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Rear Electric Motor Max Power 235 hp,
Combined Drive Range Over 950 kms (WLTC)*,

Rear-Wheel Drive
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ضمان بطارية الطاقة
٨ سنوات أو ٢٥٠،٠٠٠ كلم*

*(أيهما أسبق)

POWER BATTERY WARRANTY
8 YEARS OR 250,000 KMS*

*(WHICHEVER IS EARLIER)
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MANUFACTURING WARRANTY
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Times News Service

MUSCAT: Foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) in Oman rose by 8.7 
percent to OMR32.2 billion by 
the end of the fi rst quarter of 2026 
compared with the same period 
last year, refl ecting growing in-
vestor confi dence in the country’s 
economy and long-term growth 
prospects. According to data re-
leased by the National Centre 
for Statistics and Information 
(NCSI), the Sultanate of Oman 
continues to strengthen its posi-
tion as a leading regional and in-
ternational investment destina-
tion, with new investment infl ows 

reaching OMR2.5 billion during 
the fi rst quarter.

The growth comes amid con-
tinued economic reforms and ef-
forts to enhance the country’s in-
vestment climate in line with the
objectives of Oman Vision 2040,
which seeks to diversify the econ-
omy and expand the contribution
of high-value sectors.

The Ministry of Commerce,
Industry and Investment Promo-
tion (MoCIIP) has played a central
role in strengthening the business
environment through its Invest in
Oman platform. The platform is na-
tional gateway that showcases in-

vestment opportunities, promotes 
priority economic sectors and 
connects investors with relevant 
government entities to streamline 
investment procedures.

During the fi rst half of 2026, 
the platform achieved several
key milestones, successfully fa-
cilitating eight quality invest-
ment projects with a combined 
value of OMR460.74 million. It
also developed and promoted 22
investment opportunities and
targeted 150 global companies 
to highlight Oman’s competitive 
advantages and opportunities 
across priority sectors.

Engineer Nasser bin Khalifa 
Al Kindi, Chief Executive Offi  cer
of Invest Oman, said the results
demonstrate the eff ectiveness of 
collaboration between the plat-
form, government agencies and
strategic partners in attracting 
quality investments and respond-
ing effi  ciently to investors’ needs.

He said these eff orts have
strengthened Oman’s position as
a regional hub for business and in-
vestment by improving the com-
petitiveness of the investment
environment and providing com-
prehensive support throughout
the investor journey. >A3
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Oman strengthens real estate regulations 

1
The Ministry of Housing and Urban Planning is intensifying 
eff orts to regulate and develop Oman’s real estate sector through 
a comprehensive legislative and regulatory framework aimed at 

improving market effi  ciency, strengthening investor confi dence and
safeguarding buyers’ rights. >A2

T O P  T H R E E  I N S I D E  S T O R I E S
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MUSCAT

MUSCAT: The Civil Defence and
Ambulance Authority (CDAA) has
intensifi ed the deployment of its
water rescue teams across Dhofar
Governorate’s beaches, springs
and major tourist attractions as 
part of its safety plan for the Dho-
far Khareef season.

The initiative forms part of the 
authority’s ongoing eff orts to en-
hance public safety and ensure 
rapid emergency response during 
one of Oman’s busiest tourism 
seasons.

Water rescue teams are sta-
tioned at key tourist locations and
other areas within their jurisdic-
tion, where they conduct continu-
ous fi eld monitoring, provide pre-
ventive safety advice to visitors,
and remain on standby to respond
immediately to emergencies.

Captain Muslim bin Moham-

med Al Amri, Assistant Offi  cer at 
the Civil Defence and Ambulance 
Centre in Al Saada, said the teams 
operate under a comprehensive 
deployment plan covering areas 

with high visitor numbers to en-
sure faster response times and im-
prove rescue eff ectiveness.

He explained that the teams’ re-
sponsibilities extend beyond emer-

gency rescue operations. They also 
raise public awareness by off ering 
safety guidance to beachgoers and 
visitors to water springs, while 
monitoring conditions at tourist 

sites to help minimise risks and 
improve visitor safety.

Captain Al Amri noted that the 
water rescue teams are staff ed by 
trained Omani personnel with the 
expertise to handle a wide range of 
water-related emergencies. 

Equipped with specialised ve-
hicles, rescue equipment and 
modern technology, the teams are 
capable of carrying out rescue op-
erations effi  ciently and in line with 
approved operational standards.

He emphasised that the au-
thority maintains a high level of 
readiness throughout the Kha-
reef season and urged visitors to 
follow safety instructions issued 
by the relevant authorities, co-
operate with rescue personnel, 
and avoid entering hazardous ar-
eas to protect themselves and their 
families.

E M E R G E N C Y  R E S P O N S E

FDI IN OMAN RISES 8.7% TO OVER 
OMR32BN IN 2026 FIRST QUARTER
The growth comes

amid continued

economic reforms

and eff orts to

enhance the 

country’s investment 

climate in line with

the objectives of 

Oman Vision 2040

HM discusses regional 

developments with King of 

Jordan, French President

LONDON: His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik and King Ab-
dullah II ibn Al Hussein of Jor-
dan, held a telephone conversa-
tion on Friday during which they 
discussed the evolving situation
in the region. 

The two leaders touched on
the regional and international
eff orts being exerted to promote
calm and de-escalation, in a man-
ner that bolsters regional secu-
rity and stability and ensures the
safety of maritime navigation.

On Thursday, His Majesty 
Sultan Haitham bin Tarik and 
President Emmanuel Macron 
of France, discussed during a 
telephone call the latest devel-
opments in the region and its 
rapid escalations, as well as re-
gional and international eff orts 
to contain them in a manner that 
contributes to safeguarding re-
gional security and stability, and 
preserving the safety of naviga-
tion in accordance with the pro-
visions of international law. – ONA

T E L E P H O N E  C A L L S

CDAA teams step up safety measures across Dhofar tourist sites

OMAN
Oman charts next
phase of AI strategy

2
Oman’s decision to become
a founding member of 
the Global Cooperation 

Organization for AI marks a big 
step in positioning itself as a global 
player in AI governance.>A4

SPORTS
Klopp named new 
coach of Germany 

3
The German Football 
Association appointed
Jürgen Klopp as the new 

head coach of the national team, 
ending speculation about who 
would succeed Nagelsmann.>B6
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Real estate rules strengthened 
to boost confidence of investors

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Ministry of Hous-
ing and Urban Planning is inten-
sifying efforts to regulate and 
develop Oman’s real estate sec-
tor through a comprehensive 
legislative and regulatory frame-
work aimed at improving market 
efficiency, strengthening inves-
tor confidence and safeguarding 
buyers’ rights.

The initiative supports the Sul-
tanate’s urban development objec-
tives by creating a more competi-
tive, transparent and sustainable 
real estate market.

At the heart of the reforms is 
the Real Estate Regulation Law, 
which unifi es the legal framework 
governing key real estate activities, 
including property development, 
off -plan sales, real estate broker-
age, valuation, joint property man-
agement and escrow accounts. The 
law is designed to enhance govern-
ance, improve transparency and 
provide a stable environment for 
local and foreign investment.

Nasser Khamis Al Siyabi, Di-
rector General of Real Estate 
Development at the Ministry of 
Housing and Urban Planning, 
said that trust is the foundation 

of a strong real estate sector and 
that compliance with regulations 
is essential for protecting the in-
terests of developers, investors 
and buyers alike.

Speaking to the Oman News 
Agency (ONA), Al-Siyabi said de-
velopers must complete all licens-
ing and registration procedures 
before advertising, promoting or 
selling any real estate project. This 
ensures that projects meet legal, 
technical and fi nancial require-
ments and gives buyers confi dence 
that developments are ready for 
implementation under approved 
regulatory standards.

He said the regulations govern-
ing real estate development help 
ensure that only projects meeting 
all legal requirements are market-
ed, contributing to greater market 
stability and increased investor 
confi dence.

Al-Siyabi added that the Real 
Estate Development Services 

Center is working to simplify and 
accelerate licensing procedures 
by coordinating with relevant gov-
ernment entities, improving the 
investment experience while en-
suring compliance with regulatory 
requirements.

He explained that licensing real 
estate development projects in-
volves three key stages:

Obtaining a licence to carry out 
real estate development activities 
in Oman.

Securing a project licence, in-
cluding opening an escrow ac-
count with a local bank, enabling 
the sale of off -plan units in accord-
ance with approved regulations.

Obtaining a permit for advertis-
ing and promotion, allowing devel-
opers to market projects through 
media platforms, exhibitions and 
other promotional channels.

According to Al-Siyabi, adher-
ence to these procedures not only 
ensures regulatory compliance 

but also improves project readi-
ness, enhances credibility and al-
lows developers to market projects 
within an organised investment 
environment that protects all 
stakeholders.

He noted that the Real Estate 
Regulation Law imposes legal 
penalties for several violations, 
including undertaking real estate 
development activities, imple-
menting projects or advertising 
developments without the re-
quired licences, as well as violating 
escrow account regulations.

Al-Siyabi urged prospective 
homebuyers and investors to veri-
fy that both the developer and the 
project are licensed and offi  cially 
registered with the Ministry be-
fore making any purchasing or in-
vestment decisions, helping to en-
sure legal compliance and protect 
their rights.

He reaffi  rmed the Ministry’s 
commitment to continuously im-
proving the regulatory environ-
ment to strike a balance between 
encouraging investment and pro-
tecting investors and buyers, ul-
timately supporting sustainable 
growth in the real estate sector 

and contributing to the national
economy.

The reforms come as Oman’s 
property market continues to 
expand. The value of real estate 
transactions rose 5.4 per cent 
to OMR1.434 billion by the end 
of June 2026, compared with 
OMR1.360 billion during the same 
period last year.

Foreign real estate investment 
transactions exceeded OMR60 
million, while Gulf investors ac-
counted for more than OMR13 
million in property investments. 
More than 190 real estate compa-
nies were registered with the Min-
istry by the end of June 2026.

According to the National Cen-
tre for Statistics and Information, 
real estate activities contributed 
approximately OMR1.08 billion 
to Oman’s gross domestic product 
in 2025, underlining the sector’s 
growing role in the country’s eco-
nomic diversifi cation strategy.

The initiative 

supports the 

Sultanate’s urban 

development 

objectives by creating

a more competitive, 

transparent and 

sustainable real 

estate market

Oman reaffi  rms commitment 

to global heritage protection

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Sultanate of 
Oman has highlighted its pio-
neering experience in supporting 
capacity building and promoting 
the implementation of the 1972
World Heritage Convention in
African countries during a side
event held on the sidelines of the
48th session of the UNESCO
World Heritage Committee in Bu-
san, Republic of Korea.

The event, titled “Strengthen-
ing African Expertise in World
Heritage,” took place during the
committee session being held
from July 19 to 29.

In a statement delivered by Am-
bassador Amna Salim Al Balushi,
Oman’s Permanent Delegate to
UNESCO, the Sultanate stressed
that protecting world heritage
and ensuring balanced repre-
sentation on the World Heritage
List require long-term strategic
partnerships based on knowledge
exchange, expertise sharing and
the empowerment of national in-
stitutions.

She said such partnerships are
essential for achieving sustain-
able development and preserving 
cultural and natural heritage for
future generations.

Ambassador Al Balushi noted
that Oman, in cooperation with
UNESCO, has been implement-
ing a strategic programme since

2021 aimed at supporting East 
African countries in strengthen-
ing the capacities of national in-
stitutions, developing specialised 
heritage expertise and enabling 
local communities to participate 
in the management of World Her-
itage sites.

She explained that the pro-
gramme has produced signifi cant 
results, including support for the 
inscription of new African sites 
on the World Heritage List, the 
updating of tentative lists for sev-
eral countries and the training of 
around 250 heritage specialists 
from across East Africa.

These eff orts, she said, have 
contributed to preparing quali-
fi ed national professionals capa-
ble of managing heritage sites and 
preparing nomination dossiers 
in accordance with international 
standards.

The ambassador added that 

the initiative refl ects Oman’s
approach of promoting interna-
tional cooperation and sharing 
expertise, while recognising that
investment in capacity building is
a key pillar for the eff ective imple-
mentation of the World Heritage
Convention.

She said the programme also
contributes to enhancing the rep-
resentation of African countries
on the World Heritage List and
establishing a sustainable frame-
work for the protection of cultural
and natural heritage.

Oman reaffi  rmed its commit-
ment to continuing support for
international initiatives aimed
at achieving the objectives of 
the World Heritage Conven-
tion, strengthening coopera-
tion among States Parties and
safeguarding humanity’s shared
heritage for present and future
generations.

A T  U N E S C O

Italian Barista Café was 
felicitated with the ‘Times of 
Oman Best Brand in Customer
Experience (CX) Award in
Casual Dining Category’ at the
Times of Oman CX Awards
2026. The awards presentation 
was co-located with Times of 
Oman CX Forum 2026, held at
Hotel Kempinski, Muscat. The 
premier event was attended by 
over 325+ CX leaders across
sectors in Oman.

Italian Barista Café has con-
sistently demonstrated a strong 
commitment 
to customer 
experience 
by creating 
welcoming 
spaces where 
exceptional 
food, hand-
crafted bever-
ages, and warm 
hospitality 
come together. 
Renowned for its authentic 
Italian-inspired café experi-
ence, the brand has built a loyal 
customer base by offering qual-
ity cuisine, premium coffee, and
attentive service in a relaxed
and contemporary setting.

With a customer-centric ap-
proach focused on consistency, 
freshness, and personalised 

service, Italian Barista Café 
continues to enhance every din-
ing experience. From carefully 
curated menus and expertly 
prepared beverages to comfort-
able ambience and friendly 
staff, the café ensures that every 
guest enjoys a memorable expe-
rience that keeps them coming 
back.

By continuously investing in 
quality ingredients, menu in-
novation, customer service, and 
inviting café environments, Ital-
ian Barista Café continues to set 

benchmarks in 
customer experi-
ence within the
casual dining 
sector. Its dedi-
cation to excel-
lence, authentic-
ity, and customer 
satisfaction has 
established the
brand as one 
of Oman’s pre-

ferred destinations for casual 
dining and café culture.

The Best Brand in Customer 
Experience (CX) Awards are 
instituted by Times of Oman, 
in collaboration with Muscat
Media Group, Gulf Leaders 
Circle and TEvents. They are 
presented to the leading brands 
that are ahead of the curve in 

For more information, contact:
78471944/97221630

Co-located with:

meeting and exceeding customer 
expectations. The winners are 
selected based on an extensive 
consumer survey conducted by 
the Times of Oman.

Italian Barista Café Wins Best

Brand in Customer Experience 

Award in Casual Dining Category
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The System of Ownership
of Real Estate in Inte-
grated Tourism Com-

plexes, promulgated by Royal 
Decree No. 12/2006 as amended
up to Royal Decree No. 76/2010,
together with its Executive 
Regulation issued by Ministe-
rial Decision No. 191/2007 as 
amended up to Ministerial Deci-
sion No. 109/2022, establishes
the legal framework governing 
real estate ownership in Oman’s
Integrated Tourism Complexes
(ITCs), where both Omanis and
non-Omanis may acquire prop-
erty in accordance with the law.

In an exclusive interview with 
Times of Oman, Dr. Mohammed
Ibrahim Al Zadjali, Chairman
of Mohammed Ibrahim Law
Firm, explained that “Omani
and non-Omani individuals or 
companies may own built units

or plots designated for construc-
tion or exploitation in an ITC 
for residential or investment 
purposes.”

“This general right, however,

is narrower in one governorate: 
in Musandam, non-Omanis are 
limited to acquiring already-
built units under a usufruct
arrangement for a period not 

exceeding 99 years. The Ministe-
rial Committee for Tourism may 
also, where the public interest 
requires it, notify the Govern-
mental Licensing Committee 
not to grant integrated tour-
ism complex status to specifi c 
sites where it deems ownership
should be restricted to Omanis
only. Two natural persons who
are fi rst-degree relatives may 
jointly hold ownership of a built
unit or plot of land, subject to 
terms and conditions of the law,” 
he noted.

He further stated that “an 
owner who registers a plot in
their name must complete con-
struction, or put the land to its 
intended use, within four years 
of registration. 

“On the recommendation of 
the Ministry of Tourism, the 
Ministry of Housing may grant 

a further extension of up to two
years where the owner applies 
before the original period lapses 
and provides suffi  cient justifi -
cation. Before completion, the 
owner cannot sell or otherwise
dispose of the plot, apart from 
mortgaging it strictly to fi nance 
the building work.”

“Ownership also carries 
residency benefi ts. A non-Omani 
who owns a completed unit may 
obtain renewable residency for 
himself and his fi rst-degree rela-
tives. Owners of undeveloped
plots intended for construction 
and their fi rst-degree relatives 
instead receive a multi-entry 
investor visa, renewed every 
two years until construction is 
fi nished,” he said.

Developers and owners found 
in violation of these legal provi-
sions face warnings, corrective 

orders, and fi nes, separate from
any other penalty under Omani
law, he concluded.

(Mohammed Ibrahim Law Firm 
(info@mohammedibrahim.
net), (+968 244 87 600) was 
established on 14th December 
2006 and is serving clients 
through its offi  ces in Muscat and 
Sohar, as well as operating on 
a request basis in other areas. 
It off ers legal representation 
across a wide range of practice 
areas that include Labour 
Law, Corporate, Commercial,
Contracts, Banking and 
Finance, International Trade, 
Foreign Investment, Insurance, 
Maritime Law, Construction
and Engineering Contracts, 
International Arbitration, 
Intellectual Property and more).

