappear-
ances were among the most seri-
ous accusations against Hasina’s
government. A commission set
up by the interim administration
reported that, of 1,913 complaints
received, 1,569 were verified and
classified as cases of enforced dis-
appearance.

Among those who later returned
alive, about 75% were linked to the
Islamist party Jamaat-e-Islami
and 22% to the BNP, the main po-
litical rivals of Hasina’s Awami
League party.

In an effort to prevent future
abuses, Bangladesh signed the UN
Convention against Enforced Dis-
appearances in August 2024. The
interim government later intro-
duced an ordinance to criminalize
the practice.

“We wanted to ensure perma-
nence by incorporating this into
the constitution and making the
necessary legal changes,” Asif
Mahmud said.

However, rather than seeking
parliamentary approval for the
ordinance, the BNP-led govern-
ment published a new draft bill in
July 2026. Critics say the proposal
weakened safeguards by assign-
ing investigations into alleged en-
forced disappearances from the
National Human Rights Commis-
sion (NHRC) to the police.

Human Rights Watch (HRW)
warned that “allowing the police
to investigate enforced disappear-
ances will not ensure account-
ability and will not create the de-
terrence necessary to bring this
practice to an end.”

HRW also cited the April 21 al-
leged abduction of Miraj Sheikh
by men allegedly posing as Coast
Guard personnel as the first re-
ported enforced disappearance
since the 2024 uprising. More than
three months later, his wherea-
bouts remain unknown. -ow
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istoric all-Omani squad set for
sian Games challenge in Japan

Sufyan Mehmood
will captain the
Asiad-bound side
after Oman secured
qualification through
an impressive
campaign in
Singapore, marking
the first time an
all-Omani cricket
team will compete on
one of Asia’s biggest
multi-sport stages

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman Cricket on
Wednesday unveiled its squad for
the forthcoming Asian Games in
Japan, where the Sultanate will
script another chapter in its sport-
ing history with an all-Omani team

competing on one of Asia’s biggest
multi-sport stages for the first
time.

Captained by Sufyan Mehmood,
Oman earned their place at the
continental showpiece after an
outstanding qualifying campaign
in Singapore, underlining the rapid
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growth of cricket in the Sultanate
and setting up an opportunity to
challenge the region’s elite.

Oman secured qualification af-
ter an impressive campaign in the
Asian Games Qualifier, becom-
ing one of four nations to book a
place at the Games alongside Ne-

World Cup 2027 (Qualifier set to be
held from February 22 to March 23

LONDON: The 2027 ODI
‘World Cup Qualifier is set to
be played from February 22 to
March 23 next year. Cricinfo
has learned that while the

ICC has finalised the tourna-
ment dates, the venue remains
undecided.

In the revamped structure
for the 2027 World Cup, which
was announced by the ICC
in July, the winner of the 10-
team Qualifier will gain direct
entry to the main group of the
14-team marquee tourna-
ment. The teams finishing
second, third and fourth in the
Qualifier will contest the first
round of the World Cup, called
the Super Series, with the top
team qualifying for the main,
12-team stage.

The World Cup will be held
in 12 venues across South Af-
rica, Zimbabwe and Namibia
from October 4 to November
21.

The 10-team Qualifier in-
cludes the two bottom-ranked
Full Members in the ODI
rankings (other than hosts
South Africa and Zimbabwe)
as of September 30, 2026;
the top four teams from
CWC League 2; and the top
four teams from a World
Cup Qualifier Playoff. This
Playoff will be contested by
the bottom four teams from

-,

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Pakistan Under-20
wrapped up a convincing 3-0 se-
ries victory over Oman after the
two sides concluded an entertain-
ing five-match bilateral hockey
Test series in Muscat recently,
with the final two encounters end-
ing in draws as the hosts showed
encouraging signs ahead of the
forthcoming Asian Games.

CWC League 2 along with
four teams from the Challenge
League (essentially cricket’s
third division). The format
isyet to be decided but the

top four from this eight-team
Playoff will advance to the
‘World Cup Qualifier.

The Challenge League will
feature 12 teams divided into
two pools of six and each will
play three round-robin tour-
naments over the cycle. The
top two teams from each pool
will move on to the World Cup
Qualifier Playoff.

West Indies are currently
ranked 10th and will only play
two more ODIs before the

.

cut-off date, against India in
September. Those matches
and the results of other series,
specifically the imminent one
between Afghanistan (ranked
8th) and Ireland (12th), could
affect their ranking. If Ireland
beat Afghanistan to win that
series 4-1 or 5-0, then two
wins for West Indies could be
enough to see them into the
top eight. If Afghanistan win
the series, West Indies are all
but certain to have to qualify.

West Indies missed out on
the 2023 ODI World Cup after
losing to Netherlandsin a
Super Over in the Qualifier in
Harare that year.

5. -

Pakistan UZ20 clinch Test series desp

The visitors dominated the
opening three matches to seal the
series, recording victories of 3-0,
3-1 and 4-2 before Oman bounced
back with improved performances
to hold the Asian junior power-
house to 2-2 and 3-3 draws in the
final two fixtures.

While Pakistan emerged as de-
serving series winners, Oman’s
strong finish offered plenty of
positives for the hosts as they con-

tinued preparations for the 20th
Asian Games in Aichi-Nagoya in
2026, to be held from September
18 to October 3.

The five-match series also
served as a crucial build-up for

the Pakistan U20 side ahead of

the Men’s Junior Asia Cup 2026,
scheduled to be held in China in
September.

Pakistan showcased their qual-
ity throughout the tour, combining

pal, Malaysia and Hong Kong.

They will now join automatic
entrants India, Pakistan, Bangla-
desh, Sri Lanka, Afghanistan and
hosts Japan in the 10-team men’s
cricket competition.

The tournament draw has
placed Oman in Group B alongside

Malaysia and Hong Kong, while
Group A comprises Afghanistan,
Japan and Nepal.

The top two teams from each
group will advance to the quarter-
finals, where they will be joined
by seeded giants India, Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka.

The group-stage matches will
be played on September 24, 25 and
26.

Oman Cricket Chief Develop-
ment Officer Duleep Mendis de-
scribed the occasion as alandmark
achievement for Omani cricket,
saying the team’s qualification was
a proud moment for the nation.

Made us proud

“Itis ahistoric occasion for our all-
Omani team to represent the na-
tion at the continental level. They
have made us proud by qualifying
in Singapore, and we hope they
advance from their group to the
quarterfinals of the Asian Games,
where the heavyweights of Asian
cricket will be waiting,” Mendis
said.

“We wish them the very best and
under the able captaincy of Sufyan,
we are hopeful of a good show,” he
added.

Oman squad: Sufyan Mehmood
(captain), Muzaffar Shiralkar, Mo-
hammed Ali Al Balushi, Zubair
Al Balushi, Shuaib Al Balushi,
Nawed Al Balushi, Wasim Al Bal-
ushi, Ahmed Zadjali, Sameer Oth-
man, Waheed Al Balushi, Faris Al
Balushi, Mohammed Osman, Issa
Rahim Al Balushi, Abdul Jalil and
Qais Al Balushi.

Support staff: Head coach: Sultan
Ahmed; assistant coach: Parviz
Al Balushi; manager: Said Haid-
er Al Balushi; physiotherapist:
Saravanan T.

Shafique, Sajid star on see-sawing day
as Pakistan seize control against WI

PORT OF SPAIN: West Indiesled
Pakistan by 60 runs with only four
second-innings wickets in hand
Tuesday after a dramatic third day
of the second cricket Test played
out on a turning pitch.

First, Abdullah Shafique ‘s un-
beaten 160 guided Pakistan past
West Indies’ first innings of 344,
then Jomel Warrican took 6-112 to
bowl out Pakistan for 387 and limit
thelead to 43 runs.

An opening partnership of 40
between Tagenarine Chanderpaul
(17) and Kavem Hodge (34) almost
erased the lead before Sajid Khan
took 4-32 and Ali Usman 2-29 to
reduce West Indies to 103-6 at
stumps, putting Pakistan in control.

Sajid first took the wickets of
Chanderpaul and Amir Jangoo
(13) before a stubborn partnership
between Shai Hope and captain
Roston Chase took West Indies
to 99-3, giving it hope of reaching
stumps with wickets in hand.

That all changed in the last five
overs when Sajid trapped Hope
lbw for 15 and Jayden Seales in the
same manner for a two-ball duck.
Finally, Chase (17) fell to the last
ball of the day, losing concentra-
tion and providing Usman with a
simple return catch.

Pakistan now have the opportu-
nity to wrap up the match Wednes-
day, to achieve their first Test win
away from home since 2023.

Day 3 also saw Pakistan captain
Babar Azam denied his first Test
century in four years when he was

disciplined defence with clinical
finishing to take an unassailable
lead in the series. However, Oman
steadily raised their level as the
matches progressed, producing
determined displays in the closing
two games to deny the visitors fur-
ther victories.

The improved performances
reflected Oman’s growing confi-
dence in attack and greater de-
fensive organisation, underlining

1te Oman’s s

t

run out for 88 to end a 183-run
partnership with Shafique.

Pakistan were still 63 runs be-
hind when Babar was left short of
his ground by Brandon King’s di-
rect hit from cover.

The Pakistan batters had been
pressured by tight bowling and Ba-
bar thought he saw the chance of
a relieving single when he pushed
the ball into the off side. Shafique
first supported the call for a run,
then sent Babar back as King
swooped on the ball.

Babar tried to turn, retreat and
dive for the crease but was beaten
by King’s flat throw that hit the
stumps at the striker’s end. The
Pakistan captain lay prostrate for
some time then rose slowly and
left the ground with every sign of
dejection.

His last Test century came in
December 2022 against New Zea-

o

the progress made by the national
team under its ongoing prepara-
tion programme.

For both teams, the series pro-
vided valuable international
match practice and an opportunity
to fine-tune combinations ahead of
major continental assignments.

Hockey Oman thanked the Pa-
kistan Hockey Federation and the
Pakistan U20 national team for ac-
cepting the invitation to tour Mus-
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pirited late revival
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land at Karachi, and his 88 Tues-
day was his highest score in 35 test
innings since that match. To add to
the drama, King picked up a lower
back injury and had to be taken off
after he fell awkwardly after his
throw to run out Babar. It is not yet
clear whether he will bat on Day 4.

Earlier, left-arm spinner Warri-
can was splendid with both the old
ball and the second new ball, bowl-
ing Awais Zafar for 1.

Shamar Joseph then trapped

Salman Ali Agha lbw and Warri-
can, with the new ball, claimed his
third wicket of the innings when
he bowled Mohammad Rizwan for
18. Warrican then wrapped up the
Pakistan tail with three wickets in
four balls.
Brief scores: West Indies 344 and
103 for 6 (Sajid 4-32) lead Pakistan
387 (Shafique 160*, Babar 88, War-
rican 6-112) by 60 runs. - agencies

cat, saying the series strengthened
the long-standing sporting ties
between the two countries while
offering both squads important in-
ternational exposure.

