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TOP THREE INSIDE STORIES

OMR700,000 worth
projects inaugurated

The Directorate General of
1Health Services in South

Al Sharqiyah Governorate
inaugurated on Tuesday a
package of support projects
provided by Oman India
Fertiliser Company (OMIFCO),
at atotal cost of approximately
OMR700,000. >A2

Discussion on child
media ethics code

The Media, Tourism and
2 Culture Committee of the

Shura Council reviewed
mediainitiatives aimed at
protecting children, safeguarding
their rights. During the
meeting, the Omani Journalists
Association presented the Child
Media Code of Ethics. >A6

Morocco knock out
the Netherlands

African giants Morocco

kept their FIFA World Cup

2026 dream alive with a
thrilling 3-2 penalty shootout
victory over the Netherlands
after the sides werelocked at 1-1
following extra time in a gripping
Round of 32 encounter on
Monday. >B4

Jewellers say lower
prices are already
encouraging more
customers to return
to the market

Times News Service

MUSCAT: After scaling record
highs earlier this year, gold prices
in Oman have fallen sharply, of-
fering welcome relief'to jewellery
buyers and investors.

The price of 24-carat gold,
which reached OMR70.2 per
gram on January 29, has dropped
to OMR 51.3 per gram on Tues-
day—a decline of OMR18.9, or
nearly 27 per cent.

The January price marked the
highest retail level recorded in

Sayyid Badr discusses regional, global
1ssues with Canadian counterpart

MUSCAT: Sayyid Badr bin Ham-
ad Al Busaidi, Foreign Minister,
and Anita Anand, Minister of For-
eign Affairs of Canada held a tel-
ephone call on Tuesday.

The call addressed bilateral re-
lations between the two countries

and followed up on the outcomes
of the recent visit by the Canadian
Minister to the Sultanate of Oman.
It also focused on building upon the
understandings achieved during
the visit to enhance cooperation
and political consultation, as well

Oman in recent times.

The correction follows months
of volatility in international bul-
lion markets, where gold surged
on geopolitical tensions, strong
central bank buying and safe-
haven demand before easing as

investor sentiment improved and
expectations surrounding global
interest rates shifted.

For consumers in Oman, the
decline translates into substan-
tial savings.

“A 10-gram purchase of 24-carat
gold now costs roughly OMR 513,
compared with OMR702 at the
January peak—a saving of about
OMR 190,” said Mohammed, man-
ager of Al Haseena Jewellery.

Jewellers say lower prices are
already encouraging more cus-

as expanding the horizons of part-
nership in areas of mutual interest.

The two sides reviewed devel-
opmentsintheregional and inter-
national landscapes. Both sides
underscored the importance of
intensifying political and diplo-

matic efforts, and of fostering a
conducive environment for the
implementation of constructive
understandings—aimed at reduc-
ing sources of tension and open-
ing broader horizons for security,
stability and prosperity. -ona

LD PRIGES IN OMAN DIP
1% FROM JANUARY PEAK

tomers to return to the market
after many postponed purchases
during the price rally. “The drop
in prices is expected to boost de-
mand for jewellery, particularly
for weddings, gifts and invest-
ment,” a jeweller on Ruwi High
Street said. International gold
prices also remained under pres-
sure on Tuesday, weighed down
by easing geopolitical concerns
and changing expectations over
the US Federal Reserve’s interest
rate outlook.

Analysts said investors were in-
creasingly shifting towards risk-
ier assets, reducing demand for
gold as a safe-haven investment.

Despite the recent correction,
analysts note that gold prices
remain significantly higher than
they were a year ago, reflecting
continued uncertainty in the
global economy.

Market experts say future price
movements will depend on sev-
eral factors, including US interest
rate decisions, inflation trends,
the strength of the US dollar and
geopolitical developments.
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A living legacy
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My Enduring Love Affair with Oman

for nearly five years when

I first heard about Oman—
a country renowned for its
breathtaking natural beauty
and the warmth and hospitality
ofits people.

Although Qatar is geographi-
cally much smaller than Oman,
it was far less developed in 2012
than it is today.

Preparations for hosting
the FIFA World Cup 2022 had
just begun, and the country’s
skyline was undergoing a
dramatic transformation, with
construction projects visible
everywhere.

‘When I had the opportunity
to visit Qatar again last year, I
could barely recognise it. The
modest airport I remembered
from 2012 had been replaced
by aworld-class aviation hub.
The scale of development was
astonishing, and I was amazed
by how much the country had
changed within a decade.

My own journey to Oman
began in April 2012 when I
accepted a job with a media
organisation in Muscat.

Ilanded late at night at
the Seeb Airport, which was
much smaller and quieter than
today’s Muscat International
Airport. The company driver
was waiting for me with a
placard bearing my name. As
we drove towards the city, I was
captivated by the wide, well-lit
roads lined with greenery.
Equally striking were the neat
rows of low-rise buildings
painted in similar shades, cre-
ating a unique and harmonious
cityscape.

Enjoying the peaceful drive,
I arrived at a hotel in Darsait,
which would be my home for
the next fifteen days until I
found permanent accommo-
dation.

Alone in my room, my first
thought was to call my family
and let them know that I had
arrived safely. However, I did
not yet have alocal SIM card.
The driver assured me that he
would arrange one the follow-
ing morning.

‘When I finally received the
hotel’s Wi-Fipassword, I dis-
covered that Skype and Google

I had been working in Qatar

services commonly used for
international calls were una-
vailable at the time.

Having become accustomed
to using them in Qatar, I felt
frustrated and disconnected.
Thankfully, a helpful gentleman
suggested Yahoo Messenger,
which became my lifeline to
family and friends back home.

The hotel food was rather
expensive, so I began explor-
ing nearby restaurants. I soon
found a place serving a hearty
vegetarian thali, which was
both delicious and affordable.

My routine became sim-
ple: a substantial lunch that
was enough to keep me going
through the evening. I followed
this pattern throughout my stay
atthe hotel.

During my first day at work,
I used the company transport.
Later, I started commuting by
the orange taxis that are com-
mon in Muscat.

Being unfamiliar with the
local transport system, I once
attempted to stop a vehicle used
for training young drivers, not
realising it was not a taxi. The
driver understandably ignored
my signal.

Eventually, an orange taxi

stopped and took me to the
Sheraton Roundabout area.
The driver charged me one
Omani rial for what was a very
short journey. Unaware that I
had been overcharged, I casu-
ally mentioned the fare to my
colleagues at the office. They
immediately informed me that
the trip should have cost only
about 300 baisas.

That experience taught me
an important lesson. From then
on, I became more careful and
always agreed on the fare before
starting a journey.

More than fourteen years
have passed since that first
night in Oman. Over the years,
have grown older and wiser, but
my affection for this beautiful
country has remained un-
changed. Oman has given me
professional opportunities,
unforgettable experiences, last-
ing friendships, and countless
memories.

What began as anew jobin a
foreign land gradually evolved
into a deep connection with a
country that I now proudly con-
sider my second home. Even
after all these years, my love
affair with Oman continues
without a hitch.

Projects worth
OMR'700,000
inaugurated

The projects cover

the period from
2022 to 2026 within
the framework of

the partnership
between the public
and private sectors
to support the

health sector in the

governorate

SUR: The Directorate General of
Health Services in South Al Shar-
giyah Governorate inaugurated
on Tuesday a package of support
projects provided by Oman India
Fertiliser Company (OMIFCO),
at a total cost of approximately
OMR700,000.

The projects cover the period
from 2022 to 2026 within the
framework of the partnership be-
tween the public and private sec-
tors to support the health sector
in the governorate.

The inauguration ceremony
was held under the auspices of Dr.
Yahya Badr Al Maawali, Governor
of South Al Shargiyah.

The projects aim to enhance the
infrastructure of health establish-
ments and equip them with mod-
ern medical devices and equip-
ment, contributing to raising the
efficiency of health services and
improving the quality of diagno-
sis and treatment for citizens and
residents.

Eng. Khalid Mohammed Al
Fannah Al Araimi, Sustainability

I dvilomil @5 gl

and Corporate Communications
Manager at Oman India Fertiliser
Company said that the package of
projects comes within the com-
pany’s commitment to its social
responsibility and its keenness
to support the health sector and
enhance its capabilities to keep
pace with the needs of health in-
stitutions in South Al Sharaiyah
Governorate.

He explained that the projects
included financing the purchase
of ultrasound equipment for preg-
nant women’s clinics and radi-
ology departments in a number
of hospitals, health complexes,
and health centers in the gover-

norate, including Sur Hospital,
Sur Health Complex, Jalan Bani
Bu Ali and Jalan Bani Bu Hassan
hospitals, Jalan Health Complex,
and a number of health centers, at
avalue of OMR334,000, making it
the largest support project imple-
mented by the company during
this period.

Al Kamil Health Centre

He added that the projects also
comprised financing the expan-
sion of Al Kamil Health Centre at
a cost of OMR160,000, financing
the purchase of electroencepha-
logram (EEG) and electromyo-
graphy (EMG) devices for the
stroke unit that was inaugurated
in 2024 at a value of OMR52,000,
and financing the purchase of
an electrical generator for Ja-
lan Health Complex at a value of
OMRS82,000. Furthermore, they
included financing the purchase
of endoscopes for Ear, Nose, and
Throat (ENT) clinics at Sur Hos-
pital and Jalan Health Complex
at a value of OMR33,500, and
maintaining the garden of Jalan
Bani Bu Ali Hospital at a cost of
OMRS8,000. -ona

Bella Bathwares: Redefining luxury bathroom experiences in Oman

MUSCAT: As bathrooms become
animportant partof modernhome,
hospitality and commercial de-
sign, Bella Bathwares is strength-
ening its position in Oman’s luxury
sanitaryware market by combin-
ing elegant products, reliable ser-
vice and a customer journey built
around trust, convenience and
long-term satisfaction.

The luxury sanitaryware seg-
ment in Oman has changed sig-
nificantly in recent years. Cus-
tomers are no longer looking at
bathrooms only as functional
spaces. In premium homes, villas,
hotels, apartments and commer-
cial projects, bathrooms are now
seen as part of the overall design
experience, with greater empha-
sis on comfort, technology, finish-
ing details and product reliability.

Bella Bathwares has responded
to this shift by offering a wide
range of sanitaryware and bath-
room solutions that combine
design, quality, availability and
service. Its approach focuses not
only on premium-looking prod-
ucts, but on the full customer
experience — from consultation
and product selection to delivery,
technical guidance and after-
sales support.

Bella was recently recognised
with the Times of Oman Best
Brand in Customer Experience
Award in the Luxury Sanitary-
ware category, a milestone that
reflects the brand’s growing con-
nection with customers and its
efforts to build confidence in a
competitive market.

“This recognition is a proud
milestone for Bella, because cus-
tomer experience is not some-
thing that can be created only
through advertising. It is built
over years through trust, consist-
ency, product quality and the way
customers are treated before and
after purchase,” said Abdul Ha-
meed Al Rawahi, General Man-
ager, Bella Bathwares.

For Bella, the award is also a
tribute to the people behind the
brand. The company believes eve-
ry showroom consultant, delivery
team member, technical support
staff and after-sales professional

has contributed to shaping the
experience customers receive.
For customers, the recognition
serves as reassurance that Bella
takes responsibility seriously at
every stage of the journey.

In the luxury sanitaryware
category, Bella defines customer
experience as something that
goes beyond visual appeal. While
customers may first be attracted
by elegant designs, finishes and
collections, the real experience
continues through product per-
formance, service response, war-
ranty support and peace of mind.

“Luxury today is about con-
fidence, convenience and long-
term satisfaction. A customer
may first notice the design, but
the real experience continues
through product performance,
service response, warranty sup-

port and peace of mind,” stated Al
Rawabhi.

Bella’s customer journey be-
gins with proper consultation.
Customers come with different
requirements. Some are building
anew home, some are renovating
an existing property, while others
are working on larger residential,
hospitality or commercial pro-
jects. Bella’s showroom teams
guide them on product options,
sizes, finishes, functionality and
suitability for their spaces.

Product selection is another
important part of the experience.
Bella offers a broad portfolio of
sanitaryware and bathroom so-
lutions, allowing customers to
choose products according to
their design style, budget and
project requirements. The com-
pany also places strong emphasis

on availability and coordination,
as delays in bathroom fittings can
affect construction and interior
timelines.

The brand also gives impor-
tance to delivery, installation
guidance and after-sales service.
In sanitaryware, the company
believes the job does not end once
the product is sold. Customers
need proper guidance, technical
clarity and reliable support even
after purchase. This complete
approach helps Bella create a
smoother and more professional
customer journey.

The changing market in Oman
has also created new opportu-
nities for luxury sanitaryware
brands. Oman’s wider growth in
real estate, hospitality and tour-
ism-led developments has sup-
ported stronger demand for high-

er-quality building and interior
products. Vision 2040 and ongo-
ing investment in infrastructure,
tourism and premium residential
projects are helping shape cus-
tomer expectations in the interi-
ors segment.

Today’s customers are more
informed and more demanding.
They compare designs, ask about
warranties, look for modern so-
lutions and expect brands to
provide both product variety and
service reliability. As a result, the
luxury sanitaryware market is no
longer only about appearance. It
is about complete value, where
design, durability, functionality
and service all matter.

Several design and lifestyle
trends are influencing custom-
er choices. Clean, modern and
minimal bathroom designs are

becoming increasingly popular.
Wall-hung toilets, concealed cis-
terns, frameless shower areas,
matte finishes and coordinated
bathroom collections are pre-
ferred because they create a neat,
spacious and contemporary look.

Technology is another major
influence. Smart toilets, sensor-
based functions, water-saving
features, smart mirrors and com-
fort-focused bathroom solutions
are attracting customers who
want convenience along with
design. Globally, smart toilets
and wellness-focused bathroom
products are becoming important
areas of innovation, especially as
customers look for hygiene, com-
fort and efficiency.

The bathroom is also increas-
ingly being viewed as a personal
wellness space. Customers want
bathrooms that feel calm, pre-
mium and easy to maintain. Ma-
terials, textures, lighting, storage
and finishing details all play a
role in creating that experience.
This lifestyle shift is encourag-
ing brands to offer solutions that
combine beauty, durability and
practical daily use.

Bella’s key strength lies in un-
derstanding the local market and
matching international design
expectations with the needs of
customers and projects in Oman.
Over the years, the brand has built
trust through its showroom pres-
ence, wide product range, service
approach and after-sales support.

“Our priority is to keep
strengthening Bella’s position
in Oman’s luxury sanitaryware
market by introducing more
modern designs, advanced bath-
room technologies and custom-
er-focused solutions,” Al Rawahi
added.

Looking ahead, Bella aims to
continue improving the show-
room experience, product educa-
tion and service efficiency. For the
brand, growth is not only about
opening more showrooms or add-
ing more products. It is about be-
coming the name customers trust
when they want bathrooms that
are beautiful, reliable and built
for long-term satisfaction.
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FTEA World Cup and The Return of Small Maradona

very four years, some-
E thing strange happens

tome. I become a child
again. The FIFA World Cup
arrives, and suddenly I am no
longer alecturer, a writer, or a
former banker. I am transported
back to a simpler time when life
was measured not by salaries,
deadlines, or social status, but by
football matches played under
the scorching sun. Whenever
the World Cup comes around,
one particular memory always
returns to me.

I still remember living in
‘Wadi Bahis, Al Seeb, during my
childhood. It was around 1990,
if my memory serves me cor-
rectly. One afternoon, there was
aloud knock on our door. Before
anyone could answer, a familiar
voice shouted from outside.

“Small Maradona! Come out!
‘We have a match and we need
you!”

The voice belonged to my
friend Zakaria. To this day, I can
still hear his voice echoing in my
mind. Small Maradona. That was
my nickname.

Notbecause I was as talented
as Diego Maradona, of course,

but because of my height, my
style of playing, and perhaps my
endless enthusiasm whenever
afootball appeared. In those
days, Maradona was more than
afootballer. He was a global phe-
nomenon. Every child wanted

to imitate him. Every football-
loving boy dreamed of dribbling
like him.

And since my friends believed
Ilooked and played alittle like
him, the nickname stayed.

The moment Zakaria called, I
rushed outside without hesita-
tion. There was no need for
lengthy planning, expensive
equipment, or organized facili-
ties. All we needed was a ball, a
few friends, and enough space to
create our own World Cup.

The football field was not re-
ally a football field. Sometimes
it was an empty piece of land.
Sometimes it was an open space
between houses. The goalposts
were often made from stones,
sandals, or anything available.
Yet to us, it was bigger than any
stadium in the world.

As soon as the match started,
we were no longer children from
Oman. We became international

football stars. One friend imag-
ined himself'to be Maradona.
Another was Romadrio. Someone
else wanted to be Lothar Mat-
théaus or Roberto Baggio. For
ninety minutes, imagination
replaced reality.

Looking back today, I realize
that those matches were about
much more than football.

They were about friendship.
They were about belonging. They
were about dreams. The beauti-
ful thing about football is that it
gives ordinary people extraordi-
nary moments. It allows a child
in Oman to dream alongside
children in Argentina, Brazil,

Strategic projects

of Al Dhahirah

Goverorate reviewed

Infrastructure
projects are worth
more than OMR23

million, with a

I
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Germany, France, or Spain.

Today, decades later, the world
has changed dramatically. Tech-
nology dominates our lives. Chil-
dren spend more time on screens
than playgrounds. Conversations
often revolve around business,
politics, and social media.

