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Lobster fi shing season begins
SALALAH: Fishermen across 
various governorates of the 
Sultanate of Oman on Thurs-
day began the fi shing season for 
spiny lobster, locally known as 
“Sharkha,” which will continue 
until 30 November, in accordance 
with controls regulating fi shing 
operations to contribute to pre-
serving this fi sheries wealth and 
ensuring the sustainability of its 
stocks.

Spiny lobster
Spiny lobster, as it is locally known, 
ranks second among the fi sher-
ies resources with the highest 
economic value after abalone (“Al 
Safi lah”), as the economic return 
from its production in the Sultan-
ate of Oman during 2025 reached 
approximately OMR4.255 million, 
while production volume reached 

about 645 tonnes, and the average 
price per kilogram stood at around 
OMR 6.601.

Al Wusta Governorate topped 
lobster production with approxi-
mately 288.5 tonnes, representing 
44.7 percent of total production, 
followed by Dhofar Governorate 
with about 212.8 tonnes (33 per-
cent), and South Al Sharqiyah 
Governorate with around 135.7 
tonnes (21.1 percent), while it is 
available in limited quantities in 
the remaining governorates of the 
Sultanate of Oman.

The market value of lobster pro-
duction in Al Wusta Governorate 
reached approximately OMR1.757 
million, and in Dhofar Governo-
rate around OMR1.705 million, 
while in South Al Sharqiyah Gov-
ernorate it reached approximately 
775 thousand. — ONA

S H A R K H A

SPORTS
India beat Pakistan 
by 19 runs

2
Team India made history, 
delivering a double gold in 
cricket. After the women’s 

team, the men’s team beat 
Pakistan in the gold medal clash 
by 19 runs at the ongoing Asian 
Games on Saturday, on the back 
of heroic eff orts from Abhishek 
Sharma and Tilak Verma.  >A8

MARKET
Business activity 
continues to grow

3
Business activity in 
the Sultanate of Oman 
continued to expand 

during the fi rst half of 2026, 
supported by eff orts to develop 
the business environment, 
streamline procedures and 
strengthen trade and investment. 
>B1

OMAN
OMR2.2mn allocated 
for research works

1
The Research and 
Innovation Authority has 
allocated OMR2.2 million 

in institutional funding for 467 
research proposals submitted 
under the 2026 research 
cycle of its competency-based 
institutional funding programme. 
>A2
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MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan 
Haitham bin Tarik will pay a state-
visit to the Republic of Kazakh-
stan, starting from this Monday.

This was stated in a statement 
issued yesterday by the Diwan of 
Royal Court, reading as follows:

“In consolidation of the bonds 
of friendship between the Sultan-
ate of Oman and the Republic of 
Kazakhstan, and in response to 
the gracious invitation extended 
to His Majesty Sultan Haitham 
bin Tarik by President Kassym-

Jomart Tokayev of the Republic 
of Kazakhstan, His Majesty the 
Sultan will pay a state-visit to the 
Republic of Kazakhstan, during 
5-6 October 2026.

The visit will explore all aspects 

of cooperation that would elevate 
bilateral relations to the levels 
that fulfi l the desired objectives 
across all fi elds, culminating in 
outcomes that serve the common 
interests of both countries. >A5

The visit will address 

various areas of 

cooperation aimed 

at strengthening 

bilateral relations 

and advancing them 

across all fi elds, with 

outcomes that serve 

the shared interests 

of both countries

MUSCAT: Stemming from an 
approach based on extending 
bridges of communication 
and cooperation and expand-
ing areas of partnership in 
service of national interests, 
the Sultanate of Oman, under 
the leadership of His Majesty 
Sultan Haitham bin Tarik, 
is building its relations with 
countries around the world 
and strengthening its pres-
ence at the regional and inter-
national levels. It is moving 
from diplomatic communica-
tion frameworks to broader 
areas of economic, invest-
ment, cultural and scientifi c 
cooperation.

From the Sea of Oman to 
the heart of Asia, the partner-
ship between the Sultanate 
of Oman and the Republic 

of Kazakhstan is being 
strengthened as His Majesty 
the Sultan arrives in Astana 
this Monday on a state visit. 
During the visit, His Majesty 
will discuss with President 
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev of 
the Republic of Kazakhstan 
new areas of cooperation 
between the two friendly 
countries.

Gradual development 
Omani-Kazakh relations have 
witnessed gradual develop-
ment across various fi elds, 
given the two countries’ 
important geographic loca-
tions that connect multiple 
regions and markets and their 
potential and opportunities 
that can be utilized to serve 
mutual interests. >A4

Oman and Kazakhstan 
to discuss new areas 
of cooperation during 
His Majesty’s visit

HIS MAJESTY THE SULTAN TO PAY 
STATE VISIT TO KAZAKHSTAN

OMAN GO DOWN FIGHTING IN GULF CUP SEMI-FINAL

Oman go down fi ghting against the UAE in a thrilling Gulf Cup semi-fi nal. 

UAE defeated Oman by 1-0.
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OMAN

Oman’s Tourism Law, 
promulgated by Royal
Decree 69/2023, 

mandates a license for tourism 
activities and establishments,
while its Executive Regulation, 
issued by Ministerial Decision 
1152/2/1/141/2026, sets out 
license categories, procedures
and renewal requirements.

Speaking to Times of Oman,
Dr. Mohammed Ibrahim Al 
Zadjali, Chairman of Moham-
med Ibrahim Law Firm, stated
that “no person shall practice 
any tourism activity, operate
and manage tourist and hotel
establishments, or establish 
branches or offi  ces of foreign 
tourism companies except after
obtaining a license from the min-
istry. Licenses cover operating 
or managing tourist or hotel es-

tablishments; travel and tourism 
offi  ces and foreign tourism com-
pany branches or offi  ces; tourist 
guidance; adventure tourism; 
high art performance groups in 
tourist and hotel establishments; 

and business tourism.”
“License applications require

the prescribed form, documents 
and fee. License applications not
decided within 60 days of com-
plete submission are deemed ac-

cepted. Licenses are renewable if 
the application is fi led at least 60 
days before expiry. Late renewal 
is fi ned 10% of the fee per month, 
and a license not renewed within
60 days of expiry is cancelled. 
License amendment, assignment
or disposal requires prior writ-
ten approval from the ministry,” 
he said. He added that “tourist 
and hotel establishments need 
preliminary approval, which 
alone does not permit opera-
tion, and a ministry-approved 
classifi cation certifi cate to 
obtain the license. Tourist guides 
must be Omanis aged 18 or over, 
or foreigners aged 25 or over 
licensed to work for a travel and 
tourism offi  ce. Adventure appli-
cants must be Omani, 18 or over,
with a security and safety audit 
certifi cate. Applicants for either 

license must have full capacity, 
be medically fi t and free from 
communicable diseases, and not 
have been convicted of a felony 
or crime against honor or trust, 
unless rehabilitated.”