The association reiterated its
commitment to organising high-
quality international competition
as part of its long-term athlete de-
velopment programme and prepa-
rations for future international
events.
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OMAN OIL PRICE RISES

The price of Oman crude oil has
increased, with prices for delivery
by October 2026 reaching $79.16.
The price of Oman crude oil rose
by $4.35 from the price of Tuesday,
which was $83.52.
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MBX INDEX ENDS HIGHER

The MSX index closed at 7,349.10 points,
up by 0.19% from previous close. The
Sharia Index ended up by 0.35% at
584.51 points. Al Batinah Development
Company, up 4.69%, was the top gainer
while, Construction Materials, down
4.41%, was the top loser.

Al Buraimi strengthens SME

base
L]

These enterprises
have contributed
to supporting the
local economy,
stimulating supply
chains, and raising
competitiveness

AL BURAIMI: The number of
small and medium enterprises
(SMEs) registered in Al Buraimi
Governorate reached 2,708 by the
end of 2025.

Among these, 2,199 enterprises
are registered in the SMEs Devel-
opment Authority (Riyada) data-
base, while 509 enterprises have
obtained the Riyada card.

Khalfan Abdullah Al Kharousi,
Director of the Small and Medium
Enterprises Development Depart-
ment in the Al Buraimi Governo-
rate, stated that these enterprises
are distributed in terms of size

with 2,708 enterprises

into 2,268 micro-enterprises, 420
small enterprises, and 20 medium
enterprises. He pointed out that
the micro category represents the
largest segment of these enterpris-
es, reflecting the nature of a busi-
ness environment that stimulates
startups on the one hand, and the
reliance on micro-activities during
foundational stages on the other.
Regarding the sectors these ac-
tivities focused on, Al Kharousi

BankDhofar delivers
enhanced savings
value through its
High Yield account

MUSCAT: BankDhofar’s High
Yield Savings Account continues to
strengthen its position as one of the
preferred savings solutions among
the bank’s discerning clientele in
Oman, offering a compelling com-
bination of competitive returns,
liquidity, and digital convenience.

Designed to meet the evolving
financial expectations of both
Omani nationals and expatriates,
the account enables customers to
earn attractive returns on their
savings while maintaining un-
restricted access to their funds.
It reflects BankDhofar’s broader
strategy of delivering value-driv-
en retail banking solutions that
combine performance with eve-
ryday usability.

A key distinguishing feature
of the High Yield Savings Ac-
count is its competitive interest
structure, which has positioned
it among the more rewarding sav-
ings products in the local banking
market. Interestis calculatedon a
daily basis and credited monthly,
allowing customers to benefit
from compounding returns over
time. Depending on prevailing
market conditions and balance
tiers, the account can offer inter-
estup to approximately 4 per cent
per annum, reinforcing its appeal
to customers seeking efficient
cash management solutions.

Unlike traditional fixed depos-
its that require locking in funds
for a specified period, BankDho-
far’s High Yield Savings Account
is structured as a flexible, trans-
actional savings product. Cus-
tomers retain full access to their
funds at all times through ATM
networks, debit cards, and digi-
tal banking platforms, enabling
seamless day-to-day financial
management without compro-

mising on earnings potential.

The accountis also deeply inte-
grated into BankDhofar’s digital
ecosystem, reflecting the bank’s
continued investment in custom-
er-centric technology. Customers
can open and manage accounts
through digital onboarding plat-
forms, monitor balances in real
time via mobile banking, and
conduct transactions securely
through a fully integrated digital
interface. This ease of access has
made the product particularly
attractive to digitally active cus-
tomers who prioritise conveni-
ence and speed.

Inclusivity is another hallmark
of the offering, with the High
Yield Savings Account available
to a broad customer base, includ-
ing both Omani nationals & and
expatriate residents in Oman,
subject to standard documenta-
tion requirements. This wide eli-
gibility base has contributed to its
sustained uptake across diverse
income segments.

The account also functions as
a gateway to BankDhofar’s wider
suite of financial services, includ-
ing cards, financing solutions,
and insurance products, enabling
customers to build a more inte-
grated and personalised banking
relationship.

As customers increasingly
seek smarter ways to manage li-
quidity and optimise returns in a
dynamic economic environment,
BankDhofar’s High Yield Savings
Account continues to stand out
as a practical and rewarding solu-
tion. Its blend of strong yield po-
tential, accessibility, and digital-
first functionality reinforces its
position as a product of choice for
customers seeking both financial
growth and flexibility.

explained that the concentration
was on wholesale and retail trade,
vehicle repair, construction and
building, manufacturing indus-
tries, administrative and support
services, transport and storage,
and professional, scientific, and
technical activities, in addition to
the accommodation and food ser-
vices sector.

He indicated that the Al Buraimi
Governorate witnessed growth

in modern activities and creative,
value-added service projects, most
notably cafes and restaurants,
women’s tailoring and fashion de-
sign, beauty centres and cosmet-
ics, tourism and entertainment
services, as well as design and
printing,.

He added that these enterprises
have contributed to supporting the
local economy, stimulating supply
chains, and raising competitive-

ness. He noted that there is contin-
uous coordination with the Gener-
al Secretariat of the Tender Board
and the competent authorities
to empower entrepreneurs with
available opportunities in govern-
ment procurement, contracts, and
in-country value applications.
Concluding his statement to
Oman News Agency (ONA), the
Director of the Small and Medium
Enterprises Development Depart-

ment in the Al Buraimi Governo-
rate, affirmed that these enter-
prises have contributed to creating
direct and indirect job opportuni-
ties for Omani youth through sup-
ply services and support activities.
This is in addition to their contri-
bution to promoting a culture of
self-employment and developing
the competencies of entrepre-
neurs through specialised consul-
tations and training programs. -ona

Construction work at OMRBR5mn shrimp
farming project in Shinas 80% complete

SHINAS: The completion rate
of construction work in the first
phase of the whiteleg shrimp farm-
ing project in the Wilayat of Shi-
nas, North Al Batinah Governo-
rate, has reached 80 percent.

Spanning an area of 100,000
square metres, it carries a construc-
tion cost of approximately OMR5
million, with shrimp production
in the first phase expected to reach
nearly 5,000 tonnes, according to
the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisher-
ies and Water Resources.

The ministry confirmed that the
ponds have been prepared and are
currently in the finishing phase,
along with the commencement
of constructing nursery ponds,
shrimp broodstock ponds, and ad-
ministrative offices.

It pointed out that the project,
implemented by Blue Aqua In-

ternational Gulf Company, will
contribute to producing larvae of
various shrimp species in demand
locally and globally.

This will enhance the local
economy by creating direct job
opportunities for Omani youth
and providing indirect employ-
ment generated by operational
processes and the supply chain.
The project will also provide an
ideal environment for transfer-
ring knowledge and modern tech-
nology in aquaculture, enhancing
human resource efficiency in this
promising sector.

Dr. Issa Mohammed Al Farsi,
Director of the Aquaculture De-
velopment Department at the
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Water Resources, stated in a
statement to Oman News Agency
(ONA) that the total plot area of

the project reaches 288,478 square
metres, with an overall construc-
tion cost reaching approximately
OMR23.5 million. The total area
for all phases covers 28 hectares,
with annual production upon op-
eration expected to reach 7,500
tonnes, making it one of the largest
aquaculture projects in Oman.

He said: “The project is expected
to provide 62 direct job oppor-
tunities and 124 indirect job op-
portunities. It will also contribute
to supplying shrimp broodstock
instead of importing them from
abroad and creating aquaculture
technologies that can be manufac-
tured locally, in addition to intro-
ducing new shrimp species previ-
ously not present in the Sultanate
of Oman.”

The Director of the Aquacul-
ture Development Department ex-

plained that the project includes a
research and development centre
and provides water recirculation
technologies used in aquaculture,
which helps increase biosecurity.
Additionally, the project utilises
high and advanced technologies in
aquaculture, thereby reducing reli-
ance on human labour in operations.

He indicated that the whiteleg
shrimp farming project in the
Wilayat of Shinas is considered
one of the largest aquaculture pro-
jectsinthe Sultanate of Oman, fea-
turing a shrimp hatchery, shrimp
nursery ponds, shrimp grow-out
ponds, a water treatment unit,
a live feed production unit, a re-
search and development centre,
and water recirculation units, in
addition to administrative offices
and worker accommodation for
the project. -ona

Total GCC hottled water market reaches $7.55bn

MUSCAT: The size of the bottled
water marketin the GCC countries
reached approximately $7.55 bil-
lion in 2024, continuing its growth
at an annual rate of 11 percent,
driven by increased demand for
bottled water, rising health aware-
ness, and expanding investments
in this sector.

Data from the GCC Statistical
Centre (GCC-Stat) indicated that
inthe field of water resources man-
agement, the volume of collected
treated wastewater increased by
98.4 percent in 2024.

This indicator reflects the pro-
gress made by GCC countries in
water reuse and supporting circu-
lar economy applications, thereby
contributing to preserving water
resources and enhancing environ-
mental sustainability.

Desalinated water production

in GCC countries also rose by 4.8
percent compared to 2023, under-
scoring the continued reliance on
desalination technologies as one of
the most vital strategic sources to
meet the growing demand for wa-
ter, particularly in light of limited
natural water resources.

On the other hand, the annual

rate of groundwater abstraction
recorded a decrease of 3 percent
over the past nine years, coincid-
ing with an increase in the share
of renewable water to 25.5 percent
in 2024, reflecting a GCC trend to-
ward sustainable water resources
management and reducing pres-
sure on groundwater reserves.

Regarding natural resources,
rainfall rates in GCC countries
increased by 43.8 percent in 2024
compared to the long-term average
for the period (1980-2009). This
presents opportunities to enhance
water security through expand-
ing rainwater harvesting projects,
recharging groundwater aquifers,
and increasing the utilisation of
conventional water resources.

Collectively, these indicators
confirm the continued adoption by
GCC countries of integrated water
management policies based on di-
versifying supply sources, enhanc-
ing reuse, developing desalination
technologies, and preserving natu-
ral resources, thereby supporting
the achievement of Sustainable
Development Goals and enhanc-
ing the region’s ability to face wa-
ter scarcity challenges. -ona
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MSX index
ends higher

Al Batinah Development Company, up 4.69%,

was the top gainer while, Construction

Materials, down 4.41%, was the top loser

MUSCAT: The MSX index
closed at 7,349.10 points, up
by 0.19% from previous close.
The Sharia Index ended up by
0.35% at 584.51 points. Al Bati-
nah Development Company, up
4.69%, was the top gainer while,
Construction Materials, down
4.41%, was the top loser. Shares
of OQGN were the most active in
terms of number of shares traded
while OQEP were the most active
in terms of turnover.