Yet every four years, the
FIFA World Cup performs its
magic once again. In Oman, the
atmosphere becomes impossible
toignore.

Coffee shops become crowded
long before kick-off. Restaurants
install giant screens. Shopping
malls organize viewing areas.
Friends create WhatsApp groups

dedicated entirely to football dis-
cussions. Even people who rarely
watch football suddenly become
experts on formations, tactics,
and refereeing decisions.

At workplaces, the World Cup
becomes part of daily conversa-
tion. Employees discuss last
night’s match before discussing
office matters. Predictions are
exchanged over coffee. Friendly
rivalries emerge between sup-
porters of different nations.
Some support Brazil. Others
support Argentina. Many admire
Portugal because of Cristiano
Ronaldo.

The younger generation often
debates whether Lionel Messi
is the greatest player of all time.
Older football lovers still remem-
ber Pelé, the king of football,
whose name continues to inspire
generations.

‘What fascinates me is how
football unites people who may
otherwise have little in common.
During the World Cup, national-
ity, profession, and social status
become less important. For a few
weeks, everyone becomes part of
the same global conversation.

‘Whenever I watch Argentina

play, however, my heart quietly
returns to that childhood memo-
ry. I remember Zakaria standing
outside my family’s house. I
remember the excitement in his
voice. I remember running out-
side without thinking twice. And
Iremember being called “Small
Maradona.”

Perhaps that is why the FIFA
World Cup means more to me
than goals, trophies, or statistics.
For me, it is a journey through
time. It reminds me of friend-
ships that shaped my childhood,
dreams that filled my imagina-
tion, and a period of life when
happiness was as simple as
kicking a football with friends
until sunset.

The World Cup may be the
world’s biggest sporting event,
but for many of us it is also
something deeply personal. It
reconnects us with forgotten
memories and reminds us of who
we once were.

And every four years, when the
first whistle blows somewhere
in the world, I smile quietly to
myself.

Because for a brief moment,
Small Maradona returns.

Forum highlights drug prevention efforts

MANAH: An awareness panel
discussion titled “Safety Char-
ter” was held on Tuesday at Oman
Across Ages Museum.

The event was organised by the
Health Committee in the Wilayat
of Manah under the “Bridges of
Hope” initiative, as part of the
wilayat’s participation in the
community competition to curb
the spread of drugs and psycho-
tropic substances.

The event also coincided with
the celebration of World Drug
Day, which falls on the twenty-
sixth of June every year.

The event was held under the
auspices of Sulaiman Nasser Al
Hajji, Undersecretary of the Min-

N

and Financial Affairs.

The session aimed to enhance
community awareness regarding
the dangers of drugs and psycho-
tropic substances, consolidate a
culture of dialogue among com-
munity members to confront
negative behaviours and alien
phenomena, and promote values
of shared responsibility in pro-
tecting youth and families, draw-

characterize Omani society.

The panel discussion com-
prised four main pillars address-
ing the legal, social, health, and
religious aspects associated with
combating drugs and psycho-
tropic substances.

The session featured the
screening of several video clips
highlighting the efforts of the
Health Committee in the Wilayat
of Manah in executing awareness
programs and events, introducing
the community competition to
curb the spread of drugs and psy-
chotropic substances, and show-
casing prominent community
initiatives aimed at promoting
awareness and prevention against

completion rate of
88%

IBRI: Al Dhahirah Governo-
rate organised on Tuesday a
press meeting during which the
most prominent developmental
achievements and future projects
of the governorate were reviewed,
with wide participation that in-
cluded a number of officials from
government entities and media
representatives.

The meeting witnessed the
presentation of three main pillars:
the first on the plans and vision of
the governorate during the Elev-
enth Five-Year Plan (2026-2030),
while the second pillar reviewed
the executive status of the gover-
norate’s projects during the Tenth
Five-Year Plan, and the third ad-
dressed municipal projects in the
governorate.

The first pillar was highlighted
by Taher Mabkhout Al Junaibi,
Governor of Al Dhahirah, who em-
phasised the importance of utilis-
ing the governorate’s competitive
advantage, with a primary focus
on food and water security pro-
jects, tourism and archaeological
sites, logistics, renewable energy,
mining and industry, in addition
to supporting digital transforma-
tion, which would support eco-
nomic and investment activity in
the governorate and provide busi-
ness opportunities for small and
medium enterprises (SMEs) and
job opportunities for job seekers.

He pointed out that the most
prominent strategic projects im-
plemented and under implemen-
tation during the Tenth Five-Year
Plan reached a total value of more
than OMR770 million, including
the expansion of service networks
(water, electricity, telecommuni-
cations) at OMR235 million, solar

energy projects in Ibri at OMR270
million, Ibri Industrial City (Ma-
dayn) at OMR25 million, the In-
tegrated Economic Zone at the
Empty Quarter border crossing
(Phase 1) at OMR122 million, in
addition to mining projects (Ma-
zoon Copper Project in Yanqul) at
OMR115 million, and food secu-
rity projects at OMR40 million.

Al Junaibi also reviewed the
projects approved in the Al Dha-
hirah Governorate plan for the
year 2026 within the Eleventh
Five-Year Plan, including the Ibri
Public Park (Phase 2), the estab-
lishment of the Science and Inno-
vation Center, the development of
the commercial areain Al Darizin
the Wilayat of Ibri, the Al Nahda
neighborhood walkway (Phase
2), paving roads and parking lots
for the viewpoints of the Wilay-
ats of Yanqul and Dhank, paving
roads for residential and indus-
trial layouts, energy-saving light-
ing projects, developing the Ibri
waterfront “Our Waterfront”, and
projects for developing and beau-
tifying the centers of the wilayats,
public parks, and children’s play-
grounds, in addition to the Ibri
Central Slaughterhouse project.

For his part, Eng. Nuseir Ali
Al Siyabi, Director General of
ADhahirah Municipality, pre-
sented the second pillar on the
executive status of the governo-
rate’s projects during the Tenth
Five-Year Plan, explaining that
the total number of projects in
this pillar reached 182 projects

(159 implemented and 23 under
implementation), with an over-
all completion rate of 89%, and a
total value of OMR 40 million, to
which the private sector contrib-
uted more than OMR 3 million.
The meeting also revealed that
the municipal projects were dis-
tributed across three main pillars:
infrastructure projects, develop-
ment, parks, and health walkways
projects, and service projects. In-
frastructure projects included 88
projects worth more than OMR 23
million, with a completion rate of
88%, which included paving inter-
nal roads, paving roads for indus-
trial layouts, road maintenance,
and energy-saving lighting projects.
Meanwhile, development,
parks, and health walkways pro-
jects included 22 projects worth
more than OMR 11 million, with
a completion rate of 89%, most
notably the Ibri Public Park
(Phase 1), the viewpoints of Yan-
qul and Dhank, the walkway of
the Niyabat of Hamra Al Duru,
the Al Agbah neighborhood walk-
way, the Dhank walkway, the Al
‘Wagbah walkway, and the Al Nah-
da neighborhood walkway.
Regarding service projects, they
included 75 projects to the tune of
more than OMR 1.5 million, with
a completion rate of 89%, which
included a car show arena, the de-
velopment of the Friday Market in
Yanqul, the protection of property
from floods, the events square in
Ibri, and rainwater drainage in the
governorate’s wilayats. -ona

istry of Health for Administrative

ing upon the authentic values that

this scourge.  -ona
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TOUCH THE FUTURE

POWER THAT KEEPS GOING
The NEW ENERGY VEHICLE BRAND FROM CHANGAN GROUP

Range Extended Electric Vehicle

Dual Motor Max
Power 430 hp

CR.No: 1232361

and Equipment LLc

Arabian Gulf Automobiles

E Combined Drive Range
Over 848kms (WLTC)*

*Terms and conditions ETA

Dual Motor SUV
AWD

ww.deepaloman.com

Barka 96629010, Sur 96628920

Showrooms: Qurum 96620435, Sohar 96620475, Salalah 96629050
Sales Centres : Mawaleh 97888180, Nizwa 96628940, Ibri 96628930,

‘ £ 800 50800
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History-maker Al

Wahaibi becomes

first Omani to lead World Cup event

The experienced rally
driver, whose career
has been built largely
in conventional
rallying, said he

was encouraged

by his growing
competitiveness in
the discipline

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Hamed Al Wahaibi has
carved out a place in Omani sport-
ing history after becoming the
first Omani to lead the standings
of a World Cup event, opening a
24-point advantage at the halfway
stage of the 2026 FIA World Baja
Cup following the Italian Baja.

The landmark achievement
came despite the Omani driver
retiring on the final stage of the
fourth round of the eight-event
championship; a strong points
haul throughout the weekend
lifted him to the top of the overall
standings.

Driving a Taurus in the Chal-
lenger category, Al Wahaibi now
leads the FIA World Baja Cup with
205 points, ahead of Saudi Ara-
bia’s Dania Akeel (181), Norway’s
Hedda Hosds (176) and South
Africa’s Saood Variawa (166). He
also enjoys a commanding lead in
the Challenger standings, ahead of
Qatar’s Abdulaziz Al Kuwari (160)
and the Netherlands’ Mitchel van
den Brink (156).

Even more remarkably, Al Wa-
haibi has climbed to the top of the
overall championship while com-
peting in a Challenger-class car,
which isless powerful than the pre-
mier T1+ category machinery driv-
en by several of his closest rivals.

According to a press statement
from Al Wahaibi’s team, he is the
first Omani to lead the standings
of a World Cup event, making it
a landmark achievement for the
Sultanate. The official FIA race re-
port also confirmed his rise to the
top, describing him as the “new
outright leader of the FIA World
Baja Cup.”

The Italian Baja proved to be a
test of resilience from start to fin-
ish. Al Wahaibi’s campaign nearly
unravelled before the rally even
began when he rolled his Taurus
during the shakedown after strik-
ing a tree stump, cracking the
windscreen.

Undeterred, he recovered to fin-
ish fifth in the prologue before pro-

ducing another impressive perfor-
mance on Saturday.

During the 156.29km Madrisio
stage, Al Wahaibi and his Polish
co-driver, Maciej Giemza, encoun-
tered a navigation system problem
beyond the team’s control, costing
them valuable minutes. Despite
the setback, they fought back to
finish second in the Challenger
category for the day, collecting
crucial championship points.

Disaster struck on Sunday’s
final 94.42km stage when, still
adapting to Baja rally navigation
after a career in conventional ral-
lying, Al Wahaibi clipped the root
of atree close to the course.

The impact damaged the front-
right suspension and forced his
retirement.

However, the FIA World Baja
Cup awards points for perfor-
mances on individual stages as
well as the final classification, ena-
bling the Omani to collect 44 valu-
able points.

Combined with setbacks suf-
fered by several championship
rivals, including Al Kuwari’s rollo-
ver and retirement, the haul was
enough to propel him into the out-
right championship lead.

Despite the retirement, Al Wa-
haibi was upbeat about both his
pace and the progress he contin-
ues to make in Baja rallying.

“The car was great, and every-
thing went well throughout the
Baja. But we did not notice the tree
root, which led to our contact with
it and damage to the car,” he said.

The experienced rally driver,
whose career has been built large-
ly in conventional rallying, said he
was encouraged by his growing
competitiveness in the discipline.

“I am very happy because my
speed was good, and I have a long-
term plan to participate in the
World Cup. Also, my main goal
is to score valuable points in the
competition for the Challenger
class title, especially given the ex-
tensive experience that my com-
petitors possess in Bajarallies.”

Al Wahaibi said his approach
for the remainder of the season
would be shaped by the bigger
championship picture rather
than outright speed.

“We trust our ability to compete
until the end of the season, and I
must think about the champion-
ship and not push to the absolute
limits in every stage, as this is the
fundamental point of difference
from classic rallies.”

The FIA World Baja Cup now
heads to Baja Espafia Aragdén in
Spain later this month before
rounds in Portugal, Qatar and
Dubai. With four events remain-
ing, Al Wahaibi will carry both the
overall championship lead and a
slice of Omani sporting history
into the second half of the season
as he bids for one of the biggest
international honours in the coun-
try’s motorsport history.
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Discussion on the efficiency of

emergency management system —p
\

MUSCAT: The National Com-
mittee for Emergency Manage-
ment held a meeting on Tuesday,
chaired by Lt.Gen Hassan Mohs-
en Al Shraiqi, Inspector General
of Police and Customs and Chair-
man of the National Committee
for Emergency Management.
During the meeting, the Com-
mittee reviewed its ongoing ac-
tivities and followed up on the

implementation of this year’s an-
nual plan.

Discussions also addressed a
number of topics pertaining to
mechanisms for developing and
enhancing the efficiency of the
national emergency manage-
ment system. Lt.Gen Al Shraiqi
commended the advanced level
of coordination and integra-
tion among the Committee’s

sectors and sub-committees.
This, he affirmed, contributes
to strengthening efficiency and
responsiveness. He also praised
the cooperation of the commu-
nity with the Committee, which
constitutes a fundamental pillar
in facilitating the performance of
the emergency management sys-
tem’s duties and the achievement
of its objectives. -ona

National plans for carbon
neutrality targets discussed

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Shura Council on
Monday hosted Eng. Mohsin bin
Hamad Al Hadhrami, Undersec-
retary of the Ministry of Energy
and Minerals, who delivered a vis-
ual presentation on the objectives
of the Oman Centre for Net Zero
and the updated national plan.

The session was attended by
Sheikh Ahmed bin Mohammed
Al Nadabi, Secretary General of
the Council, along with esteemed
Members of the Council.

This engagement comes within
the framework of strengthening
cooperation between the legisla-
tive and executive institutions,
whereby Members were briefed
on the latest national efforts
aimed at achieving carbon neu-
trality targets, in support of Oman
Vision 2040 and the advance-
ment of sustainable development.

His Excellency outlined be-
fore the Members the objectives
of the Oman Centre for Net Zero
and its role in leading the national
transition towards a low-carbon
economy through the preparation
and updating of national plans,
overseeing the implementation
of initiatives and projects related
to net zero, and managing the car-
bon certificates system and the
national carbon registry.

He further highlighted the Cen-
tre’s contributions in supporting
scientific research and innova-
tion, developing national capaci-
ties, enhancing energy efficiency,
and keeping pace with global best
practices and technologies in the
fields of climate and energy.

The presentation also ad-
dressed the key features of the up-
dated national plan, noting that it

TR

isbased on an integrated roadmap
for emissions reduction, support-
ed by the necessary regulatory,
legislative, and financial enablers.

This approach ensures the bal-
anced and sustainable achieve-
ment of net zero targets, with a
focus on enhancing efficiency in
priority sectors and accelerating
their transformation pace.

He affirmed that the net zero
pathway represents not only an
environmental commitment, but
also an economic opportunity
that contributes to strengthening
the competitiveness of the na-
tional economy, localizing green
industries, attracting investment,
creating job opportunities, and
enhancing the competitiveness of
Omani exports in global markets.

The visual presentation also
highlighted the Centre’s key
achievements, most notably the
development of the national “Mi-
zan” platform for carbon emis-
sions management and inventory,
which supports decision-makers

SEND US YOUR VIEWS AND COMMENTS

editor@timesofoman.com
webeditor@timesofoman.com
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by providing an integrated system
for monitoring emissions reduc-
tion projects and measuring per-
formance indicators across vari-
ous sectors.

It further referred to devel-
opments in the carbon markets
framework, including the regula-
tory and institutional steps taken
to strengthen Oman’s presence
in global carbon markets, attract
investments, facilitate technol-
ogy transfer, and create new op-
portunities for small and medium
enterprises as well as national tal-
ent in areas related to the carbon
economy.

This meeting reflects the Shura
Council’s commitment to follow-
ing up on priority national pro-
grammes and staying informed
of developments in government
policies related to energy transi-
tion and climate action, thereby
enhancing its legislative and
oversight role and supporting the
integration of national efforts to
achieve sustainable development.

.
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MUSCAT: The ninth round of po-
litical consultations between the
Sultanate of Oman and the Repub-
lic of Uzbekistan was convened in
Muscat on Tuesday.

The Omani side was chaired
by Sheikh Khalifa Ali Al Harthy,
Undersecretary of the Foreign
Ministry for Political Affairs,
while the Uzbek side was led by
Bakhromjon Aloyev, First Deputy
Minister of Foreign Affairs.

During the session, the two
sides reviewed existing bilateral
relations and explored means of

Dman,__Uzbekistan hold pol
consultations session

enhancing them across various
domains, particularly in the polit-
ical, economic, investment, com-
mercial, scientific and cultural

spheres.
Discussions also focused on
supporting joint investments,

activating trade exchange and
pursuing their development in a
manner that serves the mutual in-
terests of both countries.

Muscat-Tashkent air route
The two sides welcomed the in-
auguration of the direct Muscat-

-
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Tashkent air route, in addition
to exchanging views on a num-
ber of regional and international
issues.

The session was attended
by Sheikh Ahmed Hashil Al
Maskari, Head of the GCC and
Regional Neighbourhood De-
partment at the Foreign Min-
istry, Abdusalom Khatamov,
Ambassador of the Republic of
Uzbekistan to the Sultanate of
Oman, along with a number of
officials from both countries’
foreign ministries. -ona

International Day Against Drug Abuse

A’RUSTAQ: South Al Batinah
Governorate yesterday observed
the International Day Against
Drug Abuse and Trafficking.