“A license may be suspended
for unmet obligations or viola-
tions of the Regulation and is 
cancelled if the licensee loses a 
condition required for granting it 
or assigns it without ministerial
approval. Practicing any tourism 
activity, operating or managing 
a tourist or hotel establish-
ment, or establishing a foreign 
tourism company branch or 
offi  ce without a license carries
imprisonment of 10 days to six 
months, a fi ne of OMR6,000 to 
OMR50,000, or either, with the
minimum and maximum limits 
of the punishment doubled on 

repetition. Assigning or dispos-
ing of a license without approval
carries a fi ne of OMR3,000 to 
OMR6,000,” he concluded.

(Mohammed Ibrahim Law Firm 
(info@mohammedibrahim.net), 
(+968 244 87 600) was estab-
lished on 14th December 2006 
and is serving clients through 
its offi  ces in Muscat and Sohar, 
as well as operating on a request 
basis in other areas. It off ers 
legal representation across a 
wide range of practice areas that 
include Labour Law, Corpo-
rate, Commercial, Contracts, 
Banking and Finance, Interna-
tional Trade, Foreign Investment, 
Maritime Law, Construction and 
Engineering Contracts, Interna-
tional Arbitration, Intellectual 
Property and more).

C O M M E N T A R Y

Key Rules Governing Licensing of Tourism Activities in Oman

Oman conducts extensive market 
inspections to protect consumers

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Ministry of Com-
merce, Industry and Investment 
Promotion intensifi ed fi eld in-
spection and monitoring eff orts 
during the fi rst half of 2026 to en-
sure commercial and industrial 
establishments comply with laws, 
regulations and approved stand-
ards across the Sultanate of Oman.

The ministry’s inspection teams 
conducted extensive fi eld visits 
to verify product quality, enforce 
regulations and take legal action 
against non-compliant establish-

ments, contributing to consumer 
protection and supporting a stable 
and transparent investment envi-
ronment.

Hilal bin Mohsin Al-Amri, Di-
rector of the Inspection Depart-
ment at the ministry, said the re-
sults and performance indicators 
for H1 2026 refl ect extensive fi eld 
eff orts and continuous monitoring 
across the governorates.

He said the department focuses 
on fair institutional oversight, 
consumer protection, intellectual 
property rights and ensuring that 
products and services conform to 
approved standards, thereby en-
hancing customer and investor 
confi dence in the Omani business 
environment.

As part of eff orts to enforce intel-

lectual property rights, 36 inspec-
tion visits were conducted target-
ing restaurants, cafes and retail 
outlets. The teams issued 32 writ-
ten warnings to establishments in-
volved in trademark imitation and 
infringement in the food, personal 
care and household cleaning sec-
tors, in addition to four warnings 
issued to restaurants and cafes. 
Awareness campaigns were also 
carried out to combat counterfeit 
products.

The ministry conducted 182 
inspection visits to fuel fi lling sta-
tions in Muscat Governorate to 
verify compliance with regula-
tions governing their establish-
ment and operation. It also han-
dled 18 reports received through 
the “Tajawob” platform.

Regarding mandatory electronic
payment services at commercial
centres and shops, inspection
teams handled 198 fi eld reports,
resulting in 17 violations and 12
written warnings.

In industrial inspection and
support for national products,
teams conducted 72 fi eld visits to
industrial establishments to verify 
that actual activities matched reg-
istered industrial licences. Seven
facilities holding National Prod-
uct Identity licences were also in-
spected to verify local added-value
ratios in accordance with Ministe-
rial Decision No. 62/2022.

The ministry further conducted
visits to 65 industrial establish-
ments in Muscat Governorate to
assess their actual need for expa-

triate manpower and ensure that
manpower requests correspond
with the scale of operations. Field
visits were also carried out to liq-
uefi ed cooking gas depots to verify 
compliance with approved land
areas and uses under Ministerial
Decision No. 185/2024.

In the specifi cations, standards 
and laboratory testing sector, in-
spectors, in cooperation with the 
National Center for Measurement 
and Calibration, verifi ed legal 
measuring instruments and cali-
brated 172 commercial scales, all of 
which were found to be compliant.

Meanwhile, 13,671 product 
samples were visually inspected 
to verify the presence of the Gulf 
Conformity Mark and the gov-
ernment hallmark for precious 

metals. The inspections resulted 
in 168 violations involving non-
conforming goods.

Al-Amri affi  rmed that the re-
sults achieved during H1 2026 
refl ect the ministry’s continued 
commitment to eff ective fi eld 
monitoring and protecting the 
rights of consumers and investors.

He added that developing in-
spection and monitoring tools 
and strengthening coordination 
with relevant government enti-
ties would contribute to raising 
compliance levels, limiting the 
circulation of non-conforming 
products, ensuring the safety and 
stability of Omani markets, and 
supporting the competitiveness 
of the investment and commercial 
environment.

The ministry’s 

inspection teams

conducted extensive 

fi eld visits to verify 

product quality,

enforce regulations

and take legal

action against

non-compliant 

establishments

Oman allocates 

OMR2.2mn fund 

for research work

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Research and In-
novation Authority (RIA) has al-
located OMR2.2 million in insti-
tutional funding for 467 research 
proposals submitted under the 
2026 research cycle of its compe-
tency-based institutional funding 
programme.

The programme attracted broad 
participation from 28 higher edu-
cation and research institutions,
with funding approved for 127 doc-
toral research proposals, 162 grad-
uate research proposals and 178 
undergraduate student research 
proposals.

The funded proposals cover a 
wide range of research fi elds, in-

cluding education and human re-
sources, environmental and bio-
logical resources, information and 
communication technology, health 
and social services, energy and in-
dustry, culture and humanities, ba-
sic sciences, and urban planning.

The Authority said the growing 
participation refl ects the impor-
tant role of the competency-based 
institutional funding programme 
in developing national research ca-
pabilities and supporting research 
projects with scientifi c, economic 
and social value.

The programme also contrib-
utes to aligning research activi-
ties with national priorities and 
supporting the objectives of 
Oman Vision 2040.