A total number of 9026 trades
were executed during the day’s
trading session, generating turn-
over of RO 46.41 million, with
more than 148.66 million shares
changing hands. Out of 69 trad-
ed securities, 18 advanced, 21
declined, and 30 remained un-
changed. At the session close, do-
mestic investors were net buyers
for RO 1058K while GCC & Arab
investors were net sellers for RO
569K, followed by foreign inves-
tors for RO 489K worth of shares.

Financial Index closed at
12,945.93 points, down -0.34%.
Prices of Al Batinah Develop-
ment Company, Muscat Finance,
Oman & Emirates Investment,
United Finance, National Bank
Oman were up by 4.69%, 3.18%,
2.26%, 1.14%, 0.88% respectively.
Prices of Al Anwar Investment,
Al Omaniya Financial Servic-

es, Al Madina Takaful, Takaful
Oman, Bank Dhofar were down
by 5.00%, 2.58%, 1.77%, 1.56%,
1.40% respectively.

Industrial Index closed at

9412.34 points, down -0.21%.
Prices of A’Saffa Foods, Gulf Mush-
room Products were up by 2.74%,
0.71% respectively. Prices of Con-
struction Materials, Al Maha Ce-
ramics, Al Anwar Ceramics, Gal-
far Engineering, Voltamp Energy
were down by 4.41%, 1.85%, 0.76%,
0.64%, 0.57% respectively.
Services Index was up by 0.58%
before closing at 2,949.88 points.
Prices of OQ Gas Networks, Abraj
Energy, Al Suwadi Power, Al Su-
wadi Power, Al Batinah Power
were up by 4.55%, 2.26%, 0.54%,
0.54%, 0.54% respectively. Prices
of Muscat Desalination, Ooredoo,
Barka Desalination, Oman Tel-
ecom, Sembcorp Salalah were
down by 1.10%, 0.62%, 0.59%,
0.50%, 0.39% respectively.— unitea

Securities

MUGSCAT

o 0CK
EXCHANGE

INDICES

Index High Low. Value Prev.Value.......... ) i o Diff %
MSX 30 INDEX.......ooiuuummerrenmerrersernareenes 7,374.65 ....cceee. 7,333.58 7,349.10 7,334.80 14.30 0.19 %
FINANCIAL INDEX 13,076.12 12,933.18 12,945.93 12,989.83 -43.89 -0.34 %
Industry Inde: 9,439.73 9,410.94 9,412.34 9,431.86 -19.53 -0.21%
Services Index 2,959.18 2,932.83 2,949.88 2,932.83 17.05 0.58 %
MSX Shariah Index 586.08 581.45 584.51 582.48 2.03 0.35%
MSX TR INDEX. .11,409.44 11,345.89 11,369.91 11,34779 22.12 0.19 %
FINANCIAL TR IDX. ..16,076.41 .15,900.67 15,916.35 15,970.31 -53.96 -0.34 %
INDUSTRIAL TR IDX. .12,089.90............12,053.03 12,054.82 12,079.82 -25.01 -0.21%
SERVICES TR IDX 3,964.74 3,929.44 3,952.28 3,929.44 22.84 0.58 %
FIXED INCOME INDEX 1,253.83 1,253.83 1,253.83 1,253.83 0.00 0.00 %
Trading Summary

Volume ................ Turnover .........Trades Market Cap. Up Down Equal.........Sec. Traded
148,667,409............ 46,409,646................. 9,026 37,801,124,911 18 21 30 69
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SOHAR INTERNATIONAL BANK.........cc.cconvmns 26,':512,067 ........... 4,815,267,

110,501 20,584,

ALBATINAH POWER

96,926 18,141 11 0.189)..
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OMO0000003026 OMAN TELECOM
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220 7.

OMO0000003968 OOREDOO
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60,000,000
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..... 3,576,000,000
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......... 242,461,275

127763,218
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9,000,000
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9,559,336
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12,969,000
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AL OMANIYA FINANCIAL SERVICE 3,050 461
OMO0000001772. ALANWAR INVESTMENT 7,100 1,350
Total 4 140,363,433.... 44,868,949......
OM0000001590. MUSCAT FINANCE 4,383 21
OM0000004669 SHARQIYAH DESALINATION. 5,555 933
OM0000011151 OMIFCO, KAGRIRY ¢ g— 1,368,155
OMO0000001095........... DHOFAR INSURANCE 300 102
OM0000001160.. NATIONAL GAS 57184
OM0000001897. MAJAN COLLEGE. 5,000
OM0000002028 GULF INTERNATIONAL CHEMICALS 2,88

OM0000003265 NATIONAL DETERGENT.

3,000

1,470,000

OM0000003711.. SOHAR POWER

1

OM0000005260 OMAN ARAB BANK

185,980

OM0000007407 DHOFAR GENERATING

11,111

12,420,000
4,840,000

532,729,727

OM0000009569 JABAL REIF

8,400

OM0000010823. OMAN GATEWAY FUND,

............ 17,779,200
17,922,000
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OM0000008868 THE PEARL REIF

600

OMO0000003521...
OMO0000002168..

AL ANWAR CERAMIC

GALFAR ENGINEERING & CONTRACTING....6,500
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0.000.......... 27,616,816
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1,665,886

28,600,000

90,064,033

13,999,536
15,750,000

14,575,000

OM0000008447 OMAN REIT FUND 202,332

OM0000007084 MUSCAT CITY DESALINATION 1511

OM0000004776 TAKAFUL OMAN. 5,100

OM0000005005 ALMAHA CERAMICS 309

OM0000002275 SHELL OMAN MARKETING 1,180 931 R SO~ 0.800........... 0.800
CONSTRUCTION MATERIAL INDUSTRIES.... 8,883 567. 5 0.06: 0.072

Total 2

............ 73,150,000
4,062,500

8,115,672, 1,524,955 577

Sohar International drives social, economic value
via mass wedding sponsorship in Al Mudhaibi

MUSCAT: Continuing its sup-
port for community-uplifting ini-
tiatives, Sohar International an-
nounced its main sponsorship of
the 8th mass wedding in Al Mud-
haibi, which celebrated the mar-
riage of 27 grooms from across the
Sultanate of Oman and its resident
community on 31 July.

Bringing people together in a
powerful expression of national
solidarity, the event strengthened
social cohesion while generating
a positive economic impact, with a
total cost of OMR 50,000.

Through this sponsorship, So-
har International reaffirms its
commitment to aligning with na-
tional efforts aimed at strengthen-
ing the foundations of Omani soci-
ety, facilitating family formation,
and easing marriage expenses for
youth to build a stable community.
This aligns with the bank’s ethos,
which was previously demon-
strated by the introduction of its
interest-free marriage loan as an
innovative and accessible financ-
ing solution.

The mass wedding was held
under the umbrella of the Social
Committee in Wilayat Mudhaibi
and Al Mudhaibi Club. The event
featured an accompanying charity
exhibition to support productive
families, with the participation of
over 20 (SMEs).

It also included performances
of various folk and heritage arts,
alongside honoring the grooms
and sponsoring companies, And
with the efforts of more than 300
volunteers from the wilayat.

In this regard, Abdul Qader

Ahmed Al Sumali, Chief Retail &
Wealth Management Officer at So-
har International, stated: “At Sohar
International, we take immense
pride in sponsoring initiatives that
foster social solidarity, such as
the 8th mass wedding. This stems
from a deeply-rooted corporate vi-
sion through which we believe that
social stability is the bedrock of
economic prosperity. Our support
for this event is a strategic invest-
ment aimed at easing the financial
burden on young couples embark-
ing on marriage. It also transforms
these occasions into vital econom-
ic drivers that empower entrepre-
neurs and SMEs, while stimulat-
ing the services sector and related
local markets.

“Through this, we reaffirm our
deep commitment to the goals of
Oman Vision 2040 in achieving
sustainable development, em-
bodying responsible corporate
citizenship, and fostering commu-
nity partnerships that value local

grassroots efforts and support the
nation’s development journey.”

Ahmed Alhabsi - Head of the
mass Wadding added, stating: “So-
har International’s sponsorship
of this mass wedding exempli-
fies a model partnership between
the banking sector and civil soci-
ety organizations. With the total
number of beneficiaries reaching
169 grooms since the initiative’s
inception in 2017, and a remark-
able turnout exceeding 5500
well-wishers at this ceremony, it
clearly underscores how effec-
tively these community initiatives
align with authentic Omani values
and religious principles that call
for facilitating marriage. This, in
turn, yields sustainable positive
impacts that contribute to family
stability, social cohesion, and the
nation’s progress.”

This sponsorship reflects the
continuity of Sohar International’s
approach to supporting national
initiatives, reaffirming its commit-

ment to delivering value that ex-
tends beyond traditional banking
toward meaningful partnerships
aimed at strengthening the Sultan-
ate’s social fabric. This is achieved
by building bridges of cooperation
with various entities to empower
individuals, instill the values of
solidarity and synergy, and drive
social development in alignment
with national priorities focused on
building a sustainable society.

By adopting this development-
driven mindset, Sohar Interna-
tional continues to build impactful
partnerships that blend the hu-
manitarian dimension with devel-
opmental value. This falls within
an integrated Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) vision aimed
at creating a sustainable impact
on society, while reinforcing the
bank’s role as an active national
partner in supporting initiatives
that contribute to achieving bal-
anced development and elevating
the quality oflife.

AT benefits for developing countries outweligh risks

WASHINGTON: The World
Bank has said that artificial intel-
ligence could enable developing
countries to achieve the equivalent
of a century of development within
a decade if they move quickly to
improve electricity supplies, ex-
pand internet access and strength-
en digital skills.

In a report released on Tuesday,
the World Bank said emerging
economies have greater oppor-
tunities than risks in benefiting
from artificial intelligence, adding
that Al is not expected to result
in widespread job losses in these
countries compared with high-in-
come economies.

Emerging economies have greater opportunities than
risks in benefiting from Al, and Al is not expected to
result in widespread job losses in these countries
compared with high-income economies

The report noted that develop-
ing countries do not need large lan-
guage models or massive invest-
ments. Instead, they can deploy

low-cost Al applications tailored
to local needs to improve health-
care, education, judicial services
and agricultural extension.

Itadded that 14.2 percent of jobs
in high-income countries are ex-
posed to the effects of generative
artificial intelligence, compared
with 4.5 percent in low- and mid-
dle-income countries, while the
expected productivity gains are
broadly similar across both groups.

The World Bank urged govern-
ments to invest in digital infra-
structure and energy, while warn-
ing of the risks of widening income
inequality, the spread of misinfor-
mation and the misuse of artificial
intelligence. It stressed that failing
to seize this opportunity would
impose a significant development
cost on developing countries. -wam

RBI keeps repo rate
unchanged at 5.25%,
lowers FY27 inflation

forecast to

NEW DELHI: The Reserve Bank
of India’s Monetary Policy Com-
mittee (MPC) on Wednesday de-
cided to keep the benchmark repo
rate unchanged at 5.25 per cent
while retaining its ‘neutral’ policy
stance, citing the need for greater
clarity on the inflation trajectory
amid uncertainties surrounding
the southwest monsoon, El Nino,
geopolitics and global trade policy.