C O M M E N T A R Y

Legal Framework Governing Foreign Ownership in Oman’s ITCs

Oman launches ‘Purple Saturday’ initiative to 
promote awareness among persons with disabilities
Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman has launched 
the fi rst edition of the national 
Purple Saturday initiative under 
the slogan “One Day, A Lasting 
Impact.”, a nationwide campaign 
aimed at promoting accessibil-
ity, inclusion and social participa-
tion for persons with disabilities 
through a more welcoming shop-
ping experience.

Led by the Ministry of Social De-
velopment in partnership with the 
Ministry of Commerce, Industry 
and Investment Promotion and the 
Oman Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, the initiative encourages 
commercial establishments across 
the Sultanate to off er exclusive 
promotions and discounts for per-
sons with disabilities from July 23 

to August 1, 2026.
The campaign goes beyond re-

tail off ers, highlighting the impor-
tance of creating accessible and

inclusive environments. Organis-
ers stressed that accessibility is 
not limited to providing ramps or 
designated parking spaces, but 

also includes ensuring that facili-
ties, entrances, customer service 
and communication are designed 
to welcome everyone.

As part of the awareness cam-
paign, the Ministry of Social
Development noted that every 
individual experiences public
spaces diff erently, and that simple
measures—such as accessible en-
trances, suitable facilities and staff  
trained to communicate eff ective-
ly with persons with disabilities—
can make a signifi cant diff erence
in fostering inclusion.

The Ministry of Commerce,
Industry and Investment Promo-
tion said the initiative transforms
shopping promotions into a mes-
sage of support, encouraging busi-
nesses to make their services more
inclusive while improving the
shopping experience for persons
with disabilities.

The Ministry of Transport,
Communications and Information

Technology (MTCIT) is also par-
ticipating in the initiative. 

Developing transport,
communications
The ministry reaffi  rmed its com-
mitment to promoting inclusion 
by developing transport, commu-
nications and digital services that 
are accessible to persons with dis-
abilities, ensuring they can fully 
benefi t from public services and 
technological advancements.

The Purple Saturday initiative 
refl ects Oman’s continued eff orts 
to strengthen the inclusion of 
persons with disabilities in com-
munity life by encouraging col-
laboration between government 
institutions and the private sector 
to create accessible, welcoming 
and equitable environments for all.

O N E  D A Y ,  A  L A S T I N G  I M P A C T

Construction work reshapes 
rhythm of life in CBD area

Pankaj Kumar Sharma

MUSCAT: Muscat Municipal-
ity’s ambitious redevelopment
of the Central Business District
(CBD) in Ruwi promises to trans-
form one of the capital’s oldest
commercial hubs into a more
modern, organised and pedestri-
an-friendly destination.

However, while the long-term
vision has been welcomed, the on-
going construction has temporar-
ily disrupted the vibrant commu-
nity life that once defi ned the area.

The municipality is carrying 
out comprehensive infrastruc-

ture upgrades, including improve-
ments to roads, pavements, public 
spaces and amenities, as part of its 
eff orts to enhance Muscat’s urban 
landscape and support sustain-
able development.

The project is designed to im-
prove traffi  c fl ow, accessibility 
and the overall appearance of the 
district, reinforcing Ruwi’s role 
as a major commercial and busi-
ness centre while creating a more 

attractive environment for resi-
dents, visitors and businesses.

Yet for many regular visitors,
the redevelopment has come at the
cost of cherished daily routines.

For years, the stretch from the
Muscat Exchange area to the
Oman Post Offi  ce building served

as one of Ruwi’s most popular 
walking routes. Every morning 
and evening, people gathered 
there for exercise under the shade 
of trees. Today, with large sections 
excavated for construction, there 
is barely enough space left for 
walkers.

The transformation has also 
silenced the lively recreational 
scene that once brought the neigh-
bourhood to life after sunset.

Children who regularly played 
football and cricket along the wadi 
have disappeared from the area, 
their usual playground now occu-
pied by construction activity.

Near Sri Saravana Bhavan, the 
nightly cricket matches that had 

become a hallmark of the neigh-
bourhood have come to a halt. 
Cricket enthusiasts once gathered 
almost every evening, often play-
ing until 2 a.m., while weekends 
turned the entire stretch into a 
festive social hub fi lled with fami-
lies, spectators and friends.

Informal gatherings
Even those who were not interest-
ed in exercising found their own 
place in the neighbourhood. Many 
would simply sit along the pave-
ments, enjoying the cool evening 
breeze and engaging in animated 
conversations with neighbours 
and friends. Those informal gath-
erings have largely vanished as 
construction continues.

Despite the temporary incon-
venience, residents remain opti-
mistic about the outcome. 

Many say they understand 
the need for redevelopment and 
are eagerly looking forward to 
the project’s completion, hoping 
it will restore the area’s charm 
while providing improved facili-
ties, safer walkways and greener 
public spaces.

Once completed, the revamped 
CBD is expected to off er a more 
comfortable and attractive en-
vironment where people can 
once again enjoy morning walks, 
evening strolls and community 
gatherings under Ruwi’s famil-
iar green canopy, combining 
modern infrastructure with the 
neighbourhood’s long-standing 
social character.

Every morning and

evening, people

gathered there for

exercise under the 

shade of trees. Today,

with large sections

excavated for 

construction, there is 

barely enough space

left for walkers

Sultanate 
facilitates 
localisation of 
45 investments

Engineer Nasser bin 
Khalifa Al Kindinoted 
that between 2023 and 
the end of the fi rst half 
of 2026, Invest in Oman 

facilitated the localisation of 45 
investment projects worth a com-
bined OMR4 billion.

The portfolio included 37 new 
investment projects, support to 
overcome challenges facing seven 
existing projects to ensure their 
continuity, and the successful pro-
motion of one strategic project, 
highlighting the platform’s evolv-
ing role beyond investment pro-
motion to providing end-to-end 
investor support.

He added that promotional ef-
forts are focused on sectors that 
underpin Oman’s economic diver-
sifi cation strategy, including man-
ufacturing, food security, logistics, 
healthcare and energy.

These sectors are expected to 
generate higher value addition, 
strengthen local content, reinforce 
supply chains, encourage innova-
tion and attract advanced tech-
nologies, further enhancing the 
competitiveness of the national 
economy and supporting sustain-
able long-term growth.

E C O N O M I C  D I V E R S I F I C A T I O N
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MUSCAT: Oman’s decision to
become a founding member of the
newly established Global Coop-
eration Organization for Artifi cial
Intelligence (AI) marks a signifi -
cant step in the country’s eff orts
to position itself as a regional and
global player in AI governance,
while reinforcing its long-term
strategy to build a knowledge-
based digital economy.

The Sultanate signed the agree-
ment establishing the organisa-
tion in Shanghai, China, joining 
28 other countries in an initiative
aimed at strengthening interna-
tional cooperation and govern-
ance in artifi cial intelligence. The
move refl ects Oman’s commit-
ment to embracing emerging tech-
nologies while contributing to the
development of global standards
for the responsible use of AI. 

Building a national
AI ecosystem
According to Hassan Fida Al La-
wati, Head of the National Arti-
fi cial Intelligence and Advanced
Technologies Programme at the
Ministry of Transport, Commu-
nications and Information Tech-
nology, the fi rst phase of Oman’s
National Artifi cial Intelligence
Programme (2021–2025) focused
on laying the foundations for a na-
tional AI ecosystem.

The programme was built
around three key pillars: expand-
ing AI adoption across economic
and development sectors, local-
ising AI technologies, and estab-
lishing governance frameworks

centred on human values. During 
this phase, government institu-
tions launched a range of ini-
tiatives aligned with the national 
strategy to accelerate AI adoption 
across sectors. 

Among the most notable 
achievements was the launch of 
‘Mu’een’, Oman’s fi rst national gen-
erative AI language model, devel-
oped using more than 3,000 local 
datasets with contributions from 
60 government institutions. The 
initiative is intended to strengthen 
Omani digital content and preserve 
national knowledge within the era 
of generative AI.

The government also estab-
lished the Artificial Intelligence 
Studio, providing innovators 
and institutions with a collabo-
rative platform to develop AI so-
lutions. More than 100 advisory 
sessions have been conducted 
through the studio, benefiting 
over 200 participants.

Other milestones include the 
launch of the Green Artifi cial In-
telligence Alliance, promoting en-
vironmentally sustainable AI de-
velopment, and the Oman Digital 
Triangle, a global initiative aimed at 
developing green computing infra-
structure and AI data centres while 
supporting sustainability goals. 

Second phase targets locali-
sation and innovation
Building on these achievements, 
the second phase of the National 
AI Programme (2026–2030) aims 
to move Oman beyond AI adoption 
towards developing indigenous 
capabilities in AI research, inno-
vation and technology localisation.

Al Lawati said the next phase 
will focus on integrating AI into 
industry, expanding its use across 

government and the economy, 
nurturing national talent, devel-
oping an innovation ecosystem, 
strengthening computing infra-
structure and investing in emerg-
ing technologies such as quantum 
computing.

The programme also seeks to ex-
pand national high-performance 
computing capacity, further devel-
op the Maeen language model and 
enhance research capabilities in ad-
vanced technologies, helping Oman 
generate economic and knowledge 
value from AI while strengthening 
technological sovereignty. 

Governance must keep 
pace with technology
Experts believe Oman’s participa-
tion in the new global AI organisa-
tion provides an opportunity to in-
fl uence the future of international 
AI governance rather than simply 
adopting external standards.

Dr. Saeed bin Mohammed Al 
Kalbani, a researcher specialising 
in AI and advanced technologies, 
noted that rapid advances in AI 
are outpacing governments’ abil-
ity to regulate the technology ef-
fectively. He cited fi ndings from 
the Independent International 
Scientifi c Committee on Artifi cial 
Intelligence, which warned that 

current governance frameworks 
have not kept pace with techno-
logical development.

According to Al Kalbani, join-
ing the new organisation enables 
Oman to contribute to shaping 
international AI standards while 
ensuring they refl ect national pri-
orities and local experience.

He stressed that AI govern-
ance should evolve continuously 
through practical implementation, 
evaluation and learning rather than 
relying solely on legislation. In-
stitutions, he said, should become 
active contributors to regulatory 
knowledge through research, inno-
vation and real-world experience.

Al Kalbani also called for the 
development of a national AI in-
stitutional maturity framework to 
measure readiness in leadership, 
skills, data governance, risk man-
agement and impact assessment, 
enabling Oman to contribute evi-
dence-based proposals in interna-
tional forums. 

International
collaboration essential
Saleh bin Obaid Al Khaldi, an 
expert in communications and 
artifi cial intelligence, said eff ec-
tive AI governance requires col-
laboration among governments, 

universities, research centres, 
private companies and interna-
tional organisations.

He argued that global challeng-
es such as privacy, cybersecurity, 
transparency and algorithmic bias 
cannot be addressed by individual 
countries alone, calling for per-
manent platforms for knowledge 
exchange, joint research and in-
ternationally recognised technical 
and ethical standards.

Al Khaldi said Oman’s digital 
transformation strategy and its 
strategic location linking Asia, 
Africa and Europe position the 
country to become a regional hub 
for dialogue on AI governance and 
international cooperation. 

Trust key to AI adoption
Dr. Rami Shaheen, Secretary-Gen-
eral of the Global Artifi cial Intel-
ligence Award, emphasised that 
trust is fundamental to AI adoption.

He advocated independent eval-
uation laboratories, algorithmic 
impact assessments and transpar-
ent reporting of AI performance 
and failures to build public con-
fi dence. He also highlighted the 
importance of risk-based regula-
tion, regulatory sandboxes and in-
ternationally recognised AI man-
agement standards that balance 

innovation with the protection of 
privacy and human rights.

Shaheen said compliance should 
become a competitive advantage
rather than a bureaucratic obliga-
tion, supported by greater public
awareness and professional certi-
fi cation programmes grounded in
international AI ethics principles. 

AI governance as an 
economic advantage
Jordanian economist Dr. Adli
Qandah said countries that estab-
lish credible AI governance sys-
tems are likely to attract greater
investment as businesses increas-
ingly seek stable and transparent
regulatory environments.

He urged institutions to develop 
measurable indicators for digi-
tal readiness, transparency, data 
quality and AI’s economic impact
while documenting successful
national experiences and sharing 
them internationally through re-
search partnerships and multilat-
eral cooperation.

According to Qandah, future 
competitiveness will depend not
only on technological capabili-
ties but also on the ability to build
what he described as an “economy 
of trust in AI,” where confi dence
in governance becomes as impor-
tant as infrastructure, capital and
human talent. 

With its founding membership 
in the Global Cooperation Organi-
zation for Artifi cial Intelligence
and an ambitious second phase
of its national AI strategy under-
way, Oman is seeking to position
itself not only as a user of emerg-
ing technologies but as an active
contributor to shaping the future
global framework for artifi cial
intelligence governance.
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Oman charts next phase 
of AI strategy after joining 
global governance body
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Tender Announcement
al Tender committee of Ministry of Social Developmmen

announces the following tender :-

Tender 
No.

Tender Subject Grade

Last 
date for 

obtainment
 of tender 
document

Last date 
for tender 

submission

Tender 
Document Price
(non-retundable)

Small and 
Medium 

companies

Local 
companies

351/2026

Provision of 
cleaning services 
for the General 
Directorate of 

Social Development 
building in Dhofar 
Governorate and 
the buildings of 

development 
departments

Companies specialized 

washing and pest 
controlregistered with the 

  or 
second or third or fourth 

degree.

 13-08-2026
02:00 PM

03-09-2026
10:00 AM

10 
R.O

25 
R.O

355/2026

providing and 
preparing feeding 
meals for those 

joining the internal 
accommodation 
buildings of the 

with Disabilities at 
Al-Khoud

Companies specialized 

nutrition registered with 

  or 
second or third or fourth 

degree.

 13-08-2026
02:00 PM

03-09-2026
10:00 AM

10 
R.O

25 
R.O

Specialized Companies, registered with the Tender Board may obtain the Tender documents at theTender 
Board e-tendering digital portal link (https://etendering.tenderboard.gov.om), On Sunday 26/07/2026

For Inquiry, please contact though the e-tendering website (reg@tenderboard.gov.om) tel. ( 24402200) 

“The lowest or any other tender shall not be binding to the Ministry”

With profound grief, we announce the passing of

SANJAY NAGAR
Owner of Indian Art Palace, Qurum,

who passed away peacefully on July 18, 2026,
in the Sultanate of Oman.

May his soul rest in eternal peace
Grieved By:

Wife: Amita Nagar
Daughter: Aadhya Nagar

Son: Atharav Nagar
& family and friends

OBITUARY

SULTANATE OF OMAN
MINISTRY OF CULTURE, SPORTS and YOUTH

MINISTRY OF CULTURE, SPORTS and YOUTH, Muscat, hereby give notice of tenders for 
the following projects:

Tender
No. Tender NameProject

Category

Last day
to purchase

tender
documents

Last date
of tender

submission

43/2024 13/12/2025 13/12/2025
Constriction

& Maintenance CONSTRUCTION OF SUR EQUESTRIAN CLUB

Re-Tender
4/2024

05/01/2025 20/01/2025
Constriction

& Maintenance
REHABILITATION WORK FOR ALSLAM CLUB - SHINAS

Re-Tender
41/2024

05/01/2025 20/01/2025
Consulting

Offices
MASTER PLAN, CONCEPT DESIGN AND DETAILED 

DESIGN FOR SPORTS COMPLEX AT AL DUQM

Companies, which are registered with the Tender Board and engaged in same category with 
experience in and same Grade as noted above, can obtain the Tender Documents at the 
Tender Board E-tendering digital portal link (http://etendering.tenderboard.gov.om). The 
last date of tender submission on above E-tendering site.

INTERNAL TENDER COMMITTEE OF MINISTRY OF CULTURE, SPORTS and YOUTH

Any participants have doubt in adopting e-tendering can contact over the phone: 24402200 
or through email: etenderhd@ita.gov.om

TENDR.
No. Tender Project Category 

Last day to 
purchase tender 

documents

Last date 
of tender 

submission

1 CONSTRUCTION OF SPORT HALL AT IBRI 
SPORTS COMPLEX  

Construction and 
Maintenance 08/08/2026 07/09/2026

2 RENNOVATION /MAINTENANCE WORKS IN
SPORTS HALL AT QURAYAT SPORTS CLUB 

Construction and 
Maintenance 04/08/2026 01/09/2026

2 RENNOVATION /MAINTENANCE WORKS IN
MOHOT SPORTS HALL

Construction and 
Maintenance 04/08/2026 01/09/2026

Companies, which are registered with the Tender Board and engaged in same category with experience in and 
same Grade as noted above, can obtain the Tender Documents at the Tender Board E-tendering digital portal link 
(http://etendering.tenderboard.gov.om)

The last date of tender submission on above E-tendering site

INTERNAL TENDER COMMITTEE OF MINISTRY OF CULTURE, SPORTS and YOUTH
Any participants have doubt in adopting e-tendering can contact over the phone 24402200 or through 

Email : etenderhd@ita.gov.om

OIA expands footprint with investments 
in Cambridge Capital, Oxford Science

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Oman Investment
Authority (OIA) has strengthened
its position in the global innova-
tion ecosystem through strategic

investments in Cambridge Capital 
Innovation and Oxford Science 
Projects, gaining access to a port-
folio of leading startups in life sci-
ences, healthcare and advanced 
technologies.