An event to mark the occasion
was organized by South Al Batinah
Governorate’s Police Command, in
cooperation with the Office of the
Governor of South Al Batinah. The
event focused on raising public
awareness about the risks involved
in drug abuse and drug trafficking.

It also stressed the need to support
national efforts on protecting soci-
ety against drug addiction.

The event included a lecture on
addressing drug abuse from an Is-
lamic perspective, in addition to a
drama and a play about the dangers
of addiction. The audience listened
to a real-life story told by a person
who recovered from drug addic-
tion. In addition, a therapist from
Al Amal International Hospital

elaborated on the practice of re-
cuperation and social support that
could be extended to addicts by
families and community members.

On the occasion of the Interna-
tional Day Against Drug Abuse and
Trafficking, three public aware-
ness exhibitions were held in dif-
ferentlocations in the governorate,
with support from government
departments and private sector es-
tablishments. -ona
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VEHICLE FOR SALE

Muscat Gases Company SAOG announces the sale of Vehicle in its branch
located in Rusayl Industrial Area @ Street No. 16 as follows:

Muscat Gases Company SAOG
PO Box 11, PC 124, Rusayl, Sultanate of Oman.
Tel: 22526900, Email: info@muscatgas.com

SN

Iltem

Model

1 Maserati Quattroporte

2017

document is 15 OMR.

Those wishing to buy must visit the company’s branch and submit bids according
to the company’s document in a sealed envelope with red wax. The value of the

® Fees to be deposit to company account OAB : 3117-802000-300
® Bids are deposited in a closed box located at the head office.

® The deadline for receiving bids is on July 09, 2026 at 4 pm.

® The bids will be sorted on July 13, 2026.

For serious buyers, please call 22526900/99249076 during official working
days from 8 am in until 4 pm.
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Ministry of Health
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N\ AUCTION ANNOUNCEMENT

Secretariat General for National Celebrations

ANNOUNCEMENT

The Secretariat General for National Celebrations announces tenders for

b
75

The Directorate General of Khoula Hospital invites you to the following Auction: -

Last date for

- National Day decorations as perhe '°"g table: Auction| Collection of | Bid Submission Eligibility e B Auction Fee
o, | TenderName | Grade | s i Blas | purchase price No. P Auction Date 2 (Non-Refundable)
03/2006 |Main Road BecOrations| gecng | 16/07/2006 2 25/- Document
042026 | Main Road Decorations| . .4 16/07/2026 05/ Renting of . Thursday Wednesday Speu_allzed Co_mpames Directorate General of
- Sector 2 coffeeshop at main registered with the .
05/2026 |  Arch Decorations |Second|  16/07/2026 2. 25/ 03/2026 entrance of Al 23/uly/2026 12/August/2026 General Secretariat of the Khoula Hospital R.025.000
—— Before 01:00 PM | Before 09:00 AM (Building no 4)

Nahdah Hospital Tender Board

Companies specializing in such works and registered with the Tender Board can obtain
the documents from the office of the Secretariat General for National Celebrations in
Madinat Al llam, near the Oman Daily Observer building, during official working hours
starting from Tuesday, 30 June 2026. The company’s documents and licenses must
be submitted.

Companies & institutions willing to participate can purchase Auction Documents from the Financial Affairs Department (Purchase & Tender Section) between 8.30
am and 12.30 pm on working days till date of 23/July/2026, on payment of Auction fee mentioned above.3

Auction should be submitted in plain, sealed envelope, Enclosing A Chq issued by a Local bank for not less than (1%) of the value of the bid, addressed to the
Directorate General of Khoula Hospital and it will be refunded if the bid is not awarded. Auction(s) Submitted without Chg will not be considered

Auction should be submitted in plain, sealed envelope with wax, on which the number and name of the auction should be written on the outside on the envelope,
avoid writing the bidder name.

Requested to Deposit their Auction Documents at the Directorate General of Khoula Hospital (Building no 4), Before 09.00 AM on Wednesday, 12/August/2026,
and bids submitted after this date shall not be considered, whatever the reasons for the delay.

Copy of Commercial Registration Certificate & Chamber Certificate is to be attached along with the bid submitted.

The Directorate General of Khoula Hospital is not bound to accept the lowest or any other offer.

® A bank guarantee of 1% of the tender value and valid for 90 days, in the name of the
Secretariat General for National Celebrations, must be attached to the bid.

® Bids must be submitted in closed envelopes, sealed with red wax, and addressed to
HE the Secretary-General of the Secretariat General for National Celebrations. The
name of the bidder or any identifying information must not be mentioned on the
envelopes.

® The Secretariat is not obligated to accept the lowest bid or any other bid.

b [

Contact Number:
24601271

Email:
henc7@henc.gov.om

) o




AG6 |

WEDNESDAY, JULY 1, 2026

TIMES OF OMAN

His Majesty the Sultan sends greetings
to presidents of Somalia and Burundi

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik has sent a cable
of greetings to President Hassan
Sheikh Mohamud of the Federal
Republic of Somalia on his coun-
try’s National Day.

In the cable, His Majesty the
Sultan expressed his best wishes
to Somalia to achieve aspirations

b 4

of further stability and prosperity.

Cable of greetings
His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik has sent a cable of greetings
to President Evariste Ndayishim-
iye of the Republic of Burundi on
his country’s National Day.

In the cable, His Majesty the

Sultan lauded the strength of bi-
lateral relations between the two
countries.

His Majesty also wished Presi-
dent Evariste success in leading
the people of his country and
to achieve further accomplish-
ments and development.

-ONA
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Shura Committee discusses child
media ethics code with journalists

Tourism and Culture
Committee of the
Shura Council,
welcomed the
delegation of the
Omani Journalists
Association,
commending the
Association’s efforts
in developing and
launching the Child
Media Code of Ethics

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Media, Tourism
and Culture Committee of the
Shura Council met onTuesday
with the Omani Journalists Asso-
ciation, represented by its Women
Journalists Affairs Committee, as
part of efforts to strengthen co-
operation with national profes-
sional institutions and to review
media initiatives aimed at pro-
tecting children and safeguarding
their rights.

During the meeting, the Asso-
ciation presented the Child Media
Code of Ethics, which it has adopt-
ed and launched as a professional
and ethical framework designed
to reinforce responsible media
practices when addressing issues
related to children in the Sultanate
of Oman.

At the outset of the meeting,
Abdullah bin Hamad Al Harthi,
Chairman of the Media,

Tourism and Culture Commit-

tee of the Shura Council, welcomed
the delegation of the Omani Jour-
nalists Association, commending
the Association’s efforts in devel-
oping and launching the Child Me-
dia Code of Ethics.

He described the Code as an
important step towards strength-
ening the professional and ethical
responsibilities of media institu-
tions and practitioners, thereby
contributing to the creation of a
safe media environment that re-
spects children’s rights, safeguards
their dignity, and preserves their
identity and values.

He stressed that the national
media constitutes one of the fun-
damental pillars of building public
awareness, shaping future gen-
erations, and consolidating the na-
tion’s value system.

He noted that the rapid develop-
ments in communication technol-
ogies and digital media have fur-
ther increased the responsibility of
media institutions to provide pur-
poseful and responsible content
that reinforces national identity
while preserving the privacy and
authentic values of Omani society.

He further explained that the
Omani media today bears a greater
responsibility than ever before in
addressing behaviours and social
phenomena that are inconsistent
with the values of Omani society.

This can be achieved by instill-
ing authentic national values and
Omani identity among younger
generations, promoting a sense of

belonging and national pride, and
protecting children from all forms
of media exploitation and expo-
sure to content that contradicts
societal values and principles.

He affirmed that fulfilling this
responsibility requires close co-
ordination among media, edu-
cational, social, and legislative
institutions to foster a safe and
supportive environment for chil-
dren’s healthy development.

Following the opening remarks,
Dr. Amal bint Talib Al Jahouriya,
Chairperson of the Women Jour-
nalists Affairs Committee of the
Omani Journalists Association,
delivered a visual presentation
covering the various aspects of the
Child Media Code of Ethics.

She explained that the phi-
losophy underpinning the Code is
based on the principle that chil-
dren represent the foundation of
society’s future and that the media
is a key partner in their upbring-
ing and character development
through the provision of respon-
sible media content that respects
their dignity, protects their priva-
cy, and promotes the values of citi-
zenship, identity, and belonging.

She also reviewed the princi-
ples on which the Code is founded,
foremost among them respect for
children’s rights and human dig-
nity, ensuring the best interests
of the child in all forms of media
coverage, protecting children’s
privacy, rejecting all forms of dis-
crimination, violence, abuse, and

MoU inked to boost cooperation
in smart transport system

L

|
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MUSCAT: Karwa Motors and
“eMushrif” signed a memoran-
dum of understanding (MoU)
aimed at enhancing joint coopera-
tion in developing and providing
smart transportation solutions
and technologies.

This partnership aims to raise
security and safety levels, develop
fleet management systems, and
utilise the latest digital technolo-
gies in the transport and commu-
nications sector.

This memorandum comes
within the framework of the com-
mitment of both parties to sup-
port digital transformation ef-
forts in the transport sector and to
provide integrated solutions that
meet the needs of government and
private entities.

This will be achieved by merg-

ing the industrial expertise of
Karwa Motors with the advanced
technical solutions developed by
“eMushrif” in the fields of vehicle
tracking, fleet management, and
smart safety systems.

Under the MoU, the two sides
will work to explore cooperation
opportunities in developing in-
novative solutions, including bus
and vehicle monitoring and man-
agement systems, technologies
to enhance driver and passenger
safety, operational data analysis,
and smart monitoring systems, in
addition to digital solutions that
contribute to improving opera-
tional efficiency and raising the
quality of services.

The two sides emphasised that
this partnership represents a
strategic step towards building
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a smarter and more sustainable
transport system.

It also reflects their commit-
ment to supporting the objectives
of Oman Vision 2040 through lo-
calizing modern technologies and
enhancing local content, keeping
pace with global developments in
the smart transportation sector.

Officials from both companies
expressed their anticipation to
translate this memorandum into
practical projects that contrib-
ute to providing advanced solu-
tions for the Omani and regional
markets, enhance operational se-
curity and safety standards, and
raise the efficiency of fleet man-
agement using the latest tech-
nologies of artificial intelligence,
the Internet of Things, and data
analysis. -ona

neglect, empowering children to
express their views and partici-
pate in issues affecting them, and
strengthening the professional
and ethical responsibility of jour-
nalists and media institutions in
covering child-related issues.

The presentation further out-
lined the Code’s principal objec-
tives, including enhancing the
media’s responsibility in protect-
ing children and safeguarding
their rights in accordance with the
highest professional and ethical
standards; embedding the princi-
ple of the best interests of the child
across all forms of media content;
protecting children’s dignity and
privacy; raising awareness of chil-
dren’s rights, relevant national
legislation, and international con-
ventions; producing safe media
content that contributes to the
intellectual, cultural, and creative
development of children; strength-
ening the media’s role in prevent-
ing violence, exploitation, neglect,
and discrimination; promoting
partnerships among the media,
families, educational institutions,
government entities, and civil so-
ciety organisations; and improv-
ing the professional capabilities of
media practitioners through con-
tinuous training in child-friendly
journalism.

Dr.Al Jahouriya explained that
the preparation of the Code was
the outcome of a broad national
partnership between the Omani
Journalists Association and sev-

eral institutions concerned with
children and the media.

This collaborative approach
ensured alignment with national
legislation and international con-
ventions while reinforcing con-
sistency with the Omani Child
Law, the Media Law, the Basic Law
of the State, and the objectives of
Oman Vision 2040, particularly
those relating to human capital de-
velopment, child empowerment,
knowledge-based society building,
and the promotion of professional
and responsible media.

She also reviewed the Asso-
ciation’s efforts throughout the
drafting process, which included
consultative meetings with rel-
evant stakeholders, specialised
discussion sessions to formulate
the Code’s provisions, and aware-
ness programmes following its
launch to introduce its objectives
and practical application to legis-
lative bodies, media organisations,
educational institutions, and civil
society organisations.

She noted that the Code was of-
ficially launched in April 2026 in
the presence of representatives
from the International Federation
of Journalists (IFJ), the Interna-
tional Federation of Journalists —
Asia-Pacific, media professionals,
and child protection stakeholders.

The launch ceremony also wit-
nessed the signing of the Code by
several media institutions and
journalists, reflecting their com-
mitment to implementing its prin-
ciples and provisions.

Following the presentation,
Members of the Committee raised
a number of questions and obser-
vations addressing various aspects
of'the Code.

Discussions focused on the
stages through which the initiative
evolved from its initial concept to
its adoption and official launch,
the framework underpinning its
provisions, the Association’s ef-
forts to introduce the Code to pub-
lic and private sector institutions,
and mechanisms for promoting its
principles among media organisa-
tions, educational institutions, and

civil society organisations.

Members also discussed the ex-
isting cooperation between the As-
sociation and government entities
responsible for child protection,
particularly the Ministry of So-
cial Development, the Ministry of
Education, and the Oman Human
Rights Commission.

They reviewed the international
experiences referenced during
the drafting process, the extent
to which the Code complements
relevant national legislation, the
challenges media institutions may
encounter in complying with pro-
fessional standards governing the
coverage of child-related issues,
and proposals to strengthen ad-
herence to the Code’s provisions in
order to foster a responsible media
culture that respects children’s
rights and safeguards their best
interests.

The meeting also featured an
extensive discussion between
Committee Members and repre-
sentatives of the Association on
emerging behavioural patterns
among young people in Omani so-
ciety, the factors contributing to
these developments, and ways to
address them through coordinated
institutional efforts.

Participants reviewed a number
of local and international experi-
ences in addressing such issues
and discussed the role that the
media can play in preventing them
through the delivery of purposeful
awareness content, the promo-
tion of national values, and the
dissemination of safe digital prac-
tices and responsible use of mod-
ern technologies and social media
platforms.

These efforts contribute to re-
ducing digital risks,

protecting children and young
people, and strengthening their
awareness, sense of belonging, and
social responsibility.

The meeting was chaired by
Abdullah bin Hamad Al Harthi,
Chairman of the Media, Tourism
and Culture Committee of the
Shura Council, and attended by the
Committee Members.

Municipal Council discusses
plan to develop infrastructure

NIZWA: The Municipal Council
of Al Dakhiliyah Governorate dis-
cussed on Tuesday a number of
development, service, and plan-
ning topics related to the needs of
the governorate’s wilayats, within
the framework of following up on
efforts to develop infrastructure
and enhance the level of services
provided to the community.
During the meeting, which was
held today under the chairman-
ship of Yasser Fadhil Al Maharbi,
Vice Chairman of the Council, the
Council was briefed on the latest
developments regarding the Al
Jabal Al Akhdar Festival sched-
uled to be held in the coming pe-
riod. It also discussed a number

of topics related to housing, plan-
ning, and developmental services
in the governorate’s wilayats.

The Council discussed several
requests related to developmental
and tourism services in the gover-
norate’s wilayats and reviewed a
number of applications concern-
ing service sites, investment, and
agricultural projects, in addition
to planning matters related to
urban expansion and community
services in the wilayat.

Furthermore, the Council re-
viewed the annual plan of the
Ministry of Social Development
for 2026, and the final report
of the analytical reading initia-
tive of the monthly statistics of

the Directorate of Labour in Al
Dakhiliyah Governorate, along-
side examining the minutes of the
fourth meeting of the Health and
Environmental Affairs Commit-
tee of the Municipal Council for
the year 2026.

The Municipal Council em-
phasised the importance of con-
tinued coordination with the
competent authorities to follow
up on the implementation of rec-
ommendations as well as devel-
opmental and service projects,
in a manner that contributes to
enhancing the quality of services
and achieving sustainable devel-
opment across the various wilay-
ats of Al Dakhiliyah. -ona
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‘No plans’ to
meet US 1In ‘nex
few days’ at any
level, Iran says

Iranian Foreign
Ministry
spokesperson
Esmaeil Baghaei, as
quoted by Iranian
state media Islamic
Republic of Iran
Broadcasting (IRIB),
said Tehran is not
scheduled to meet
US officials in the
immediate future

TEHRAN: Iran on Tuesday said
that the Islamic Republic has “no
plans” to hold any meetings with
the United States in the com-
ing days at any level, even as dip-
lomatic engagements continue
separately in Doha on the related
implementation of the 14-point
memorandum of understanding
(MoU) aimed at ending the hostili-
ties in West Asia.

Speaking at a press briefing,
Iranian Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Esmaeil Baghaei, as quoted
by Iranian state media Islamic Re-
public of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB),
said Tehran is not scheduled to
meet US officials in the immediate
future.

“Basically, we have no plans to
meet with the American side at
any level in the next few days,” the
spokesperson said.

He clarified that discussions
scheduled in Doha are not politi-
cal negotiations with Washington,
but rather technical-level talks
linked to the implementation of
previously agreed understandings,
including issues related to frozen
Iranian assets.

“What will be done in Doha
tomorrow is a discussion on the
implementation of clauses of the
memorandum of understanding,
including the release of Iran’s fro-
zen assets, which is with the Qatari
side,” he said.

Baghaei further emphasised
that Iran would continue to hon-
our its commitments only if the
other parties do the same.

“We will implement our com-
mitments as long as the other side
implements its commitments,”
he said.

He added that the memorandum

of understanding clearly defines
the obligations of all parties in-
volved and reiterated Iran’s posi-
tion that the United States has re-
sponsibilities under the agreement
framework.