According to the Monetary
Policy Statement by RBI Gover-
nor Sanjay Malhotra, the central
bank also retained the Standing
Deposit Facility (SDF) rate at 5.0
per cent, while keeping the Mar-
ginal Standing Facility (MSF)
rate and the bank rate unchanged
at 5.5 per cent following the con-
clusion of its three-day meeting.

Malhotra said headline infla-
tion is projected to increase, pri-
marily due to supply-side pres-
sures from food and fuel, while
core inflation remains moderate
and is expected to decline after
peaking in the third quarter. He
added that greater clarity is need-
ed on the inflation trajectory and
its composition before taking any
policy action.

The RBI has projected Con-
sumer Price Index (CPI) inflation
at 5.0 per cent for the current fi-
nancial year, 10 basis points low-
er than its earlier estimate, with
quarterly projections placed at
5.3 per cent in Q1, 4.7 per cent in
Q2, 5.9 per cent in Q3 and 5.5 per
cent in Q4. Core inflation for the
financial year has been projected
at 4.3 per cent.

The Governor said, “Core infla-
tion, excluding precious metals is
projected to be lower than core,
although it is likely to align with
core inflation towards the end of
the financial year.”

He said the rise in inflation
in June was primarily driven by
higher food and fuel prices, in-
cluding fuel-induced inflation.
Despite higher input costs, core
inflation, excluding food and fuel,
remained unchanged at 3.9 per
cent in May and June.

Malhotra said the impact of El
Nino on the temporal and spatial
distribution of rainfall remains a
major risk, while global oil prices
have witnessed sharp two-way
movements due to geopolitical
developments, clouding the near-

2%

/
o

term inflation outlook. Although
broad-based inflationary pres-
sures remain modest, he cau-
tioned that second-round effects
from higher food, fuel and other
input costs could spill over into
wider inflation.

On liquidity conditions, the
Governor said, “Going ahead, the
usual return of currency during
the monsoon season, drawdown
of government cash balances, and
our special measures to attract
capital inflows are expected to aid
banking system liquidity in the
near term.”

He added, “Short-term mon-
ey market rates, especially rates
of commercial papers and cer-
tificates of deposit, moderated
in July.”

On agriculture, Malhotra said
the outlook remains clouded by
deficient and uneven southwest
monsoon rainfall under El Nino
conditions. However, reservoir
levels remain close to normal,
while government initiatives
such as crop diversification, pro-
motion of short-duration and
climate-resilient crops, along
with water harvesting and con-
servation measures, are expected
to mitigate the adverse impact of
deficient rainfall.

He added that while manufac-
turing could face cost pressures,
increasing diversification of
global supply chains should help
cushion the impact.

The Governor further said sup-
ply-side pressures arising from
the West Asia conflict had eased
somewhat since June 2026, but
the renewed escalation since the
first week of July has increased
volatility in energy prices and
revived uncertainty over global
supply chains. -anm
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RENT OR SALE?
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WJ Towell Groyﬁ Company
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Muscat 9679 0594
9679 0684

Quality car rentals
at competitive prices.

9731 6218
Salalah 9429 9325

Sohar

www.orbit-oman.com

o Fleet of 2,000 vehicles

¢ Choose from a wide range
of brands & models

e PDO, OXY and BP spec
vehicles available

e Attractive rates for short-term
& long-term lease
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Car Rental & Lease

REACH

EMPLOYERS

THROUGH

ADVERTISING

SALES/MARKETING

Outdoor Media company
requires male and female
media sales executives
with local experience and
track record in similar
roleShare CV’s To Email:
info@techmountains.net

JOB WANTED

ACCOUNTS/FINANCE

Indian male MBA
Finance, with +8 yrs of
Accounting & finance
experience seeks for

as audit associate
position. NOC available &
DL.Contact:72420067

Indian male B.com
Accountant looking

for suitable job. 13 yrs
experience in Oman. D/L
& NOC available. Contact:
90302933.

Indian female CA

inter, 3 yrs in accounts.
Contact-94863876, Email
id-j4jinuonly(@gmail.com

ACCOUNTS/FINANCE

Finance Manager, 32+ yrs
expertise in accounting,
taxation, financial
management, and ERP
implementation. Proven
record in enhancing
performance, ensuring
compliance, and driving
efficiency. Seeking
suitable leadership
position. Contact:
94676186

ADMINISTRATION

Business development
& project management
professional with 20+
yrs of experience in oil
& gas trading, tendering,
business systemization,
planning, procurement
and ISO QMS. possesses
managerial and team
lead skills. Contact:
91799438

Publish your ad
with us today

DESIGNER/AUTOCAD
D/MAN
Interior Designer with 15+
yrs Oman experience in
Interior fit-out, AutoCAD,
3D visualization, shop
drawings & site visits
with sales. D/L. Contact:
95060377

DRIVER

Bangladeshi with 10 yrs
experience looking job.
Contact: 78096017

Driver with 16 yrs
experience in Oman seeks
joh. Contact: 76274023

EDUCATION /
TRAINING

Indian male, Ph.D. in
Computer Science, 15 yrs
experience as an Assistant
Professor in India, seeking
a full-time faculty position
in a college or university.
Contact: +91 9789890933,
Email: kalinil987@gmail.
com

CARGO MADE
SIMPLE
Advertise with us

Send your advertisement to:
amcoman@choueirigroup.com

PLACE
YOUR
ADVT HERE

Send your ad to;: amcoman@ |
choueirigroup.com

JOB WANTED

MECHANICAL ENGINEER (Indian)
B.Tech with 14 yrs of Oman experience
as an Estimation Engineer, specializing in
steel sheet metal fabrication. Currently in

India, available for immediate joining.

WA/Call: +968 95945230, +91 7356745478

DEO EDITOR

__

An Indian video editor with 6
months experience and proficiency
in ADOBE PREMIERE PRO and
ADOBE AFTER EFFECTS is looking

for suitable job.

PROCUREMENT

Procurement, postgraduate 15+yrs
experience in Oman oil & gas, EPC, PEB
& structural steel projects also has
sound knowledge in import, customs
clearance and freight & logistics.

Email: arungopalakrishnan85@yahoo.com

SALES & MARKETING

Seeking a suitable position in

SALES, MARKETING

having 16 yrs of experience in Oman & 25 yrs
of total experience in the field of Infrastructure,
Industrial and Building material products.
BE Mechanical, DIM, Valid D/L

Contact: 9497 6056

RENT OR SALE?

Contact: +968 97411676

PROGUREMENT

PROGCUREMENT & SUPPLY
CHAIN PROFESSIONAL

18+ years’ GCC experience in Procurement,
Supply Chain, Warehousing & Logistics.
Available for suitable positions in Oman.

Contact : 91257663

: IW‘

! Send your advertisement to
amcoman@choueirigroup.com

JOB VACANCY JOB WANTED

EDUCATION /
TRAINING

M.Sc. Psychology & M.A.
developmental and
therapeutic play with
experience in child
development, special
education, therapeutic
play and childcare. Seeking a
suitable opportunity in Oman.
Available to join immediately.
Contact: 99866107, Email:
oliviadcruz31ll.od(@gmail.
com

ENGINEER

Civil, project engineer
(Indian Male) 10 yrs
Oman experience in
building construction
having valid D/L looking
for suitable opportunity.
Contact: 76423164. Email
:s5jnl12020(@gmail.com

Sr. Plumbing and
firefighting engineer
(MEP) Indian male 12+
years of experience.
Contact: 78407838, Email
id-niyasniyas27@gmail.
com

ENGINEER

Indian male 31, having
Oman experience of

8 yrs( sales & project
Engineer) with valid D/L.
Contact: +968 75227433.
nafeesnooruddin@gmail.com

IT

Indian male, MCA, IT
professional (experience
as network engineer, IT
support and Odoo ERP).
Contact: 79701775

Indian male, IT support
engineer 2 yrs of
experience in India.
Currently available in
Muscat for immediate
joining. Contact: +968
95848213

MANAGER

Project Manager

with 24 yrs Gulf
experience, including 12
years in Oman extensive
expertise in MEP project
management, project
execution, electrical and
mechanical installation,
testing & commissioning,
team leadership, and
project coordination.
Contact: 76925100

Contact : 75123132

FINANGE

Experienced ICWA/CMA (India), M.Com
& OACPA certified professional with 15+
years in Costing, Manufacturing Finance,

Corporate Planning & Strategy,
MIS and Budgeting.
Email: harindranath.7891@gmail.com

Contact : +968 96098863

SUPPLY CHAIN

Indian, male, MBA with 17 yrs
Oman experience in supply chain
(procurement, warehousing & logistics)
SAP knowledge, looking for suitable
placement. Ready to join immediately.

Contact : 92813310

PURCHASE/
PROCUREMENT

Indian male (36), MBA, 13
yIs exp in procurement &
logistics, valid Oman D/L,
ready to join immediately.
Contact: 92536194

SALES/MARKETING

Indian Male, BBA, 20

years experience in Sales
& Marketing in Oman.
Holding valid Oman
driving license seeks
suitable placement Contact
No:93011232 Email:
jitinjoshua920(@gmail.com

Indian professional 11 yrs
of GCC experience in sales,
administration & logistics.
Contact: 94536222,

Email: abdullahonge5@
gmail.com

Indian female, 23 yrs

old, MBA (Marketing),
currently in Oman, seeking
opportunities in Marketing,
sales, or business
development. Available

for immediate joining.
Contact: +968 95849121

CARGO AND
0GISTICS

PROMOTE YOUR
SERVIGES WITH US

!

A

Send your advertisement to amcoman@choueirigroup.com
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Russian strikes on Kyiv region
kill at least 17, injure 44 others

Russian missiles
tore through
residential
buildings and
warehouses, part
of an intensifying
campaign against

Ukraine’s capital

KYIV: Russia launched a wave of
missile attacks on the Ukrainian
capital of Kyiv and its surrounding
region early Wednesday, killing at
least 17 and wounding 44, Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy said.

The attacks began after mid-
night with air raid sirens sounding
across the capital for more than an
hour. Ukraine’s air force had ear-
lier warned that ballistic missiles
were incoming,.

According to an air force report,
Ukraine was unable to shoot down
a single Russian missile during

an overnight attack involving 115
drones and 28 high-speed missiles,
including ballistic ones.

In his post on X, Zelenskyy said
that “ballistic missile interceptors
could have saved the lives of those
killed today.”

“It is very important that our
partners understand that delays
in supplying them, or an unwill-
ingness to provide anti-ballistic
systems, lead directly to such hor-
rific casualties and destruction,”
he added

What do we know about

the Russian strikes?