The investments are aimed at
accelerating knowledge and tech-
nology transfer to the Sultanate,
creating opportunities for future
partnerships and supporting the
country’s transition towards a 

knowledge-based economy while 
delivering sustainable long-term 
returns.

Through its investment in Cam-
bridge Capital Innovation, OIA is 
connected to an ecosystem that 
transforms cutting-edge univer-
sity research into commercially 
viable companies.

Advanced surgical robots
The portfolio includes CMR Sur-
gical, a developer of advanced sur-
gical robots that improve preci-
sion and reduce the invasiveness 
of operations; Pragmatic Semi-
conductor, which produces fl ex-
ible, low-cost chips for Internet 
of Things applications; Immotrin, 
focused on innovative antibody 
therapies for diseases including 
cardiomyopathy; and Riverlane, 
a company developing quantum 
error-correction technologies 
essential for next-generation 
quantum computing.

OIA’s investment in Oxford Sci-
ence Projects provides access to 

one of the world’s leading univer-
sity spinout platforms, support-
ing companies developing break-
through technologies in quantum 
computing, healthcare and life 
sciences.

Portable diagnostic devices
Its portfolio includes Quantum 
Motion Technologies, which is 
building scalable quantum pro-
cessors; Ravine, a developer of 
advanced biomolecular analysis 
technologies that support drug 
discovery and gene therapies; Os-
ler Diagnostics, which produces 
rapid, portable diagnostic devices 
for healthcare settings; and Oxford 
Quantum Circuits, a pioneer in 
quantum computing systems and 
applications.

Ibrahim Al-Isri, Head of Private 
Markets Investments at OIA, said 
the Authority’s growing presence 
in the global innovation ecosys-
tem refl ects its conviction that ad-
vanced technologies are among the 
key drivers of economic, scientifi c 

and social development.
He said investing in companies

pioneering healthcare innovation,
quantum computing and other
emerging technologies enables
OIA to stay at the forefront of glob-
al technological advances while
exploring opportunities to trans-
fer expertise and technologies to
Oman and strengthen knowledge
exchange.

Al-Isri added that the invest-
ments support Oman’s ambi-
tions in the technology sector
while generating sustainable fi-
nancial returns from fast-grow-
ing industries with strong long-
term potential.

The investments form part
of OIA’s Generations Portfolio,
which manages overseas invest-
ments across more than 50 coun-
tries.  The portfolio focuses on
achieving sustainable fi nancial
returns through diversifi ed, long-
term investments while support-
ing innovation and future economic
growth for the Sultanate.

The investments are 

aimed at accelerating 

knowledge and

technology

transfer to the 

Sultanate, creating

opportunities for 

future partnerships

Omani AI project ranks 
among world’s top 13
Times News Service

MUSCAT: An artifi cial intelli-
gence project developed by Omani
innovator Aya bint Hamed Al Kin-
di  has been selected among the
world’s top 13 projects to be show-
cased at the 67th London Inter-
national Young Scientists Forum
(LIYSF), marking a signifi cant 
achievement for Omani youth on
the global innovation stage.

Oman is participating in this
year’s forum under the umbrella of 
the Research and Innovation Au-
thority (RIA) with 10 innovative 
scientifi c projects selected from 
a pool of 738 entries spanning sci-
ence, technology, engineering and 
mathematics (STEM). 

Al-Kindi’s project was the
only Omani entry to earn a place 
among the forum’s elite global se-
lections.

Named “Guardian,” the project 
uses artifi cial intelligence to com-
bat fi nancial crimes, particularly 
money laundering. 

The system analyses fi nancial
data with high accuracy, detects 
suspicious transaction patterns
and predicts potential risks far 
more quickly than conventional 
monitoring systems.

Al-Kindi expressed pride in 
representing Oman interna-
tionally, saying the selection of 
Guardian among the world’s best 

projects demonstrates the ability 
of Omani innovators to develop
advanced technological solutions
with global relevance in critical
fi elds such as fi nancial security 
and fi nancial technology.

She said the recognition refl ects
the growing capabilities of young 
Omani researchers and innova-
tors to address complex global
challenges through science and
technology. The achievement
also highlights the increasing 
contribution of Omani youth to
research and innovation in areas

including artifi cial intelligence,
environmental sustainability,
energy and emerging technolo-
gies, in line with the objectives of 
Oman Vision 2040.

The 67th London Internation-
al Young Scientists Forum, taking 
place in London from July 19 to
August 1, brings together talented
students, researchers and young 
innovators from around the world
and is regarded as one of the lead-
ing international platforms for
showcasing excellence in STEM
research and innovation.

 A T  L O N D O N  S C I E N C E  F O R U M
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Israeli army detains at least 80 Palestinians

RAMALLAH: The Israeli army 
launched a large-scale arrest cam-
paign in the West Bank from Fri-
day evening to Saturday morning, 
detaining at least 80 Palestinians, 
less than a day after four Palestin-
ians and an Israeli were killed in 
clashes in the town of Tell, south 
of Nablus.

In a press statement, non-gov-
ernmental organisation the Pales-

tinian Prisoners Club said those
targeted in the campaign included
former prisoners, adding that most
of the recent arrests were carried
out in response to Palestinians
confronting settler attacks and at-
tempting to protect their towns
and lands.

More than 3,600 Palestinians in
the West Bank have been arrested
so far this year, it said.

In response to Friday’s clashes, 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and Defense Minister 
Israel Katz announced in a joint 
statement measures including in-
tensifying military operations, es-
tablishing more checkpoints in the 
West Bank, and establishing new 
farms, among others.

Meanwhile, Nablus Governor 
Ghassan Daghlas said the Israeli 

army continues to close all en-
trances to the city and is besieging 
it, leaving thousands of Palestini-
ans unable to return to their homes 
in the northern West Bank.

“Israeli extremists have begun 
their election campaigns at the 
expense of the Palestinians,” he 
warned, referring to general elec-
tions for the Knesset, Israel’s par-
liament, on Oct. 27. — ANI

L A R G E - S C A L E  A R R E S T

education minister resigns

NEW DELHI: Cockroach Janata 
Party on Saturday announced 
that it has withdrawn the 37-day 
long agitation at Jantar Mantar 
in “good faith” after Education 
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan 
stepped down from the Council of 

Ministers and the outfi t received 
assurance on other demands from 
the government.

Addressing a press conference 
at the Constituion Club in the na-
tional capital, CJP’s Chief Spokes-
person Saurav Das said, “Cock-
roach Janta Party declares that 
we withdraw the agitation in good 
faith, with the understanding that 
the agreed-upon terms will be ex-
ecuted within the agreed-upon 
timelines.” Following the third 
round of talks with Union Minis-
ters J P Nadda and Jitendra Singh 
at the Constitution Club, the CJP 
said that the Central government 
has agreed to provide suitable 
compensation to the families of 
the NEET aspirants who died by 
suicide and assured to withdraw 
the FIRs lodged against protesters 
anywhere in India.

The CJP has presented a fi ve-
point demand charter before the 
government and will hold the next 
round of talks after four weeks.

Spokesperson Ashutosh Ranka 
said, “We had demanded compen-
sation of Rs 1 crore for the fami-
lies of NEET victims. The govern-
ment has agreed to this, stating 
that an honorary compensation 
will be given to those families 
under whatever rules and regula-
tions allow. Apart from this, we 
also placed a fi ve-point demand 
charter before the government, 
which talked about broader edu-
cational reforms and exam re-
forms. We will meet the govern-
ment again in about four weeks 
regarding that demand charter 
so that we can work together on 
broader reforms. If all these de-
mands are agreeable to the gov-

ernment, then we would also like 
to withdraw the agitation.”

“All our demands have been ac-
cepted, so we request the protest-
ers to withdraw immediately and 
return home peacefully. We will 
inform you of our future strategy 
or any other issues. But we request 
the protesters to withdraw imme-
diately,” he added.

Several FIRs have been fi led 
against protesters across India 
after the July 20 ‘Chalo Sansad’ 
march at Jantar Mantar. The CJP 
had demanded a withdrawal of the 
FIRs and no legal action in the fu-
ture. Das said that the government 
has agreed to the demand.

Saurav Das said, “Our second 
demand was that all the FIRs fi led 
against the protesters, not just 
in Delhi but in all BJP-ruled and 
BJP-allied states, should be with-

drawn. This was also our second 
demand. The government has ac-
cepted that demand as well. Fur-
thermore, the withdrawal will be 
done shortly. The government has 
assured us that it will share copies 
of all the FIRs fi led - as per our last 
information, 15 to 20 FIRs were 
fi led in Delhi - and we will receive 
those copies within three to four 
days in any case. The government 
has also assured that the with-
drawal will be done shortly.”

“Understanding this, we have 
shared a draft with the govern-
ment, which is a written guaran-
tee. The government has said it 
will share this with us by Tuesday. 
We hope that by Tuesday we will 
receive the government’s guaran-
tees regarding these FIRs and any 
future action,” he added.

Earlier, Dharmendra Prad-
han submitted his resignation to 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and stated that he was stepping 
down in the larger interest of stu-
dents to ensure that the country’s 
youth do not become “trapped in a 
web of confusion.”

The Cockroach Janata Party 
(CJP), beginning as a satirical so-
cial media account from CJI Surya 
Kant’s remarks, led the movement 
along with activist Sonam Wang-
chuk at Jantar Mantar in the na-
tional capital, demanding Prad-
han’s resignation. — ANI
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Qatari PM, 
Egyptian 
FM discuss 
bilateral ties
DOHA: Qatari Prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign Aff airs 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrah-
man bin Jassim Al Thani met with 
visiting Egyptian Foreign Minis-
ter Badr Abdelatty on Saturday to 
discuss bilateral cooperation and 
regional developments.

According to a statement by 
Qatar’s Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs, the two sides reviewed bilat-
eral relations and ways to further 
strengthen cooperation.

They also exchanged views on 
ongoing diplomatic eff orts to de-
escalate tensions and enhance re-
gional security and stability. The 
Qatari offi  cial said all relevant 
parties should adhere to dialogue 
and diplomacy, and implement the 
U.S.-Iran peace memorandum of 
understanding, including ensur-
ing freedom of navigation through 
the Strait of Hormuz, to safeguard 
regional security and promote re-
gional stability.

He also reaffi  rmed Qatar’s full 
support for eff orts aimed at eas-
ing tensions and reaching a com-
prehensive agreement that would 
achieve lasting peace in the region.

The meeting took place amid 
heightened regional tensions, as 
the United States launched mul-
tiple rounds of attacks on Iranian 
targets. — Xinhua

I N  D O H A
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Iran records fi rst ‘peaceful night’ 
following 13 days of US strikes

TEHRAN: In a brief respite fol-
lowing nearly two weeks of intense
military action, Iran reported an
absence of overnight bombard-
ment on Saturday, signalling an
interruption to 13 consecutive
nights of American military 
strikes. However, regional insta-
bility remains acute following the
sharp escalation surrounding the
Strait of Hormuz.

Iranian Health Ministry spokes-
person Hossein Kermanpour con-
fi rmed the pause via a post on X,
stating, “Iran had a peaceful night.”

Meanwhile, United States Cen-
tral Command (CENTCOM) did
not immediately state the opera-
tional pause, breaking its previ-
ous daily routine of announcing 
fresh off ensive actions over the
prior 13 days.

Despite the overnight calm in
Iranian territory, security alerts
persisted across neighbouring 

Gulf nations. Saudi Arabian au-
thorities activated warning sirens 
across the Red Sea provinces of 
Yanbu and Jizan, both critical 
hubs for oil infrastructure, citing a 
“potential danger” that was subse-
quently stood down.

Similarly, defence systems in 
Bahrain triggered missile warning 
alarms early Saturday morning, 
though local offi  cials confi rmed no 
casualties occurred.

The fragile quiet comes after 
a delicate truce collapsed earlier 
this month. The initial hostilities, 
sparked by joint US and Israeli 
strikes against Iranian assets, 
intensifi ed after Tehran was im-
plicated in attacks on three com-
mercial vessels attempting transit 
through the Strait of Hormuz.

Washington subsequently 
launched strikes against scores of 
targets inside Iran, prompting Ira-
nian forces to launch retaliatory 
barrages towards US-aligned Arab 
partner states.

The Strait of Hormuz, a vital 
maritime corridor for global oil 

supply, remains the core fl ashpoint 
of the confrontation and was ren-
dered largely impassable following 
Iranian strikes.

On Friday, American naval 
forces engaged a merchant ves-
sel in the Gulf of Oman accused 
of attempting to break the re-
established blockade on Iranian 
ports. Concurrently, Iranian forces 
launched strikes directed at Gulf 
Arab states maintaining defence 
alliances with the United States.

Adding to the maritime security 
crisis, Houthi forces targeted two 
Saudi Arabian oil tankers in the 
Red Sea earlier this week, sparking 
renewed fears of a wider blockade 
along key commercial sea lanes.

In response, the Saudi-led coali-
tion operating in Yemen executed 
targeted retaliatory strikes against 
the Yemeni port city of Hodeida 
early Saturday.

“The Saudi enemy’s targeting 
of civilian facilities in Hodeida 
and Kamaran island constitutes 
a dangerous escalation,” the Hou-
this’ Ansarollah media posted on 

Telegram.
“We affi  rm that these recent 

crimes will not go unanswered.”
Houthi-run Al Masirah televi-

sion said on Saturday that Saudi 
strikes had targeted facilities be-
longing to the state telecommuni-
cations corporation and Kamaran 
island, off  Yemen’s western coast. 

The broadcaster reported that 
one worker was wounded in Ho-
deida while a woman was also in-
jured on Kamaran Island.

The Saudi-led coalition, mean-
while, claimed that it hit “Houthi 
military sites” and destroyed tar-
gets that were posing a threat to 
commercial vessels in the Red Sea. 

Riyadh said it would do eve-
rything necessary to protect its 
ships, warning the Houthis that if 
they continued “hostile acts then 
there will be no hesitation in re-
sponding.”

For Saudi Arabia, a top oil pro-
ducer, the Red Sea had emerged a 
critical shipping alternative to the  
war-blockaded Strait of Hormuz.

Refl ecting the worsening securi-

ty landscape, American diplomatic
missions across the Middle East
issued advisories to US citizens on
Friday, warning that commercial
departure routes from the region
could face severe restrictions.

Simultaneously, Iran’s Islam-
ic Revolutionary Guard Corps 
(IRGC) advised civilians in 
neighbouring states to maintain 
distance from facilities housing 
American military personnel.

Humanitarian tolls from the 
multi-front confl ict continue to 
rise. According to fi gures released 
by the Iranian Health Ministry, 
more than 3,400 people have been 
killed in Iran since the outbreak of 
hostilities.

Casualties reported elsewhere 
include 18 US service personnel, 
24 civilians inside Israel, and ad-
ditional civilian fatalities across 
various regional states.

Furthermore, combat along the 
northern front involving Iran-
backed Hezbollah has resulted 
in over 4,000 deaths in Lebanon 
and 38 casualties among Israeli 
troops, highlighting that despite 
the overnight lull in Tehran, the 
broader regional arena remains 
highly volatile. 

US forces ‘disable’ vessel 
which attempted to breach 
blockade of Iranian ports
US forces have “disabled” a mer-
chant vessel that attempted to 
circumvent the US blockade on 
Iranian ports, military sources told 

the Associated Press news agency.
US Central Command spokes-

person Tim Hawkins told AP that 
the M/T Lavine was “disabled” in 
the Gulf of Oman on Friday, after 
the vessel had reportedly attempt-
ed to circumvent the US blockade 
four times. 

Hawkins claimed the ship did 
not comply with US commands 
after it was warned. Hawkins said 
US forces then fi red into the ship’s 
engine room. 

It’s the second commercial ves-
sel attacked by the US since the 
military reimposed its blockade on 
Iranian ports on July 14. It follows 
the collapse of a ceasefi re between 
the US and Iran on July 8. 

US President Donald Trump 
fi rst imposed a blockade on Iran’s 
ports in April, before it was paused 
during the ceasefi re following the 
US-Iran Memorandum of Under-
standing in June.   

UN urges repatriation of 
6,000 sailors stranded in Strait 
of Hormuz

The United Nations has called 
on countries involved in the Mid-
dle East war to help repatriate 
around 6,000 sailors who remain 
stranded on ships in the Strait of 
Hormuz.

UN rights chief Volker Türk 
called on states to urgently provide 
consular assistance to stranded 
seafarers, deliver essential sup-
plies, and “facilitate safe passage 
for stranded seafarers to safely 
evacuate and disembark.” — Agencies

Iranian Health 

Ministry 

spokesperson

Hossein Kermanpour

confi rmed the pause

via a post on X,

stating, “Iran had 

a peaceful night.” 

However, regional 

instability remains 

acute following the

sharp escalation 

surrounding the

Strait of Hormuz

Russia hits various sites in Ukraine
KYIV: Russia struck various sites 
in Ukraine on Friday, including 
a defence event on the outskirts 
of Kyiv thought to be showcasing 
aerial defence technologies like 
drones.

Sometimes fatal attacks else-
where in the country disrupted 
power supplies in fi ve separate 
regions.  

Meanwhile, Ukraine again 
struck facilities belonging to Rus-
sia’s largest online retailer, Wild-
berries, in St. Petersburg. 