R I A

Indian Embassy in Muscat hosts 
solidarity run to mark Gandhi Jayanti

Times News Service

MUSCAT: On the occasion of 
the birth anniversary of Ma-
hatma Gandhi, the Embassy of 
India, Muscat hosted a 5-km Vik-
sit Bharat Solidarity Run on 2nd 
October 2026 as part of Fit India 
Freedom Run 7.0, with enthusias-
tic participation from more than 
1,000 members of the Indian com-
munity in Oman.

The run was held during Seva 
Pakhwada (17 September–2 Oc-
tober), as part of eff orts to foster 
a spirit of solidarity among In-
dian citizens and overseas Indian 
communities and to promote the 
vision of a Viksit Bharat by 2047. 
The initiative also highlighted the 
importance of community partic-
ipation, fi tness and collective ac-
tion in contributing to this vision.

The run brought together chil-
dren, youth, adults and senior 
members of the community, mak-
ing it a vibrant celebration of fi t-
ness, unity and community spirit. 

Participants were provided 
with event T-shirts before the 
run, while commemorative med-
als were presented at the fi nish, 
marking their participation in the 
Viksit Bharat Run.

The event began with Zumba 
and warm-up exercises, energis-
ing participants and setting the 
tone for the run.

Carrying the Fit India Freedom 
Run 7.0 message — “Fitness ki 
Dose, Aadha Ghanta Roz” — the 
initiative encouraged participants 
to embrace regular physical activ-
ity and healthy lifestyles.

Held on Gandhi Jayanti, the 

event also recalled Mahatma 
Gandhi’s enduring values of 
discipline, simplicity, physical 
well-being and service to society. 
These values complement the Fit 

India movement and the vision of 
a healthy and active population as 
a foundation for a Viksit Bharat.

By bringing together the mes-
sages of Fit India and Viksit 

Bharat, the event highlighted the 
importance of a healthy and active 
population as an essential founda-
tion for India’s journey towards 
becoming a developed nation. The 
participation of the Indian com-
munity in Oman added a strong 
sense of solidarity and reaffi  rmed 
its close connection with India.

Ambassador of India Prashant 
Pise, appreciated the enthusiastic 
participation of the Indian com-
munity and thanked all partici-
pants, sponsors, and volunteers 
for their support in making the 
event a success.

The Viksit Bharat Solidarity 
Run brought the Indian commu-
nity together across generations 
in the spirit of fi tness, solidar-
ity and service, reaffi  rming their 
connection with India and the 
shared vision of a developed In-
dia by 2047.

B I R T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y
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Oman Business Platform updates 
fee payment process for services

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Ministry of Com-
merce, Industry and Investment
Promotion has updated the fee
payment mechanism for a number
of services provided through the
Oman Business Platform, allowing 
benefi ciaries to submit applica-
tions by paying a nominal fee and
settle the remaining service fees
after completing the application
procedures.

The update covers commercial
registry and commercial agency 
services and forms part of the min-
istry’s eff orts to simplify proce-
dures, develop digital government 
services and provide a more fl ex-
ible and effi  cient experience for 
investors and business owners.

Mubarak bin Mohammed Al-
Duhani, Director General of Plan-
ning, Offi  cial Spokesperson and 
Head of the Digital Transforma-

tion Team at the ministry, said 
the update is part of an ongoing 
programme to redesign services 
based on the needs of investors 
and employers. He said the minis-
try’s approach to digital transfor-
mation focuses fi rst on simplifying 
procedures and then using digital 
solutions to deliver services more 
effi  ciently and sustainably.

Al-Duhani added that the min-
istry is continuously reviewing the 

benefi ciary journey, reducing steps 
and requirements and strengthen-
ing electronic integration among 
relevant entities, which contrib-
utes to improving the ease of doing 
business and the competitiveness 
of Oman’s business environment.

Data from the Oman Business 
Platform showed continued growth 
in the use of digital services, with 
963,549 transactions completed 
through the platform from January 

to the end of September 2026.
During the same period, 35,907 

new commercial registrations 
were issued, bringing the cumula-
tive number of commercial regis-
trations to 470,516. The number 
of registered commercial agencies 
reached 756, taking the cumulative 
total to 2,682, while 106,577 auto-
matic licences were issued.

Hamid bin Hamad Al-Barashdi, 
Head of the Documentation and 
Authentication Department at 
the Commercial Registry Secre-
tariat and a member of the min-
istry’s Digital Transformation 
Team, said the revised payment 
mechanism followed a review of 
the benefi ciary journey for com-

mercial registry and commercial 
agency services.

He said the new mechanism en-
ables benefi ciaries to begin trans-
actions without paying the full fees 
upfront, requiring only a nominal 
payment when submitting an ap-
plication, with the remaining fees 
paid after the transaction proce-
dures are completed.

Al-Barashdi said the ministry 
will continue reviewing and de-
veloping services on the Oman 
Business Platform and expanding 
automation and automatic licens-
ing, reducing manual intervention, 
speeding up transactions and im-
proving services for investors and 
business owners.

The update covers

commercial registry 

and commercial

agency services and

forms part of the 

ministry’s eff orts to

simplify procedures,

develop digital

government services

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Public Author-
ity for Special Economic Zones and
Free Zones (OPAZ) will participate
in the Milan Pharmaceuticals Exhi-
bition 2026, which opens in Milan,
Italy, next Tuesday for three days.

The participation refl ects Oman’s
eff orts to establish specialised in-
dustrial clusters for pharmaceutical
and medical device industries with-
in economic, free and industrial 
zones, supporting pharmaceutical 
security, localising production and
attracting quality investments.

The OPAZ delegation is headed 
by Ahmed bin Hassan Al-Dheeb, 
Vice Chairman of the Authority, and
includes representatives from gov-
ernment and private sector entities.

During the exhibition, the del-
egation will highlight investment 
opportunities and incentives 

available to global companies in 
Oman’s economic, free and in-
dustrial zones. Meetings will also 
be held with manufacturers and 
investors to explore potential pro-
jects and partnerships, while high-
lighting Oman’s strategic location, 
infrastructure and logistics capa-
bilities and its access to regional 
and international markets.

OPAZ’s participation, along-
side Oman Exports, comes amid 
growth in Oman’s pharmaceutical 
and medical industries, including 
the development of local compa-
nies’ capabilities, stronger com-
petitiveness and expanding ex-
ports to international markets.