Kyiv’'s military administration said
seven sites in the city were hit. The
strikes damaged residential build-
ings and warehouses:

“The enemy is once again de-
liberately striking civilians and
civilian infrastructure,” it said on
Telegram.

Mayor Vitali Klitschko said one
warehouse near the city center
was destroyed and rescue teams
pulled two people from the debris.

“There may still be people under
the rubble,” he wrote. “Search and
rescue operations are proceeding.”

Klitschko said early reports of a
burning 20-story apartment build-
ing were inaccurate. But a large
fire did break out on the edge of the
city. Debris from a downed missile
landed near a residential building.

The attack also caused an am-
monia leak, which emergency
crews worked to contain. Ukrain-
ian air defense units worked to
shoot down the incoming missiles.

South Korea police raid Starbucks
headdquarters over ‘tank day’ fiasco

SEOUL: Police raided Starbucks’
nation headquarters in South Ko-
rea on Wednesday, the company
confirmed, after a controversial
promotional event led to large
protests and boycotts of the coffee
chain across the country.

“The Seoul police raided the
headquarters of Starbucks Korea
on Wednesday morning as part
of the ongoing investigation,” said
a spokesman for the Shinsegae
Group, which operates Starbucks
Korea.

What was the controversial
promotion?

This past May, Starbucks adver-
tised large to-go cups they called
“tank tumblers” and seemed to
refer to the Gwangju Uprising as
“tank day.”

On May 18,1980, the ruling mil-
itary junta violently put down a
pro-democracy protest in the city

of Gwangju. At least 165 civilians
were killed when the army rolled
tanks out into the streets to quell
the demonstation. The Starbucks
promotional event also appeared

to allude to statements made by
the government at the time to
deny that they had tortured a stu-
dent protest leader to death.

The backlash was swift, and led

to protest and boycotts against the
coffee giant in what is the compa-
ny’s third-largest market after the
United States and China.

President Lee Jae Myung also
expressed his outrage, and Shin-
segae Group chairman Chung
Yong-jin and Starbucks Korea
CEO Son Jung-hyun resigned fol-
lowing a public apology.

‘What are police investigating?

Starbucks Korea said it con-
ducted its own internal investi-
gation into the matter and found
no evidence of wrongdoing. How-
ever, the firm admitted that the
inquiry had been hampered by,
amongst other things, not being
able to compel the people involved
in planning the promotion to hand
over their phones.

Police told the Yonhap agency
they were looking for evidence
that executives knowingly trivial-
ised the 1980 massacre.-ow

Attack comes amid intensi-
fied Russian strikes on Kyiv
Russia has struck Kyiv several
times in the past month.

On Saturday, Russian strikes on
the capital and its suburbs killed
10 people and wounded more
than 30. That same day, Ukrainian
drones sank a Russian ship in the
Black Sea.

Both sides have stepped up long-
range strikes in recent weeks. Rus-
sia used more than twice as many
missiles in July as before, accord-
ing to an analysis by the French
AFP news agency. Ukraine has also
increased drone attacks on Rus-
sian oil, gas, and supply sites.

On Tuesday, strikes in the Mos-
cow region killed five people and
wounded 10 others. The attacks hit
warehouses used by the Russian
retailer Wildberries. Moscow’s
mayor said the city’s air defenses
shot down at least 10 drones on
Wednesday.

Why does Ukraine want
more Patriot interceptors?
Earlier, Zelenskyy has asked allies
for more Patriot missile intercep-
tors, saying the lack of these de-
fenses “only encourages Russia
to launch such attacks that take
human lives.” Zelenskyy met with
US President Donald Trump last

Tuesday to lobby Washington for
licenses to build Patriot systems
inside Ukraine. United Nations
human rights monitors have raised
concerns over increased civilian
deaths in the war, which are now
at their highest level since Russia’s
invasion began in February 2022.
Russia and Ukraine both deny
targeting civilians in the war.

EU: Russia must pay for
destruction it has caused
Meanwhile, European Commis-
sion President Ursulavon der Ley-
en said, “Once again we wake up to
the news of horrible atrocities by
Russia through its aerial attacks
on Ukraine.”

In a post on X, she emphasized
that Russia must pay for the de-
struction it has caused.

“And we are using the proceeds
from the immobilised Russian as-
sets to make sure it does,” von der
Leyen wrote, announcing hat the
European Union will use €1.4 bil-
lion ($1.6 billion) in interest gen-
erated from frozen Russian assets
to help Ukraine. The money came
from interest on cash balances,
which are part of the Russian cen-
tral bank’s assets that were frozen
by the EU in the wake of Moscow’s
full-scale invasion of Ukraine in
2022. -ow

Turkish court orders
X to block Imamoglu
candidacy account

ISTANBUL: The social media
platform X announced that it was
complying with a Turkish court
order to block access to the presi-
dential candidacy account of im-
prisoned Istanbul Mayor Ekrem
Imamoglu, which has around
225,700 followers.

According to a copy of the order
posted by X on Wednesday, an Is-
tanbul court ordered the platform
to restrict access domestically to
Imamoglu’s account to protect na-
tional security and public order.

However, X said that it is chal-
lenging the order in court. “Al-
though Tturkiye’s laws force us to
comply with the order, we are chal-
lenging the order in court and, in
the spirit of full transparency, are
sharing the court order,” it said.

Elon Musk has sought to portray

X as adefender of free speech since
taking control of the company in
2022 but he has drawn criticism
for having done away with dedi-
cated measures for content mod-
eration.

In May 2025, Imamoglu’s main
X account, which had nearly 10
million followers, was blocked in
Turkey under a similar order. At
the time, X also filed a legal chal-
lenge against the order, arguing
against the restriction.

“Our challenge against this or-
der remains pending before the
Constitutional Court, awaiting a
decision following our recent legal
filings,” X said. Ekrem Imamoglu,
the popular former mayor of Is-
tanbul, is the main political rival
of Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan.-ow

Who is responsible for the Ceuta border surge?

MADRID: For a long time, the
Moroccan government chose not
to comment on the Ceuta border
crisis that saw tens of thousands
of migrants cross into the Spanish
exclave.

It was not until Sunday that Mo-
roccan interior ministry spokes-
person Rachid El Khalfi said “the
malicious exploitation of the digi-
tal space,” “misleading informa-
tion” and misinterpretations of
a Spanish Supreme Court ruling
were to blame for the incident.

Morocco has since said it never
intended for the border surge to
happen and has promised full co-

operation with Spain.
Spain, however, was quick
to suspect Moroccan involve-

ment, with Prime Minister Pedro
Sanchez calling the border breach
an “attack on our territorial sover-
eignty.” Videos have, after all, sur-
faced showing Moroccan security
forces doing nothing to stop the
crowd surging forward.

Efforts have been made to try
and explain what caused the mi-
grant crisis. Some have said Spain’s
recent rapprochement with Al-
geria may have angered Morocco,
while others have speculated US
influence may have played a role,
although there is no reliable evi-
dence to support the latter theory.

A complex situation
DW spoke with two analysts who
caution against simplistic expla-
nations. They do, however, ascribe
different degrees of responsibility
to Morocco for causing the crisis.
“I think the situation today is
significantly different from what it

was in 2021,” says Isabelle Weren-
fels, a Maghreb regional expert at
the German Institute for Interna-
tional and Security Affairs (SWP).

Back then, Morocco was inter-
ested in exerting foreign policy
pressure on Spain over the West-
ern Sahara dispute, she says. To-
day, Moroccowould have “a great
deal to lose, above all, internation-
al credibility and investment” if
found to have deliberately orches-
trated the Ceuta migrant surge.

Jochen Oltmer, a migration re-
searcher at the University of Os-
nabriick in Germany, also warns
against jumping to conclusions,
telling DW, “You have to keep in
mind the many different interests
at play.”

He points to Ceuta’s unique status

as a European exclave on the Afri-
can continent, decades of migration
flows, the impact of social networks
and the hopes of many migrants to
build better lives abroad.

Oltmer says Moroccan authori-
ties carry considerable responsi-
bility for the Ceuta crisis, as “such
aborder crossing could never have
taken place if the Moroccan side
hadn’t looked the other way.” It
was this inaction that made possi-
ble a border breach of this magni-
tude in the first place, he told DW.

‘Werenfels does not dispute this
assessment. Yet she also believes
Morocco may have wanted to send
a political signal to Spain, perhaps
over its recent rapprochement
with Algeria and its decision to
grant Spanish citizenship to indi-

viduals born in Western Sahara

before September 1977.

“But there is a significant differ-
ence between making a political
statement and orchestrating a mi-
gration surge on this scale,” Wer-
enfels says.

The expert thinks it is “unlikely”
that Morocco had planned the lat-
ter, even though it cannot be ruled
out, while stressing a lot of infor-
mation remains extremely unclear.

Who bears responsibility?

There is some evidence to sug-
gest that Morocco played a part in
the border chaos to push its own
political agenda, says Oltmer. For
years, the country has viewed itself
as an indispensable partner to the
European Union in the context of

migration policy, he says, adding
that Morocco has repeatedly em-
phasized how much the bloc de-
pends on its cooperation.

Yet the conflict over Western
Sahara and Morocco’s rivalry with
Algeria also plays an important
role, Oltmer explains. That is why
he “ultimately cannot imagine that
the recent events would have been
possible without Morocco.”

Werenfels advocates for a more
nuanced analysis. She suspects it’s
possible that Morocco wanted to
send a message but that matters
got out of control.

Werenfels says it is hard to im-
agine that Morocco would want to
risk a lasting rift with Spain and
the EU.

This is all the more true given that
Morocco will be hosting the next
football World Cup together with
Spain and Portugal and also depends
on Spanish gas supplies. In 2025,
one-quarter of Spain’s total natural
gas exports went to Morocco.

Even if Morocco had wanted to
send a political message, that does
not automatically mean that it de-
liberately orchestrated a migration
surge of this magnitude, Werenfels
says. Doing so would carry enor-
mous political and economic risk.

No evidence of third-party
involvement

Neither of the experts believes a
third country played a part in the
Ceuta border crisis. That said,
Werenfels does entertain the pos-
sibility that other governments or
political actors may have attempt-
ed to exploit the situation propa-
gandistically for their own politi-

cal interests and thereby may have
amplified the crisis.

Werenfels also says it remains
unclear how the situation esca-
lated so quickly. There is much
to suggest that news of an alleged
border opening spread very quick-
ly, prompting numerous young
Moroccans to spontaneously set
off for Ceuta. It is also possible
that, given these circumstances,
some Moroccan security person-
nel did not intervene.

Both scholars agree on the root
causes of migration. “It’s about
hope and expectations for the fu-
ture,” says Oltmer. Moroccans
have been emigrating for many
decades, with family and friend-
ship networks in Europe making
it easier for people to risk moving
abroad, he says.

Werenfels also points out so-
cial and economic factors driving
emigration. She says that while
Morocco had made progress in
recent years, many young people
are hardly seeing improvements in
their everyday lives.