And in the skies over Romania, 
NATO jets downed a stray drone 
on Friday morning, with no im-
mediate reports of casualties or 
damage.

Across the Atlantic, the White 
House said President Donald 
Trump and President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy would hold talks on 
Tuesday of next week, almost four 
and a half years after Russia’s full 
scale invasion.

What happened in Ukraine?
Acting regional military admin-

istration head Ruslan Oliinyk said 
the strike hit the grounds of a pri-
vately operated military training 
site that was hosting an event at 
the time. The site is some 20-30 
kilometres (12-18 miles) from cen-
tral Kyiv, in the Bucha district. 

Attorney General Ruslan 
Kravchenko called the attack a war 
crime, saying that 10 people were 
killed and around 100 more were 
injured. 

The surrounding area was also 

struck repeatedly, with  Zelen-
skyy posting images of destruc-
tion and rescue eff orts from the 
wider Kyiv region.

He said, “Interceptors for Pa-
triot systems are the number one 
priority,” a reference to the air de-
fence systems made by US arms 
giant Raytheon, which had sent a 
delegation to Kyiv on Thursday. 

Russia’s Defense Ministry also 
acknowledged the attack online, 
saying it had used “high-precision 
long-range weapons” to target “a 
demonstration of unmanned aer-
ial vehicles [UAVs or drones], in-
cluding promising ones, of Ukrain-
ian and foreign production, used to 
strike civilian targets in Russia.”

Russia’s Defence Ministry 

claimed that at the time of the 
strike, leading defense industry 
offi  cials and Ukrainian military 
members were at the site, saying 
these people were “directly plan-
ning and carrying out strikes on 
Russian territory.”

Five people were reported killed 
in the eastern region of Slovyansk 
on Friday. The EU’s foreign pol-
icy chief, Kaja Kallas, bemoaned 
one such strike that she said hit 
“Latvia’s Honorary Consulate” in 
Slovyansk, saying, “We will sum-
mon Russia’s envoy to the EU over 
today’s strikes,” and thatshe would 
propose further EU sanctions to 
target Russia’s “military-industri-
al complex.”

Ukraine’s energy company Ukr-

energo reported damage to power 
plants in fi ve separate regions, say-
ing around 150,000 people were 
left without power in the Cherni-
hiv region alone after an attack on 
a facility there. 

What happened in Russia? 
The latest Ukrainian drone strikes 
to target warehouses of the online 
retail giant Wildberries struck in 
St. Petersburg, Vladimir Putin’s 
powerbase for decades, on Friday. 

Company founder Tatyana Kim 
said facilities came under attack in 
St. Petersburg, in the adjacent Len-
ingrad region, and also in occupied 
Ukraine in Simferopol, a city in il-
legally annexed Crimea.

— DW

P O W E R  S U P P L I E S  D I S R U P T E D

UN chief ‘deeply 
alarmed’ over
attacks on vessels 
in Red Sea
NEW YORK: UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres ex-
pressed deep concern and was 
“deeply alarmed” over the re-
sumption of attacks by Yemen’s 
Houthi group on commercial 
vessels in the Red Sea and has 
warned that such actions could 
further escalate regional ten-
sions and draw Yemen deeper 
into a wider confl ict.

In a statement delivered by UN 
Secretary-General’s spokesper-
son Stephane Dujarric on Friday 
(local time), he said Guterres ex-
pressed concern over renewed 
threats to maritime navigation in 
the strategic waterway following 
attacks claimed by the Houthis 
on commercial vessels.

“The Secretary-General is 
deeply alarmed about the re-
sumption of Houthi attacks on 
commercial vessels transiting 
the Red Sea and the renewed 
threats to maritime navigation,” 
Dujarric said, attributing the 
statement to the UN chief.

The UN Secretary-General 
said attacks on commercial ves-
sels risked intensifying tensions 
in the region and expanding the 
ongoing cycle of escalation.

“The attack on commercial 
vessels, claimed by the Houthis, 
risks further heightening region-
al tensions and widening the cur-
rent cycle of escalation with the 
potential to draw Yemen deeper 
into regional confl ict,” the state-
ment read.

Guterres warned that contin-
ued hostilities in Yemen could 
undermine peace eff orts and re-
sult in severe consequences.

“Further hostilities in Yemen 
will undermine prospects for 
peace, and cause serious eco-
nomic, humanitarian and envi-
ronmental consequences across 
and beyond the region,” he said.

Calling for an immediate re-
duction in tensions, the UN chief 

urged the Houthis to halt further 
attacks and avoid actions that 
could increase instability.

“The Secretary-General calls 
for immediate de-escalation and 
urges Houthis to refrain from any 
further attacks or other escala-
tory actions, in line with Security 
Council resolution 2722 (2024) 
and subsequent relevant resolu-
tions concerning attacks against 
commercial vessels and freedom 
of navigation in the Red Sea,” the 
statement added.

Guterres also stressed the 
need to restore maritime rights 
and freedom of navigation in the 
region.

The remarks came after Yem-
en’s Houthi group claimed re-
sponsibility for an attack on two 
Saudi oil tankers in the Red Sea.

The claim followed Saudi
strikes on Sanaa airport, further
escalating tensions between Ri-
yadh and the Iran-backed group.

Houthi spokesperson Briga-
dier General Yahya Saree claimed 
that the group targeted Saudi ves-
sels “ENCELIA” and “LAYLA” 
using ballistic and cruise missiles 
as well as drones. He claimed the 
operation caused fi res on both 
vessels.

Saudi Press Agency (SPA), cit-
ing the country’s Transport Gen-
eral Authority, reported that all 
crew members aboard the Saudi-
owned vessel ENCELIA were 
safe after the ship was targeted 
while transiting the Red Sea.

— ANI

A  W I D E R  C O N F L I C T

DR Congo reports nearly 3,000 Ebola cases

KINSHASA: Confi rmed Ebola 
cases in the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo (DRC) have risen to 
2,973, including 1,309 deaths, as 
Prime Minister Judith Suminwa 
Tuluka warned on Friday that the 
outbreak could further aggravate 
the humanitarian crisis in the 
eastern DRC.

Speaking on Friday in Bunia, the 
capital of the eastern Ituri Prov-
ince and the epicenter of the out-

break, Suminwa said the govern-
ment has disbursed 50 million U.S. 
dollars for the response, in addi-
tion to funds mobilised by interna-
tional partners. She said logistical 
resources need to be delivered and 
deployed more rapidly across the 
expanding outbreak zone.

“The issue now is how to en-
sure that all the logistics are taken 
care of,” she said, citing laboratory 
equipment, water and oxygen sup-

plies, ambulances, hygiene mate-
rials, and equipment for safe and 
dignifi ed burials.

She also called for greater vigi-
lance at displacement sites to pre-
vent the epidemic from further 
aggravating the humanitarian cri-
sis in Ituri and other parts of the 
eastern DRC.

According to the latest situation 
report released by the country’s 
health authorities on Saturday, a 

total of 540 patients have recov-
ered since the outbreak began, 
while 766 people remain in isola-
tion or hospitalisation. The report 
said the epidemic remains in a 
phase of sustained transmission, 
with a high level of virus circula-
tion. It warned that recent fl uctua-
tions in reported cases should be 
interpreted cautiously because of 
reporting delays and the progres-
sive consolidation of data. — Xinhua

H U M A N I T A R I A N  C R I S I S



A8

SPORTS
S U N DAY,  J U LY  2 6,  2 0 2 6

Klopp named new head coach of 
Germany men’s football team

BERLIN: The German Football
Association (DFB) has appointed
Jürgen Klopp as the new head
coach of the national team on
Friday, ending speculation about
who would succeed Julian Nagels-
mann.

DFB President Bernd Neuen-
dorf said the association’s gov-
erning bodies had unanimously 
approved Klopp’s appointment,
describing him as the “ideal

choice” for the role. “It is a great
honor to sit here today,” Klopp said
at the press conference announc-
ing his appointment, adding he
was “delighted.”

Klopp emerged as the federa-
tion’s preferred candidate after
Nagelsmann stepped down follow-
ing Germany’s penalty shootout
defeat to Paraguay in the World
Cup round of 32. In a statement re-
leased by the DFB, Klopp was quot-

ed as saying: “The national team 
can unite us Germans like almost 
nothing else. That is precisely what 
makes this role so special to me.”

He said he was looking forward 
“to this special challenge in Ger-
man football, which we will tackle 
together with humility and pa-

tience.” He wanted to build a team 
“that fi ghts for one another, that 
enjoys playing football, and behind 
which the people of our country can 
rally with complete conviction.”

The former Liverpool manager 
held talks with DFB offi  cials in 
New York while working as a tel-

evision analyst during the tour-
nament, and the federation an-
nounced on July 11 that the two
sides had reached agreement on
the essential terms of a contract.

His contract starts on August
15 and continues until the sum-
mer of 2030, with the next World
Cup tournament. His fi rst match
as Germany head coach will be
against the Netherlands in Am-
sterdam on September 24 in Ger-
many’s opening Nations League
fi xture. This is Klopp’s fi rst coach-
ing job since he left Liverpool in
2024 citing fatigue.

The DFB also announced on
Friday that Per Mertesacker will
be its managing director, after his
predecessor Andreas Rettig steps
down at the end of the year. 

Klopp’s star-studded 
coaching career
After spending much of his career

as a player for Mainz, Klopp as 
coach took the club to the Bundes-
liga for the fi rst time.

Then, as Borussia Dortmund’s 
coach, he took the team to back-
to-back Bundesliga titles, taking 
the club to the Champion’s League 
fi nal in 2013.

His more recent coaching career 
saw him shine with England’s Liv-
erpool, which he coached for nine 
years, delivering a fi rst league title 
in more than a quarter of a century 
and glory in the 2019 Champions 
League fi nal.

Klopp was awarded the highest 
civic award in Germany as a result 
of his outstanding contribution to 
democracy and his impact on the 
football world. He was credited 
with becoming a role model, a foot-
ball ambassador and someone who 
has improved the image of Germa-
ny around the world, particularly 
in the United Kingdom. -DW

DFB President Bernd Neuendorf said

the association’s governing bodies had

unanimously approved Klopp’s appointment, 

describing him as the “ideal choice” for the role

Pakistan opener Abdullah Fazal ruled 

out of WI Test series with back injury
TAROUBA :  Pakistan have suf-
fered an early setback ahead of their 
two-Test series against the West 
Indies after opener Abdullah Fazal 
was ruled out with a lower back 
injury sustained during training at 
the Brian Lara Cricket Academy.

According to the ICC, the 
23-year-old picked up the injury 
during a practice session in Tarou-
ba, the venue for the opening Test, 
which begins on Saturday. An MRI 
scan and subsequent medical as-
sessment confi rmed that Fazal will 
require a period of rehabilitation, 
with the Pakistan team yet to an-
nounce a replacement.

Fazal’s absence comes as a blow 
for Pakistan, who are looking to 
improve their position in the ICC 
World Test Championship 2025-
27 standings after an encouraging 
start to the youngster’s interna-
tional career.

The left-handed opener im-
pressed on his Test debut against 
Bangladesh in May, scoring half-
centuries in both innings to fi nish 
as Pakistan’s leading run-scorer 
in the match. In his fi rst two Tests, 
Fazal has accumulated 141 runs, 

including two fi fties, with a high-
est score of 66.

His injury is likely to pave the 
way for middle-order batter Awais 
Zafar to make his Test debut. Zafar 
was added to the squad as cover 
for the injured Saud Shakeel and is 
now in contention for a place in the 
playing XI.

Meanwhile, Imam-ul-Haq is 
expected to return to the top of 
the order after missing Pakistan’s 
previous Test against Bangladesh. 
Imam had been left out for that 
match, allowing Azan Awais and 

Fazal to open the batting.
The series carries added sig-

nifi cance for both teams as they 
attempt to climb the World Test 
Championship table. Pakistan are 
currently placed ninth and last in 
the standings, while the West In-
dies occupy eighth place, one spot 
above them.

The opening Test between the 
two sides gets underway in Tarou-
ba on Saturday, with both teams 
aiming to make a positive start to 
their World Test Championship 
campaign. -ANI

E A R L Y  S E T B A C K

Ex-Liverpool legend Salah set to join 

Besiktas in Turkiye, talks in fi nal stages

ANKARA: Egyptian and Liver-
pool football legend looks all set to
join Turkish club Besiktas, with
the negotiations having entered
the fi nal stages and the Egyptian
legend just a few steps away from
donning the colours of 16-time
Super Lig champions, reported
Goal.com.

Salah ended his Liverpool ca-
reer, which lasted nine seasons
at the club’s home arena, Anfi eld,
before the FIFA World Cup. Dur-
ing his stay with the English foot-
ball giants, he broke several re-
cords and captured two Premier
League and a UEFA Champions
League titles.

As per Italian journalist Nicolo 
Schira, quoted by Goal.com, Be-
siktas have agreed on all the per-
sonal terms with the star player 
and his agent and the veteran 
is set to sign a season-long deal 
worth upto 12 million euros.

The deal also has a clause, al-
lowing for an extension untill 
summer of 2028, with Schira 
pointing out that Italian coach 
Vincenzo Italiano played a key 
role in selling the club’s project 
and vision to Salah and pushing 
the talks to closing phase.

Now the Besiktas board is put-
ting fi nal touches on paperwork 
before an offi  cial announcement 

is made, with expectations that 
one will be made in the coming 
days.

After Salah parted ways with 
Liverpool, several Saudi Arabian 
clubs chased Salah, but reports 
suggested that Besiktas and 
Turkiye was a more likely desti-
nation, with the player’s desire 
to stay in the European football 
scene playing a crucial role in this 
decision. In Egypt’s FIFA World 
Cup 2026 run, Salah played a 
crucial role in taking them to the 
round of 16, where they lost 3-2 
to defending champions Argen-
tina, scoring a goal and delivering 
two assists.  -ANI

E G Y P T I A N  P L A Y E R

One of my all time favourite player: Jos Buttler 

cherishes signed ODI jersey received from Rohit 
LONDON : England wicketkeeper-
batter Jos Buttler expressed hap-
piness at having received a signed 
Team India shirt from superstar 
opener Rohit Sharma following the 
conclusion of the ODI series against 
India at home, calling him “one of 
his all-time favourite player”.

Despite struggles in the fi rst 
two matches of the series, which 
put a doubt over Rohit’s future in 
the ODIs leading up to the ICC 
Cricket World Cup 2027, the ‘Hit-
man’ served the world a reminder 
of his eff ortless timing, elegance 
and class with a sensational cen-
tury during a massive chase of 388 
in the fi nal ODI at Lord’s, which 
marked his fi rst-ever international 
tonne at the iconic venue known as 
the ‘Home of Cricket’.

Taking to Instagram, Buttler 
posted a picture of a signed jersey 
received from Rohit, saying, “One 
opposition player’s shirt I’ve al-
ways wanted. One of my all-time 
favourite players. Will treasure 
this; thank you, @rohitsharma45.”

Rohit ended the England ODIs 
with 175 runs in three matches at 
an average of 58.33 and a strike rate 
of 98.31, with a century, a blistering 
138 in 110 balls with 17 fours and 
fi ve sixes during a 388-run chase 

in the series decider, which India 
lost by 27 runs. Despite India’s se-
ries loss by 2-1, a masterclass from
‘the Hitman’ and his century stand
with long-time batting partner Vi-
rat Kohli (74 in 60 balls, with four
boundaries and three sixes) en-
thralled the fans in attendance.

With 11,895 runs in 288 matches

and 280 innings at an average of 
48.95 and a strike rate of 93.04, in-
cluding 34 centuries, 62 fi fties and 
a best score of 264, Rohit is one of 
the world’s greatest ODI batters 
ever, ranked seventh in all-time 
run-scoring lists and India’s third-
highest run-getter in the format 
behind Virat Kohli (14,941) and 

Sachin Tendulkar (18,426 runs).
In nine ODIs this year, Rohit has 

scored 379 runs in nine innings at 
an average of 42.11, with a century 
and a fi fty each, and a best score of 
138. Rohit and Virat will be seen in 
action during ODIs against West 
Indies at home from September 27 
to October 3. -ANI

I G N E D  T E A M  I N D I A  S H I R T 

BRIDGETOWN: West Indies
captain Roston Chase believes
leadership carries greater weight
when it is backed by performances
on the fi eld, saying teammates
have more belief in a captain who
leads from the front as his side pre-
pares for the opening Test against
Pakistan. Chase heads into the
two-match series on the back of 
a career-reviving 194 against Sri
Lanka in June, ending a wait of 
more than six years for a Test cen-
tury. The knock helped West In-
dies register an innings victory and
seal the series, while also ending 
their winless run in the ongoing 
World Test Championship cycle.

Refl ecting on his return to

form after a lean run with the 
bat, Chase said the innings had 
lifted both his confi dence and his 
standing within the team.

“It’s a good feeling to fi nd some 
form after struggling for the past 
year in the batting department. 
That knock gave me a lot of con-
fi dence, gave me a lot of relief, to 
know that I can actually come 
and perform for the team. And 
as a leader as well - I think when 
you’re a leader that goes out there 
and leads by example, I think eve-
ryone has a diff erent level of re-
spect for you, and they believe in 
you even more, and they want to 
play for you even more,” he said, 
as per Cricinfo. -ANI

W E S T  I N D I E S  C A P T A I N

South Africa’s Chad Le Clos becomes most 

decorated male athlete in competition history

GLASGOW: South African swim-
mer Chad Le Clos made history 
during the ongoing Commonwealth
Games 2026 in Glasgow, becoming 
the most decorated male athlete in
the competition’s history with an-
other medal during the men’s 4x100
m freestyle relay event.