Earlier on Tuesday, Qatar’s For-
eign Ministry spokesperson Majed
Mohammed Al-Ansari said the
discussions in Doha are part of
broader mediation efforts and in-
volve multiple regional concerns,
including Iran-related talks.

He clarified that US Special
Envoy Steve Witkoff and Senior
Adviser to US President Donald
Trump Jared Kushner are current-
ly in Doha to meet mediators and
Qatari officials and are not engaged
in direct negotiations with Iranian
representatives for diplomatic dis-
cussions involving regional issues
following the recent exchange of
fire between the two sides over in-
cidents in the Strait of Hormuz.

“The US envoys Mr Steve Wit-
koff and Mr Jared Kushner are
here in Doha to meet with the me-
diators and Qatari officials, and the
talks will be around all regional
issues which are of concern, in-
cluding negotiations with Iran,”
Al-Ansari said, stressing that “they
are not here for direct negotiations
with the Iranians.”

He further clarified that the on-
going process involves technical-

level engagement rather than high-
level political negotiations after
the conclusion of the initial round
of talks as part of the 14-point
MoU, with both sides agreeing to
establish a High-Level Commit-
tee and a roadmap towards a final
agreement within 60 days in Swit-
zerland earlier this month.

“The technical teams are the
ones coming in and out of Doha
and other locations for this. So this
reference is probably to the tech-
nical team that is involved in the
talks with the mediators in push-
ing a lot of these technical issues
forward,” he said.

“It’s not a high-level delegation
as I stated earlier; it’s the technical
side of the negotiations,” Al-Ansari
added, noting that the teams move
between Doha and other locations
depending on the progress of dis-
cussions.

On the issue of Iranian assets,
the Qatari official noted that the $6
billion in frozen Iranian funds has
not yet been transferred to Tehran,
adding that any such movement
would depend on the progress of
negotiations.

He said the release of funds
would proceed “according to the
advancement of negotiations”, un-
derscoring that financial arrange-
ments remain linked to ongoing
diplomatic developments. — an

Mitsubishi Wins Best Brand in
Customer Experience Award in
Crossover SUV Category

MITSUBISHI, distributed by
General Automotive Company
(GAQC) - part of The Zubair
Corporation, was felicitated
with the ‘Times of Oman Best
Brand in Customer Experi-
ence (CX) Award in Crossover
SUV Category’ at the Times of
Oman CX Awards 2026. The
awards presentation was co-
located with Oman CX Forum
2026, held at Hotel Kempinski,
Muscat. The premier event was
attended by over 325 CXleaders
across sectors in Oman.
Mitsubishi has
consistently demon-
strated a strong com-
mitment to customer
experience through
its versatile range
of crossover SUVs,
designed to meet
the evolving needs of modern
drivers and families. Combining
advanced technology, practical
functionality, safety, and driving
comfort, Mitsubishi’s crossover
lineup delivers a balanced own-
ership experience that resonates
with customers across diverse
lifestyles and driving conditions.
With a customer-centric
approach focused on reliability,
innovation, and everyday con-
venience, Mitsubishi continues
to enhance the driving journey

through intelligent features, spa-
cious interiors, and advanced
all-wheel-control technologies.
Its crossover SUV portfolio
reflects the brand’s dedication to
understanding customer expec-
tations and delivering vehicles
that offer confidence, comfort,
and long-term value.

By continuously investing in
product development, safety
technologies, and mobility solu-
tions, Mitsubishi has strength-
ened its position as a trusted
automotive brand. Its ability to
combine practicali-
ty with performance
and innovation has
helped establish the
brand as a bench-
mark for customer
satisfaction and
experience within
the crossover SUV segment.

The Best Brand in Customer
Experience (CX) Awards are
instituted by Times of Oman, in
collaboration with Muscat Me-
dia Group, Gulf Leaders Circle
and TEvents. They are present-
ed to the leading brands that are
ahead of the curve in meet-
ing and exceeding customer
expectations. The winners are
selected based on an extensive
consumer survey conducted by

the Times of Oman.

Co-located with:
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Beyond Imagination
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For more information, contact:
78471944/97221630

Japanese PM to visit India

NEW DELHI: Japan Prime
Minister Sanae Takaichi’s visit to
India from July 1 to 3 is expected
to boost investment and innova-
tion opportunities, strengthen
economic ties and give a boost to
efforts for building resilient sup-
ply chains in areas like semicon-
ductors and critical minerals.

Diplomatic sources said that
the focus during the visit will also
be on boosting maritime security,
defence tech cooperation, and
developing an “Industrial Value
Chain” connecting the Bay of
Bengal and Northeast India.

The Japan PM will take part
in the 16th India-Japan Annual
Summit, which will provide an
opportunity for both sides to
review and strengthen the full
spectrum of bilateral cooperation

Democrat Congressman Ro Khanna
slams Donald Trump’s foreign policy

WASHINGTON, DC: Demo-
crat Congressman Ro Khanna on
Monday accused the US Presi-
dent Donald Trump of allegedly
abandoning America’s “moral vi-
sion”, threatening global stability,
and implementing immigration
policies that severely undermine
the nation’sleadership in technol-
ogy and Artificial Intelligence.

Speaking during the US-India
Strategic Partnership Forum
Leadership Summit in Wash-
ington, DC, Khanna heavily
criticised what he described as
a shift toward a foreign policy
dictated by “might makes right,”
directly targeting the Trump ad-
ministration’s rhetoric toward
multiple nations.

“Now you have an America that
has forgotten that moral vision,
that has a foreign policy of might
makes right, threatening not just
Iran, threatening Cuba, threaten-
ing to conquer Greenland and we
were having dinner as if every-
thing is normal. Who cares about
the partnerships of this and that
when this President isliterally de-
stroying America’s leadership in

the entire world?” he stated.

Further turning his focus to
domestic policy, the Democratic
lawmaker strongly condemned
the administration’s approach
to immigration and its impact
on the American technology
sector, particularly in relation
to student visas.

“And the demagoguery about
immigrants, the demagoguery of
this President and talking about
the lack of immigrants coming
into the United States. How can
we sit here and not condemn his
policies on what he has done with
student visas, with the demoni-
zation of talent coming to the
United States,” he said.

Khanna further cited statistics
regarding the global AT workforce
to criticise the President for at-
tempting to restrict the flow of
high-skilled foreign professionals.

“He talks about leading in Al
38% of the top Al researchers are
of Chinese origin. 72% have for-
eign degrees. This is a President
who doesn’t understand that we
need to be recruiting talent, not
turning talent away. He’s a lame
duck,” he said.

Khanna concluded his remarks
with a confident prediction re-
garding the upcoming electoral
cycles, claiming a victory of the
Democrats.

“The Democrats are going to

win decisively in 2026 and we’re
going to win in 2028,” Khanna
affirmed.

Earlier, US Under Secretary
of State for Economic Affairs
Jacob Helberg warned that the
concepts of digital and artificial
intelligence sovereignty are vul-
nerable to political manipula-
tion abroad, which could inad-
vertently pressure nations into
draining substantial financial re-
sources to replicate pre-existing
technologies.

Instead of pursuing absolute
domestic control over obsolete
technology frameworks, the of-
ficial argued that genuine sover-
eignty should be demonstrated
through cutting-edge innova-
tion and active contributions to
the international technological
landscape.

He further characterised New
Delhi as a vital ally for Washing-
ton in the international pursuit
of technological dominance,
highlighting the country’s vast
reservoir of engineering exper-
tise and its rapidly expanding
technology sector. —ant

as well as exchange views on re-
gional and global issues of mutual
interest.

This would be the first official
visit of Prime Minister Takaichi
to India. This visit follows Prime
Minister Modi’s visit to Tokyo in
August 2025 for the 15th India-
Japan Annual Summit and re-
flects the shared commitment of
the two countries to further en-

hance India-Japan Special Stra-
tegic and Global Partnership.

Japan PM will also attend the
India-Japan Business Forum
meeting.

The sources said there may
be a declaration concerning
Al cooperation and proposals
also include a large-scale green
ammonia project in Odisha,
strengthening biogas coopera-
tion, and promoting regional re-
silience via POWERR Asia.

“The visit aims to boost eco-
nomic growth through invest-
ment and innovation. There will
be focus on strengthening eco-
nomic security, including build-
ing resilient supply chains in
areas like semiconductors and
critical minerals,” a source said.

— ANI

India resumes tourist
visas for Bangladesh

DHAKA: The Indian Visa Appli-
cation Centres (IVACs) in Bang-
ladesh have reopened after being
closed for nearly two years, follow-
ing the resumption of tourist visas.

In the capital, Dhaka, a large
number of Indian visa applicants
were seen standing in line in front
of the IVAC located at Jamuna
Future Park, submitting their visa
applications and expressing their
satisfaction that tourist visas had
resumed.

Medical visa

“I've come here to get a medical
visa. I have submitted my papers.
The services and everything are
very good. Two years ago, I had
some problems, but now it is very
good,” Chandra Roy, a visa seeker,
told ANL.

“Of course, itis useful. For medi-
cal purposes or tourism, both are
essential for Bangladeshis, espe-
cially medical services,” he added.

“After a long time, the tourist
visa has opened. Because of that,
everybody wants to go abroad.
They want to visit India, like in the
old days,” Roy said.

“I have come here for an Indian
visa, mainly for a medical visa. I
receive treatment in Chennai and
also at Manipal Hospital in Kolk-
ata. I had also taken a medical visa
a while ago; they had given me a
six-month visa,” said Shakila Akter
Seema, another visa seeker.

Good treatment is available

“The doctor asked me to go
again, which is why I applied for
a new medical visa. Most people
from our country mainly go to In-
dia for medical treatment, whether
it is to Chennai or any other place.
Since good treatment is available
there, that’s why we go. I went to
Manipal last time for a check-up
and liked it very much, so I am go-
ing again,” she said.

On June 25, Indian High Com-
missioner Dinesh Trivedi an-
nounced that tourist visas would
resume on June 28, 2026, from five
visa centres, including the one in
the capital, Dhaka, Bangladesh.

He made this announcement
after presenting his credentials to
the President of Bangladesh.
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Bowlers, Kaia lead Z

imbabwe

to their biggest Test triumph

Muzarabani picked
up 4 for 65 in the
second outing as
Zimbabwe thrashed
Bangladesh by an
innings and 85 runs

HARARE: Zimbabwe registered
their biggest win in Test cricket as
they thrashed Bangladesh by an
innings and 85 runs on the third
afternoon in the one-off Test in
Harare.

It was the first time that Zim-
babwe won two successive Tests
by an innings margin. In their
previous Test, in October 2025,
they had beaten Afghanistan by
an innings and 73 runs at this very
venue. That was also their biggest
win at the time.

After conceding a first-innings
lead of 270, Bangladesh collapsed
once again and were all out for
185 in the second innings, with
Blessing Muzarabani picking up
4 for 65.

Bangladesh started the day on
40 for 1, but were soon reduced to

46 for 3, as Muzarabani dismissed
the overnight batters Mahmudul
Hasan Joy and Mominul Haque
inside the first four overs of the
day. Bowling predominantly short
of good length, he kept the duo on
the back foot before snaring them
with fuller deliveries.

Players end protest
OVEr Prize money

LONDON: Top tennis players at
‘Wimbledon have decided to end
their protest over prize money
andwillnolongerbelimitingtheir
media appearances during the
first week of the Grand Slam
tournament.

A statement on Monday from
the advisory firm representing
the players said the decision fol-
lows “constructive meetings”
with the All England Club over
the weekend.

Sally Bolton, the chief executive
at the All England Club, said she
was “really pleased” with the play-
ers’ decision.

“I think it’s great news that we
and they can now just concentrate
on the championships and on the
tennis,” Bolton said. “We’ve had
some really fruitful conversations
over the weekend. They've been
really positive.”

Most of the top-10 ranked play-
ers had said they would limit their
post-match media appearances to
15 minutes during the first week
of the tournament, continuing a
protest that started at the French
Open. Players have argued that
their share of the revenues from
the Grand Slam tournaments is
less than 15% and should be bigger.

They've also asked for larger
contributions to a player welfare
fund. Wimbledon announced a
20% hike in total prize money this

A
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year and organizers expressed dis-
appointment with the players’ de-
cision to continue their protest.

But further talks over the
weekend proved productive,
even though the statement said
“the underlying matters remain
unresolved.”

“Constructive dialogue with
Wimbledon and the other Grand
Slams will continue,” the state-
ment said. “The players and the
Club will make no further com-
ment at this time.”

World number ones Aryna Sa-
balenka and Jannik Sinner were
among the stars who limited their
media appearances to 15 minutes
on Saturday and Sunday in protest
at the amount of prize money on
offer at the Grand Slams. - Agencies

Najmul Hossain Shanto and
Mushfiqur Rahim resisted briefly,
using contrasting methods. Shanto
was aggressive, and didn’t miss out
on the opportunities to pull and
drive. Mushfiqur was defensive,
often leaving the ball and even tak-
ing a couple of blows to the body.

They took Bangladesh past 100
before Newman Nyamhuri bowled
Shanto to break the 61-run stand.
It was an attempted yorker that
ended up as a low full toss. Shanto
went for the drive but got an inside
edge onto his stumps. He made 30
off 41 balls.

Mushfiqur didn’t last long after
that. A couple of minutes before
lunch, Muzarabani had him caught
down the leg side for 34 with an
innocuous delivery. Muzarabani
had his fourth soon after the lunch
break when Towhid Hridoy edged
alength ball to third slip. He should

have had his fifth too in the follow-
ing over, but Brian Bennett, at gul-
ly, put down a sharp chance from
Taijul Islam.

Amite Hasan and Taijul frus-
trated Zimbabwe for a while, add-
ing 34 off 44 balls for the seventh
wicket, before Evans had Taijul
caught behind with a short ball
down the leg side.

Richard Ngarava hastened the
end by picking up two wickets in
the next over. Muzarabani, how-
ever, could not complete his five-
for. Ironically, he was the catcher
for the tenth wicket. When Hasan
Mahmud miscued a pull off Nyam-
huri, Muzarabani ran backwards
from mid-on to complete the catch.

Just like in the first innings,
Zimbabwe’s seamers shared all
ten wickets. It was only the sec-
ond occasion in their Test his-
tory that all 20 wickets fell to fast
bowlers. The first one was in 1993,
in a losing cause against Pakistan
in Rawalpindi.

Innocent Kaia, who scored his

maiden Test hundred and equalled
Bangladesh’s first-innings total on
his own with 140, was named the
Player of the Match.
Brief scores: Zimbabwe 410 (Kaia
140, Madhevere 77*, Taijul 7-138)
beat Bangladesh 140 (Mominul 60,
Nyamhuri 4-61, Ngarava 2-18) and
185 (Mushfiqur 34, Muzarabani
4-65, Ngarava 3-32) by an innings
and 85runs.- Agencies

Reigning champ Sinner survives scare

LONDON: World No.1 Jannik
Sinner survived an almighty scare
as he began his Wimbledon title
defence with a five-set comeback
victory over inspired opponent

Miomir Kecmanovic on Monday.

One month on from a seis-
mic second-round loss at the
French Open, four-time major
winner Sinner recovered from
an error-strewn start and an
awkward fall to overcome his
50th-ranked opponent 4-6, 6-3,
6-7 (6-8), 6-2, 6-3 after a tense

three and a halfhours.

Sinner opted against contest-
ing a grass tournament in the
lead-up to Wimbledon, with this
his first match since an extraor-
dinary collapse against Argentine
Juan Manuel Cerundolo, whom
he had led by two sets and 5-1 at

Roland Garros.

Having appeared to physically
shut down in the stifling Paris
heat that day, Sinner’s durabil-
ity was thoroughly tested by Kec-
manovic, and he was fortunate to
escape relatively unscathed after
a moment of genuine concern on

Centre Court.

There were gasps in the crowd
when Sinner slipped behind the
baseline during the third set and
took time to return to his feet, with
the umpire heading over to check
on him. Blood was also seeping
from the Italian’s shoe during a
must-win fourth set, which he
later explained was caused by a

problematic toenail.

Sinner had won just one of his
past nine matches that had gone
to a fifth set - but he raised his
level when it truly mattered to
stave off Kecmanovic and avoid
becoming only the third defend-
ing Wimbledon men’s champion
tolose in the first round.

Sinner, contesting the opening
match on Centre Court after beat-
ing Carlos Alcaraz last year to win
a first Wimbledon title, said: “I
tried to stay there mentally, [but]
also trying to enjoy the moment.

“Coming here, [playing in the]
opening match on Centre Court,
it’s a huge privilege.

“It has been an amazing, amaz-
ing day for me to feel this way at
least once in my life.

“I think I handled the situation
still quite well. It was very nervy,
but I'm very happy that I found a
way today.”

‘T'm surprised they let me keep
playing’ - Sinner jokes about
bloody injury

Djokovic ‘happy but not the
freshest’ after Wu battle
A resilient Novak Djokovic
launched hislatest bid for arecord
25th Grand Slam title with a bat-
tling win over China’s Wu Yibing
in the first round. The 39-year-
old has been tied with Australia’s
Margaret Court on 24 major titles
since the 2023 US Open.

But he started his campaign
for the standalone record with a

Oman girls chase history in ACC U19 Premier Cup

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman’s Under-19
women’s cricket team is all set to
script a new chapter in the coun-
try’s cricketing history when it
makes its debut in the ACC U19
‘Women’s Premier Cup in Malay-
sia, with a coveted place in the
ACC U19 Women’s Asia Cup up
for grabs.