The participation also seeks to
promote Omani pharmaceutical
and medical products, strengthen
the presence of Omani companies
in global markets, identify new ex-
port opportunities, establish trade
partnerships with international
buyers and importers, and show-
case the sector’s industrial and
investment capabilities. OPAZ, in
coordination with relevant authori-
ties, developers and operators, is
working to develop specialised in-
dustrial clusters capable of attract-
ing local and international com-
panies and creating an integrated
investment ecosystem supporting 
manufacturing, storage, distribu-
tion and export activities.

The clusters are also intended to
provide an enabling environment
for the growth of pharmaceutical
and medical industries and related
activities.

S P E C I A L I S E D  I N D U S T R I A L  C L U S T E R S

Times News Service

DUQM: The “Etlaq” spaceport in 
Duqm successfully conducted a 
trial launch of the Azad Dreamer 
rocket as part of the Karman X1 
space mission.

The 4.3-metre-long rocket, 
weighing 26 kg, was launched from 
the spaceport and followed a sta-
ble upward trajectory, with fl ight 
data accurately transmitted to the 
mission control centre. The rocket 
reached its designated target alti-
tude within the test range.

The mission was not intended 
to reach space, but focused on 
testing the launch process, rocket 
performance during fl ight, and the 
technologies and systems used in 
the mission. Karman X1 marks 
the second successful launch con-
ducted from the Duqm spaceport, 
following the successful Duqm-1 
launch in December 2024.

The Omani spaceport team pre-
pared the launch site, supported 

the integration of the rocket com-
ponents and managed safety opera-
tions at the launch range. The mis-
sion forms part of the Formation 
programme, established by Launch 
in 2024 to facilitate suborbital and 
experimental rocket launches, with 
a focus on speed, effi  ciency, cost-ef-
fectiveness and adaptability.

The mission also contributes 
to strengthening the expertise of 
Omani teams in launch operations 
and international cooperation, 
while supporting the development 
of commercial launch capabilities 
from the Sultanate of Oman.

HH Sayyid Azzan bin Qais Al 
Said, CEO of the Space Launch 
Port, said Karman X1 was the fi rst 
mission at the facility to bring to-

gether an Omani launch operator, 
Stellar Kinetics MCT, Singapore-
based OculloSpace, and Australian 
company Orbit2Orbit, whose pay-
load was carried by the rocket.

He noted that the mission re-
fl ects the spaceport’s expanding 
and diversifi ed international part-
nerships and its ability to attract 
space launch missions from diff er-
ent countries.

Sayyid Azzan described the launch 
as an important milestone for the 
spaceport, demonstrating Oman’s 
ability to connect international part-
ners and build operational expertise 
through successive missions.

The Duqm spaceport project 
is among the strategic projects 
supported by the National Space 
Programme of the Ministry of 
Transport, Communications and 
Information Technology under 
the space sector infrastructure pil-
lar. It aims to attract investment, 
transfer technology and support 
its localisation in Oman.

S P A C E  M I S S I O N

Oman to showcase pharmaceutical 
investment opportunities in Milan

Eng. Naashiah Saud Al-
Kharusi, a pioneering 
Omani leader and the first

Omani female engineer, was felici-
tated with the ‘The Origin Lifetime 
Achievement Award’ at The Origin 
– Women Forum & Awards 2026, 
held at JW Marriott Hotel Muscat.

With a remarkable career 
spanning more than five decades,
Eng. Naashiah has made signifi-
cant contributions to engineer-
ing, telecommunications, public
service and women’s advancement 
in Oman.

Beginning her career in 1972,
she contributed to the develop-
ment of the Sultanate’s early 
national telecommunications 
infrastructure and went on to hold 
senior and advisory roles across 
the sector.

Her distinguished journey has 
included contributions to the 
Ministry of Transport and Com-
munications, Omantel, Telecom-
munications Regulatory Author-
ity and Information Technology 

Authority, as well as representing 
Oman in international telecom-
munications forums.

Beyond the technology sec-
tor, Eng. Naashiah served as a 
member of Oman’s State Council 
and contributed to advancing 
women’s participation and leader-
ship through several national and 
international platforms.

The Lifetime Achievement
Award celebrates a career defined
by pioneering leadership, national
service and lasting impact. Eng. 
Naashiah’s journey has helped
pave the way for generations of 
Omani women to pursue careers
in engineering, technology and 
leadership.

The Origin Awards 2026 are 
instituted by Times of Oman, in 
collaboration with Muscat Media 
Group, Gulf Leaders Circle and
TEvents, recognising exceptional 
women, organisations and initia-
tives making a meaningful impact 
across industries and communi-
ties.

Eng. Naashiah Saud Al-Kharusi Honoured 

with Lifetime Achievement Award

For more information, contact: 78471944/97221630

Duqm spaceport witnesses test 
launch of Azad Dreamer rocket
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Statistics issued by the National
Centre for Statistics and Informa-
tion indicate that the volume of 
trade exchange between the Sul-
tanate of Oman and the Republic 
of Kazakhstan in 2025 reached 
OMR421,500, before surging dur-
ing the fi rst six months of 2026 to 
OMR22,883,700.

The centre stated that total
Omani exports to Kazakhstan 
by the end of June 2026 reached 
OMR22,864,200, while the vol-
ume of Omani imports from Ka-
zakhstan reached OMR19,400.

The number of visitors of Ka-
zakh nationality in 2025 reached 
approximately 22,000, while their 
number by the end of August 
reached 10,965 visitors.

Sheikh Dr. Salah Salim Jaaboub,
Ambassador of the Sultanate of 
Oman to the Republic of Kazakh-
stan, told Oman News Agency 
(ONA) that the state visit by His 
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik 
to the Republic of Kazakhstan car-
ries historical signifi cance, as it is 
the fi rst visit by an Omani Sultan 
to Kazakhstan and to the Central 
Asian region. This represents the 
culmination of a path of friendship 
and mutual trust extending over 
more than three decades.

He explained that the Sultan-
ate of Oman was among the fi rst 
countries to recognise the inde-
pendence of the Republic of Ka-
zakhstan, following which diplo-
matic relations were established 
between the two countries.

He noted that these relations
were not limited to the political 
dimension but extended to the 
economic aspect, as the Sultanate 
of Oman was among the fi rst Arab 
countries to invest in Kazakhstan 
through participation in the con-
sortium that transports oil from 
the Tengiz fi eld, one of the largest 
oil fi elds in the world.

He added that investments
continued during the era of the 
renewed renaissance under the 
leadership of His Majesty through 
Oman Investment Authority in the 
oil and mining sectors.