On Friday, Le Clos captured his 
19th individual medal in Common-

wealth Games, which also includes 
seven golds, with the team of Piet-
er Coetze, Guy Brooks, Ruard van 
Renen and Chad clocking 3:13.99 
in the men’s freestyle 4x100 m 
freestyle relay event.

The offi  cial handle of Team SA 
posted on X, “Team South Africa 
has claimed bronze in the Men’s
4x100m Freestyle Relay, with Pie-

ter Coetze, Guy Brooks, Ruard van 
Renen and Chad le Clos stopping 
the clock in 3:13.99. The medal 
also marks a historic milestone for 
Chad le Clos, who has now won 19 
Commonwealth Games medals, 
making him the most decorated 
male athlete in Commonwealth 
Games history. History made. 
Congratulations, Team SA!” -ANI

C O M M O N W E A L T H  G A M E S

teammates’ trust, says West 

Indies Test skipper Roston 
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TRUMP THREATENS EUBILATERAL COOPERATION
US President Donald Trump has said 
he will initiate a tariff  investigation
against the EU in response to fi nes
against US tech companies. He cited 
the latest case that Google lost on 
Thursday, as well as others.

India and Tanzania on Wednesday 
held the 3rd Foreign Offi  ce
Consultations (FOC) in Dar es
Salaam to review and strengthen 
bilateral cooperation across 
trade, defence, digital public 
infrastructure, and healthcare.

MSX-listed industrial firms net 
profits rise 46.8% to OMR175.3mn

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The net profi ts of in-
dustrial companies listed on the
Muscat Stock Exchange (MSX)
rose in the fi rst half of this year to
OMR175.3 million compared to
OMR119.4 million in the same pe-
riod last year, registering a growth
of 46.8 percent.

This rise refl ects the improve-
ment in the local economic envi-
ronment, supported by government
spending, increased consumer con-
fi dence, increased demand for Om-
ani industrial products, and lower
fi nancing costs. It was also aided
by the eff orts made by companies
to raise operational effi  ciency, in-
crease exports and work to raise

quality levels through many mar-
keting plans and programs and en-
hance competitiveness in the face
of external competition.

Preliminary fi nancial results in-
dicated increased profi ts for sever-
al industrial companies. Oman In-
dia Fertiliser Company (Omifco)
recorded a signifi cant jump in net
profi t, which climbed to OMR80.2
million in the fi rst half of this year,
compared to OMR54.1 million in

the same period last year. OQ Ba-
sic Industries saw its net profi t 
rise from OMR23.4 million to 
OMR43.3 million.

Oman Cables Industry Compa-
ny recorded a slight increase in net 
profi t, rising from OMR11.3 mil-
lion to OMR11.4 million. Voltamp 
Energy Company’s net profi t in-
creased from OMR6.8 million to 
over OMR7 million. Oman Flour 
Mills Company’s profi ts jumped 

from OMR4.3 million to approxi-
mately OMR6.9 million. Cement 
companies also achieved positive 
results, benefi ting from increased 
demand for their products and a 
rise in real estate investment.

Oman Cement Company’s prof-
its increased from OMR4.7 mil-
lion to OMR6.9 million. Raysut 
Cement Company achieved net 
profi ts of OMR2.7 million, com-
pared to losses of OMR2.5 million 

in the fi rst half of last year. Many 
other industrial companies also
recorded good performance and an
increase in net profi ts.

Galfar Engineering and Con-
tracting’s net profi ts rose from
OMR71,000 to OMR2.5 million.
Dhofar Food and Investment net
profi ts rose from OMR332,000 to
OMR2.2 million and Gulf Mush-
room Production’s net profi ts rose
from OMR1.1 million to more than

OMR1.6 million.
The fi rst half of this year also 

saw two companies turn from loss-
es to profi ts these include Raysut 
Cement and Building Materials 
Industry Company. Three compa-
nies turned from profi ts to losses. 
These include Oman Chlorine, Na-
tional Industrial Detergents, and 
Salalah Mills.

The number of industrial com-
panies that announced their pre-
liminary fi nancial results for the 
fi rst half of this year reached 28 
companies, including 21 compa-
nies that recorded profi ts and eight 
companies that recorded losses. 
The preliminary fi nancial results 
indicated a decline in the losses of 
industrial companies in the fi rst 
half of this year to OMR3.1 million, 
compared to losses of OMR5.2 mil-
lion in the same period last year.

The Omani Fisheries Company 
recorded the highest losses at more 
than OMR1 million followed by 
the National Mineral Water Com-
pany in second place with losses 
amounting to OMR616,000 and 
Oman Chlorine in third place with 
losses amounting to OMR397,000.

The fi nancial results achieved 
by the industrial companies listed 
on the Muscat Stock Exchange 
were refl ected in the industrial 
sector index, which closed at the 
end of trading last June at 9,756 
points, recording an increase of 
1910 points.

The number of industrial com-
panies listed on the Muscat Stock 
Exchange is 36, including 5 com-
panies under liquidation. The fi rst 
half of this year witnessed the 
transformation of Majan Glass 
Company from a public sharehold-
ing company to a single-person 
company after its acquisition by Al 
Zumurud National Company.

This rise refl ects 

the improvement in

the local economic

environment,

supported by

government 

spending, increased

consumer confi dence, 

increased demand 

for Omani industrial

products, and lower 

fi nancing costs

Broad money 
supply in Oman 
grows by 12.7% 
to OMR28.6bn
Times News Service

MUSCAT: Broad money sup-
ply in the Sultanate of Oman 
witnessed a growth of 12.7 per-
cent on an annual basis reaching 
OMR28.6 billion by the end of 
May 2026. This increase came as
a result of a rise in narrow money 
by 26.9 percent and a rise in qua-
si-money by 7.1 percent, which
consists of the sum of savings and
time deposits in Omani rials, plus 
certifi cates of deposit issued by 
banks, in addition to margin ac-
counts and all foreign currency 
deposits in the banking sector.

The report issued by the Cen-
tral Bank of Oman (CBO) indi-
cated that cash held by the public 
increased by 12.1 percent, while
demand deposits saw an increase

of 29.8 percent. Regarding the
interest rate structure of con-
ventional commercial banks, the
weighted average interest rate on
Omani Rial deposits decreased
from 2.708 percent in May 2025
to 2.366 percent in May 2026, and
the weighted average interest rate
on Omani Rial loans decreased
from 5.551 percent to 5.327 per-
cent during the same period.

The average overnight inter-
bank lending rate fell to 3.375
percent in May 2026, compared
to 4.394 percent in May 2025,
as a result of the weighted aver-
age interest rate on repurchase
operations falling to 4.250 per-
cent, compared to 5 percent
during the same period last year,
in line with the policies of the
US Federal Reserve.

C B O  R E P O R T

Local purchases on MSX exceed 

OMR154 million in weekly trading
Times News Service

MUSCAT: Local purchases on the 
Muscat Stock Exchange (MSX) 
rose in trading during the week, 
exceeding OMR154 million, com-
pared to OMR125 million in the 
week before.

This was on the back of strong 
demand of Omani individual in-
vestors, funds and local invest-
ment institutions to buy, taking 
advantage of the declines recorded 
by stocks over the past two weeks 
as well as the positive expectations 
for the coming period after compa-
nies listed on the stock exchange 
announced an increase in their net 
profi ts in the fi rst half of this year.

The week saw the value of trad-
ing rise to OMR182.7 million com-
pared to OMR137 million in the 
week before, registering a growth 
of 33 percent. Local purchases ac-
counted for 84.7 percent of the to-
tal value of trading, compared to 
sales of 74.7 percent of the trades.

Trading data issued by the Mus-
cat Stock Exchange indicated con-
tinued selling pressure on many 
stocks. The number of securities 
whose prices declined reached 65 
securities, compared to 13 securi-
ties whose prices rose and 22 se-
curities that remained unchanged 
at their previous levels. These de-
clines pushed the stock exchange 
indices to close lower.

The main index fell by 363 
points during the past week, after 
falling by 163 points in the week 
before, to close Thursday’s trading 
at 7117 points. The fi nancial sector 
index recorded the largest losses, 
declining by 412 points, while the 
industrial sector index fell by 275 
points, the services sector index by 
155 points, and the Sharia index by 
23 points, closing at 572 points.

The market capitalisation was 
aff ected by the selling waves at the 
end of the week’s trading to fall at 
OMR37.17 billion, recording week-
ly losses of OMR877.9 million.

The week also saw a surge in de-
mand for Bank Muscat shares, with 
trading value reaching OMR40.2 
million, representing 22 percent of 

the total trading value. The share 
price fell to 369 baisa during trad-
ing before recovering some of its 
losses and closing at 383 baisa, reg-
istering a weekly decline of 9 baisa. 
The share had surpassed the 500 
baisa level at its peak this year, but 
the pressures that the shares have 
been under for several months 
have reduced these gains.

Bank Sohar International’s stock 
attracted investor interest as the 
bank began off ering 1.0587 billion 
shares for preemptive rights from 
July 21 to 26 at a price of 141 baisa 
per share. Trading volume reached 
OMR27.9 million, representing 15.2 
percent of total trading.

The preemptive rights, upon 
their listing on the stock exchange, 
saw strong investor demand, with 

456 transactions involving the trad-
ing of over 20 million rights at pric-
es ranging from 6 to 20 baisa. The
rights closed at 14 baisa. Bank So-
har aims to increase its capital from
OMR702.5 million to OMR849.6
million through this off ering. The
share price closed at 172 baisa at
the end of the week’s trading, down
10 baisa during the week.

OQ Basic Industries ranked
third among the most traded com-
panies in terms of trading value
with OMR25.5 million, repre-
senting about 14 percent of the
total trading value. Omantel came
in fourth with trading value of 
OMR17 million and OQ Gas Net-
works ranked fi fth with trades
valued at OMR16.2 million, rep-
resenting 8.8 percent of the total

trading value.
SMN Power Holdings shares 

led the gainers, rising 6.3 percent 
to close at 202 baisa. Shell Oman 
Marketing shares climbed to 800 
baisa, up 2.5 percent. Ahli Bank 
shares rose 1.9 percent to close at 
214 baisa. Oman Chlorine shares 
increased 1.8 percent to close at 163 
baisa, and Oman Arab Bank shares 
climbed 1.6 percent to 242 baisa.

In contrast, Oman and Emirates 
Investment Holding Company’s 
stock led the losing stocks, declin-
ing by 21.6 percent and closing at 
112 baisa. Al Batinah Power Com-
pany’s stock fell by 11.1 percent 
and closed at 160 baisa, and Asyad 
Shipping Company’s stock record-
ed a decline of about 11 percent and 
closed at 243 baisa. 

M U S C A T  S T O C K  E X C H A N G E
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Trump threatens EU 
with tariff probe over 
Google and tech fines

BRUSSELS: US President Don-
ald Trump on Friday threatened 
to launch a tariff  investigation 
against the EU in response to the 
bloc’s anti-competition fi nes and 
other penalties levied against US 
tech giants like Google, Apple, Am-
azon and Meta. 

In particular, he cited Thurs-
day’s latest fi ne of €890 million 
(roughly $1 billion) issued against 
Google for allegedly giving unfair 
preference to its own search en-
gine and its Play app. 

Trump’s threats come just a few 
hours after his administration im-
posed its latest tariff s on the EU, 
and many other countries, for sup-
posedly not doing enough to pre-

vent imports made using forced
labor from their supply chains.

US trading partners and allies
like the EU, Japan and Australia 
have responded to these with a 
mixture of outrage and baffl  ement
at the new tariff s.

What did Trump say online?
Trump issued the warning in a 
lengthy post on his Truth Social
online platform.

“The European Union is at it
again and, as usual, taking direct
aim at GREAT American Compa-
nies!,” he wrote. 

He then listed a series of fi nes —
or cumulative totals of supposed
fi nes — against various tech com-
panies, which he falsely alleged
were issued “for no reason at all”
and “without explanation.” 

He mentioned the latest penalty 
to hit Google, and claimed this took
the total of their fi nes to “over 18
Billion Dollars!” without specifying 
a timeframe or evidence of any sort.

EU courts did recently uphold

a record fi ne of over $4 billion for 
Google — in a process that had 
been under review for almost eight
years — in one case among several
in recent years.

“The United States of America 
is not a ‘PIGGYBANK’ for Europe, 
nor will we allow it to be! Please
let this TRUTH serve to represent
that we will immediately initiate a 
301 Investigation in the practice of 
‘ROBBING’ American Companies
and, in turn, the American Taxpay-
er,” Trump wrote.

What is a 301 Investigation?
The 301 Investigations are the new
means Trump relies on to impose
tariff s, after the Supreme Court
declared he had overstepped his
authority with the near-global lev-
ies he imposed on what he called 
“Liberation Day” in 2025.

The so-called investigation re-
lies on the US internally demon-
strating what it deems to be unfair
trade practices against it in order 
to issue retaliatory sanctions and 

refers to Section 301 of the Trade 
Act of 1974. Dozens of such inves-
tigations are in the pipeline. 

“The European Union will pay 
a very big price for this illegal and 
highly unethical conduct, which 
I have consistently warned them 
about,” Trump wrote. “The penal-
ties will be entirely reveresed and, 
we anticipate, a substantial TAR-
IFF to be placed on them at the 
earlier moment. Stay tuned!”

US Trade Representative 
Jamieson Greer had already criti-
cized the decision on Thursday, 
saying the EU’s enforcement ac-
tion undermined “constructive 
dialogue” and posed a “real risk” to 
transatlantic trade stability.

The EU and US have been bick-
ering over the terms of their frag-
ile trade agreement reached last 
year amid Trump’s Liberation Day 
tariff  frenzy. The slow ratifi cation 
process across the EU’s 27-plus 
member states and the institu-
tions in Brussels has frustrated the 
Trump White House. -DW

US President Donald 
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will initiate a tariff 

investigation against 

the EU in response

to fi nes against US 

tech companies. He 
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that Google lost on

Thursday, as well as

others

Renewables make up

26% of EU energy use 

BRUSSELS: Provisional data for 
2025 show that the share of en-
ergy from renewable sources in 
gross fi nal energy consumption 
in the EU reached 26.2%, up from 
25.2% in 2024. 

The share has been rising since 
the time series began in 2004 (9.6 
per cent). However, there is still 
progress to be made, as the EU’s 
2030 renewable energy target 
is 42.5%. Achieving this target 
would require an annual average 
increase of 3.3 percentage points 
(pp) from 2026 to 2030, accord-
ing to Eurostat, the European 
Statistical Offi  ce.

Among EU countries, Sweden 
had the highest share of gross fi -
nal energy consumption coming 
from renewable sources, with 
65.4%. Sweden primarily relied 
on solid biomass, hydro and wind. 
Finland followed with 53.0%, re-
lying on solid biomass, wind and 
hydro, ahead of Denmark with 
48.2%, whose renewable energy 
is mainly sourced from solid bio-
mass, wind and biogas. The low-
est shares of renewables were 
recorded in Belgium (14.9%), Slo-
vakia (16.3%) and Ireland (17.2%).

When it came to gross elec-
tricity consumption in the EU, 
renewable energy sources ac-
counted for 49.9% in 2025, rep-
resenting a 2.4 pp increase from 
2024. For comparison, the share 
stood at 15.9% in 2004, when the 
time series began.

In Austria, 90.8% of gross elec-
tricity consumption came from 
renewable sources, and in Swe-
den that share was 89.2%. Den-
mark (77.7%), Portugal (65.6%), 
Greece (60.9%) and Spain 
(60.7%) also recorded renewable 
shares above 60%.

In contrast, Malta (11.2%),
Czechia (19.2%), Luxembourg 
(23.3%), Slovakia (24.1%) and Cy-
prus (27.5%) registered the low-
est shares.

The use of renewable energy 
sources in heating and cooling 
continued to increase in the EU, 
with the share reaching 27.4% 
in 2025, the highest value since 
the time series started in 2004 
(11.7%). The share increased 
by 0.7 pp compared with 2024 
(26.7%), slightly below the aver-
age annual increase from 2004 to 
2025 (0.75 pp). -WAM

E U R O S T A T

India and Tanzania review trade, defence, and digital ties

DAR ES SALAAM: India and
Tanzania held the 3rd Foreign Of-
fi ce Consultations (FOC) in Dar es
Salaam to review and strengthen
bilateral cooperation across trade,
defence, digital public infrastruc-
ture, and healthcare.

The Ministry of External Aff airs
stated on Friday that the meeting 
was led by Janesh Kain, Joint Sec-
retary (East & Southern Africa) in
India’s MEA, and Felister Rugamb-
wa, Director of the Asia and Aus-
tralasia Department in Tanzania’s
Ministry of Foreign Aff airs and
East African Cooperation.

On the sidelines of the talks, Kain
also called on Ambassador Samwel
William Shelukindo, Permanent
Secretary for Foreign Aff airs and
East African Cooperation.

During the consultations, both
delegations reviewed the full spec-
trum of bilateral ties, focusing on
trade and investment, develop-
ment partnerships, defence and
security cooperation, digital public
infrastructure, agriculture, health-

care, culture, and people-to-people
exchanges, the MEA stated.