The scholar says Morocco’s
education and health care sec-
tors show particularly significant
shortcomings. This lack of pros-
pects compels many to risk migrat-
ing abroad, Werenfels says.

Overall, both experts agree that
the Ceuta migrant crisis was not
brought about by a single political
decision or conspiracy theory, for
that matter. The incident instead
resulted from the interplay of geo-
political tensions, migration policy
agendas, and the often precarious
circumstances of many young Mo-
roccans. -ow
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GLOBAL warming appears to have shifted into a faster
gear. After removing the effects of El Nino, volcanic
eruptions, and solar cycles, researchers found that the
planet has warmed at roughly 0.35°C per decade over
the past ten years, compared with just under 0.2°C per
decade from 1970 to 2015.

According to the study published on the Science
Daily website, the acceleration, which became vis-
ible around 2013 to 2015, appeared across five major
global temperature datasets with more than 98% sta-
tistical certainty.

Global warming has sped up since around 2015, ac-
cording to a new analysis from the Potsdam Institute
for Climate Impact Research (PIK).

After removing the effects of natural temperature
swings, researchers found the first statistically signifi-
cant evidence that the planet’s long-term warming rate
is accelerating.

Over the past decade, global temperatures have
risen at an estimated pace of about 0.35°C per decade,
depending on the dataset used. By comparison, the av-
erage warming rate from 1970 to 2015 was just under
0.2°C per decade.

The recent pace is higher than that of any previous
decade since instrumental temperature records began in
1880. Scientists Isolate the Long-Term Warming Signal

“We can now demonstrate a strong and statisti-
cally significant acceleration of global warming since
around 2015,” says Grant Foster, a US statistics ex-
pert and co-author of the study, which was published
today in the scientific journal Geophysical Research
Letters as quoted in ScienceDaily.

“We filter out known natural influences in the obser-
vational data, so that the ‘noise’ is reduced, making the
underlying long-term warming signal more clearly vis-
ible,” Foster added.

In climate data, “noise” refers to short-term tem-
perature changes that can temporarily hide or exag-
gerate the underlying trend. El Nino, for example, can
push global temperatures higher for a limited period
by releasing heat from the tropical Pacific Ocean into
the atmosphere.

Volcanic eruptions can have the opposite effect by
sending particles into the atmosphere that reflect
sunlight, while changes in the Sun’s activity can also
produce smaller temperature variations. To separate
these temporary influences from the broader warming
trend, the researchers analysed measurements from
five widely used global temperature data sets (NASA,
NOAA, HadCRUT, Berkeley Earth, ERA5).
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Global warming has sped up
'H.‘l_lcp around 2015, according to
3w analysis from the Potsdam

Institute _?_r Climate Impact
- e
Research (PIK)

“The adjusted data show an acceleration of global
warming since 2015 with a statistical certainty of over
98 per cent, consistent across all data sets examined
and independent of the analysis method chosen,” ex-
plains Stefan Rahmstorf, PIK researcher and lead au-
thor of the study, as quoted in ScienceDaily.

Warming acceleration appears across five datasets

A statistical certainty of more than 98 per cent
means the researchers found strong evidence that the
change in the warming rate is real rather than the re-
sult of random variation in the data.

The same overall pattern appeared in all five tem-
perature records, even though the datasets are pro-
duced by different scientific organisations and use
somewhat different methods.

After the researchers adjusted for El Nino and the
solar maximum, the extreme warmth of 2023 and
2024 was reduced slightly in the analysis. Even so,
both years remained the two warmest since instru-
mental records began. Across all of the datasets, the
acceleration started to become visible in 2013 or 2014.
The researchers describe the broader shift as begin-
ning around 2015, when the evidence became clearer.

Two statistical methods point to the same shift

To determine whether the warming rate had
changed since the 1970s, the team used two statistical
approaches. The first was a quadratic trend analysis,
which tests whether the temperature curve is bending
upward over time rather than rising at a constant rate.

Thesecondwasapiece-wiselinearmodel. This meth-
od divides the temperature record into separate peri-
ods and objectively identifies when the rate of warm-
ing appears to change. Both approaches supported

the conclusion that global warming has accelerated.

The research was designed to detect and measure
the statistical acceleration, not to determine exactly
why it has occurred.

However, the authors noted that climate models can
produce periods in which warming speeds up. In other
words, an increasing rate of warming is consistent
with the range of behaviour represented in current cli-
mate modelling. Climate models are computer simula-
tions that use the laws of physics to estimate how the
atmosphere, oceans, ice, and land respond to green-
house gases and other influences. They do not predict
every short-term fluctuation perfectly, but they help
scientists evaluate long-term climate patterns and
possible future changes.

1.5°C Threshold Could Be

Exceeded Before 2030

“If the warming rate of the past 10 years continues,
it would lead to a long-term exceedance of the 1.5°C
limit of the Paris Agreement before 2030,” says Ste-
fan Rahmstorf.

“How quickly the Earth continues to warm ultimate-
ly depends on how rapidly we reduce global CO2 emis-
sions from fossil fuels to zero,” added Stefan Rahmstorf
as quoted on the ScienceDaily website.

The 1.5°C limit refers to the goal of restricting long-
term global warming to 1.5°C above preindustrial tem-
peratures. A single year above that level does not by
itself mean the Paris Agreement threshold has been
permanently crossed. Scientists generally focus on
sustained warming over a longer period. The findings
suggest that Earth may now be warming considerably
faster than it did during the final decades of the 20th
century. Whether that acceleration continues will de-
pend heavily on future carbon dioxide emissions from
coal, oil, and natural gas. - ant
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De Minaur wins all-Aussie clash
against Duckworth in Montreal

The third-seed was made to work hard by a

fellow countryman before advancing to the
third round of the ATP Montreal Masters

MONTREAL: Alex de Minaur
blew through the opening set but
needed some good luck in the sec-
ond to emerge with a 6-2, 7-6 (8/6)
opening win over James Duck-
worth on Tuesday at the ATP Mon-
treal Masters.

De Minaur, seeded third, hasn’t
lostto afellow Aussie in four years,
but his 86th-ranked compatriot
made him work hard to keep that
streak alive.

The second-round match turned
in an instant in the second-set
tie-breaker when a return which
rolled off the top of the net handed
de Minaur a match point after he
saved six set points for his oppo-
nent. “A little bit of luck went my
way in the tiebreaker,” de Minaur
said. “He was hitting me off the
court in the second set, but I got
lucky and managed to sneak away
with the tiebreaker.

Alcaraz withdraws
from Cincinnati Open

CINCINNATI: Carlos Al-
caraz withdrew on Tuesday
from the Cincinnati Open
because of a lingering right
wrist injury that has side-
lined him since April.

The No. 2-ranked Span-
iard was hoping to return to
defend his title in the hard-
court tournament, which
serves as an important
warmup for the US Open.

“We know Carlos is doing
everything he can to get back
to playing tournaments as
soon as possible,” tourna-
ment director Bob Moran
said in a statement.

“We wish him the best

with his recovery and look
forward to welcoming him
back to Cincinnati in the
future.”

Alcaraz last played at the
Barcelona Open, then missed
the French Open and the
entire grass-court season,
including Wimbledon.

Heis entered in the US
Open, where he is the defend-
ing champion. Recent photos
and videos on social media
have shown the seven-time
Grand Slam winner on the
practice courts, so it was
thought he would be ready to
play in the Cincinnati event
that begins August 11. - agencies

“Ultimately it was a lot of fight-
ing and competing,” added de Min-
aur, the 2023 runner-up in Canada
who married British WTA player
Katie Boulter last month.

In other second-round action,
China’s Shang Juncheng — only
just returned from months away
because of injury — scored the first
notable upset of the week with 7-5,
4-6, 7-6 (7/5) defeat of 10th seed
Andrey Rublev.

Shang saved five match points
on his way to the third round,
breaking Rublev as he served for
the match at 5-3 in the third and
hanging on to win a seven-deuce
service game.

Tsitsipas’ Buddhist
philosophy
Former world No.3 Stefanos Tsit-

sipas regained some of the touch
lost during a recent rankings
slump, with the high-profile quali-
fier dispatching Martin Damm 6-4,
6-4 in a first-round match delayed
by rain.

The 98-minute victory sends
Tsitsipas into a match with Brazil-
ian Joao Fonseca.

The 53rd-ranked Tsitsipas, win-
ner last month in Gstaad, said that
his latest coaching split from his
father, Apostolos, is paying off.

“It’s a chapter that should have
started a long time ago,” Tsitsi-
pas said. “I guess I was too patient
with my time and too nice with
handling certain things, to take
so much time to proceed with the
change. But it’s how life works.

“Certain things come at a cer-
tain time, I'm very Buddhist in that

sort of philosophy.”

The Greek claimed the opening
set against Damm and came back
from a break down in the second
to earn a 5-2 lead and the chance to
serve it out.

Damm managed to break back
before Tsitsipas clinched the vic-
tory two games later.

Hubert Hurkacz, a 2022 final-
ist in Montreal who is coming
back from a knee injury suffered
at Wimbledon, beat Marcos Giron
7-5,4-6,6-2.

Britain’s Jakob Fearnley, who
reached the final of a hard court
Challenger last month, advanced
past French veteran Adrian Man-
narino 7-6 (7/3), 6-4, overcoming
more than 30 unforced errors to
book a meeting with 13th seeded
Czech Jakub Mensik.

Fellow Brit Jack Draper shed
bitter tears as his latest injury
comeback collapsed in a 6-3, 2-6,
6-2 loss to France’s Terrance At-
mane, who delivered an ace on
match point.

Draper, who had not played a
match since Eastbourne in June,
was consoled at the net by his vic-
torious opponent.

It was more disappointment
for Draper after he and new coach
Andy Murray travelled to last
week’s Washington event only for
Draper to withdraw as an existing
arm injury flared up.

Canadian Denis Shapovalov,
who reached the final in Los Cabos
at the weekend, was disappoint-
ed to retire with an ankle injury
to hand a 4-6, 6-4, 3-0 victory to
Zachary Svajda. - Agencies

Sabalenka eases past qualifier Uchijima

TORONTO: World No.l Aryna
Sabalenka returned to her hard
court comfort zone with a 6-3,
6-3 victory over Japanese quali-
fier Moyuka Uchijima in the WTA
1000 in Toronto on Tuesday.

It was a solid start for Sabalenka
in her bid to bounce back after fall-
ing in the quarter-final at Roland
Garros and in the round of 16 at
Wimbledon. The Belarusian star
has dominated on hard courts this
year and on Tuesday notched her
24th win in 25 matches on the sur-
face. The lone defeat was her loss
to Elena Rybakina in the Austral-
ian Open final.

Now she’s eyeing a North Ameri-
can hard court run that could in-
clude a three-peat at the US Open,
the final Grand Slam of the year that
starts on August 30 in New York.
“I'm happy with the performance,
I'm happy with the fight,” Sabalenka
said after her second-round opener.
“I knew going into this match I
might struggle a little bit after a lit-
tle break, but I was ready for that.
“I’'m happy that mentally and physi-
cally I was ready to go.”