The Ambassador affi  rmed that
this Royal visit by His Majesty 
the Sultan will elevate relations 
between the two countries to a 
broader stage, as a number of 
agreements and memoranda of 
understanding are expected to be 
signed in various fi elds, including 
air transport, the promotion and 
protection of investments, infor-
mation technology, artifi cial intel-
ligence, health, agriculture, and co-
operation between the chambers 
of commerce and industry in both 
countries.

He pointed to the issuance of a 
Royal decree that ratifi es the es-
tablishment of the Omani-Kazakh 
Joint Committee for Economic, 
Trade, Investment, and Tourism 
Cooperation, to serve as an insti-
tutional framework that follows 
up on the implementation of these 
agreements and transforms them 
into tangible projects.

He explained that among the
most promising prospects for 
cooperation between the two 
countries is the logistics fi eld, as 
the transport of Kazakh exports, 
including wheat, through the Sul-
tanate of Oman is being discussed. 
This would enhance the Sultanate 
of Oman’s role as a logistics outlet 
for Kazakhstan in the region.

On the tourism side, the Am-
bassador explained that mutual 
visa exemption between the two 
countries, along with the launch 
of direct fl ights, has contributed to 
the growth of tourism movement 
between the two countries. More 
than 15,000 Omani citizens vis-
ited Kazakhstan over the past two 
years, while the Sultanate of Oman 
received more than 21,000 visitors 
from Kazakhstan.

He noted that this Royal visit
comes in harmony with the Sultan-
ate of Oman’s approach to building 
balanced partnerships based on 
mutual interests. He expressed 
his aspiration for the visit to open 
broader horizons for cooperation 
in the interest of the two countries 
and peoples.

On his part, Aidarbek Touma-
tov, Ambassador of the Republic 
of Kazakhstan to the Sultanate of 
Oman, affi  rmed that relations be-
tween Kazakhstan and the Sultan-
ate of Oman have witnessed steady 
development and continuous pro-
gress for more than three decades. 
These relations are based on mutu-
al respect, trust, and shared visions 
on many international issues.

He added that during this period, 
a solid legal and contractual frame-

work has been established, and
areas of bilateral cooperation have
expanded to include political, com-
mercial, economic, investment,
cultural, and humanitarian aspects,
as well as various other fi elds.

He noted that in recent years,
bilateral relations between the
two countries have acquired an
increasingly practical dimension,
with priority given to expanding 
trade exchange, attracting invest-
ments, strengthening trade links,
consolidating cooperation in the
transport and logistics sectors, and
coordinating eff orts between pub-
lic and private sector institutions.

He indicated that the promising 
potential of these relations will en-
able the elevation of the bilateral
partnership to broader horizons.

Regarding the contribution of 
mutual visits and offi  cial meetings
to elevating bilateral relations be-
tween the two countries, the Ka-
zakh Ambassador stated that mu-
tual visits at the highest levels and
regular offi  cial communications
have played a prominent role in
enhancing political trust and have
given additional momentum to re-
lations between the two friendly 
countries. They not only establish
eff ective political dialogue but also
pave the way for exploring new ar-
eas of practical cooperation.

He added that recent years have
witnessed continuous communi-
cation through high-level political
contacts between Kazakhstan and
Oman through offi  cial visits by of-
fi cials from both countries, which
have contributed to giving addi-
tional momentum to the develop-
ment of bilateral cooperation in
various fi elds.

He noted that the offi  cial visit

by His Highness Sayyid Theya-
zin bin Haitham Al Said, Deputy 
Prime Minister for Economic Af-
fairs, to Kazakhstan in April 2026 
acquired particular importance in 
strengthening relations and gave 
new momentum to economic and 
investment partnership. This was 
followed by a visit to Muscat in 
May 2026 by Roman Sklyar, Head 
of the Presidential Administra-
tion of the Republic of Kazakh-
stan, during which the two sides 
discussed expanding investment, 
trade, and economic cooperation.

Regarding benefi ting from the 
geographic location of the two 
countries, the Ambassador af-
fi rmed that developing coopera-
tion in the fi eld of transport and 
logistics between Kazakhstan and 
Oman acquires strategic impor-
tance for both countries. Kazakh-
stan, located in the heart of Eura-
sia, possesses signifi cant transit 
potential and enjoys a location that 
qualifi es it to be a major land bridge 
connecting China and Central Asia 
with other international markets.

He explained that the Sultan-
ate of Oman, with its access to the 
Arabian Gulf and the Indian Ocean 
and its modern port infrastructure, 
off ers additional opportunities for 
connectivity with the markets of the 
Middle East, South Asia, and Africa.

He pointed out that among the 
priorities is the development of 
a multimodal transport corridor 
linking the railway and road net-
works in Kazakhstan with mari-
time routes through Omani ports. 
This, he believes, requires closer 
cooperation between relevant 
transport authorities, port opera-
tors, railway companies, and logis-
tics companies in both countries.

He affi  rmed that there are signif-
icant opportunities to increase ex-
ports of Kazakh products, includ-
ing metals, grains, food products, 
and other goods, to the markets of 
the Sultanate of Oman and neigh-
boring countries. Kazakhstan can 
also serve as an important land 
gateway for Omani goods to reach 
Central Asian markets and onward 
to China, he added.

He explained that practical steps 
can be taken to fully benefi t from 
the advantages of our geographic lo-
cation, as the two countries can es-
tablish a new and eff ective channel 
for the movement of goods, invest-
ments, and expertise between these 
two strategically important regions.

Regarding the political aspect, 
the Ambassador of the Republic 
of Kazakhstan to the Sultanate 
of Oman stated that Kazakhstan 
and the Sultanate of Oman share 
a convergent approach on a wide 
range of international issues. Both 
countries call for adherence to 
international law, respect for the 
sovereignty and territorial integri-
ty of states, peaceful settlement of 
disputes, and resolution of diff er-
ences primarily through political 
and diplomatic means.

He affi  rmed that the mutual un-
derstanding regarding the impor-
tance of dialogue and mediation in 
resolving regional crises acquires 
particular importance, as Kazakh-
stan and the Sultanate of Oman 
cooperate eff ectively within the 
framework of the United Nations 
and other multilateral forums, 
supporting the enhancement of in-
ternational cooperation, stability, 
and security.

He pointed out that there is sig-
nifi cant potential to expand in-

vestment cooperation between 
Kazakhstan and the Sultanate of 
Oman in a number of complemen-
tary fi elds, foremost among them 
the mining and metallurgy sector, 
where joint investments can focus 
on developing mineral deposits and 
enhancing raw material processing.