To further momentum in key 
sectors, both sides agreed to or-

ganise upcoming meetings of the 
Joint Commission Meeting (JCM) 
and the Joint Defence Cooperation 
Committee on mutually conveni-

ent dates.
Beyond bilateral cooperation, 

offi  cials exchanged views on re-
gional and international issues of 

mutual interest, expressing sat-
isfaction with their close coordi-
nation at the United Nations and 
other multilateral forums.

The MEA noted that the two na-
tions agreed to hold the next round 
of Foreign Offi  ce Consultations in 
India.

Earlier, the President of Zanzi-
bar, United Republic of Tanzania 
and Chairman of the Revolution-
ary Council, Hussein Ali Mwinyi, 
arrived in India on an offi  cial visit 
from July 17-20, at the invitation of 
CP Radhakrishnan, Vice President 
of India. He was accompanied by 
First Lady Mariyam Mwinyi.

President Mwinyi and Vice
President CP Radhakrishnan re-
viewed the full spectrum of India-
Tanzania relations and explored 
new avenues to expand the bilat-
eral cooperation in areas such as 
blue economy, tourism, technol-
ogy, health and education, the Min-
istry of External Aff airs said in an 
offi  cial statement.

According to the statement,

President Mwinyi held bilateral 
discussions with the Vice Presi-
dent of India. “Both leaders re-
viewed the full spectrum of India-
Tanzania relations and explored 
new avenues to expand the bilat-
eral cooperation in areas such as 
blue economy, tourism, technol-
ogy, health and education.”

“The two sides positively as-
sessed recent expansion in bilat-
eral trade and investment linkages 
and development partnership,” the 
statement added.

“President Mwinyi extended an 
invitation to the Vice President of 
India to pay an offi  cial visit to Tan-
zania, which was graciously ac-
cepted”.External Aff airs Minister 
S Jaishankar called on the visiting 
dignitary on Sunday.

The discussions focused on the 
wide-ranging development part-
nership between the two coun-
tries, including the development of 
IIT Madras Zanzibar as a Centre of 
Excellence of Higher Education in 
Africa, it added. -ANI

 3 R D  F O R E I G N  O F F I C E  C O N S U L T A T I O N S

Global electricity demand will grow by 3.6% in 2026

PARIS: Global electricity demand 
is set to grow at a faster pace this 
year than last – even as power sys-
tems worldwide contend with ener-
gy market turmoil and volatile pric-
es, according to a new IEA report.

While recent disruptions to 
global natural gas markets due to 
the war in the Middle East have 
pushed up electricity generation 
costs in many regions, strong un-
derlying demand from industry, 
appliances, cooling, electric vehi-
cles and data centres is expected to 
keep global electricity consump-
tion on a fi rm upward trajectory.

The IEA’s latest Electricity Mid-
Year Update forecasts that global 
electricity demand will grow by 
3.6% in 2026 and by a further 3.8% 
in 2027 – up from 3% growth in 
2025. Global electricity consump-
tion is projected to reach 30,700 ter-
awatt-hours (TWh) in 2027, com-
pared with 28,600 TWh in 2025.

Renewables are on track to be-
come the world’s largest source of 
electricity generation in 2026, over-
taking coal after reaching near par-
ity in 2025. Renewable generation is 
set to grow by more than 8% in 2026, 
and it is poised to increase its share 

of global electricity generation from 
33% in 2025 to 37% by 2027.

Solar power continues to lead 
growth in electricity supply world-
wide. Solar PV generation is set to 
expand strongly over the next two 
years, overtaking wind power in 
2026 to become the world’s sec-
ond-largest source of renewable 
electricity generation after hydro-
power. Solar PV’s global electricity 
output is forecast to increase by 
around 600 TWh in 2026, match-
ing the record annual growth 
achieved in 2025, with similarly 
robust expansion expected in 2027.

The report fi nds that as renew-
able generation expands world-
wide, negative wholesale elec-
tricity prices are becoming more 
common in some markets. These 
occurrences broadly signal insuf-
fi cient fl exibility in the system due 
to technical, regulatory or con-
tractual reasons. At the same time, 
wider price swings throughout the 
day are increasing the importance 
of fl exibility, including battery 
storage and demand response, for 
maintaining reliable and effi  cient 
electricity system.

The world’s largest economies 

are set to see strong rises in elec-
tricity consumption. In China, 
demand growth is expected to ac-
celerate to 5.5% in 2026, pushed 
higher by manufacturing activ-
ity and expanding electric vehicle 
charging. In India, demand growth 
is forecast to rebound strongly 
to 7% following weather-related 
weakness in 2025.

Among advanced economies, 
growth remains robust at close 
to 2% in the United States and in 
the European Union. By contrast, 
sharply higher fuel costs and sup-
ply disruptions are weighing on 
electricity consumption in more 
price-sensitive LNG-importing 
markets in Asia, including Paki-
stan and Bangladesh.

The report cautions that weath-
er-related developments may af-
fect electricity demand trends 
signifi cantly, adding uncertainty 
to the outlook. A stronger-than-ex-
pected El Niño event in 2026 could 
boost electricity demand further 
by raising cooling needs while si-
multaneously reducing hydropow-
er and wind generation in some re-
gions, increasing reliance on other 
sources of generation. -WAM

I E A  R E P O R T

Major Chinese 
shale oil zone
reports output
of over 700,000 
tonnes in 2025

BEIJING: China has established 
its fi rst national shale oil dem-
onstration zone in a continental 
faulted lake basin at the Shengli 
Jiyang oilfi eld in east China’s 
Shandong Province, with it 
achieving annual output exceed-
ing 700,000 tonnes in 2025, ac-
cording to a report released by the 
National Energy Administration. 
The demonstration zone reported 
proven geological reserves of 327 
million tonnes, the report added.

The project is China’s third 
national-level shale oil demonstra-
tion zone, following those in Xin-
jiang in northwest China and Hei-
longjiang in the northeast. It aims 
to improve the country’s techno-
logical system for shale oil explora-
tion and development in continen-
tal faulted lake basins, overcome 
key technical bottlenecks, achieve 
major exploration and production 
breakthroughs. -Xinhua

E M O N S T R A T I O N  Z O N E 
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P R I N T  E D I T I O N

 VACANCYCARGORENT

RENT OR SALE?

Email to : amcoman@ 
choueirigroup.com

Email: amcoman@choueirigroup.com

PLACE 
YOUR 

ADVT HERE
Send your ad to: amcoman@

choueirigroup.com

CARGO MADE 
SIMPLE

Advertise with us

Send your advertisement to: 
amcoman@choueirigroup.com

ACCOUNTS/FINANCE
Doing CA, 30 yrs 
experience in accounts, 
trading, FMCG, 
manufacturing unit , 
can handle accounts 
department individually 
till finalisation and 
Vat returns.  Looking 
for a suitable position.  
Immediate joining 
Contact  74169035 

Chief Accountant, finance 
manager Indian male 
with 19 yrs experience 
in Oman. Accounts up to 
finalization. MIS, audit, tax, 
VAT. Contact 78543201 
E-mail : kramct2021@
gmail.com 

ARCHITECT
Indian male, B.Arch 
(5 yrs) graduate, 
1 yr experience in 
Architectural planning, 
conceptual & interior 
design, exterior facade 
design, drafting, and 3D 
visualization. Software 
certified,seeking suitable 
employment. Contact: 
98503696.

DESIGNER/AUTOCAD 
D/MAN

Experienced Indian 
male, 23 yrs old, seeks 
job in Interior designing. 
Skilled in AutoCAD and 3D 
design software. Contact: 
95863868.

DRIVER

Driver with 13 yrs 
experience looking for 
job in Muscat. Contact: 
93381270, 79737474

EDUCATION/
TRAINING

TESOL /TEFL certified  
Montessori, kindergarten  
teacher  seeking a 
position in a reputed 
school/ kindergarten. 
Currently in Oman on a 
family visa with a valid 
Oman D/L. Contact: 
76963122. Email: 
sajiresmi@gmail.com 

ENGINEER

Electrical Engineer 
(B.Tech) with more than 2 
yrs of experience in Oman, 
seeking an opportunity 
in the Electrical or MEP 
field, valid Oman D/L 
and available to join 
immediately. Contact: 
75220047 Email: 
harikrishnanmini @gmail.
com 

Mechanical Engineer 
with 11+yrs experience 
in projects & marketing 
in Oman having 
valid D/L. Seeking 
suitable placement. 
Contact : 91162085 

IT

Indian male, MCA, 
experience in network 
admin, IT support, website 
and Odoo ERP.Contact : 
79701775 

LOGISTICS

Business Administration 
finalist specializing 
in Transportation & 
Operations, with 2+ years 
of experience in logistics 
holding valid Oman D/L. 
Contact:  +968 90102466  
Email: thejasak18@gmail.
com

Experienced male 
seeking a position as 
Senior warehouse, 
logistics inventory lead 
position. Contact: +968 
9583 9151 Email:jpeer78@
gmail.com 

MBA Logistics & supply 
chain professional with 
1+ yr GCC-region logistics 
experience seeking 
opportunities in logistics, 
supply chain, operations 
or warehouse. Available 
immediately in Oman. 
Contact: +968 93185044.

MANAGER

Business development Business development
& project management& project management 
professionalprofessional with 20+ yrs with 20  yrs
of experience in oil & gasof experience in oil & gas 
trading, tendering, business trading, tendering, busine
systemization, planning,systemization, planning, 
procurement and ISO QMS.procurement and ISO QMS. 
possesses managerial and possesses managerial and
team lead skills. Contact: team lead 
91799438

SALES/MARKETING
Sales Exe. 17+yrs GCC 
retail, outdoor exp. 
Any sales. Arabic, hindi, 
malayalam. Omani license. 
Contact: +96898353365

Indian male, BBA, 3 yrs gulf 
experience in Sales & logistics. 
Currently in Oman with valid 
D/L, seeks suitable position. 
Contact: +968 75103313.Email : 
Basimismail008@gmail.com 

Indian M(36) MBA with Oman 
10 yrs exp in FMCG industry 
in Oman Contact: 79755795 

Indian male, BBA, 
20 yrs experience in 
Sales & marketing in 
Oman,holding valid Oman 
D/L seeks suitable placement. 
Contact: 93011232. Email: 
jitinjoshua920@gmail.com

ACCOUNTS/FINANCE

Accountant in Oman seeks 
a job. Contact : 92106856 

CA (Inter), 26 yrs 
experience as an Internal 
auditor in RGO , Oman,and 
8 yrs experience in 
manufacturing unit 
accounts & finance 
Manager. Looking for 
a suitable position.  
Immediate Joining. 
Contact 96027715

40yr female (MBA 
finance) as accountant 
14 yrs experience in 
Oman with D/L & own car. 
Contact: 98582376

Indian finance 
professional, male, with 
32+ yrs of experience in 
financial management, 
budgeting, and accounting, 
having Omani D/L with 
car & valid visa with NOC 
. Contact +968-97078438.
Email  santhu2006@
hotmail.com 

JOB WANTED

JOB WANTED

JOB WANTED

JOB VACANCY

CHANGE OF NAME

Quality car rentals
at competitive prices.

WJ Towell Group Company
2,000

Muscat
9679 0684

Sohar

Salalah

9731 6218
9429 9325

www.orbit-oman.com

FINANCE

CONTACT : 75156709

ENGINEER

Contact, WA +968 79880602, +91 7200747471

FINANCE

SUPPLY CHAIN
Indian, male, MBA with 17 yrs

Oman experience in supply chain
(procurement, warehousing & logistics) 

SAP knowledge, looking for suitable
placement.  Ready to join immediately.

Contact : 92813310

ENGINEER

WA/Call: +968 95945230, +91 7356745478

as an Estimation Engineer, specializing in 
steel sheet metal fabrication. Currently in 

India, available for immediate joining. 

MECHANICAL ENGINEER (Indian) 

Email: arungopalakrishnan85@yahoo.com

Reputed SME Subcontractors
Project: Hay Al Wafaa - Sultante Haitham City, Al Seeb

Contact Person: Mr. Jawed Tariq,
Procurement Specialist - [ Mob.: +968 9986 1679 ]

REQUIRED URGENTLY
Al ABRAR ENGINEERING LLC

1) Concrete works including
Formwork and Bar bending

2) Plastering
3) Tile works
4) Painting works

5) False ceiling works
6) Electrical works
7) Plumbing works
8) Landscaping works

SALES & MARKETING
Seeking a suitable position in
SALES, MARKETING 

having 16 yrs of experience in Oman & 25 yrs 
of total 

Contact: 9497 6056

Send your advertisement to amcoman@choueirigroup.com

URGENT HIRING
OMAN (LOCAL EXPERIENCE REQUIRED)

hr@oasisgrace.com.. What’s app : 00968-99881459.. Fax : 24812226
Interested candidates can send cv’s to :

We are currently seeking Oman experienced 
professionals for the following positions:

 Civil - Quantity Surveyor  MEP - QA/QC Engineer

Minimum 5 years of local experience in Oman
Total experience of at least 12 years in the 

REQUIREMENTS:

experience
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WORLD

Europe wildfires rage on, 
forcing 200,000 from homes

MADRID: As wildfi res continue 
to engulf massive stretches of 
western France and central Spain, 
some 200,000 people have been 
forced to fl ee, with fl ames devour-
ing forests and homes near Bor-
deaux and Madrid.

Firefi ghters have said that the 
blazes, the largest recorded in 
both countries in recent years, 
are so massive that they cannot be 
tackled head on.

On France’s Atlantic coast, 
44,000 people were removed 
from the Cap Ferret peninsula, 
many by boat.

Towns near Bordeaux, the 
famed town popular with tour-
ists, were evacuated “as a precau-
tion” as strong winds fueled ap-
proaching fl ames.

On Saturday morning, regional 
authorities further ordered the 
evacuation of three of the city’s 
western suburbs “to ensure resi-

dents’ safety.”
In all, French authorities say 

more than 140,000 people have
been evacuated in France’s
western Gironde and Landes de-
partments.

In Spain, the Interior Minis-
try said 60,000 have been forced
to flee.

EU sending fi refi ghting
aircraft to France and Spain
Authorities in France say the
country’s two main blazes were
sparked accidentally, however, as

summers become drier and hotter 
the magnitude of such fi res has in-
creased exponentially.

French Interior Minister Lau-
rent Nunez, who said the govern-
ment would do everything pos-
sible to protect citizens, warned 
that a wind shift had transformed 
the Cap Ferret blaze into “a large, 
self-sustaining fi re that is ex-
tremely diffi  cult to bring under 
control.”

“It is now moving east, toward 
the Bordeaux metropolitan area,” 
added Nunez, who pledged, “We 

are going to reorganise our re-
sponse so we can fi ght it from the 
ground and prevent it from ad-
vancing toward Bordeaux.”

French President Emmanuel 
Macron called for European Un-
ion assistance on Friday as well 
as the mobilization of the French 
army to halt fi res that have so 
far destroyed 22,000 hectares 
(54,000 acres) of land.   

The European Commission an-
nounced that it is sending three 
fi refi ghting aircraft to France and 
four to Spain in an eff ort to gain 

the upper hand.
This week’s fi res have injured 

dozens of fi refi ghters and killed
three of them — two in western
France and one in Sicily, Italy,
which is now also battling blazes.

Spain declares national 
emergency
In Spain, the government has de-
clared a national emergency as
two of the country’s three current
fi res, all burning near the capital
Madrid, merge into one.

Madrid’s regional emergency 
management services said the
massive blaze has now reached
“its peak and is currently beyond
the capacity of fi refi ghters to
contain.”

The largest active fi re in the re-
gion, in Guadalajara province, has
already laid waste to some 32,000
hectares.

Spanish Prime Minister Pedro
Sanchez is scheduled to visit af-
fected areas west of the capital on
Saturday, as temperatures in the
region are expected to top 39 de-
grees Celsius (102 Fahrenheit).

High winds are also in the fore-
cast, which will make things even
more diffi  cult for fi refi ghters.

NASA abandons comms
facility amid Spain’s 
summer of fi re
The US space agency NASA on
Saturday reported that it had
been forced to evacuate its Ma-
drid Deep Space Communications
Complex (MDSCC), which is lo-
cated in the region. The facility is
one of three worldwide that allow
the agency to communicate with
spacecraft in distant parts of the
galaxy — the others are located in
Australia and the US.

“The safety and well being of 
our personnel is our highest prior-
ity and our thoughts are with the
families and neighbours who are
also experiencing the impact of 
the wildfi res in the surrounding 
communities,” said a statement
released by the agency. — DW

Firefi ghters have 

said that the blazes, 

the largest recorded 

in both countries in 

recent years, are so 

massive that they 

cannot be tackled 

head on. On France’s

Atlantic coast, 

44,000 people were

removed from the 

Cap Ferret peninsula, 

many by boat

US and UK plan 
London summit 
to form maritime 
coalition: Report

WASHINGTON, DC: The United 
States and the United Kingdom 
are planning a high-level meeting 
in London next week to form an 
international coalition to protect 
commercial shipping in the Strait
of Hormuz, according to a report 
by Axios. Citing European diplo-
mats and sources familiar with
the matter, Axios reported that the
meeting could gather defence min-
isters and military leaders from 
Western and Middle Eastern na-
tions, including US Defence Secre-
tary Pete Hegseth and Joint Chiefs 
Chairman Gen. Dan Caine.