In the third round she’ll face
China’s Zhang Shuai, who was
leading Jelena Ostapenko 6-0, 4-0
when the Latvian retired from
their match.

Pretty physical

Former world No.l Iga Swiatek

survived some nervy moments to

launch her US Open build-up with

a 6-0, 6-3 victory over Sara Bejlek.
In her first match since her

Wimbledon title defence ended
with a third-round exit, Poland’s
seventh-seeded Swiatek was roll-
ing through the first nine games,
appearing in total control with a
double-break for a 3-0 lead in the
second. But her Czech opponent
dug in and disrupted Swiatek’s

rhythm, winning two straight
games before Swiatek pulled off
a great escape — fending off nine
break points in a 22-minute sixth
game to hold serve for a4-2 lead.
Iga Swiatek bounced back from
nervy moments to complete a 6-0,
6-3 win. “I'm happy that I stayed in

the game and stayed solid because
I felt at the end it got pretty physi-
cal,” Swiatek said.

Swiatek has slipped from third
inthe world at this time last year to
her current eighth.

Eighth-seeded American Aman-
da Anisimova reached the third
round by walkover when sched-
uled opponent Lanlana Tararudee
of Thailand withdrew because of
illness. Ninth-seeded Ukrainian
Elina Svitolina rallied from a set
and a break down to beat Spain’s
Jessica Bouzas Maneiro 6-7 (5/7),
7-6 (7/4), 6-4.

And 10th-seeded Ukrainian
Marta Kostyuk, who reached the
semi-final at Roland Garros and
‘Wimbledon, shook off a slow start
to beat Canadian wild card Kather-
ine Sebov 7-6 (7/4), 6-0.

Recovering Raducanu to
miss US Open

Emma Raducanu will miss the US
Open as she continues her recov-
ery from a stress fracture.

The British No.l suffered the
injury to her right lower leg during
the grass-court season and made a
late decision to pull out of Wimble-
don.

The 2021 US Open champion
will now sit out this year’s event at
Flushing Meadows, which begins
on August 23. The decision was
made after the 23-year-old’s lat-
est consultations with her medi-
cal team. She had only recently
stepped back on court wearing a
protective boot. - agencies

‘Most exciting player’ Eala shows ‘Filipino heart’ to make history

WASHINGTON: As the umpire
called the winning point, Alexan-
dra Eala collapsed to the ground
in tears - knowing her country had
been with her for every step of the
tournament.

She overcame weather delays,
and the loss of the first set, to de-
feat world number three Jessica
Pegula in the Washington Open
final, becoming the first Filipina to
win a WTA title.

“To the Filipino community,
here in DC and back home, wher-
ever you are in the world. I really
feel all the love.”

Even Pegula was impressed by
the turnout on Monday, for the
continuation of Sunday’s final.

“I can definitely confirm this is
the best Monday final crowd I've
seen,” the American said. “I'm sure
some people took off work. I won’t
tell them where you guys were.”

Former world No.1 Rafael Na-
dal, whose academy Eala graduat-

ed from, congratulated her on the
win, writing on X: “A well-deserved
title for all the hard work.”

Eala lost just three games once
the final resumed on Monday

Despite only being 21 years old,
this has been a long time coming
for Eala.

She first started playing at the
age of four, saying: “I went to train
every day after school with my

ruffled socks, light-up shoes and
chubby cheeks.”

Going on to join Nadal’s tennis
academy, she had the opportunity
to train with the 22-time Grand
Slam champion.

She graduated from there in
2023, having her diploma present-
ed to her by the world No.1 at the
time, Iga Swiatek.

Three years later, Eala knocked

the Pole out of Wimbledon - be-
coming the first player from the
Philippines to reach the fourth
round of a Grand Slam in the Open
era. Her improvement has been
visible, beating the top three seeds
at the Washington Open.

After defeating third seed Nao-
mi Osaka, Pegula described the
world number 20 as “the future of
the tour”.

‘Our new champion’

In 2022, Eala was on the cover of
Vogue Philippines after becoming
the first Filipina to win a junior
Grand Slam title.

But it was her victory over
Swiatek in the quarter-finals of the
Miami Open in 2025, that brought
a new passion for tennis to the
Philippines.

There has been a lot of love for
the young star from her commu-
nity, with queues to see her play
growing and fans following her all
over the world.

There are more than 75,000
members of the Filipino commu-
nity in Washington, with a further
four million across the US who will
be watching her in the US Open in
late August.

“To all the Filipino fans that
came out and have supported,
you guys are helping grow tennis
around the world,” Pegula said af-
ter the match. Fellow Filipino and

former boxing champion, Manny
Pacquiao, wrote on social media
that her comeback showed the
“heart of a Filipino” before calling
her “our new champion”.

Former British No.l Greg
Rusedski has hailed Eala as “the
most exciting player on the WTA
Tour”. “She is fearless, she takes
the ball early, she is a lefty,” he
said on his podcast Off Court With
Greg Rusedski. “Her mentality is
so good and so strong.”

“The one area she needs in her
game to win a major is to get that
serve a bit better and more pow-
erful. “Maybe next year if she can
get that improvement on the serve
then she’s definitely in the mix [for
a major] because the rest of her
game is there.”

US Open champion and former
world number one Andy Roddick
described her as “the real deal”.
“She is just not scared to go against
the top players,” he said. - agencies
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Mo Salah given hero’s welcome
before his move to Trabzonspor

The Egyptian legend
scored just seven
Premier League goals
in his final season

at Liverpool

ISTANBUL: Turkish club Tra-
bzonspor are set to confirm the
signing of Mohamed Salah as the
Egypt captain was mobbed by fans
on his arrival in Turkiye.

Hundreds of fans gathered out-
side Ataturk Airport in Istanbul
on Wednesday as Salah emerged
wearing Trabzonspor colours be-
fore engaging with the excited
crowd. The 34-year-old forward
left Liverpool at the end of last
season after nine years on Mersey-
side, scoring 257 goals.

Itisunclear what Salah will earn
at Trabzonspor, but as he is a free
agent, the Super Lig club will have
been able to commit more of their
budget towards Salah’s wages.

Salah, who has scored 50 Cham-
pions League goals, will play Eu-
ropean football with Trabzonspor
next season after they finished
third, eight points behind champi-
ons Galatasaray.

If they fail to progress to the
league phase of the Europa League
via the play-offs, they will drop
down to the Conference League.

Salah became Liverpool’s high-
est earner in their history when
he signed a reported £400,000-a-
week contract in April 2025. Nick-
named the Black Sea Storm, Tra-
bzonspor have won seven league
titles, six of which came between
1976 and 1984. In 2022, they

W

claimed their most recent league
success, ending a 38-year wait.

Based in the north-eastern city
of Trabzon, they are one of only six
teams to have won the Turkish Su-
per Lig.

Salah’s signing will go down as
the club’s biggest as he joins for-
mer Liverpool striker Daniel Stur-
ridge and former Arsenal winger
Nicolas Pepe in donning the claret
and sky blue shirt.

He helped the Liverpool to
win two Premier League titles,
the Champions League, the Club
World Cup, UEFA Super Cup, FA

Cup and two EFL Cups.

During his time in England, the
Egyptian won the Premier League
Golden Boot on four occasions and
was named the Professional Foot-
ballers’ Association player of the
year three times - in 2018, 2022
and 2025. But despite scoring 29
goals and making 18 assists in
Liverpool’s 2024-25 title-winning
season, Salah’s minutes dimin-
ished the following campaign after
afalling out with former Reds head
coach Arne Slot.

Salah fever takes over Turkiye

Since announcing he would be

World Cup hero Torres throws
first pitch at Yankee Stadium

NEW YORK: Ferran Torres, who
scored the winning goal for Spain
in the World Cup final last month,
threw out the ceremonial first
pitch at Yankee Stadium on Tues-
day night.

Wearing a white Yankees jersey
with the No. 7, Torres threw his
pitch from in front of the mound
to infielder José Caballero, a noted
fan of Torres’ Barcelona.

“Not too much to be honest,
but I just want to enjoy the game,”
Torres said when asked what he
knows about the Yankees. “I see
some of the players and I wish
them the best of luck.”

Torres is negotiating a trans-

Vozinha

SANTIAGO: The Chilean Football
Federation (ANFP) has granted an
exemption to allow Cape Verde
goalkeeper Vozinha to wear his
nickname on his Colo Colo shirt.
The 40-year-old signed a six-
month contract with the Chilean
Liga de Primera side on Monday
after garnering global acclaim for
his performances at the World Cup.

Under league rules, he is re-
quired to play under his legal name
Josimar Jose Evora Dias, with
ANFP regulations stating “nick-
names, appellations or sobriquets
will not be permitted” on playing
shirts.

However, Colo Colo have suc-
cessfully secured permission for

fer to Paris Saint-Germain after
scoring 16 goals for Barcelona last
season. He has one year remaining
on his contract and has scored 41
goals in 140 games during five sea-
sons with Barcelona after spend-
ing two seasons with Manchester
City of the Premier League and
three with Valencia of La Liga.

Torres declined to discuss the
potential transfer Tuesday. Dur-
ing an appearance on NBC’s “To-
day” show on Monday, Torres ad-
dressed the situation by saying:
“Barcahave to show they love me.
They can come and negotiate,
and in the end, everything will be
discussed.

granted

him to play under his famous mon-
iker, which means ‘little granny’ in
Portuguese. “It is the name I have
used my entire life,” Vozihna said
in a news conference. “In Cape
Verde, it holds great significance
and a rich history, and now it does
globally as well.

“If my grandmother were alive
today, I think she would be proud. I
hope to keep using it for the rest of
my career as a tribute.”

Vozinha arrived in Santiago on
Sunday to a lively reception from
Colo Colo’s fans and joined his new
team-mates in training two days
later. The veteran goalkeeper be-
came a cult hero when Cape Verde
claimed their first-ever World Cup

“Whenever (teams like PSG)
want you, it’s a good thing. I have a
contract with Barca.

“It’s true that in football you nev-
er know what might happen, but
the good thing is that, since I have a
contract, I can wait and decide for
myself.”

Torres was a second-half sub-
stitute in Spain’s 1-0 victory over
Argentina in the World Cup final
and scored in the 106th minute. He
pounced on a bouncing ball in the
box and used his left foot to bury a
shot just under the crossbar.

“To be honest my life has
changed a little bit, but I feel very
grateful,” Torres said. - agencies

leaving Liverpool a year before
his two-year contract extension
ended, the football world has been
wondering where he would next be
playing.

After a successful World Cup
campaign where Egypt reached
the round of 16 for the first time
before narrowly losing to Argen-
tina, Salah was reported to be close
to an agreement with a different
Turkish club, Besiktas.