He noted that among other im-
portant areas are transport and 
logistics, agriculture, and food se-
curity, including the development 
of multimodal routes, manufactur-
ing facilities, and resilient supply 
chains. Industrial cooperation of-
fers promising opportunities, in-
cluding the establishment of joint 
production facilities serving third-
country markets. There is also sig-
nifi cant potential for cooperation in 
digital technologies and emerging 
technologies, including artifi cial in-
telligence and digital logistics.

He affi  rmed that focusing ef-
forts on these areas will help both 
countries move forward toward a 
systematic and long-term invest-
ment partnership and create new 
drivers of economic growth for 
both Kazakhstan and the Sultan-
ate of Oman.

Regarding enhancing tourism 
and cultural exchange between 
the two countries, the Ambassador 
stated that tourism has become 
one of the most dynamic areas of 
cooperation between Kazakhstan 
and the Sultanate of Oman. He 
said, “We have a solid foundation 
with a 30-day visa exemption sys-
tem and direct air connectivity be-
tween Muscat and Almaty. Results 
are already tangible, as approxi-
mately 15,800 passengers traveled 
on this route during the three sum-
mer months alone.”

He added that there is signifi -
cant potential to increase growth 
on the tourism side, as Kazakhstan 
off ers Omani tourists a new expe-
rience among mountains, lakes, 
unique nature, and rich historical 
heritage.

He explained that there is a ten-
dency to operate charter fl ights 
from Astana and Almaty to Salalah 
starting in October, giving more 
Kazakh tourists the opportunity 
to discover the Sultanate of Oman. 
“In the longer term, the develop-
ment of our air services frame-
work will provide opportunities 
to launch a direct Muscat-Astana-
Muscat route,” he added.

As for culture, sports, and hu-
manitarian ties, the Ambassador 
noted the increasing participation 
of a number of Kazakh athletes in 
major sporting events in the Sul-
tanate of Oman, from the Tour 
of Oman to the Oman Individual 
Chess Championship. In 2025, 
the Kazakhstan national team also 
won the gold medal in the Asian 
Rugby Championship.

He also noted the cultural ex-
change between the two coun-
tries through numerous events. 
Last April, the embassy hosted a 
Nowruz celebration in Muscat, 
with the participation of the Ka-
zakh community and Omanis. 
Last December, the Astana Opera 
presented Leo Delibes’ “Coppélia” 
at the Royal Opera House in Mus-
cat, which attracted great audi-
ence interest.

The Ambassador of the Repub-
lic of Kazakhstan to the Sultanate 

of Oman concluded his remarks by 
stating that these initiatives across 
various fi elds, from tourism and 
sports to education and culture, 
contribute to elevating bilateral 
relations into genuine bonds be-
tween peoples and contribute to 
closer relations between Kazakh-
stan and the Sultanate of Oman.

On his part, Faisal Abdullah Al 
Rowas, Chairman of the Board of 
Directors of Oman Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, affi  rmed 
that the Royal visit by His Majesty 
Sultan Haitham bin Tarik to the 
Republic of Kazakhstan represents 
an important milestone in the 
path of relations between the two 
friendly countries. It refl ects the 
keenness to elevate them toward 
broader horizons of partnership 
and cooperation. He noted that the 
discussions and understandings 
at the level of the two countries’ 
leaderships will give economic re-
lations new momentum and open 
broader paths for trade, invest-
ment, and cooperation between 
the business communities.

He explained that the Sultanate 
of Oman and the Republic of Ka-
zakhstan possess economic and 
geographic fundamentals that can 
serve as a foundation for establish-
ing high-value partnerships de-
livering added value to both sides, 
particularly in transport and logis-
tics, energy, food security, manu-
facturing, tourism, mining, digital 
transformation, and the banking 
and fi nancial services sector. 
These fi elds present opportunities 
for exchanging expertise, develop-
ing digital and fi nancial solutions, 
and strengthening cooperation be-
tween institutions and companies 
in both countries.

He noted that the strategic loca-
tion of the two countries off ers op-
portunities to enhance connectivi-
ty between Central Asian markets, 
the Gulf region, and surrounding 
markets, while leveraging the ports 
and economic and logistical zones 
in the Sultanate of Oman along-
side Kazakhstan’s economic reach 
in Central Asia. This strengthens 
prospects for trade and investment 
integration and facilitates the fl ow 
of goods and services.

Al Rowas added that the Royal 
visit represents an important op-
portunity to build on the solid 
foundations of relations between 
the two countries and to drive eco-
nomic cooperation toward broader 
areas, creating further opportu-
nities for the Omani and Kazakh 
private sectors to establish trade 
and investment partnerships with 
added value.

He affi  rmed that Oman Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry 
plays an active role in supporting 
this direction by enhancing com-
munication channels between the 
business communities, expanding 
awareness of investment opportu-
nities, encouraging the exchange 
of delegations, and organizing joint 
business forums and meetings. 
This, he affi  rmed, strengthens the 
presence of Omani and Kazakh 
companies in both markets and 
contributes to developing trade 
and investment movement and 
building sustainable economic 
partnerships serving mutual inter-
ests. -ONA
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Tender Announcement
al Tender committee of Ministry of Social Developmmen

announces the following tender :-

Tender 
No.

Tender Subject Grade

Last 
date for 

obtainment
 of tender 
document

Last date 
for tender 

submission

Tender 
Document Price
(non-retundable)

Small and 
Medium 

companies

Local 
companies

482/2026 13/10/2026 22/10/2026

483/2026 15/10/2026 29/10/2026

487/2026 23/10/2026 12/11/2026

 

 

“The lowest or any other tender shall not be binding to the Ministry”

Tender 
Number Tender Name

Last Date for 

of Tender 
Documents

Time & Last 
Date for
Proposal

Submission

Tender 
Fee (OMR) 
Including 
VAT (5%)

Site Visit Date

DISC/2026/022-2

Execution, Financing, Operation, 
and Maintenance of the Works 

under the BOT Contract for
the Construction of Al Houtah 

Desalination Plant, Transmission
Pipeline, Booster Stations, 

Tanks, Distribution Network, and 
Associated Works 
in Wilayat Rakhyut

18-October-2026 18-November-2026 1050.000 20-October-2026

To purchase the tender document website via the link or the Barcode below:
 https://isupplier.nama.om:4443/OA_HTML/OA.jsp?OAFunc=XXTEN_TENDER_FLOAT_DISC_F

Every company wishing to participate in this tender must attach with its bid a bid bond in the form of a bank guarantee 