Led by Nitya Joshi, the young
Oman side will become the coun-
try’s first women’s Under-19 team
to compete in an Asian Cricket
Council (ACC) pathway tourna-
ment when it opens its campaign
against the UAE at the YSD UKM
Oval on July 11 before facing Bhu-
tan at the Bayuemas Oval the fol-
lowing day.

The 13-team tournament, to be
held from July 9 to 18, offers a di-
rect route to the ACC U19 Wom-
en’s Asia Cup, with the four semi-
finalists earning qualification.

Head coach Aamir Kaleem be-
lieves the squad is ready for the
challenge after an intensive two-
month training programme.

“The preparation has been
good. We had a two-month train-
ing camp with the girls with a goal

of playing good cricket and giving
ourselves a chance to qualify for
the U19 Women’s Asia Cup,” Kal-
eem said.

While acknowledging that it
will be the first overseas pathway
event for the squad, Kaleem is
confident his players can embrace
the occasion.

“The girls are playing such a
pathway competition for the first
time and away from home and
their families, so adapting to the
environment and getting used to
the conditions will play a part.
There is pressure, can’t deny that,
but we carry that along and look to
useitas our strength and play qual-

ity cricket.” The squad comprises
a talented crop of youngsters,
with most of the players around
15 years of age, while a handful of
17-year-olds have already gained
experience with the senior Oman
women’s team.

“Itis an opportunity for the girls
to showcase their talent and knock

on the door of the senior women’s
team,” Kaleem added.

The coach has challenged his
players to express themselves on
the continental stage and make the
most of the opportunity.

“It would be a target. The girls
have been guided to express
their character on the platform

gritty 6-4, 5-7, 6-4, 6-4 win on a
rowdy Centre Court to maintain
his 100% win rate in 21 first-round
matches at SW19.

“It felt really challenging for
me today,” said Djokovic, who had
not played since his third-round
defeat by Brazilian teenager Joao
Fonseca at the French Open.

“I'm feeling happy but not the
freshest. It didn’t feel like the first
round to be honest.”

Defending champion
Swiatek passes tough test
After surviving a first-round
rollercoaster on Centre Court
to open her Wimbledon title de-
fence, No. 3 seed Iga Swiatek bur-
ied her head in her towel for sever-
al minutes courtside on Tuesday.

Her 6-1, 2-6, 6-3 battle over
Taylor Townsend in 2 hours and
2 minutes had been an emotional
one as well as a physical one.

“It was tough couple of weeks,
not a season where everything
went how I wanted,” the Pole ex-
plained in her on-court interview.

“I don’t think I won any three-
set match this year, so I'm happy
that I could do it here, because ob-
viously it means a lot opening the
court as defending champion.”

Also, Aryna Sabalenka rated
her Wimbledon first-round per-
formance as an “eight out of 10”
as she began her campaign with
a commanding 6-2, 6-3 win over
qualifier Teodora Kostovic in 65
minutes. - Agencies

on debut

and execute their skills. As a
group, we look forward to the chal-
lenge and thank Oman Cricket
for the backing. We are hopeful of
playing quality cricket in the tour-
nament.”

The 13 participating teams are
divided into four groups: Group
A comprises Thailand, Japan and
Myanmar; Group B features UAE,
Oman and Bhutan; Group C con-
sists of hosts Malaysia, Indonesia
and Kuwait; while Group D in-
cludes Nepal, Hong Kong, Qatar
and Singapore.

The top two teams from each
group will progress to the quarter-
finals, with the four semi-finalists
securing qualification for the ACC
U19 Women’s Asia Cup.

Oman squad: Nitya Joshi (cap-
tain), Lujaina Syed (vice-captain),
Amishi Sarkar (wicketkeeper),
Areeba Mughal, Sahana Jeelany,
Eshal Siddiqui, Pia Sharma, Kushi
Egodagamage, Ira Yadav, Aneeka
Ashik, Akithya De Silva, Blessy
Jeeba, Manha Mariyam and Abee-
ha Farooq.

Support staff: Aamir Kaleem
(coach), Damith Warusavithana
(team manager) and Merita Pinto
(team supervisor).
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OMAN OIL PRIGE FALLS

The price of Oman crude oil has
decreased, with prices for delivery
by August 2026 reaching $65.20.
The price of Oman crude oil fell by
$1.49 from the price of Monday,
which was $66.69. -ona
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MBX INDEX ENDS HIGHER

The MSX index closed at 7,507.94 points,
up by 0.55% from previous close. The
Sharia Index ended up by 0.70% at
596.87 points. Salalah Port Services,

up 9.90%, was the top gainer while, Al
Hassan Engineering, down 33.33%, was
the top loser. >B2

Summer escape starts
with Travel Loan

at 3.757

Bank Muscat. Better Everyday.
Offer valid until July 15, 2026. Terms and conditions apply.

insurance highlighted

The workshop

aimed to introduce
manufacturers and
exporters to domestic
and international
trade guarantee
tools, and to enhance
awareness of
insurance services
that contribute

to mitigating
commercial risks
and bolstering trust
among trading
partners

SALALAH: Raysut Industrial
City, which operates under the
Public Establishment for Indus-
trial Estates (Madayn), in coopera-
tion with Credit Oman, organised
on Tuesday a workshop on the
importance of credit insurance in
commercial business and its role
in enhancing Omani exports, with
the participation of representa-
tives from industrial companies
operating in Dhofar Governorate.

Cemigrs
0il falls as investors await
potential US-Iran talks
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SINGAPORE: Oil prices fell yesterday as investors awaited
the outcome of potential talks between the United States and
Iran, after the two sides exchanged missile strikes over the
weekend in a test of a fragile ceasefire aimed at ending their
four-month conflict. Brent crude futures for August delivery,
which expire today, fell 75 cents, or 1.03%, to $72.40 a barrel.
The more actively traded September Brent contract declined
40 cents, or 0.54%, to $73.51 abarrel. US West Texas Interme-
diate (WTI) crude futures slipped 47 cents, or 0.66%, to $70.32

abarrel. -ona

Nikkeil index records best
guarterly performance on
technology rebound
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TOKYO: Japan’s Nikkei index rose yesterday, boosted by a
rebound in technology stocks that helped the index achieve
record quarterly gains. The Nikkei 225 index climbed 0.86%
to close at 70,062.32. During the April-June quarter, the index
surged 37 percent, marking its strongest quarterly perfor-
mance on record since 1965. The broader Topix index gained
0.73% to 4,010.88. The Nikkei dipped during part of the ses-
sion, and stock performance at the close was mixed, with 104
stocks rising and 121 declining. Taiyo Yuden was the top per-
centage gainer on the index, surging 8.28%, followed by Furu-
kawa Electric, which advanced 7.04%, and Screen Holdings,
which climbed 6.20% to arecord high. -ona

The workshop aimed to intro-
duce manufacturers and exporters
to domestic and international trade
guarantee tools, and to enhance
awareness of insurance services
that contribute to mitigating com-
mercial risks and bolstering trust
among trading partners, thereby
supporting the growth of Omani ex-
ports and raising their competitive-
ness in foreign markets.

Haitham Abdullah Al Yaqoobi,

Acting Chief Executive Officer of
Credit Oman, reviewed the institu-
tion’s efforts in supporting econom-
ic development by providing credit
insurance solutions that contribute
to stimulating domestic trade and
enhancing Omani exports.

The presentation addressed the
prominent risks covered by Credit
Oman, which include commer-
cial risks such as non-payment
for goods, buyer insolvency, or de-
layed payment, in addition to non-
commercial risks associated with
exporting, such as restrictions and
legislation imposed by importing
countries, political events, and
economic challenges.

The workshop also reviewed the
services provided by Credit Oman,
including the domestic credit in-
surance policy for sales within
the Sultanate of Oman, the export
credit insurance policy for foreign
markets, and the multi-buyer in-
surance policy. It also introduced
mechanisms for entering global
markets and highlighted the im-
portance of risk management in
supporting business sustainability
and enhancing the competitive-
ness of enterprises. -ona

Dman participates
in Bahrain Smart
Cities Summit

MANAMA: The Sultanate of
Oman is participating in the
ninth edition of Bahrain Smart
Cities Summit 2026, which com-
menced on Tuesday, as part of ef-
forts to strengthen cooperation
and exchange expertise in the
fields of innovation and smart
technologies.

Throughout the two-day con-
ference, Oman is presenting five
working papers addressing a
range of themes related to the fu-
ture of smart cities and sustain-
able urban development, includ-
ing the role of decentralisation
in achieving sustainability, the
application of smart technolo-
gies in residential buildings to
enhance resource efficiency and
improve comfort and safety lev-

els, the impact of urban planning
and environmental sustainabil-
ity projects on public health, and
sustainable municipal transfor-
mation within the framework of
Oman Vision 2040.

Additionally, a paper on the
North Al Batinah Green Initia-
tive will be presented, focusing
on environmental sustainability,
afforestation and the strengthen-
ing of green infrastructure.

This participation underscores
the Sultanate of Oman’s com-
mitment to adopting innovative
solutions and advancing smart
city concepts, thereby supporting
sustainable development efforts
and aligning with global trends in
urban development and quality-
of-life enhancement.-ona

UAPF’s first national passenger rail service begins

ABU DHABI: The UAFE’s first
national passenger rail service
entered operation this morning
as Etihad Rail welcomed its first
paying passengers onboard the
inaugural scheduled service from
Fujairah to Abu Dhabi, marking a
historic milestone in the country’s
transport journey.

Departing Fujairah Station at
5:34am and arriving at Moham-
med Bin Zayed City Station in Abu
Dhabi at 7:19am, the inaugural
service marked the beginning of
scheduled passenger rail services
in the UAE.

Customer demand has been
strong since bookings opened,
with more than 10,000 tickets sold
ahead of the start of operations. A
total of 6 passenger services will
operate as Etihad Rail begins the
introductory operational phase of
its national passenger network,
offering customers a safe, reliable
and comfortable new way to travel
between Fujairah and Abu Dhabi.

Passengers travelling onboard
Etihad Rail today benefitted from a
modern travel experience, includ-

ing guaranteed seating, onboard
Wi-Fi, power outlets at every seat,
generous luggage allowances and
Premium Class services designed
to deliver greater comfort and con-
venience.

To deliver a seamless end-to-
end customer journey, Etihad Rail
has also announced that is working
closely with the Integrated Trans-
port Centre (Abu Dhabi Mobility)
to integrate passenger rail with
Abu Dhabi’s wider public trans-
port network, enabling customers
to connect easily with buses, taxis

and other mobility services as part
of a fully integrated mobility eco-
system.

Azza Alsuwaidi, Chief Operat-
ing Officer at Etihad Rail, said:

“Every great piece of national
infrastructure has two beginnings:
the day it is built, and the day peo-
ple begin making it their own. To-
day, with the support and guidance
of our wise leadership, we embark
on that second beginning.

“The first departure from Fu-
jairah this morning is the moment
a national vision becomes part of

everyday life, giving people a new
way to connect with one another,
with opportunity and with the
places that make our country so
unique.

“Years from now, passengers
will be able to say they were there
at the very beginning.”

Dr. Abdulla Hamad AlGhfeli,
Acting Director General of the In-
tegrated Transport Centre, said:
“The journey doesn’t end when
passengers step off the train. It
continues all the way to their final
destination.”

India’s industrial output increases by 5.1% in May;,
manufacturing, electricity sectors drive expansion

NEW DELHI: India’s Index of In-
dustrial Production (ITP) recorded
a growth of 5.1 per cent in May
2026 compared to the same month
last year, supported by growth in
manufacturing and electricity sec-
tors, according to data released by
the Ministry of Statistics and Pro-
gramme Implementation (MoSPI)
on Monday.

The ministry said manufac-
turing output grew 5.5 per cent
year-on-year in May, while the
Electricity and Gas Supply sector
recorded a strong growth of 9.9 per
cent. However, Mining and Quar-
rying contracted by 1.6 per cent
during the month.

The Quick Estimate of the ITP
stood at 122.7 in May 2026, com-
pared with 116.7 in May 2025.

MoSPI also announced a ma-

jor methodological change in the
compilation of the IIP. The min-
istry has adopted the Output Pro-
ducer Price Index (Output PPI) as
the deflator for the new IIP series
with base year 2022-23, replacing
the Wholesale Price Index (WPI).
According to the ministry, the
change affects 234 out of 463 item
groups in the IIP basket, repre-

senting 36.02 per cent of the total
index weight. The revised series
supersedes the earlier WPI-based
IIP 2022-23 series released on
June 1, 2026.

MoSPI said Output PPI pro-
vides a more granular price struc-
ture than WPI and will improve
the estimation of real output for
value-based production items. The
ministry added that the move is in
line with international best prac-
tices and recommendations of the
Technical Advisory Committee on
the base revision of TIP.

Within the manufacturing sec-
tor, 16 out of 23 industry groups
recorded positive growth during
May 2026.

The top three contributors to
manufacturing growth were “Man-
ufacture of motor vehicles, trailers

and semi-trailers” with growth
of 14.5 per cent, “Manufacture of
electrical equipment” with growth
of 20.8 per cent and “Manufacture
of basic metals” with growth of 4.6
per cent.

According to the ministry, pas-
senger cars, auto components,
spares and accessories, and com-
mercial vehicles were among the
major contributors to growth in
the motor vehicle segment.

Under the use-based classifica-
tion, capital goods recorded the
highest growth of 12.9 per cent,
followed by consumer durables
at 7.2 per cent, infrastructure and
construction goods at 5.9 per cent,
intermediate goods at 5.8 per cent,
consumer non-durables at 3.6 per
cent and primary goods at 2.6 per
cent. -an1
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MSX index MUSCAT

ends higher

Salalah Port Services, up 9.90%, was the top

gainer while, Al Hassan Engineering, down
33.33%, was the top loser

MUSCAT: The MSX index
closed at 7,507.94 points, up by
0.55% from previous close. The
Sharia Index ended up by 0.70%
at596.87 points. Salalah Port Ser-
vices, up 9.90%, was the top gain-
er while, Al Hassan Engineering,
down 33.33%, was the top loser.
Shares of Sohar International
Bank were the most active in
terms of number of shares trad-
ed while Bank Muscat were the
most active in terms of turnover.
A total number of 9549 trades
were executed during the day’s
trading session, generating turn-
over of RO 46.59 million, with
more than 158.27 million shares
changing hands. Out of 77 trad-
ed securities, 34 advanced, 18
declined, and 25 remained un-
changed. At the session close, do-
mestic investors were net buyers
for RO 916K while foreign inves-
tors were net sellers for RO 786K,
followed by GCC & Arab inves-
tors for RO 130K worth of shares.
Financial Index closed at
13,085.38 points, up 1.03%. Prices
of Ahli Bank, Financial Corpora-
tion, Oman United Insurance, OM-

Upgrade your summer with iCAUR:

INVEST, Bank Dhofar were up by
5.00%, 4.00%, 2.99%, 2.70%, 2.44%
respectively. Prices of DIDIC,
Muscat Finance, United Finance,
Bank Muscat, Muscat Insurance
were down by 2.01%, 1.49%, 1.06%,
0.98%, 0.34% respectively.

Industrial Index closed at
9,756.98 points, up 1.11%. Prices
of Dhofar Cattle Feed, Salalah
Mills, Galfar Engineering, Oman
Fisheries, Al Maha Ceramics
were up by 5.61%, 4.62%, 4.55%,
4.35%, 3.57% respectively. Pric-
es of Al Hassan Engineering,
Voltamp Energy, A’Saffa Foods
were down by 33.33%, 1.14%,
0.13% respectively.

Services Index was up by 0.17%
before closing at 3,050.17 points.
Prices of Salalah Port Services, Al
Maha Marketing, Majan College,
Abraj Energy, Oman Telecom
were up by 9.90%, 2.42%, 2.27%,
1.03%, 0.96% respectively. Prices
of Muscat Gases, SMN Power
Holding, Sembcorp Salalah,
Muscat Desalination, National
Gas were down by 2.03%, 1.45%,
1.16%, 1.08%, 0.89% respectively.

— United Securities

o 0CK
EXCHANGE

INDICES

Index High Low. Value Prev.Value.......... ) i o Diff %
MSX 30 INDEX.. .7,533.84. 7,469.53 7,507.94 7,466.71 41.22 0.55 %
FINANCIAL IND. ..13,085.38.. 2,930.08......cccccc.c. 13,085.38 12,951.59 133.80 1.03 %
Industry Inde: 9,773.15 9,653.46 9,756.98 9,650.06 106.92 111%
Services Index 3,065.63 3,043.15 3,050.17 3,045.00 5.18 017 %
MSX Shariah Index 598.27 592.90 596.87 592.69 417 0.70 %
MSX TR INDEX .11,553.95.. .11,613.36 11,549.59 63.76 0.55 %
FINANCIAL TR IDX 15,865.02 16,055.57 15,891.40 164.17 1.03 %
INDUSTRIAL TR IDX. ...12,496.21 12,359.27. 136.94 111%
SERVICES TRIDX.....ccoecoveummerrrerineens p ,077. 4,086.66 4,079.72 6.93 017 %
FIXED INCOME INDEX 1,253.83 1,253.83 1,253.83 1,253.83 0.00 0.00 %
Trading Summary

Volume................ Turnover .......... Trades Market Cap. Up Down Equal.........Sec. Traded
158,275,315 ............. 46,591,249........ccoeeee. 9,549.....ccoeeu. 36,729,473,568 34 18 25 7

MARKET CAP

ISIN. SECURITY NAME

REGULAR MARKET

OMO0000001087............ OMAN UNITED INSURANCE 476,000 160,940
OMO0000001533 OMINVEST. 145,000 53,172
0OMO0000001749... OMAN CEMENT 9,658 2,34!