With a deal breaking down re-
portedly because of finances, Salah
reached an agreement instead
with Trabzonspor.

The Turkish side took to their
social media on Tuesday night to
tease the arrival of Salah with the
Pyramids being shown on a video
next to Papara Park.

But, following swiftly was an-
other post stating “negotiations
had begun” between Salah and
Trabzonspor before showing how
Salah’s Wednesday flight into Is-
tanbul could be tracked.

“Trabzon, are you ready? See
you very soon,” he said in a video
onboard a private jet and posted on
social media.

Trabzonpor’s flight tracking

came in handy as a huge amount
of fans gathered outside the air-
port to welcome Salah, who was
greeted like a movie star. As one
of sport’s biggest global stars, this
transfer for Trabzonspor is huge.

Their current squad includes
on-loan Manchester United goal-
keeper Andre Onana, as well as a
couple of Cape Verde’s World Cup
stars in Wagner Pina and Sidny
Lopes Cabral.

The official announcement of
negotiations to the Istanbul stock
market saw Trabzonspor shares
rise 6.5%. - Agencies

Arsenal ready to sign

Newcastle’s

LONDON: Arsenal are set to
complete their protracted move
for Newcastle United captain
Bruno Guimaraes.

BBC Sport reported earlier that
Guimaraes was expected to move
to the Premier League champions
following a breakthrough in talks.

And a full agreement is now
almost done, with Guimaraes
waiting for permission to leave
Newcastle’s training base in La
Manga, in Spain, to finalise the
formalities of his move to Emir-
ates Stadium.

The Gunners are now mak-
ing preparations for the Brazil
midfielder’s medical this week.
There is no confirmation of a fee
but sources are indicating it could
reach £80m.

Guimaraes, who joined New-
castle from Lyon in 2022, has
made clear his intention to join
Arsenal as the 28-year-old has
emerged as Mikel Arteta’s first-
choice central midfield target.

Newecastle and Arsenal have
been discussing the finer terms
of the deal this week with a final
agreement now considered a for-
mality. Guimaraes has appeared
48 times for Brazil.

Coventry signs goalie
Rushworth
Newly-promoted Coventry City

Sulmaraes

signed Brighton goalkeeper Carl
Rushworth in a deal worth a re-
ported club record 22.5 million
euros (30 million dollars) on
Tuesday.

Rushworth enjoyed a success-
ful loan spell at Coventry during
the club’s promotion-winning
campaign last season.

The 25-year-old made 46 ap-
pearances in the Championship
and kept 17 clean-sheets as Cov-
entry won the second tier title,
convincing boss Frank Lampard
to sign him on a permanent basis.

So many emotions

“I’'m really happy, there’s so many
emotions, said Rushworth, who
has signed a “long-term” contract
with Coventry.

“There’s excitement, I can fi-
nally relax knowing it’s done and
that I'm back with the boys and at
aclubIloved being at.

“I'm excited to have this new
challenge in the Premier League
and to be able to call this place
home is a big thing I've been look-
ing forward to.”

Lampard added: “It’s great to
have Carl back with us on a per-
manent basis.

“He’s a top professional, a great
character and he had a huge im-
pact on the team to help us get
promoted last season.” - agencies

shirt name exemption by Chile FA

THNDA=
CoLa-Cn

point against Spain in the group
stage and has seen his social me-
dia fame explode from 50,000
Instagram followers to nearly 30
million. After helping his team
reach the knockout stages, taking
finalists Argentina to extra time in
the last 32, Vozinha was named in
FIFA’s team of the tournament and
even had a newly discovered spe-
cies of sea slug named after him.

Vozinha’s career has taken him
to Slovakia, Angola, Moldova, Cy-
prus and, most recently, Portu-
guese second division side Chaves,
but he has always believed himself
to be a “’big club’ player”.

Joining Colo Colo, the most suc-
cessful team in the Primera Divi-

sion (34 titles) and Copa Chile
(14), is his career “highlight”.

“The decision was very clear.
Despite playing in smaller leagues
for clubs that weren’t exactly gi-
ants, deep down I always told my-
selfTwas a ‘big club’ player,” Vozin-
ha said. “So when Colo Colo came
calling, there was no doubt. From
day one, I knew where I wanted
to play. I received many offers but
Colo Colo was always the priority.

“The World Cup was the best
thing that ever happened to me
in football, but that is in the past
now. Being here representing Colo
Colo - a massive club with a rich
history - is the highlight of my club
career.” - Agencies
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Bank Muscat connects visitors of
Muscat and Salalah through
innovative interactive experience
& brings attractive Khareef offers

The innovative
“Khareef Portal”
interactive screens
have attracted
significant interest
and engagement
from visitors across
all segments of
society, delivering a
unique experience
that connects the
Governorates of
Muscat and Dhofar
through a live, real-
time broadcast
between the bank’s
booths at Oman Mall
and Uptown Salalah

MUSCAT: Bank Muscat, the lead-
ing financial services provider in
Oman, continues to offer interac-
tive activities and exclusive bank-
ing promotions as part of its Kha-
reef Dhofar campaign.

The innovative “Khareef Por-
tal” interactive screens have at-
tracted significant interest and
engagement from visitors across
all segments of society, delivering
a unique experience that connects
the Governorates of Muscat and
Dhofar through a live, real-time
broadcast between the bank’s
booths at Oman Mall and Uptown
Salalah. The initiative has ena-
bled visitors at both locations to
experience the atmosphere of the
Khareef season and follow activi-
ties taking place simultaneously.
The launch of the interactive
screens reflects Bank Muscat’s
commitment to leveraging mod-
ern technology to enhance visitor
experiences while showcasing the
Sultanate of Oman’s rich tourism
attributes.

Alongside the interactive ac-
tivities, Bank Muscat’s sales team
continue to welcome visitors, an-
swer their enquiries and introduce
them to the Bank’s key banking
solutions, products and exclusive
promotional offers. These in-
clude special offers as part of the
Bank’s loyalty programme, Bank
Muscat Rewards, when custom-
ers use Bank Muscat credit cards
at restaurants and cafés with a
Bank Muscat POS machine across
Dhofar Governorate. Valid until

31st of August, the Food & Bever-
age (F&B) offer allows customer
to earn upto 2x reward points,
encouraging customers to make
the most of their credit cards dur-
ing the Khareef season. Visitors
will also learn about the benefits
available when applying for new

Bank Muscat credit cards, includ-
ing the opportunity to enter a prize
draw to win an Apple Watch or an
iPhone, subject to meeting the re-
quired spending criteria, with the
promotion running until 30 Sep-
tember. In addition, the team will
highlight the Bank’s dedicated fi-

nancing offer for electric vehicles,
reflecting Bank Muscat’s commit-
ment to encouraging sustainable
mobility solutions.

This offer includes a preferen-
tial interest rate, a special “Khareef
Dhofar” edition vehicle registration
plate offered in collaboration with

the Royal Oman Police, and a waiv-
er of the first year’s credit card an-
nual fee for customers applying for
electric vehicle financing by 15 Sep-
tember. This initiative forms part
of Bank Muscat’s ongoing commit-
ment to supporting the adoption of
sustainable mobility solutions.

B -
ui, TR

The bank’s booths at both ven-
ues continue to receive a steady
stream of visitors, who have en-
joyed avariety of digital experienc-
es, entertainment activities and
competitions, in addition to inter-
acting live with visitors in Muscat
and Salalah. This has created a dis-
tinctive experience that strength-
ens connections between the two
cities and brings the unique at-
mosphere of the Dhofar Khareef
season to audiences across Oman,
reflecting the Sultanate’s grow-
ing position as a tourism destina-
tion that embraces innovation
and technology to deliver excep-
tional visitor experiences. The two
booths have also attracted visitors
of all ages through a programme of
interactive activities, family enter-
tainment, competitions and dedi-
cated experiences for children,
while giving the public the oppor-
tunity to follow events taking place
at the other location in real time.
The interactive activities will con-
tinue until the 17 August.

The success of Bank Muscat’s
Khareef Dhofar activities builds
on the Bank’s role as a national
partner in supporting initiatives
that contribute to the growth of
the tourism sector and advance
the objectives of Oman Vision
2040. Through this interactive
experience, the Bank has helped
showcase the unique natural, cul-
tural and tourism assets of Dho-
far Governorate, while fostering
greater community engagement
with the Khareef season and sup-
porting national efforts to attract
more visitors, further reinforcing
the Sultanate of Oman’s position
as a leading tourism destination
at both the regional and interna-
tional levels.

Toyota GR Yaris brings motorsport DNA to Oman’s roads

MUSCAT: Toyota GR Yaris, the
rally-bred high-performance
hatchback, continues to turn
heads on the roads of Oman, bring-
ing genuine motorsport DNA to
everyday driving.

Developed with the expertise of
the Toyota GAZOO Racing World
Rally Team, the force behind Toy-
ota’s five consecutive FIA WRC
manufacturers’ championships,
the GR Yaris stands as the brand’s
first model built with a “motor-
sport-first” approach, refined
through the rigorous demands of
the Super Taikyu Series and the
Japanese Rally Championship to
deliver unmatched confidence and
control on every road.

Power built for the win

Under the hood lies a 1.6-litre in-
line three-cylinder turbo engine
(G16E-GTS) that delivers 296 HP
and 400 Nm of torque. Drivers can
choose between two transmission

options — an 8-speed Direct Au-
tomatic Transmission (DAT) for
rapid, seamless shifting, or a six-
speed intelligent manual trans-
mission (IMT) for a more direct,
mechanical connection. Power is
managed by the GR-FOUR full-
time 4WD system with an elec-
tronically controlled multi-plate
clutch and three selectable modes,
ensuring optimal traction and sta-
bility across diverse road surfaces.

Aero performance package
The Aero Performance Package
enhances aerodynamic efficiency
through six precision-engineered
components, including a ducted
aluminum hood for improved cool-
ing, a front lip spoiler to reduce lift,
fender ducts to sharpen steering
response, a variable rear wing for
high-speed stability, rear bumper
ducts to minimize drag, and a fuel-
tank undercover that smooths un-
derbody airflow.

A driver-focused cockpit,
built light
Inside, the GR Yaris features a
driver-focused cockpit available
in a sporty Black x Red theme or
a minimalist Full Black option.
Its lightweight body, featuring an
aluminum hood, doors and rear
hatch, along with a carbon-fiber-
reinforced plastic (CFRP) roof,
ensures a low center of gravity and
superior handling. Safety is sup-
ported by Toyota Safety Sense,
which includes the Pre-Collision
System (PCS), Dynamic Radar
Cruise Control (DRCC), Lane
Tracing Assist (LTA), as well as
Blind Spot Monitor (BSM) and
Rear Cross-Traffic Alert (RCTA).
The GR Yaris is available in five
distinctive colors, including Plati-
num White Pearl Mica, Precious
Black and Emotional Red, giving
performance enthusiasts across
Oman a genuine rally-bred ma-
chine built for the road.
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