The itinerary and date are still
under discussion and haven’t been 
fi nalised, it added. A White House 
offi  cial confi rmed the joint initia-
tive, while the British Embassy in 
Washington declined to comment, 
Axios reported.

Citing sources, Axios reported
that the move comes as the US 
aims to build on discussions that 
the UK and France had with mul-
tiple countries in recent months
about a potential international 
coalition for the Strait of Hormuz,
adding that Washington wants al-
lies to send de-mining vessels, na-
val vessels and drones to safeguard 
the waterway.

A European diplomat told Axios
that the eff ort is tied to a US exit 
strategy from the confl ict with 
Iran, noting, “The Americans are 
looking for a way out and they want 
our help.”

This follows US President Don-
ald Trump’s recent threat to es-
calate military actions against
Tehran, warning that Washington
would target one Iranian bridge
or power plant for every strike 
directed at commercial vessels 
navigating the Strait of Hormuz.
“Any time the Islamic Republic of 
Iran shoots at a ship in the Strait of 
Hormuz, whether it be by Missile,
Rocket, Drone, or any other device
or weapon, the United States will 
bomb and destroy ONE BRIDGE
OR POWER PLANT,” Trump 
wrote on social media. — ANI

S T R A I T  O F  H O R M U Z

UNESCO adds Lebanese, West Bank 

sites in World Heritage in Danger list
BERLIN: The United Nations 
cultural agency on Friday updat-
ed its list of World Heritage in 
Danger, with locations includ-
ing a Lebanese castle that Israeli 
forces recently captured as well 
as an archaeological site in the 
occupied West Bank, amid Is-
raeli objections.

The decision was made during 
a UN Educational, Scientifi c and 
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) 
meeting in South Korea’s Busan.

Members agreed that fi ve cas-
tles in Lebanon’s Mount Amel, 
including Beaufort Castle, and the 
West Bank’s Sebastia would both 
go on the agency’s World Heritage 
List and List of World Heritage in 
Danger. The decision came after 
reviewing the nominations on an 
emergency basis, citing ongoing 
confl icts in the Middle East.

Israel’s Foreign Ministry had 
urged the committee to reject the 
designation eff orts, calling the 
nominations a “weaponization of 
cultural heritage.”

What do we know about the 
UNESCO-designated sites?
Beaufort Castle is a Crusader 
fortress also known as Qalaat al-
Shakif. Israeli forces captured the 
fortress in May amid their military 
operations in southern Lebanon as 
part of the fi ght against Hezbollah.

The mountainous area where 
Beaufort and the other fi ve Jabal 
Amel listed castles are located has 
come under repeated Israeli bom-
bardment during the war.

UNESCO said the fortresses had 
sustained damage and faced ongo-
ing threats from the confl ict “seri-
ous enough to justify resorting to 
an emergency procedure.”

Lebanese Culture Minister 
Ghassan Salame told the French 
AFP news agency that only two 
of the castles were “within the 
Lebanese government’s reach” and 
accused Israel of having already 
destroyed Shamaa Castle and of 
threatening to demolish Beaufort.

Salame described the UNESCO 
listing as a “remarkable achieve-
ment in the eff ort to protect these 
important Lebanese historical 
landmarks.”

Meanwhile, Sebastia, the other 
site added on Friday, lies near the 
West Bank city of Nablus. It is 
thought to be the ancient Israeli 
and later Roman city of Samaria, 
with archaeological remains span-
ning the Iron Age, Roman, Byzan-
tine and Islamic periods.

Israel still uses the name Sama-
ria to refer to the northern West 
Bank. Israeli authorities have de-
veloped an interest in the site in re-
cent years, in 2025 taking control 
of around 200 hectares of Pales-
tinian land nearby for what it calls 
preservation and development 
purposes.

The site is important to the 
Palestinian tourism industry and 
threatened by the recent Israeli 
actions, including an Israelis-only 
road, a fence and entry fees.

“The integrity of the site is cur-
rently threatened by an expropria-

tion project aimed at subdividing 
the property and creating the ‘Sa-
maria’ (Shomron) National Park,” 
UNESCO said. Sebastia’s nomi-
nation to the UNESCO list was 
fi rst submitted by the Palestinian 
delegation to UNESCO in 2012. 
It argued the site remains largely 
undeveloped under Israeli control 
and requires additional conserva-
tion despite attracting tourists.

Adel Naim Daoud Atieh, a mem-
ber of the Palestinian delegation to 
UNESCO, said the World Heritage 
designation rewards the persever-
ance of Sebastia’s residents “who 
have protected this extraordinary 
site through generations, despite 
occupation, restrictions and re-
peated attempts to separate them 
from their own heritage.”

How has Israel responded?
Israeli Foreign Minister Gideon 

Saar slammed UNESCO for the 
listings, calling that of Samaria in 
particular an attempt at “erasing 
and denying the Jewish connec-
tion to this land.”

A member of the Israeli delega-
tion, attending the Busan meet-
ings as an observer after Israel 
withdrew from the organization in 
2019, said it was a “shame politi-
cisation has ruined UNESCO and 
led to mockery of history.”

In a statement on Tuesday, the
Israeli Foreign Ministry accused 
the Palestinian delegation of wag-
ing a “hostile, one-sided campaign” 
at UNESCO by falsely portraying 
Sebastia as an area facing an emer-
gency. Addressing the listing of the 
Lebanese Beaufort Castle, the Is-
raeli Foreign Ministry alleged that 
Hezbollah turned it into a military 
stronghold by building tunnels be-
neath the site and launching rock-
ets from the area.

At Friday’s meeting, a Lebanese
delegate said the castles have been 
used “only for cultural and tourism 
purposes” since Israel’s withdraw-
al from southern Lebanon in 2000 
and accused Israeli media of circu-
lating images of tourist facilities as 
military tunnels.

Israel’s withdrawal from UN-
ESCO was owed to what it called 
bias against it, accusing the UN 
agency of downplaying its histori-
cal ties to the Holy Land. — DW

U N  E D U C A T I O N A L ,  S C I E N T I F I C  A N D  C U L T U R A L  O R G A N I S A T I O N

Trump speaks at 

delayed White House 

Correspondents’ Dinner

WASHINGTON: US President 
Donald Trump addressed hun-
dreds of journalists at a scaled-
down and rescheduled White 
House Correspondents’ Dinner 
on Friday night.

The gala was held amid height-
ened security measures, three 
months after the original event 
was cut short by an alleged at-
tempt to assassinate Trump.

Trump delivered the speech at 
Washington’s Waldorf Astoria, 
a smaller venue that held only 
about 700 people, instead of its 
usual venue, the Washington 
Hilton.

Trump jokes about
possible third term 
“Just like my presidency, the 
second time is always better. It’s 
always better,” Trump said. “And 
the third time will be better yet.”

“I’m only kidding,” he added.
Trump has repeatedly sug-

gested that he would entertain 
the idea of a third term, despite 
the 22nd Amendment of the US 
Constitution barring a presi-
dent from being elected more 
than twice.

Trump makes light of shoot-
ing incident, praises Secret Ser-
vice offi  cer Trump also joked 
about the incident during April’s 
gala, when a gunman tried to 
storm a security checkpoint be-
fore he was stopped by security 
personnel before making it into 
the ballroom where the dinner 
was being held.

“After hearing the gunshots, 

many people yelled, ‘Get down! 
Get down!’, which caused Nicki 
Minaj to start twerking. Do you 
believe it? Get down!” Trump 
said. The president also praised 
Victor Gonzalez, the Secret Ser-
vice offi  cer who was shot during 
the April confrontation with the 
suspect. “What he did was amaz-
ing,” Trump said. “We salute you 
and we thank you with all of our 
hearts.”

What else did Trump say 
during the White House 
Correspondents’ Dinner?
This year’s events were the fi rst 
Trump has attended as president. 
He did not appear at any corre-
spondents’ dinners during his 
fi rst term.

Trump said he had not attend-
ed previous dinners because the 
press has treated him “unfairly,” 
although he promised to come 
back next year.

The US president has long had 
a hostile relationship with many 
journalists and media outlets .

During his speech, he attacked 
some journalists, including 
CNN’s Kaitlan Collins — whom 
Trump repeatedly complained 
about not smiling enough — and 
Josh Dawsey of The Wall Street 
Journal. Both were honored with 
journalism awards at the gala.

Despite those barbs, Trump 
ended his speech, which lasted 
over an hour, by saying that he 
has “tremendous respect” for the 
reporters attending the dinner.

— DW
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Most adults can 
safely consume 
up to 400 mg of 
caff eine per day, 
equivalent to up 

to fi ve 8-ounce cups of caff einated 
coff ee, without increasing cardio-
vascular risk, according to a new 
scientifi c statement released by 
the American Heart Association 
(AHA).

The review also suggests that 
moderate coff ee consumption 
may be associated with a lower 
risk of several cardiovascular con-
ditions, although researchers cau-
tion that individual responses to 
caff eine can vary.

Published in the peer-reviewed 
journal Circulation, the AHA sci-
entifi c statement reviews the lat-
est evidence on caff eine and car-
diovascular disease.

It concludes that consuming up 

to 400 mg of caff eine daily, par-
ticularly through black caff ein-
ated coff ee without added sugars
or cream, is generally safe for most
adults and may be linked to a lower
risk of heart disease, heart failure
and stroke in some individuals.

“Caff eine consumed in coff ee is
a key part of daily life for millions
of people, and in our review of the
most recent research, for most
adults, intake of up to 400 mg of 
caff eine/day, the equivalent of up
to 5 cups of caff einated coff ee per
day without added sugars or fi ll-
ers, is safe and does not increase
cardiovascular risk,” said Grego-
ry M Marcus, MD, MAS, FAHA,
chair of the scientifi c statement
writing group and professor of 
medicine at the University of Cal-
ifornia, San Francisco.

He added, “However, high doses
of caff eine, such as those found in

energy drinks including energy 
shots, may have harmful eff ects on 
the heart and should be avoided.”

The statement notes that cof-
fee remains the primary source 
of caff eine in most research 
studies, making it diffi  cult to 
separate the eff ects of caff eine 
from other naturally occurring 
compounds in coff ee. Research-
ers also pointed out that obser-
vational studies cannot establish 
cause and eff ect, while ingredi-
ents commonly added to coff ee, 
such as sugar, fl avoured syrups, 
milk and cream, may infl uence 
health outcomes.

According to the review, drink-
ing two to four cups of caff einated 
coff ee per day has been linked to a 
lower risk of heart disease, heart 
failure and stroke. However, con-
suming more than four cups daily 
may increase the risk of heart 

failure in some people.
The report also highlights that 

black caffeinated coffee with-
out additives has been associ-
ated with a lower risk of Type 2 
diabetes, heart disease, stroke, 
heart failure and some irregu-
lar heart rhythms. At the same 
time, randomised clinical trials 
found that caffeine in coffee may 
reduce the risk of atrial fibrilla-
tion while increasing the likeli-
hood of premature ventricular 
contractions (PVCs).

Researchers warned that not 
all caff einated products have the 
same impact. Energy drinks and 
energy shots often contain sig-
nifi cantly higher concentrations 
of caff eine, ranging from 40-69 
mg per fl uid ounce, compared 
with 9.4-20.6 mg per fl uid ounce 
in regular brewed coff ee. These 
products have been associated 

with increased blood pressure and 
abnormal heart rhythms.

The scientific statement also 
explains that caffeine affects 
people differently depending 
on genetics, metabolism, age, 
medications and habitual caf-
feine intake. Short-term effects 
may include temporary increas-
es in blood pressure, heart rate, 
blood sugar and alertness, while 
some individuals may experi-
ence heart palpitations or sleep 
disruption.

Marcus emphasised that mod-
eration and individual tolerance 
remain important.

“Although research suggests 
that caff eine consumption may be 
associated with certain cardiovas-
cular benefi ts for some people, it’s 
important to remember that there 
is no ‘one-size-fi ts-all’ strategy for 
safe caff eine consumption. People 

can respond very diff erently to
caff eine based on various factors,
such as age, medications, under-
lying health conditions, genetics
and how quickly their bodies me-
tabolize it. What may be a reason-
able amount for one person could
cause unwanted eff ects, such as
heart palpitations, anxiety or sleep
disruption, in another. That’s why 
it’s important to pay attention to
how your body responds to caf-
feine and talk with your healthcare
team about what is right for you,”
he said.

The American Heart Associa-
tion added that more randomised
controlled trials are needed to
better understand how diff er-
ent sources of caff eine-including 
tea, soda, energy drinks and sup-
plements--aff ect cardiovascular
health and why responses vary 
among individuals. - ANI
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Qatar defeat Oman as youth handball team fi nishes 10th in China
ZHUZHOU; Oman’s youth hand-
ball team concluded its campaign
at the 19th Asian Men’s Youth
Handball Championship with
a 45-24 defeat against Qatar in
Saturday’s ninth-place playoff ,
fi nishing the continental tour-
nament in 10th place after two
weeks of challenging competition
in Zhuzhou, China.

Although the fi nal score re-
fl ected Qatar’s superiority, the
championship provided invalu-
able international experience for
the young Omani squad, which
faced some of Asia’s strongest
teams in a tournament that also
served as a qualifi cation event for
the 2027 IHF Men’s Youth World
Championship.

Qatar controlled the match from
the opening minutes, taking ad-

vantage of its greater depth and ex-
perience to establish an early lead.

Oman, however, continued to 
fi ght throughout the contest de-
spite dealing with injuries and fa-
tigue accumulated over a demand-
ing tournament schedule.

The Qatari side built a com-
manding 26-9 halftime advan-
tage, capitalising on quick transi-
tions and clinical fi nishing, while 
Oman’s attacking opportunities 
were limited by a well-organised 
defensive unit.

The Omani team showed greater 
determination after the break and 
produced a much-improved sec-
ond-half performance.

Captain Saeed Al Hasani led the 
response with several goals, while 
Ghassan Al Mashari continued his 
impressive off ensive display, help-

ing Oman score 15 goals in the sec-
ond half compared to nine before 
the interval.

Despite the improvement, Qa-
tar maintained control of the
contest and secured a comfort-
able 45-24 victory, claiming ninth 
place, while Oman fi nished the
tournament in 10th.

Throughout the championship, 
Oman competed against Saudi 
Arabia, Hong Kong China, China, 
Bahrain, Chinese Taipei and Qatar, 
gaining valuable exposure against 
diff erent playing styles and some 
of the continent’s most established 
youth programmes.

The experience is expected to 
play an important role in the devel-
opment of the current generation 
of players.

Head Coach Highlights Need for 

Long-Term Development Oman 
head coach Kamel Hdidder ac-
knowledged Qatar’s superiority, 
emphasizing that the diff erence 
between the two teams extended 
well beyond the match itself.

“Qatar deserved the victory,” 
Hdidder said after the game.

 “They have a much larger player 
pool and greater squad depth than 
we do. We came into this tourna-
ment without four important play-
ers because of injuries and suspen-
sion, which forced us to rely on a 
very limited rotation throughout 
the competition.”

The Tunisian coach explained 
that fatigue had a signifi cant im-
pact on his team’s performances, 
with six or seven players carrying 
the workload over fi ve demanding 
matches.

 I N V A L U A B L E  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  E X P E R I E N C E

NEW YORK: Olympic champion
Noah Lyles reaffi  rmed his status
as the world’s premier sprinter
after blazing to a season-leading 
9.77 seconds to win the men’s
100m title at the 2026 USA Track
and Field Championships on Fri-
day (local time), clinching his
third national crown in the event.

The victory, following his tri-
umphs in 2018 and 2024, saw
Lyles overcome a sluggish start
before surging past the fi eld in the
closing stages at Icahn Stadium.
As he crossed the fi nish line, the
29-year-old celebrated in trade-
mark fashion, according to Olym-
pics.com.

“Yes sir!” he shouted before
throwing his arms into the air.

Ronnie Baker fi nished second
in 9.88, while defending cham-
pion and two-time Olympic 200m
medallist Kenny Bednarek also
clocked 9.88 to take third. Lyles’

training partner Christian Cole-
man, the 2019 world champion, 
placed fourth in 9.93.

The winning time eclipsed Ja-
maican Oblique Seville’s 9.82, set 
at the Jamaican Championships 

last month, to become the fastest 
100m of the year.

Lyles said he had anticipated a 
sub-9.80 performance after en-
couraging signs in training.

“Yeah, I knew that 9.7 was com-

ing,” he said, as per Olympics.com.
The American believes the per-

formance sends a strong message 
to his rivals as the build-up begins 
towards the Los Angeles 2028 
Olympic Games.

He said, “I think I made an ‘I’m 
still the world’s fastest man’ state-
ment. I think that I was playing 
around, so I think that every-
body’s going to tighten up, because 
if they’re playing around, then 
shoot, I must be winning tag.”

Despite not getting out of the 
blocks cleanly, Lyles said the race 
turned into one of the fi nest of his 
career after remaining composed 
and gradually reeling in the lead-
ers. “Technically, I think it was the 
best race I’ve had so far,” he added.

He credited his coach’s advice 
and Coleman’s fast start for help-
ing him stay focused instead of 
panicking.

Looking ahead, Lyles has no in-
tention of easing off  despite this 
being viewed as an “off  year” in the 
international athletics calendar. 
The eight-time world champion 
is set to return for the men’s 200m 
on Sunday, where victory would 
hand him a record sixth US title in 
the event.