.36,120,000

26,684,488

OMO0000009908...
0OMO0000002549 ..

OQBASE INDUSTRIES (SFZ)
BANK DHOFAR.

15,346,046 .......... 3,785,14"
783,000 159,905,

188,597,445

857,953,731
638,357,692

OMO0000003000..
OMO0000002267 ...

GULF MUSHROOM PRODUCTS

AIMAHA PETROLEUM PRODS MRKTNG .....47,590

84,801,000

113,665

OMO000000177:

ALANWAR INVESTMENT!

193,72

OMO0000003398 ..
OMO0000008934 ..
OMO0000003026 ..
OMO0000009072....
OMO0000003968 ..

SOHAR INTERNATIONAL BANK
ABRAJ ENERGY SERVICES ..
OMAN TELECOM
0QGAS NETWOR!
OOREDOO

46,656,280
10,148,625
1,876,708 ...
25,456,095

21,345,168

1,351,104
.1,290,363,023

02,688,600

...... 1,027,500,000
961,398,510

447,256

0OMO0000004933... AL SUWADI POWER

284,602,

0OMO0000001152

NATIONAL BANK OMAN

OMAN NATIONAL ENGG & INVESTMENT .....2,999

5,002,668,

OMAN EMIRATES HO.

10,000

OMO000000170’ OMAN CABLES INDUSTRY

20,000

11,556,875

136,451,611
22,500,000
811,347,231

OMO000000217¢ JAZEERA STEEL PRODUCT:!

60,000

19,378,125
289,282,500

104,289,797

0OMO0000002440..
OMO000000312!
OMO0000003224 ...

AL SHARQIYA INVESTMENT HO.

RENAISSANCE SERVICES

107,825

GLOBAL FINANCIAL INVESTMENT HO. ..... 156,873,

45,125

0OMO0000004420.. BANK NIZWA

OMO0000004768 .. MADINA TAKAFUL

761,617
69,760

090,000
60,000,000
73,050,690

0OMO0000004925 .. ALBATINAH POWER

20,500

OM0000009759.
OMO000001012f

ASYAD SHIPPING

OQEXPLORATION AND PRODUCTION....... 9,618,758.....cccer 4,314,772

2,573,469

OMO0000002804-... ASAFFAFOOD:

1,200 932

0OMO0000002226 .. ALJAZEERA SERVICES

9,000 2,466

0OMO0000002796 ...
OMO000000237-

BANK MUSCAT
UNITED FINANCE

27,822,540.......11,287,248
000 279

301,988,659
21,175,000

129,578,387
,576,000,000

.1,468,865,887

93,240,000
.11,738,980

:3,040,090,810

119,839

OMO000000366: 'VOLTAMP ENERGY.

779,974 137,018,

OMO000000473! SEMBCORP SALALAH

695,900 77 G aN— 7] —

0OMO0000004248 .. SMN POWER HOLDING

6,946 1423

OMO000000150

DHOFAR INTL DEVELOPMENT & INVEST...

74,000,000
243,415,847

40,725,662

...... 19,593
96:

OMO0000003141... BARKA WATER AND POWER
Total 6

149,909,600..... 45,303,765,

144,848,393

25,600,000

Qo= T Y LY/ = == OO

OM0000002333.... ALALAH PORT SERVICES.

500 3. 2

‘OM000000130:

OM0000002200... AHLIBANK

DHOFARFOODS AND INVESTMENT....

108,460
300,000.

0460 0.5 95,853,334

0.207. 40,919,123

.............. 0.195.
0.667.

583,441,092
.42,474,884

.............. 0.184.
0.094.

..37,349,506
7,283,116

2,680 10,527,000

OMO0000001889 SALALAH MILL 50,000

OMO0000003521............ GALFAR ENGG & CONTRACTING 802,139 144,508, 61
OMO0000002911 FINANCIAL CORPORATION 200 21 2
OM0000001020 .. OMAN CHROMITE 667 1934......... Ji— .
OMO0000005005... ALMAHA CERAMICS 400 113

OM0000002028... GULF INTERNATIONAL CHEMICALS. 2,100 39 4 0.075

OM0000002168

322,660............ 83

0.252. 15,950,000

.............. 0.073. Jem— .17 X0 [0[0]

-33,880,000

..13,365,000

..28,165,606

106,458,638
18,270,000

3,923,027

OM000000189' MAJAN COLLEGE. 5834 785.
OM000001082: OMAN GATEWAY FUND, 100 10!
OM0000008868 ... THE PEARL REIF 27,881 4,990.
OMO0000009569 .. JABALREIF 7,635 796,
OMO0000002036... MUSCAT THREAD MILL 150 2
OMO0000008447 ... OMAN REIT FUND 10,070 1,076.
OM0000004669 ... SHARQIYAH DESALINATION. 1,200 209
OM0000001400 ... OMAN FLOUR MILLS 75 208. 1
OM0000001251 DHOFAR BEVERAGE: 87436 15,896
OMO0000001384.......... FINANCIAL SERVICES 2,342 562
OM0000001608. OMAN PACKAGING 460 90.

OMO0000005260 ... OMAN ARAB BANK

258,323

OM0000007407 ... DHOFAR GENERATING

27474

OM000000791¢

000

(OM0000001806.

9,500

70,452,965
17,115,378
96,198,638

0.000.

3,640,000

............ 0.240 4,800,000

0.195. 6,324,993

0. 0.

468,641,940

0.081 18,223,680

0.068. 13,600,000

0.550. 6,394,527

OM000000116!

37,835

OM0000007084 .. MUSCAT CITY DESALINATION

44,052

............... 0.111.
0.092.

.............. 9,435,000
14,310,637

OM000000159¢ MUSCAT FINANCE
OM000000117¢ MUSCAT GASES

2,529,450. 166,945
6,200 911

Total 29

6,501,950 860,062

0.066.

RAQP SR— 0.145

20,271,657

.............. 0.134......cc0000.0.147. 0.100.............4,350,000

99.9%

UV protection and ownership benefits

MUSCAT: IniCAUR, the sun stays
out. Step into a world where sum-
mer isn’t something to survive, but
something to enjoy with an auto-
motive experience designed for
total cooling and peace of mind.
iCAUR Oman has introduced its
latest seasonal initiative, focus-
ing on the all-new iCAUR 03T and
V27 models.

This campaign is valid from 13
May to 31 July, pairing the brand’s
signature 99.9% UV protection
technology with a substantial
package of ownership rewards to
ensure drivers enjoy a heat-re-
sistant cabin and significant finan-
cial ease during the peak summer
months.

The program delivers high-
value benefits including 1 year
comprehensive insurance and
free registration on all models. To
ensure long-term reliability, new
owners will also receive a com-
plimentary service package for 2
years or 30,000 km (whichever
comes first). These benefits are
structured to provide a seamless
transition into the iCAUR line-up,
allowing customers to experience
a brand that is “Born to Play” with
the peace of mind that comes from
full manufacturer warranty terms,

service support and zero initial
maintenance costs (Terms & Con-
ditions Apply).

Engineered for 100% comfort,
the iCAUR V27 is equipped with

specialized “Stellar  Porthole”
panoramic roofs. This advanced
laminated glass structure provides
99.9% UV protection, effectively
blocking harmful rays and sig-
nificantly reducing heat build-up
within the sanctuary of the cabin.

While the V27 with 449 HP uti-
lizes Range Extended Electric Ve-
hicle (REEV) technology to deliver
over 900 kilometers of freedom,
the 03T offers exhilarating urban
performance with 429 HP and an
all-aluminium multi-cavity cage
body for maximum safety.
Whether navigating busy city
commutes or embarking on long-
distance desert explorations,
iCAUR models provide the perfect

blend of rugged soul and high-tech
sophistication. With class-leading
storage compartments and intel-
ligent driving assistance systems,
these vehicles are built for the
modern Omani lifestyle. iCAUR
invites motorists to visit show-
rooms across the Sultanate to dis-
cover how 99.9% UV protection
and a comprehensive suite of free
insurance and service can upgrade
their summer journey.

China, EU officially launch trade and
investment consultation mechanism

BEIJING: China and the Europe-
an Union (EU) have confirmed the
official establishment of China-EU
trade and investment consultation
mechanism as the two sides held
the first meeting of the mecha-
nism, according to a joint state-
ment issued on Tuesday.

The two sides identified four
initial workstreams under the
mechanism, which include trade
and investment balancing, export
controls, intellectual property
rights and WTO reform, the joint
statement said.

China’s Minister of Commerce

‘Wang Wentao and European Com-
missioner for Trade and Economic
Security and Interinstitutional
Relations and Transparency Ma-
ros Sef¢ovi¢ co-chaired the first
meeting of the mechanism on
Monday in Brussels.

The two sides conducted com-
prehensive, in-depth and con-
structive discussions on key eco-
nomic and trade issues, according
to the commerce ministry.

During the meeting, the two
sides agreed to establish a joint
monitoring mechanism to ex-
change relevant data, monitor

trade flows and support techni-
cal work with a view to improving
transparency, enhancing mutual
trust and managing trade frictions.

Balancing

They agreed that increased market
access measures and initiatives
can contribute to the balancing of
trade relationship. They also dis-
cussed possible tariff or non-tariff
initiatives to this effect, exchanged
lists of market access issues and
agreed to continue consultations
within the trade and investment
balancing workstream with a view

to making progress on specific
concerns.

Both sides took note of the posi-
tive results of the China-EU export
control dialogue regarding rare
earth elements and other criti-
cal materials and minerals, and
intended to strengthen dialogue
in this field, according to the joint
statement. The two sides recog-
nised the need to strengthen the
China-EU export control dialogue
and agreed to take further facilita-
tion measures to maintain the sta-
bility of global industrial and sup-
ply chains. -xinhua

Global agricultural,
fisheries production
projected to expand by
13% over next 10 years

PARIS: Global average gross agri-
cultural income per worker is pro-
jected to increase by 9% by 2035,
driven by productivity gains and
broadly stable agricultural prices,
according to a new report released
by the Food and Agriculture Or-
ganisation of the United Nations
(FAO) and the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and De-
velopment (OECD).

Remains vulnerable
However, this outlook remains
vulnerable to market volatil-
ity caused by crises and conflicts.
The report estimates that if the
frequency of shocks observed in
recent years continues, there is
a 25% probability that agricul-
tural incomes in 2035 will be
lower than current levels. Short
term risks are also significant,
as recent energy price hikes and
resulting reductions in fertiliser
use are likely to affect agricultural
production in 2027. While high-
income countries can more easily
absorb these shocks, low-income
countries face deteriorating food
security.

The OECD-FAO Agricultural
Outlook 2026-2035 provides a
global baseline reference for me-
dium-term prospects for agricul-
tural and fisheries markets at na-
tional, regional and global levels.
Under stable conditions, global
agricultural and fisheries pro-
duction is projected to expand by
13% over the next 10 years, driven
mainly by productivity improve-
ments and production intensifi-
cation, with growth concentrated
in Asia, Sub-Saharan Africa and
Latin America.

However, the Outlook also
highlights the potential negative
impacts of adverse shocks, even
if they are temporary. If the 33%
average surge in energy prices
observed in the first half of 2026
were to continue in the second
half of the year, global grain pro-
duction would decline by 0.9 per-
cent in 2027 and more sharply,

by 17%, in low-income coun-
tries. Associated income losses
and higher food prices would
also force households in lower-
income countries to reduce food
consumption and shift towards
cheaper food.

“Our agrifood systems are un-
der pressure, and our farmers
are on the front line of rising en-
ergy and fertiliser costs,” OECD
Secretary-General Mathias Cor-
mann said. “Their resilience is
our food security. Protecting it
means better support to weather
shocks, sustained investment
in productivity, and open, well-
functioning global markets.”

“To  sustain  productivity
growth in agrifood systems, we
must strengthen their resilience.
Resilience is not about surviving
the last shock; it is about prepar-
ing for the next one,” said FAO
Director-General QU Dongyu.
“By investing today in diversified
trade corridors, regional reserves
of critical agricultural inputs, re-
silient infrastructure, and a more
diversified energy mix across
agrifood systems that reduces
dependence on oil, we can trans-
form vulnerability into prepared-
ness and ensure that temporary
disruptions do not become food
security crises.”

Under stable conditions where
productivity gains are expected
to account for most production
growth, some expansion in crop
areas and livestock numbers will
still be necessary. As a result, di-
rect greenhouse gas emissions
from agriculture are projected
to increase by 6.5% over the next
decade. Livestock are expected to
account for around 77% of this in-
crease, reflecting growing animal
herds, while synthetic fertilisers
are estimated to contribute a fur-
ther 23% through higher nitrous
oxide emissions by 2035.

Projected productivity im-
provements are expected to exert
downward pressure on real agri-
cultural commodity prices. -wam
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RENT OR SALE?
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Quality car rentals
at competitive prices.

Muscat 9679 0594
9679 0684

Sohar
Salalah 9429 9325

~

W o

9731 6218

www.orbit-oman.com

¢ Fleet of 2,000 vehicles

® Choose from a wide range
of brands & models

e PDO, OXY and BP spec
vehicles available

e Attractive rates for short-term
& long-term lease

Car Rental & Lease

REACH
EMPLOYERS
THROUGH
ADVERTISING

Publish your ad with us today

Send your advertisement to
amcoman@choueirigroup.com

CARGO MADE
SIMPLE
Advertise with us

Send your advertisement to:
amcoman@choueirigroup.com

JOB VACANCY

URGENTLY REQUIRED

An Excellent grade Construction Company
in Muscat is Looking for Oman Experienced
following Personnel:

1) 2 Nos of Project Manager with
minimum 10+ years of experience

2) 4 Nos of Project Engineer with
minimum 5 years of experience

3) Quantity Surveyor with minimum
5+ years of experience

All above should be a B. E / B.Tech Givil
graduate and should have experience in Building
Construction field.

Email your CV to: careersmet@hotmail.com

Sultanate Of Oman.

I Phool Mohammed Ranki (holder of Indian passport
No. M8974021) son of Akbar Ali Ranki having
permanent residence in Shastri Nagar Kajapada
roomno 441l» 2175,Kurla (W) Mumbai 72 (complete
postal address in India) and presently residing in
seeb Souqg Muscat (Mbay Oman) (complete postal
address in Oman) intend to change my name from
PHOOL MOHAMMED AKBAR ALI RANKI
name)to PHOOL MOHAMMED AKBAR ALI SHAIKH
(new name) for all practical purpose. Any objection
towards my name may please be communicated
to Embassy 0f India, Muscat, Diplomatic Quarters,
Al Khuwair, P. Box. No.1727, Postal Code: 112, Ruwi,

(old

PLACE
YOUR
ADVT HERE

Send your ad to: amcoman@ |
choueirigroup.com

JOB WANTED

FINANCE

Senior finance professional CA(Inter)
MBA expertise dynamic and results-
driven finance professional with over
20 yrs of progressive experience
in financial leadership roles across
multinational corporations in Oman.
Holds a strong track record in strategic
financial planning,etc.

Contact/WA: +968-95877725

Chartered Accountant, presently Finance
Controller, with 22 plus years’ experience
as Finance Head in leading companies of
Oman as well in Auditing firm. Well versed
with Banking, IFRS and taxation seeks
suitable position.
Contact: 94274470
Email: azamca7@gmail.com

GENERAL MANAGER

& SR MANAGEMENT

Dynamic professional with 17+yrs of progressive
experience in financial strategy, business consulting/

management, operational excellence, and growth
leadership across trading, construction, RMC
production, and management opportunities.

@ Phone ; 97403883

FINANCGE

An Indian CA with over 25 years of
experience in manufacturing, retail and
construction industry in accounting,
banking arrangements, Tax, VAT,
budgeting and cash flow management
seeks managerial position.

CONTACT : 75156709

SUPPLY GHAIN

Indian, male, MBA with 17 yrs
Oman experience in supply chain
(procurement, warehousing & logistics)
SAP knowledge, looking for suitable
placement. Ready to join immediately.

Contact : 92813310

Diploma holder, experienced MEP
engineer with 12yrs of expertise in
electrical, mechanical and plumbing
works, possesses a valid D/L. Looking
for a suitable opportunity in Oman.

€ Email : shabeer_shaik2000@yahoo.com

Contact, WA +968 79880602, +91 7200747471

ADVERTISE WITH US

Send your advt. to: amcoman@choueirigroup.com

JOB VACANCY JOB WANTED

ENGINEER

Looking for an
experienced HSE
professional. Nebosh
certificate is mandatory.
Send us your CV to
cv.hrmgmt(@gmail.com or
via WhatsApp at 91729644.