The original bid bond must be submitted in an envelope sealed with red wax and addressed to the chairperson of the 
minor tender committee and written on outside the Tender name and the Tender number and it should be paced in the 
tender box in Nama Dhofar Services in Salalah before 03:00 pm of the last day for submitting Bids.
Bids shall be submitted online through using “isupplier portal”. No hard copies are accepted.
The Tender fees are not refundable. However, Tenderers who are holding “Riyada” card issued from public authority for 
SME development will be exempted from providing the tender fee and the Bid bond.
The company is not obliged to accept the lowest or any other bid.
In the event of receipt of the tender document on behalf of another company, the interested purchasers in the above 

AmCham Oman’s event 
draws over 180 executives

Times News Service

MUSCAT: More than 200 senior 
executives, diplomats and busi-
ness leaders gathered at the Shera-
ton Hotel Oman on Tuesday for 
AmCham Oman’s annual Back to 
Business Mega Networking Even-
ing, marking the start of Oman’s 
new professional season and pro-
viding the stage for Title Sponsor 
O Homes to make its public debut.

The evening was attended by 
Jonathan Peccia, Deputy Chief 
of Mission at the U.S. Embassy in 
Muscat, as Guest of Honour, along-
side representatives of the U.S. 
Embassy, AmCham Oman mem-
ber companies and leaders from  
banking, logistics, hospitality, oil 
and gas, technology, real estate and 
other key sectors. Pointer Oman 
LLC joined the evening as Plati-
num Sponsor, supporting Am-
Cham Oman’s eff orts to bring to-
gether senior leaders from across 
the country’s business community.

Built around connection, the 
open networking format gave ex-
ecutives the opportunity to recon-
nect after the summer, establish 
new relationships and begin the 
conversations that will shape the 
fi nal quarter of the year.

O Homes chose the evening to 
introduce its AI-driven real estate 
platform, built to open Oman’s 
property market to international 
investors. The platform allows us-
ers to browse and purchase veri-

fi ed freehold villas and apartments 
across Muscat, Salalah, Jebel 
Sifah, Al Mouj, Sultan Haitham 
City and AIDA, with transparent 
pricing, secure payment and an 
AI property advisor that matches 
investors with suitable opportuni-
ties through a simple conversation.

Rebecca Olson, Chief Executive 
Offi  cer of AmCham Oman, said: 
“Back to Business is where Oman’s 
business community comes to-
gether again, and this year the 
room had exactly the energy we 
hoped for. We are especially proud 
that O Homes and Pointer Oman 
chose to power the event.. giving all 
businesses in Oman from SME’s 

to large corporations a chance
to meaningfully connect. That is
what AmCham Oman exists to do..
put ambitious Omani companies
in a room full of the right people at
the right moment.”

Mohsin Al-Jahdhami, Chief Ex-
ecutive Offi  cer of O Homes, said:
“When I built O Homes, I wanted to
help more people call Oman, home!
Oman has all the hallmarks of a 
world-class investment destina-
tion—safety, stability, real returns,
and exceptional quality of life. We
built O Homes to bridge the gap,
making property acquisition trans-
parent, simple, and fully verifi ed
every step of the way.” He added:

“Launching in front of Oman’s busi-
ness community at an AmCham 
Oman event means a great deal to 
us. These are the partners, clients 
and advocates who will help us take 
Oman to the world.”

The Sheraton Hotel Oman 
hosted the evening, while Mus-
cat Creative Advertising Agency 
supported the on-site screens.
Portal Productions served as Am-
Cham Oman’s photography and 
video partner. A raffl  e added to the 
evening’s celebrations, with priz-
es contributed by O Homes, Alila 
Jabal Akhdar, dusitD2, Europcar, 
Radisson Hotel Muscat Panorama 
and Royal Tulip Hotel.

The open networking

format gave

executives the

opportunity to

reconnect after the 

summer, establish

new relationships

His Majesty’s visit
Accompanying His 

Majesty the Sultan dur-
ing his visit will be a 
high-level offi  cial del-
egation comprising: 

His Highness Sayyid Shihab bin
Tarik Al Said, Deputy Prime Min-
ister for Defence Aff airs; Sayyid
Khalid bin Hilal Al Busaidi, Min-
ister of the Diwan of Royal Court;
Lt.Gen. Sultan bin Mohammed Al
Nu’amani, Minister of the Royal
Offi  ce; Sayyid Badr bin Hamad Al
Busaidi, Foreign Minister; Sultan
bin Salim Al Habsi, Minister of 
Finance; Dr. Hamad bin Said Al

Aufi , Head of the Private Offi  ce;
Abdulsalam bin Mohammed Al
Murshidi, President of Oman In-
vestment Authority; Anwar bin
Hilal Al Jabri, Minister of Com-
merce, Industry and Investment
Promotion and Sheikh Dr. Salah
bin Salim Jaaboub, the Sultanate
of Oman’s Ambassador to the Re-
public of Kazakhstan.

May Allah the Almighty safe-
guard His Majesty the Sultan in 
his residence and in his travels 
and grant him abundant health 
and complete well-being”.

-ONA
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Dhofar Arabian Horse Beauty 

Championship kicks off 
MIRBAT: The third edition of 
the Dhofar International Arabian
Horse Beauty Championship,
organised by Dhofar Tourism
Company, in cooperation with the
Offi  ce of the Governor of Dhofar
and the Oman Equestrian Federa-
tion, kicked off  on Saturday in the
Wilayat of Mirbat in the Governo-
rate of Dhofar.

The tournament was inaugu-

rated by His Highness Sayyid 
Harib bin Thuwaini Al Said, Ad-
visor at the Royal Court.

The championship, which 
targets 45 horse owners, is held 
according to the international 
standards adopted by the Euro-
pean Conference of Arab Horse 
Organizations (ECAHO).

His Highness Sayyid Marwan 
bin Turki Al Said, Governor of 

Dhofar, affi  rmed that hosting the 
championship is an extension of 
the interest in equestrian sports 
and Arabian horses as an integral 
part of the cultural and historical 
heritage, noting that the champi-
onship’s attainment of interna-
tional classifi cation refl ects the 
capabilities that the governorate 
enjoys in hosting specialised 
events. -ONA
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‘Jawa’iz Basma 2026’ celebrates initiatives creating 
meaningful social, environmental, economic impact

Muscat: Shabiba Jawa’iz Bas-
ma 2026, organised by Muscat 
Media Group, the media group 
behind Times of Oman and Al 
Shabiba, was held on 30 Septem-
ber 2026 at JW Marriott Hotel  
Muscat. 