“Shoot, I’m just having fun. Just 
because it’s an off -year doesn’t 
mean that I plan to run slow. I’m 
not showing up to run slower. This 
is me being me. Being me is domi-
nant. Being me is consistent,” said 
Lyles.

With his world-leading per-
formance, Lyles heads into the 
remainder of the season in formi-
dable form, underlining why he 
remains the benchmark in global 
sprinting. -ANI
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I’m just having fun: 
Noah Lyles storms to 
third US 100m title

India, Pakistan in

diff erent groups in 

Asian Games draw

NEW DELHI: Defending cham-
pions India are in a diff erent pool 
from arch-rivals Pakistan for 
the men’s hockey competition at 
the Asian Games 2026 and the 
two sides cannot meet before the 
knockout stage of the continental 
showpiece.

The draw, confi rmed by the or-
ganisers on Friday, placed India 
in Pool A alongside hosts Japan, 
South Korea, Bangladesh, Sri 
Lanka and Indonesia. Pakistan are 
in Pool B with Malaysia, China, 
Oman, Uzbekistan and Thailand, 
according to Olympics.com.

The draw means an India-Paki-
stan clash, one of Asian hockey’s 
most anticipated fi xtures, can only 
take place in the semi-fi nals or the 
medal matches if both teams pro-
gress beyond the league stage.

In the women’s competition, 
India are in Pool B with Japan, 
Thailand, Singapore, Indonesia 
and Uzbekistan. Pool A comprises 
China, South Korea, Malaysia, 
Kazakhstan, Chinese Taipei and 
Bangladesh.

A total of 12 teams will compete 
in both the men’s and women’s 
tournaments, with the sides di-
vided into two pools of six. The top 
two teams from each group will 
qualify for the semifi nals, while the 
remaining teams will play classifi -
cation matches.

The hockey competition at the 

Asian Games will be held from
September 18 to October 3 at the
Gifu Prefectural Green Stadium in
Kakamigahara, Japan. The women’s
medal matches are scheduled for
October 2, while the men’s podium
contests will take place a day later.

India’s men’s team will head to
Aichi-Nagoya as the defending 
champions. They won gold medal
at the Hangzhou Asian Games in
2023. Led by Harmanpreet Singh,
India defeated Japan in the fi nal
to claim their fourth Asian Games
title and secure direct qualifi cation
for the Paris Olympics.

The 2026 edition will once again
serve as the continental qualifi er
for the Los Angeles 2028 Olympic
Games, with the men’s gold medal-
lists earning an automatic Olym-
pic berth.

The Indian women’s team,
which claimed bronze at Hang-
zhou 2023, will aim to improve on
that performance and secure a re-
turn to the Olympics after missing 
qualifi cation for Paris 2024.

India’s men have won four Asian
Games hockey gold medals (1966,
1998, 2014 and 2023), while Paki-
stan remain the most successful
nation in the competition’s history 
with eight titles.

India’s women, meanwhile,
were inaugural champions in 1982
and will be chasing their fi rst Asian
Games gold in 44 years. -ANI

C O N T I N E N T A L  S H O W P I E C E

Italy close to appointing Andrea 

Pirlo as the new head coach

LeBron James joins Philadelphia 76ers 

for fi nal NBA chapter, eyes another title

ROME : Italy are reportedly on
the verge of appointing Andrea Pi-
rlo as their new head coach, with
an offi  cial announcement expect-
ed before the end of the weekend,
according to One Football.

Pirlo has emerged as the lead-
ing candidate to succeed Gennaro
Gattuso after high-profi le options
Pep Guardiola and Carlo Ance-
lotti reportedly turned down the
opportunity to manage the four-
time world champions.

The Italian Football Federation
(FIGC) had initially considered
several ambitious candidates.
Technical director Paolo Maldini
and special advisor Leonardo re-
portedly approached Ancelotti
fi rst before making contact with
Guardiola, but neither manager
was interested in taking the job.

Guardiola’s decision was re-
portedly based on factors beyond
fi nancial considerations. The
former Manchester City boss
was said to be seeking an annual
salary of around EUR 20 million,
which is signifi cantly higher than
the FIGC’s budget, according to
One Football.

However, Guardiola is also
believed to be keen on taking an
extended break from manage-
ment after spending a decade at
the Etihad Stadium. The 55-year-
old reportedly wants to prioritise
spending time with his family be-
fore deciding on his next manage-

rial role. With both Guardiola and
Ancelotti unavailable, the FIGC
shifted its focus to Pirlo.

The 47-year-old is currently 
managing UAE Pro League club
United FC, which he joined in
July 2025. However, reports indi-
cate that terminating his existing 
contract should not prevent him
from taking charge of the national
team, according to One Football.

Pirlo is expected to sign a con-
tract running through the 2030
World Cup and could earn around
EUR 1.5 million per year, con-
siderably less than the salaries
reportedly demanded by Guardi-
ola, Ancelotti, Antonio Conte and
Roberto Mancini.

A key member of Italy’s 2006
World Cup-winning side, Pirlo
has experienced mixed fortunes
since moving into management.
He won the Coppa Italia dur-
ing his only season in charge of 
Juventus before later coaching 
Turkish side Fatih Karagumruk
and Serie B outfi t Sampdoria.

Despite his inconsistent mana-
gerial record, Maldini and Leon-
ardo reportedly see Pirlo as a 
suitable long-term option for the
national team. His strong rela-
tionship with both former AC Mi-
lan teammates, coupled with his
admiration for his former mentor
Ancelotti, is understood to have
strengthened his position. -Xinhua

NEW YORK: NBA superstar LeB-
ron James has announced that he 
will join the Philadelphia 76ers 
for what he described as the fi nal 
chapter of his legendary career, 
with the veteran saying his deci-
sion was motivated purely by his 
desire to win another NBA cham-
pionship.

The 41-year-old, who is the 
NBA’s all-time leading scorer, con-
fi rmed the move on Friday, ending 
his eight-year association with the 
Los Angeles Lakers. James is set 
to embark on a record 24th NBA 
season with the 76ers as he looks 
to help the franchise secure its fi rst 
NBA championship in 43 years.

“This is my last decision. I’m not 
going for money. I’m not going for 
family. What am I really playing for 
at this point?” James wrote on X.

“I still want to sacrifi ce. I still 
want to work. I still want to grind. 
I still want to compete, to win and 
to have a chance at the feeling of 
winning another championship. I 
believe I can help make the Phila-
delphia 76ers a championship 
team and I am so excited to ener-
gize a new fan base and start this 
incredible journey one last time,” 
he added.

James said his decision to make 
the fi nal move of his career was 
driven by a single objective: win-
ning another championship.

After an eight-year stint with the 
Lakers, during which he helped the 

team secure the 2020 NBA title, 
the four-time champion spent the 
off season refl ecting on whether he 
still had the motivation to contin-
ue his playing career.

“I thought I was done when the 
season ended. I wasn’t ready to 
announce it, and I knew I needed 
some time to really decide, but I 
was pretty sure I played my last 
game,” James revealed.

“I was honest at that last press 
conference when I said I needed to 
look at myself and decide if I still 
love this game. I still truly love this 

game, and I have more to give,” he 
said.

James departed the Los Angeles 
Lakers in June following an eight-
year stint that produced mixed 
results. His time in Los Angeles 
included an NBA championship in 
his second season, when he helped 
the team win the title in the COV-
ID-19 bubble.

The four-time NBA MVP also 
set several records during his Lak-
ers tenure, most notably overtak-
ing Kareem Abdul-Jabbar as the 
NBA’s all-time leading scorer. -ANI

L E A D I N G  C A N D I D A T EN B A  S U P E R S T A R
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Hawana Salalah Hotels 
ready to welcome guests

The Khareef 2026 Season Has Offi  cially Begun

With the Khareef 2026 WWseason now underway, 
Hawana Salalah Hotels WW

are delighted to welcome guests 
from across Oman, the GCC, and 
international markets. Visitors 
can enjoy exceptional hospital-
ity, stunning beachfront locations, 
and convenient access to Salalah’s 
iconic seasonal attractions while 
experiencing the region’s unique 
climate and lush green landscapes.

The destination’s hospitality 
portfolio, comprising Salalah Ro-
tana Resort, Fanar Hotel, Juweira 
Boutique Hotel, and The Club 
by Fanar, off ers more than 1,200 
rooms, suites, and hotel apart-
ments designed to cater to fami-
lies, couples, and leisure travel-
ers. Guests can enjoy an extensive 
range of facilities, including swim-
ming pools, diverse dining experi-
ences, family-friendly activities, 
and direct access to Hawana Aqua 

Park, one of Salalah’s premier at-
tractions for families and adven-
ture enthusiasts.

Ideally located just 20 minutes
from the region’s key Khareef at-
tractions, Hawana Salalah Ho-
tels provide the perfect base for 
visitors looking to explore the lush 
greenery, mist-covered mountains, 
and natural beauty that defi ne the 
Khareef season.

To celebrate Khareef 2026,
Hawana Salalah Hotels has in-
troduced a selection of exclusive
accommodation packages and cu-
rated guest experiences, off ering 
exceptional value and memorable 
stays throughout the season. These 
tailored off erings are designed to 
help guests make the most of Sala-
lah’s unique weather and scenic 
surroundings, reinforcing the des-
tination’s position as one of the re-
gion’s most sought-after seasonal
escapes.
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DENZA B5: Uncompromised power 
meets intelligent hybrid performance

MUSCAT: Reshaping the Sultan-
ate’s luxury automotive sector,
the fl agship DENZA B5 has fi rmly 
established its presence as the ul-
timate expression of sophisticated
engineering and rugged capability.

Born from a heritage where
technology shapes elegance, this
premium off -road SUV breaks tra-
ditional boundaries. Purpose-built
to handle both the vibrant city 
layout of Muscat and the challeng-
ing geographic terrains across the
country, the B5 delivers an impos-
ing stance on the road, proving that
true adventure can coexist seam-
lessly with elite comfort. 

The technical foundation of the
DENZA B5 centres on its revolu-
tionary Dual Mode Off -road (DMO)
pioneering platform. This hybrid
body-on-frame architecture fuses
relentless mechanical strength
with exceptional energy effi  ciency.
Generating a massive 760 Nm of 
torque and a combined output of 
570 horsepower, the vehicle eff ort-
lessly rockets from 0 to 100 km/h
in a mere 4.8 seconds. Backed by 
three intelligent electronic dif-
ferential locks and an advanced
four-wheel-drive system, it guar-
antees absolute traction whether
conquering soft desert dunes or
cruising on open highways.

Unequaled ride composure

across Oman’s diverse landscapes 
is achieved through the vehicle’s 
state-of-the-art chassis engineer-
ing. The B5 comes equipped with 
the advanced DiSUS-P intelli-
gent active hydraulic suspension, 
which monitors driving surfaces 
in real time to independently ad-
just individual wheel height and 
damping stiff ness within milli-
seconds. Further strengthening 
its core is the innovative Cell-to-

Chassis (CTC) technology, inte-
grating high-density Blade cells 
directly into a rigid steel structure 
to enhance underbody protection 
and optimize handling stability on 
winding mountain tracks. 

While the exterior projects 
raw power through its distinctive 
mesh-style front grille and muscu-
lar, fl ared arches, the cabin is craft-
ed as an oasis of absolute calm. 
The premium interior highlights 

fi ne leather upholstery, a signature 
electric lift-up gear selector, and an 
expansive panoramic sunroof with 
an electric sunshade. Front oc-
cupants enjoy a fi rst-class lounge 
experience featuring multi-mode 
massage, heating, and ventilation 
functions. Engineered perfectly 
for long-distance travel under 
the regional sun, a built-in com-
fort console in the center armrest 
serves as both a fridge and hotbox 

to keep refreshments fl awlessly 
stored at the desired temperature. 

Occupant safety remains para-
mount in this high-tech sanctuary, 
which features a robust steel body 
structure capable of withstanding 
up to 12 tons of pressure. This pro-
tective envelope is reinforced by a 
class-leading system of 11 airbags 
and an advanced L2+ driving assis-
tance network. A grid of smart sen-
sors and cameras provides a com-

plete 360-degree view—making 
tight urban navigation completely 
stress-free. Every asset, from the 
elite 14-speaker Devialet audio sys-
tem to the supreme NVH (Noise, 
Vibration, and Harshness) insula-
tion, cements the DENZA B5 as an 
unmatched premium companion 
for discerning enthusiasts. 

In Oman, BYD, Denza and Yang-
wang vehicles are distributed by 
World Auto Business. 

Purpose-built to 

handle both the

vibrant city layout 

of Muscat and 

the challenging

geographic terrains 

across the country, 

the B5 delivers an 

imposing stance on 

the road, proving that

true adventure can 

coexist seamlessly 

with elite comfort

Khareef Dhofar from Bank Muscat: Enjoy unprecedented 

interactive experience connecting Muscat and Salalah

MUSCAT: As part of its ongoing 
commitment to supporting na-
tional initiatives and strengthen-
ing the Sultanate of Oman’s po-
sition on the regional and global
tourism map, Bank Muscat, the
leading fi nancial services provider
in the Sultanate, has inaugurated
the activities of Khareef Dhofar
from Bank Muscat which will run
from July 22 to August 17. 

The initiative refl ects the bank’s
steadfast commitment to support-
ing the tourism sector and promot-
ing the unique natural and cultural
attractions of the Dhofar Governo-
rate, further reinforcing its stand-
ing as one of the region’s and the
world’s tourism destinations.

With this year’s activities, Bank
Muscat introduces a fi rst-of-its-
kind interactive experience, with
dedicated booths at Oman Mall in
Muscat Governorate and Uptown

Salalah in Dhofar Governorate. 
Equipped with live, intercon-
nected interactive screens named 
“Khareef Portals”, the two ven-
ues will enable visitors at each 
location to watch activities and 
events taking place at the other in 
real time. The innovative concept 
is designed to bring the Khareef 
Dhofar experience closer to audi-
ences across the Sultanate, while 
demonstrating how modern tech-
nology can enrich visitor engage-
ment and strengthen connections 
between Oman’s governorates.

Visitors to the Bank Muscat 
booth at Oman Mall will be able 
to experience the vibrant atmos-
phere, activities and events taking 
place at the Bank’s booth in Salalah 
Ateen, while visitors in Salalah will 
enjoy the live activities in Muscat. 
This interactive bridge between 
the two cities off ers visitors an im-

mersive, real-time experience that 
brings the unique ambience of the 
Khareef season to communities 
across the Sultanate. It also rein-
forces Oman’s image as a modern 
tourism destination that lever-
ages innovation and technology to 
deliver exceptional visitor experi-
ences. Both booths will feature a 
diverse programme of activities, 
including entertainment competi-
tions, interactive experiences and 
family-friendly attractions suit-
able for all age groups, ensuring 
an engaging and enjoyable visit 
while introducing visitors to the 
outstanding tourism assets that 
distinguish Dhofar.

In addition to the interactive ac-
tivities, Bank Muscat’s sales team 
will be present at the two venues 
to introduce visitors and custom-
ers to the Bank’s latest banking 
solutions, products and exclusive 

off ers, and address their enquir-
ies. These include special off ers 
as part of the Bank’s loyalty pro-
gramme, Bank Muscat Rewards, 
when customers use Bank Muscat 
credit cards at restaurants and ca-
fés with a Bank Muscat POS ma-
chine across Dhofar Governorate. 
Valid until 31st of August, the Food 
& Beverage (F&B) off er allows 
customer to earn upto 2x reward 
points, encouraging customers to 
make the most of their credit cards 
during the Khareef season. 

Visitors will also learn about the 
benefi ts available when applying 
for new Bank Muscat credit cards, 
including the opportunity to enter 
a prize draw to win an Apple Watch 
or an iPhone, subject to meeting the 
required spending criteria, with 
the promotion running until 30 
September. In addition, the team 
will highlight the Bank’s dedicated 

fi nancing off er for electric vehicles, 
refl ecting Bank Muscat’s commit-
ment to encouraging sustainable 
mobility solutions. This off er in-
cludes a preferential interest rate, 
a special “Khareef Dhofar” edition 
vehicle registration plate off ered in 
collaboration with the Royal Oman 
Police, and a waiver of the fi rst 
year’s credit card annual fee for cus-
tomers applying for electric vehicle 
fi nancing by 15 September. 

The launch of Khareef Dho-
far from Bank Muscat activities 
forms part of the Bank’s strategic 
initiatives that underscore its role 
as a national partner in supporting 
sustainable development goals and 
Oman Vision 2040.

The initiative aims to highlight
the Khareef season as a unique 
tourism experience found only in 
the Sultanate, while showcasing 
Dhofar’s exceptional natural beau-

ty, distinctive climate and rich cul-
tural heritage, making it an attrac-
tive destination for visitors from 
within Oman and abroad. It also 
contributes to stimulating tourism 
and economic activity while rais-
ing awareness of the opportunities 
created by this exceptional season. 

Earlier this year, Bank Muscat 
also announced its offi  cial spon-
sorship of the Khareef Dhofar 
Season as the Main Sponsor, reaf-
fi rming its commitment to sup-
porting the tourism sector and 
strengthening partnerships with 
national stakeholders to ensure 
the success of the season. Through 
this sponsorship, the Bank seeks 
to help attract more visitors, sup-
port the local economy and further 
showcase Oman’s unique tourism 
assets, enhancing the Sultanate’s 
competitiveness as a world-class 
tourism destination.

F I R ST - O F - I T S - K IND
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