SALES/MARKETING

A reputed company

is looking for sales
executives with minimum
2 years’ experience in
equipment’s & machinery
sales having Oman driving
license. Cont/whatsapp -
99212416

ACCOUNTS/FINANCE

Indian Chartered
accountant with 18 yrs
of Oman experience is
looking for a suitable
opportunity - Contact :
95782629

Accountant with B.com &
MBA Finance, 7 yrs of
experience in Oman, UAE
and India. Capable of
handling all accounting
and finance related works.
Contact no: 95655830

47 yrs, male, Accounts
manager, 22 yIs exp,
B-com. Contact: 98184705

ACCOUNTS/FINANCE

Finance & commercial
professional with over 20
yrs of experience in Oman
(OACPA Certified) Seeking
suitable placement.
Contact: 96791053, Email:
jibinpetern(@gmail.com

ADMINISTRATION

Indian male graduate with
20 yrs experience seeks
job for executive secretary,
admin or any other suitable
post. Presently available in
Muscat. Contact: 91410074.

B.Tech grad (F), experienced
in admin, business
development, operations,
contracts, logistics &
budgeting. Seeking a suitahle
placement. Contact: 97732903

ARCHITECT

Indian male, B. Arch (5yrs)
graduate 1 yr work exp. Skilled
in Architectural planning,
conceptual designing, interior
design, exterior facade design,
drafting, 3D visualization,
software certification. Looking
for suitable positions. Contact:
+968 98503696, Email:
ar.brianboby@gmail.com

ENGINEER

Civil Engineer with 10 yrs
GCC experience having
valid visa and D/L seeks
placement. Contact :

+968 79585378, Email ID:
vineeshv35@gmail.com

Sr. Project engineer MEP/
Mech 19 yrs experience in
construction. Contact/WA:
97135658

ENGINEER

Sudanese Civil engineer
with over 17 yrs of
experience, including

1 year in Oman seeking

a position in Project
management or any
administrative role. OSE
membership and a valid
Omani D/L. Contact:
92323037

MANAGER

Real estate Property
admin manager in Oman,
Contact: 77336141

Business development
& operations manager,
MBA, Indian male, 13+
y1s exp, working in Oman
with Omani D/L seeking
opportunity Contact :

MANAGER

Construction manager,
Sr. mechanical engineer
(MEP & HVAC), Indian
male 20+yrs of experience
seek placement.

Contact: 97639094, Email:
srinivasan 20031(@gmail.
com

PURCHASE/
PROCUREMENT

Indian male (35), MBA,
10+yrs exp in procurement
& logistics, valid Oman D/L
ready to join immediately.
Contact: 92536194

SALES/MARKETING

Indian M(36) MBA with

Oman 10 yrs exp in FMCG
sales currently working in
Oman. Contact : 79755795

GARGO AND
LOGISTICS

PROMOTE YOUR
SERVIGES WITH US

B

77648022

Send your advertisement to amcoman@choueirigroup.com
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IN A PENALTY
SHOOTOUT

Morocco hit spot to knock
out Netherlands in last 32

GUADALUPE: Ismael Saibari
scored the decisive goal in a pen-
alty shootout, and Morocco sent
the Netherlands to their earliest
World Cup exit, eliminating the
Dutch 3-2 after a1-1 draw on Mon-
day night. With the shootout tied
at 2-all after four rounds, Morocco
goalkeeper Yassine Bounoumade a
strong save of Crysencio Summer-
ville’s attempt, batting it away with
his left hand.

Saibarithen sentthe winner into
the low left corner as goalkeeper
Bart Verbruggen went the other di-
rection. The midfielder tore off his
shirt and screamed with joy as he
was mobbed by team-mates.

Earlier in the shootout with
Morocco trailing 1-0, Verbruggen
appeared to have stopped an at-
tempt by Soufiane Rahimi, but the
goalkeeper couldn’t secure the ball
and deflected it over the line with
the back of his leg. “We know when
we do everything on the pitch, it’s
God that gives something back to
us as well,” Morocco head coach
Mohamed Ouahbi said.

“We give all the energy that we
have on the field. Rahimi’s goal
could have not been a goal, but it
went in thankfully.”

The Netherlands had reached at
least the Round of 16 in 11 previous
World Cups, including a quarter-
final appearance four years ago
in Qatar, when Morocco made a
breakthrough run to become the
first team from Africa to reach the
semi-finals. In this year’s expanded
tournament, 32 teams reached the
knockout stage for the first time.

Morocco move on to face co-
host Canada in the Round of 16 on

Saturday in Houston. The Atlas Li-
ons previously beat Canada 2-1 in
the group stage of the 2022 World
Cup. Morocco were on the front-
foot for major stretches of the game
on Monday. The Netherlands in-
stead focused on counterattacking.
“I think Morocco have gained eve-
rybody’s respect now,” said Ouahbi,
who took over as head coach in
March. “I saw (the Netherlands’
style of play) as aform of respect.”
Cody Gakpo scored in the 72nd
minute for Netherlands. After the
goal, which was assisted by Sum-
merville, the Dutch bench ran onto
the field to embrace the 27-year-
old Gakpo, who broke down in
tears. Gakpo and his partner, Noa
van der Bij, recently announced
that they lost their unborn child.
Morocco’s Issa Diop tied itin the
91st. Chemsdine Talbi sent a loop-
ing cross into the box from about
28 yards out on the left side and
connected with Diop for a clean

header that Verbruggen had no
chance to stop.

Neither team had a strong scor-
ing opportunity in 30 minutes of
extratime at Estadio BBVA.

In the second half of extra time,
Netherlands head coach Ronald
Koeman used one of his substitu-
tions to bring on Justin Kluivert.
Kluivert was one of three Dutch
players to miss his penalty.

“The last substitution I made
was to bring in Justin (Kluivert)
because he’s one of the best at pen-
alty shootouts,” Koeman said. “But
he missed his penalty and that’s
even more bitter for him and for
us.” It was the third consecutive
time the Netherlands has been
eliminated from the World Cup in
a penalty shootout.

It was the second game of this
tournament to conclude with a
shootout. Paraguay beat Germany
on penalties earlier Monday.

The teams entered with the
highest combined ranking of any
Round of 32 match. Morocco were
sixth in the world and the Nether-
lands were seventh.

“We need to be telling ourselves
that no one can stop us,” Ouahbi
said. “Nobody is unbeatable. If we
get things wrong, we’ll go home.”

Morocco defender Noussair
Mazraoui said, “A really tough
game against a really tough oppo-
nent. One of the best opponents
you can face in the world. It’s a
top 10 of the world, I think a con-
tender to win eventually the World
Cup. The way that we managed to
win today is a huge acknowledg-
ment for us as a national team, of
course.” - Agencies
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Four-time winners were knocked out of the

2026 World Cup, losing 4-3 in a thrilling
penalty shootout after the game ended in a

1-1 stalemate after extra time

FOXBOROUGH: Four-time win-
ners Germany were knocked out
of the 2026 World Cup, losing to
Paraguay in a thrilling penalty
shootout after it finished 1-1 after
extra time on Monday.

Germany’s Kai Havertz and
Nick Woltemade had their spot-
kicks saved by Paraguay goalkeep-
er Orlando Gill.

But Paraguay twice missed
chances to go through as Antonio
Sanabria shot wide and Fabian
Balbuena’s effort was stopped by
40-year-old Manuel Neuer.

However, in sudden death,

Last-gasp

HOUSTON: With Brazil trailing
for much of the game and with
extra time looming, Gabriel Mar-
tinelli came through in a big, big
way at the World Cup.

Martinelli entered the game as
a second-half substitute and put
an end to Japan’s near-upset on
Monday, scoring the winning goal
late in injury time to give five-time
champion Brazil a 2-1 victory and
aspot in the round of 16.

The result was a showcase of
Brazil’s Italian connections. Mar-
tinelli holds dual citizenship in
Italy and Brazil, and the man who
made the decision to change the
team’s makeup was Carlo Ance-
lotti, an Italian who is the first Eu-
ropean to coach the South Ameri-
can country’s national team.

“Above all else we wanted to
freshen up the field because Mar-
tinelli has a lot of intensity as a
player,” Ancelotti said through a
translator.

“When he goes in the match he’s
always on his top game.”

Brazil will next face either the
Ivory Coast or Norway on Sunday
in East Rutherford, New Jersey, in
the round of 16.

“We can never be content with
what we’re doing,” Ancelotti said.
“We're doing a good job. We are
performing. But you can never be
content because we want to play
better. We want to play at the high-
estlevel”

Casemiro had earlier equalised
for Brazil on a header in the 56th
minute off an assist from Gabriel
Magalhédes after just missing an-
other chance two minutes ear-
lier. The shot sailed just out of the
reach of the outstretched hand of
Japan goalkeeper Zion Suzuki and
into the net.

Jonathan Tah blazed over for Ger-
many before defender Jose Canale
scored the decisive kick to send
Paraguay through 4-3 on penalties.

Earlier, Julio Enciso, who previ-
ously played in the Premier League
with Brighton and Ipswich, had
headed Paraguay into a shock lead
in the 42nd minute.

But Germany produced a much
improved performance in the
second half and equalised when a
glancing header from Havertz con-
nected with a cross from Liverpool
midfielder Florian Wirtz.

Paraguay defended superbly to

take the tie to extra time, although

FOXBOROUGH: Germany
thought their blushes had been
spared when defender Jonathan
Tah rose highest to head his

side into a 2-11ead in the 12th
minute of extra time of their
‘World Cup tie with Paraguay,
only for the video assistant
referee (VAR) to intervene.

The unmarked Tah rose at the
back post and powered a header
across Paraguay goalkeeper
Orlando Gill, but the effort was
chalked off after what former
England captain Alan Shearer
called a “pathetic” incident sec-
onds before. As the corner was
swung in, Germany’s Walde-
mar Anton was judged to have
impeded Gill, as the goalkeeper
fell to the turfbefore getting up
and attempting to make the save
from Tah’s header.

But after referee Jalal Jayed
made his way over to the
pitchside monitor at the recom-
mendation of the VAR and ruled
the goal out, Shearer said on
BBC One the Paraguayan had
“conned the referee”.

Shearer insisted: “I don’t

agree with that decision at all.
The keeper falls to the ground
on a slight touch and it’s very
soft. I thought it was a terrible
decision. “You have to under-
stand it is a contact sport, the
goalkeeper has conned the
referee and the VAR. The way
he went down was pathetic.”

Germany head coach Julian
Nagelsmann was left fuming at
the disallowed goal.

He said: “In my opinion, this
foul was not a real foul; it was
actually a joke that his goal was
disallowed.”

South Korea as they finished bot-

Germany thought they had won
it when Tah headed into the net,
only for it to be ruled out by VAR as
‘Waldemar Anton was adjudged to
have fouled Gill.

Germany went first in the
shootout, but were never ahead as
Havertz missed his country’s first
penalty, before Woltemade was
also denied. Paraguay missed two
chances to seal it, but took their
third opportunity with the impres-
sive Canale staying calm to score
and spark incredible scenes of cel-
ebration.

Paraguay will play either two-
time champions France or 1958
runners-up Sweden in the last 16
in Philadelphia on Saturday.

Germany lose World Cup
shootout for first time
Germany won the World Cup in
1954, 1974, 1990 and 2014, but
have failed in three successive
tournaments since their most re-
cent success.

In 2018, they lost to Mexico and

tom of their group, before failing
to make it out of the group again in
2022, coming third after losing to
Japan.

This year’s exit was another
World Cup humiliation against a
Paraguay side that were 41st in the
FIFA world rankings at the start of
the tournament, 31 places below
Germany. Paraguay had lost 4-1
to the United States in their first
match, but since then head coach
Gustavo Alfaro has made them
hard to break down and hard to
score against as they finished third
in Group D.

With the central defensive part-
nership of Canale and Gustavo
Gomez performing superbly, Ger-
many were repeatedly frustrated
by a side that defended narrowly,
deep and at times with everyone
behind the ball.

But, although not a great game
to watch, it proved effective as
the game went to penalties, with
6ft 6ins goalkeeper Gill becoming
Paraguay’s hero. For Germany, this
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‘Terrible decision> Germany’s goal disallowed by VAR

Nagelsmann was shown a yel-
low card for his protests as the
effort was ruled out, while his
future remains unclear.

Former Liverpool man-
ager Jurgen Klopp, working
for German television during
the World Cup, likened Tah’s
disallowed goal to many which
Premier League champions
Arsenal had scored throughout
the season. Klopp told Ma-
gentaTV: “If the goal is illegal,
then Arsenal won’t be English
champions. They’ve scored 60%
of their goals that way.

was the first time they had ever lost

a World Cup penalty shootout in
five attempts.

Their only previous unsuccess-
ful shootout at amajor tournament
came at the hands of Czechoslova-
kia in the 1976 European Champi-
onship final, when Antonin Panen-
ka famously won it with a chipped
penalty down the middle in the
style which now bears his name.

It was a major triumph for the
landlocked South American coun-
try of 7 million people that’s sur-
rounded by football giants like Ar-
gentina and Brazil.

“I think we deserved one more
game and to be honest, consider-
ing everything that was said, eve-
rything we went through,” Canale
said. “What I want to highlight
from our team is how united we
are. ... Today was a game we really
needed to show our true colors.”

Paraguayans celebrated in the
streets of the capital, Asuncion,
screaming, jumping and hugging
when the match ended. Some cried
and dropped to their knees in dis-

Martinelli strike edges Brazil past Japan

Kaishu Sano stole a misplaced
pass at midfield and took it down
the field before a right-footed shot
from above the half circle put Ja-
pan ahead in the 29th minute.

“There is no one not making
mistakes because nobody is per-
fect,” Ancelotti said. “But you
have to overcome it and you have
to push it forward. The team did a
good job of that in the second half.”

Vinicius Junior, who has scored
four goals so far in this year’s tour-
nament, had a chance to put Bra-
zil on top in the 58th minute but
his shot from the left box was de-
flected by Suzuki and went off the
far post.

Casemiro leftin the first minute
of second-half stoppage time with
what appeared to be aleg injury.

Brazil had two chances to even
the score early in the second half
before breaking through. On the
first one, Suzuki blocked a header
from Bruno Guimarides in the

52nd minute. Soon after, Casemi-
ro’s header bounced off a defend-
er’s head and Suzuki’s face. Suzuki
finished with four saves.

Brazil great Neymar didn’t play
Monday after making his first ap-
pearance for the team since 2023
in the last game against Scotland.

He played only 14 minutes in that
3-0 win after missing the first two
group matches at the World Cup
with a right calf injury.

“I was seriously considering
putting him on the pitch,” Ance-
lotti said. “In the end, we did not
need him.”

Japan have never won aknockout
match at the World Cup, going 0-4
in the round of 16 — including also
taking the lead the last two times in
2018 and 2022 before losing.

The win was Brazil’s 12th in 15
games against Japan. The teams
have also played to two draws
while Japan got their first win in
the series in a friendly in Tokyo in
October.

“The gap between us is closing
now,” Japan coach Hajime Mori-
yasu said through a translator.
“Brazil are a top-tier team and
we're definitely approaching that
level”

Then he mentioned the loss in
Qatar four years ago before add-
ing: “We have to up our game.”

Monday’s victory came on the
anniversary of their first World
Cup championship in Sweden
in 1958, when a 17-year-old Pele
scored two goals in the final
against the host country. - agencies

“We [Germany] win the game
when the ball goes in. So, of
course, this is brutal.”

Asthe game restarted, former
Premier League assistant
referee Darren Cann shared his
views on the decision.

“This is soft, in my opinion,”
Cann said on BBC One.

“But judging by what we’ve
seen in the tournament so far, it
wouldn’t surprise me if they do
rule it out.

“We've seen two or three
goals ruled out for very small of-
fences. This is hardly anything.

“It’s a small block on the
goalkeeper, but for me, it’s not
enough. I suspect they will be
ruling this out. We feel this
should not be disallowed.”

Ex-Scotland winger Pat
Nevin, in Boston for BBC Radio
5 Live, also believed the appar-
ent foul was not clear enough
to rule the goal out. He said: “It
is mayhem around there. There
is ablock - has it affected the
goalkeeper? It looks like it.

“Itis a subjective call. That is
not clear.” - Agencies

belief, with the familiar beat of the
team’s song “Soy Albirrojo” rever-
berating through the crowd.

“We had to analyze every player,
every detail. Thanks to that I was
able to only miss two penalties,”
Gill said. “This is for all the people
of Paraguay.”

“It's not enough for German
football,” coach Julian Nagels-
mann said.

“We had very big plans for this
World Cup. It’s very difficult to
disappoint again,” Havertz said. “It
was difficult to create chances and
keep the pace.”

Nagelsmann added: “There’s a
real sense of dejection in the dress-
ing room. Unfortunately, that’s
how football works sometimes,
some teams can win with simple
means. And you have to defend
against those means consistently.
‘We took too long to make our op-
ponent chase the game. We could
have put the ball into the box far
more often. We have to settle the
game before it gets to [penalties].
Our build-up play was too slow.”

Koubek
Iesigns
as coach
of Czech
Republic

MEXICO CITY: Czech Republic
head coach Miroslav Koubek has
resigned following the nation’s
group stage exit at the FIFA World
Cup 2026. The Czechs finished
bottom of Group A, having taken
just one point from their matches
against South Korea, South Africa
and Mexico.

The 74-year-old boss only took on
the role ahead of Czech’s World Cup
play-off matches. He guided them to
successive penalty-shootout victo-
ries over the Republic of Ireland and
Denmark, which secured the coun-
try’s return to the global finals after
a 20-year absence.

David Trunda, President of the
Football Association of the Czech
Republic, said: “The coach offered
me his position at a personal meet-
ing today and I decided to accept
his offer after an open and fair de-
bate.” - Agencies
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US Supreme Court vastly expands
Donald Trump’s presidential power

Among a series of
rulings, the court
voted 5-4 to reject
Trump’s 2025 firing
of Fed Governor
Lisa Cook. But it
held that presidents
have free rein to

fire agency heads
at will, overruling a
landmark decision
that dates back to

almost a century

WASHINGTON DC: The US
Supreme Court on Monday dra-
matically expanded presidential
power when it ruled to uphold
President Donald Trump’s firings
ofthe heads of independent federal
agencies.

The top court, however, stood
firm against his decision to fire the
governor of the Federal Reserve,
the US central bank.

Among a series of rulings,
the court voted 5-4 to reject
Trump’s 2025 firing of Fed Gov-
ernor Lisa Cook.

But it held that presidents have

free rein to fire agency heads at
will, overruling a landmark deci-
sion that dates back to almost a
century. The court upheld Trump’s
dismissal of Federal Trade Com-
mission member Rebecca Slaugh-
ter over policy differences.

Trump last August tried to oust
Cook, the first Black woman to
serve as a Fed governor, citing un-
proven mortgage fraud allegations
which she denied. Cook argued
the allegations were a pretext to
remove her for monetary policy
differences.

Trump has openly attacked the
Federal Reserve as he exercised
pressure on the world’s biggest
central bank to cut interest rates
more rapidly and deeply.

On Monday, the court’s Chief
Justice John Roberts and fellow

German FM and

US State

Secy

discuss Iran MoU

WASHINGTON, DC: German
Foreign Minister Johann Wade-
phul on Tuesday discussed the
MoU between Iran and the US
with Secretary of State Marco
Rubio in Washington, emphasis-
ing the need to secure safe and
free passage through the Strait of
Hormuz.

In a post on X, the German Fo-
riegn Office formally welcomed
the recent agreement between
the United States and Iran to halt
mutual attacks and resume nego-
tiations, describing it as an “im-
portant step” that provides a vital
window for diplomacy.

“The agreement between the
United States and Iran to halt
mutual attacks and continue ne-
gotiations is an important step. It
creates an opportunity for diplo-
macy in what remains a highly
fragile situation,” the post read.

Among various subjects of dis-
cussion, the duo underscored the
need for maritime security, high-
lighting that any final framework
must also conclusively address
Iran’s nuclear program so that it
“must never again pose a threat.”

“The priority now is to reach a
sustainable solution that ensures
safe and free passage through the
#StraitOfHormuz and, in par-
ticular, addresses Iran’s nuclear
programme, which must never

again pose a threat,” it stated.

Meanwhile, US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio reflected on
the talks and affirmed that the
two leaders expressed shared
resolve to ensure that Iran can
never “obtain or develop” a nu-
clear weapon.

He stated that the duo also
discussed the need for NATO
burden-shifting and the conflict
resolution between Russia and
Ukraine.

“Met with German Foreign
Minister @AussenMinDE today
to discuss the situation in the
Middle East and reiterated our
shared commitment to ensuring
Iran never obtains or develops
a nuclear weapon. We also reaf-
firmed the need for NATO bur-
den shifting and a durable peace
between Russia and Ukraine,” he
wrote. — an1

conservative Justice Brett Ka-
vanaugh were among those who
ruled against Trump’s decision.

Roberts said the Federal Re-
serve’s governors “do not serve at
the president’s pleasure — they
instead serve staggered 14 year
terms, and may be removed only
‘for cause.”

The court argued that the presi-
dent cannot remove officials at the
independent Fed “for any reason
or no reason.”

What did the Supreme Court
say about Trump’s firing
powers?

However, the court in a separate
6-3 ruling backed Trump’s fir-
ing of Democratic Federal Trade
Commission member Slaughter,
expanding his presidential pow-

ers over the executive branch of
government.

The ruling overturned the Su-
preme Court’s 1935 precedent
that had recognized the authority
of Congress to protect leaders of
certain regulatory agencies from
presidential removal at will.

Trump had dismissed Slaugh-
ter over policy differences, but
alower court ruling blocked the
dismissal, citing the 1935 rul-
ing, known as Humphrey’s Ex-
ecutor ruling.

Slaughter was appointed to the
post by former President and fel-
low Democrat Joe Biden. She was
one of two Democratic FTC com-
missioners fired by Trump shortly
after his return to the White House
last year. Her term was due to run
until 2029.

Major blow to Trump as US
Supreme Court keeps birth-
right citizenship intact

The US Supreme Court on Tues-
day struck down President Donald
Trump’s executive order and up-
held birth right citizenship for all
children born in the United States.

American broadcaster CNN
shared the court document, which
mentioned that children born in
the United States to parents who
are unlawfully or temporarily pre-
sent in the country are entitled to
automatic US citizenship under
the Citizenship Clause of the Four-
teenth Amendment.

The Court also relied on its ear-
lier ruling in United States v. Wong
Kim Ark, which established that
children born in the US to foreign
parents are entitled to birthright
citizenship.

This comes as earlier in May,
Trump wrote that a “negative rul-
ing on Birthright Citizenship, on
top of the recent Supreme Court
Tariff catastrophe, is not Econom-
ically sustainable for the United

States of America!”, the New York
Timesreported. It further reported
that three of the court’s conserva-
tives -- Justices Clarence Thomas,
Neil M. Gorsuch and Samuel A.
Alito Jr. -- dissented. Justice Brett
M. Kavanaugh joined the court’s
majority to strike down the execu-
tive order, but he said he based his
decision on a federal law, not on
the Constitution.

The New York Times further un-
derlined that civil rights groups on
Tuesday rejoiced as the Supreme
Court struck down the Trump ad-
ministration’s executive order.

Deborah Fleischaker, a former
Homeland Security official now
with the Latino group UnidosUS,
called it “a huge relief.”

CNN reported that one of the
main arguments that President
Donald Trump’s attorneys had
raised was that the 14th Amend-
ment required people to be domi-
ciled -- or with the intention of
remaining -- in the United States
before being entitled to birthright
Citizenship. — Agencies

Trump calls Indian PM ‘friend’, remains
deeply committed to India ties: US Envoy

WASHINGTON, DC: US Presi-
dent Donald Trump views Prime
Minister Narendra Modi as “a
friend” and stays profoundly dedi-
cated to enhancing cooperation
with New Delhi, US Ambassador
to India Sergio Gor has stated,
detailing the personal equation
between the two leaders as a vital
driver in progressing bilateral ties.

Delivering an address at the
US-India Strategic Partnership
Forum (USISPF) Leadership
Summit, Gor remarked that Pres-
ident Trump continues to hold
India in high esteem and regu-
larly mentions his experiences in
the country.

“The United States wants to
work hand in hand with India.
We care about this relationship.
We have a president who deeply
cares about this relationship,”
Gor observed.

“I was just with him before the
weekend started here in DC and I
could spend about two hours with
the president, and he was capti-
vated by what I have seen in India.
He has very fond memories of In-
dia. His visit last time, it was one of
his most remarkable visits that he
continues to talk about. He holds
Indiain a very fond place.”

The American diplomat ex-
pressed optimism that President
Trump would travel back to India
during his second term.

“I look forward to, at some
point... having the president visit
us back in India,” he noted.

Underscoring the strong mutual
chemistry shared by the two lead-
ers, Gor recollected an interaction
from a recent Ultimate Fighting
Championship (UFC) event held
in Miami.

“I was a couple months ago...
with the president at UFC in Mi-
ami and were sitting backstage
and he said to me, ‘Let’s call the
Prime Minister.”

“I said, ‘Sir, it’s 6:00 AM in the
morning there.”

“He said, ‘He’ll be up. He’s like
me.”

Though the phone conversation
was subsequently moved to the

Austrian envoy says Ukraine conflict

NEW DELHI: Calling Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine a defining
challenge for Europe’s future, Aus-
trian Ambassador to India Robert
Zischg on Tuesday said that the
conflictis not only about Ukraine’s
sovereignty but also about the
continent’s long-term security
architecture, warning that any
settlement must address broader
concerns over regional stability.

In an interview with ANI, Zis-
chg said that the conflict, which
recently completed four years in
February, is of “fundamental in-
terest” to Austria and the Euro-
pean Union as it is unfolding at
Europe’s doorstep.

“It’s about the future security ar-
chitecture of Europe,” the Ambas-
sador said, adding that the conflict

has implications that extend well
beyond Ukraine.

“We've already seen there were
drone attacks also in Romania
and other Baltic countries. So
even if we reached, say, a settle-
ment with Ukraine, who would
guarantee us that President Pu-
tin would not continue? The un-
thinkable nowadays has become
thinkable,” he added.

Describing the conflict as “very
tragic”, Zischg said Austria’s his-
torical experience makes the war
particularly significant for the
country.

“This is a very tragic conflict. As
you've alluded to, it’s very close to
Austria. It’s not a conflict which is
very far away,” he said.

Recalling Austria’s post-Sec-

ond World War history, he noted
that the country was occupied by
the Allied powers between 1945
and 1955, with eastern Austria,
including Vienna, under Soviet
occupation.

He also referred to the decades

when Austria lay on the edge of the
Iron Curtain, saying neighbouring
countries under communist rule
endured authoritarian regimes
and difficult conditions.

“This is why the Russian aggres-
sion against Ukraine is of such a
fundamental interest, not only to
Austria but also to the European
Union. It’s at our doorstep,” he said.

The Ambassador also under-
scored the importance of inter-
national law and the principles
enshrined in the United Nations
Charter, arguing that they safe-
guard the sovereignty and inde-
pendence of all nations, particular-
ly small and medium-sized states.

“International law guarantees
the independence and sovereignty
of all countries,” he said.

next day, Gor stated that the occur-
rence demonstrated the true dy-
namic of the relationship between
Trump and PM Modi.

“The message there, the louder
message of that story is when
you're friends with somebody, not
everything has to be scheduled.”

“And the president truly consid-
ers the Prime Minister a friend.”

Gor mentioned that the con-
nection between the two leaders
extends back to Trump’s first term
in office and continues to yield ad-
vantages for the wider strategic
partnership.

“His years with the Prime Min-

ister go back to his first term.
There’s warm memories of India.
And so that’s an incredible ben-
efit,” the US Ambassador shared.

The envoy highlighted that both
administrations remain concen-
trated on delivering practical de-
velopments across trade, invest-
ment, defence and technology.

“We are results driven,” he
pointed out, adding, “The United
States wants to work hand in hand
with India.”

He further underscored that the
next two years would be pivotal in
anchoring the bilateral relation-
ship for the next several decades.

“These next two years will set
the relationship on a path for sev-
eral decades ahead. So for every-
one here who participates in this,
think of this as along-term project.
This is not a one-year or two-year
project, but what we sow now will
continue to sustain us decades
ahead,” Gor explained.

Trump and PM Modi have built
a deep functional dynamic since
Trump’s first presidency, high-
lighted by major public rallies in-
cluding “Howdy Modi” in Houston
in 2019 and “Namaste Trump” in
Ahmedabad in 2020. This excep-
tional personal rapport has been
frequently highlighted by repre-
sentatives from both democra-
cies as a catalyst pushing shared
goals in defence, trade, technology
and overall security architecture
across the Indo-Pacific.

— ANI

goes beyond Kyiv

Calling himself “an interna-
tional law expert”, Zischg said
the UN Charter fundamentally
changed international relations
after 1945 by placing restrictions
on the use of force.

“If you do away with that regu-
lation, then we’re at the mercy of
the big powers, as it has been until
1945, he said.

Describing the Ukraine conflict
as distinct from other ongoing
crises around the world, Zischg
said Russia’s invasion stands out
because it involved one sovereign
country invading another with
the objective of taking over its
territory.

“In Ukraine, it’s actually very
simple. One country, the Rus-
sian Federation, invaded another

country, Ukraine, with the aim of
taking over that country. And now,
as they did not conquer the whole
of the country, they want to take
atleast alarge chunk of that coun-
try,” he said.

“This is a situation which you
cannot compare to many other
conflicts which are now raging
in the world, which are equally
depressing and need urgent reso-
lution. But it stands out because
I don’t know of any other exam-
ple where one country invaded
another country to take over this
country,” he added.

Zischg said the outcome of the
conflict would have lasting conse-
quences not only for Ukraine but
also for Europe’s security order in
the years ahead. — am
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The technique allows

precise control over
molecular structure

by modifying reaction
conditions, opening new
avenues for designing
molecules with tailored

properties

research team from Omsk

University and the Insti-

tute of Theoretical and

Experimental Biophys-

ics of the Russian Acad-
emy of Sciences has developed a new
method that could aid the develop-
ment of drugs for cancer, diabetes and
high blood pressure.

The researchers successfully cre-
ated a mechanism for synthesising
biologically active pyridin-2-one de-
rivatives — compounds widely used as
the foundation for many medications
targeting diabetes, hypertension and
cancer, a university source told Russia
Today.

The technique allows precise con-
trol over molecular structure by modi-
fying reaction conditions, opening
new avenues for designing molecules
with tailored properties.

Cytotoxicity tests on the BT474 hu-
man breast cancer cell line showed
that several of the synthesised com-
pounds significantly reduced cancer
cell activity. The results also indicated
that toxicity levels were linked to the
nature of molecular substituents,
while morphological studies con-
firmed cancer cell death under the in-
fluence of the developed compounds —
control samples remained viable. - ona
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BankDhofar provides customers
with safe and reassuring travel
experience during holiday season

The bank’s travel insurance offering typically

includes core protections such as emergency

medical coverage while travelling abroad,

compensation for trip cancellations or

interruptions, protection against lost or

delayed baggage, and cover for flight delays

or missed connections. In addition, customers

benefit from personal accident protection and

round-the-clock emergency assistance

MUSCAT: BankDhofar is rein-
forcing its position in Oman’s
banking and protection services
landscape with a travel insurance
proposition designed to deliver
convenience, flexibility and com-
prehensive coverage for custom-
ers during the busy holiday travel
season.

Rather than offering travel in-
surance as a standalone product,
BankDhofar integrates it within a
broader bancassurance ecosystem
is underwritten by Dhofar Insur-
ance. This approach enables cus-
tomers to access protection solu-
tions directly through the bank’s
digital platforms and branch net-
work, ensuring a streamlined ex-
perience that aligns with modern,

on-the-go lifestyles.

The bank’s travel insurance
offering typically includes core
protections such as emergency
medical coverage while travelling
abroad, compensation for trip can-
cellations or interruptions, protec-
tion against lost or delayed bag-
gage, and cover for flight delays or
missed connections. In addition,
customers benefit from personal
accident protection and round-
the-clock emergency assistance
services, providing reassurance
across both leisure and business
travel segments.

Digital enablement
The bank has also prioritised digi-
tal enablement, allowing custom-

bankDholar

ers to access and activate insur-
ance solutions through mobile
banking channels and partner
digital platforms. This reflects a
broader shift in customer expecta-
tions, where simplicity, speed and
mobile-first access are central to
financial decision-making, partic-
ularly during peak holiday periods.

BankDhofar’s travel insurance
framework is designed to serve a
diverse customer base. Budget-
conscious travellers can opt for es-
sential coverage focused on medi-
cal emergencies and core travel
risks, while families benefit from
broader protection that can extend
to dependents and baggage-related
incidents. Frequent travellers and
business customers can access

more comprehensive multi-trip
solutions through bancassurance
partnerships, while premium cli-
ents benefit from enhanced life-
style-linked protection bundled
with exclusive banking services.

This segmented approach re-
flects BankDhofar’s strategy of
tailoring financial protection to
different travel behaviours and in-
come groups, ensuring relevance
across Oman’s increasingly mobile
population.

With its integrated and digitally
accessible travel insurance offer-
ing, BankDhofar continues to dif-
ferentiate itself as a provider of
practical, lifestyle-oriented finan-
cial solutions in the Sultanate’s
evolving banking landscape.

FUSO Oman Launches Summer Service Campaign

MUSCAT: General Automotive
Company (GAC), a part of The
Zubair Corporation and the au-
thorised distributor of Mitsubishi
FUSO trucks and buses in Oman,
has announced the launch of its
Summer Service Campaign, de-
signed to help fleet operators and
commercial vehicle owners main-
tain peak performance and reli-
ability during Oman’s demanding
summer months.

As part of this limited-time
campaign, FUSO customers can
benefit from a free checkup cov-
ering critical vehicle systems,
including air conditioning, cool-
ing system, tyres, and belts. The
campaign aims to ensure vehicles
remain road-ready, efficient, and
protected against the challenges
of extreme temperatures. In ad-
dition to the complimentary in-
spection, customers will receive
a 20% discount on labour and a
50% discount on parts for repairs
identified during the free checkup,
providing significant savings while
maintaining vehicle safety and op-
erational efficiency.

Supporting businesses

This campaign reinforces Mitsub-
ishi FUSO Oman’s commitment
to supporting businesses, fleet op-
erators, and commercial transport
owners by minimizing downtime
and maximizing vehicle uptime
during the busiest and hottest pe-
riod of the year. Speaking on the
campaign, Manoj Ranade, General

Manager of General Automotive
Company, said: “At Mitsubishi
FUSO Oman, we understand the
importance of keeping fleets mov-

ing, especially during Oman’s chal-
lenging summer season. This cam-
paign reflects our commitment
to helping our customers main-

tain vehicle performance, reduce
downtime, and operate with con-
fidence through our expert service
and genuine parts support.”

The FUSO Summer Service
Campaign benefits can be availed
in authorized FUSO service cen-
tres present in 14 locations across

Oman. Customers are encour-
aged to book their appointments
early and take advantage of the
seasonal offers.
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