The event brought together sen-
ior officials, business leaders, or-
ganisations, community champi-
ons and changemakers to celebrate 

initiatives creating meaningful so-
cial, environmental and economic 
impact across the Sultanate.

Aligned with Oman Vision 2040, 
Jawa’iz Basma provided a platform 
to recognise organisations, initia-
tives and individuals contributing 
towards stronger, more inclusive 
and sustainable communities 
across Oman. 

The event commenced with a 

welcome address by Mohamed 
Issa Al Zadjali, Chairman, Muscat 
Media Group, who set the tone for 
an evening dedicated to recognis-
ing purposeful initiatives and the 
people and organisations behind 
positive change. 

The event was honoured by the 
presence of His Excellency Sheikh 
Ali bin Mansour Al Amiri, Mem-
ber, Majlis A’Shura who graced the 

occasion as Chief Guest and pre-
sented the awards to the winners 
alongside Mohamed Issa Al Zad-
jali. A key highlight of the evening 
was an insightful session by Dr. 
Nooreen Al Balushi, Consultant 
General, Hepatobiliary and Liver 
Transplant Surgeon at the Royal 
Hospital and Director of the Om-
ani Center for Organ Transplanta-
tion. 

She shared insights into Oman’s 
journey in organ donation and 
transplantation, highlighting its 
life-saving impact and the im-
portance of advancing awareness 
across the community.

The evening consisted of the 
presentation of 22 awards, rec-
ognising outstanding organisa-
tions, initiatives and individuals 
creating meaningful social, envi-

ronmental and economic impact 
across Oman.

The success of Shabiba Jawa’iz 
Basma 2026 was strengthened by 
the valued support of its partners 
— OQ8, Ahlibank, Worley, Jeep, 
RAM and Minara — whose asso-
ciation contributed to an evening 
dedicated to celebrating meaning-
ful initiatives and positive impact 
across Oman.

Shabiba Jawa’iz 
Basma Awards 
2026 winners
Ahmed Mohammed Ahmed ALMuadi
Environment Protection Initiative

Rufaida AlMaawali
Social Entrepreneurship Initiative

Omani Center for Organ Transplantation
Community Healthcare Initiative

Jusoor Foundation
Youth Engagement Initiative – Talent Development

MHD ACERE
Youth Engagement in Sports

Al Azhar Scientific Center 
Skill Development Initiative

Voltamp Energy
Community Development Empowerment Initiative

Oman Sail
Disability Inclusion Initiative

Al Baraka Oilfield Services
In-Country Value (ICV) in Oil & Gas

Areej Vegetable Oils & Derivatives
Outstanding Omanisation Achievement - Food 
Manufacturing

Shell Oman Marketing
CSR Initiative of the Year

Europcar Oman
Leadership in CSR in Car Rental Services

Vale
Leadership in CSR – Mining

Ahli Bank
Leadership in CSR – Banking

Oman Housing Bank
National Leadership in Housing Empowerment & 
Development

MHD - ITICS
Women Empowerment Initiative – Diversified Business

Petroleum Development Oman
Women Empowerment Initiative – Oil & Gas

Worley
Leadership in Sustainable Business Practices

Oman Cables Industry
Leadership in ESG - Manufacturing

OQ8
Community Education Initiative

Sohar Port and Freezone
Leadership in Social Impact

Dar Al Atta’a
Leadership in Social Impact

Mohamed Issa Al Zadjali, Chairman, Muscat Media Group Dr. Nooreen Al Balushi, Consultant General - Hepatobiliary and Liver Transplant Surgeon, Royal Hospi-
tal and Director of the Omani Center for Organ Transplantation, Ministry of Health

Ahmed Mohammed Ahmed ALMuadi
Environment Protection Initiative

Jusoor Foundation
Youth Engagement Initiative – Talent Development

Rufaida AlMaawali
Social Entrepreneurship Initiative

Omani Center for Organ Transplantation
Community Healthcare Initiative

Voltamp Energy
Community Development Empowerment Initiative

Areej Vegetable Oils & Derivatives
Outstanding Omanisation Achievement - Food Manufacturing

Vale
Leadership in CSR – Mining

MHD - ITICS
Women Empowerment Initiative – Diversified Business

Oman Cables Industry
Leadership in ESG - Manufacturing

Dar Al Atta’a
Leadership in Social Impact

Al Azhar Scientific Center 
Skill Development Initiative

Al Baraka Oilfield Services
In-Country Value (ICV) in Oil & Gas

Europcar Oman
Leadership in CSR in Car Rental Services

Oman Housing Bank
National Leadership in Housing Empowerment & Development

Worley
Leadership in Sustainable Business Practices

Sohar Port and Freezone
Leadership in Social Impact

MHD ACERE
Youth Engagement in Sports

Oman Sail
Disability Inclusion Initiative

Shell Oman Marketing
CSR Initiative of the Year

Ahli Bank
Leadership in CSR – Banking

Petroleum Development Oman
Women Empowerment Initiative – Oil & Gas

OQ8
Community Education Initiative
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Iyer-led side beats Pakistan by 19 
runs, clinches Asian Games gold

AICHI-NAGOYA: Team India 
made history, delivering a double 
gold in cricket. After the women’s 
team, the men’s team beat Paki-
stan in the gold medal clash by 19 
runs at the ongoing Asian Games 
on Saturday, on the back of heroic 
eff orts from Abhishek Sharma, 
Tilak Verma and Axar Patel. 

With this, India has secured its 
81st Asian Games medal, includ-
ing 19th gold to the tally. India has
also won 26 silver medals and 36 
bronze medals already. Earlier, the 
Harmanpreet Kaur-led women’s 
team had beaten Sri Lanka by 147 
runs to win a gold medal in wom-
en’s cricket.

During the run-chase of 212 
runs, Jasprit Bumrah did not have 
a very good start, conceding 11 
runs in the fi rst over, bowling two 
no-balls. 

Maaz Sadaqat and Sahibzada 
Farhan added a few boundaries be-
fore Washington Sundar struck to 
remove Sahibzada for a 11-ball 10. 
Pakistan was 33/1 in 3.4 overs.

In the next over, Axar Patel re-
moved Usman Khan for just three
runs, while the all-rounder start-
ed the seventh over by removing 
Maaz for 23 in 18 balls, with three
fours. Pakistan was down and out
at 39/3 in 6.1 overs. 

Hasan Nawaz and Saim Ayub
took control for Pakistan from
there on, with both collecting sixes
against spin of Abhishek Sharma 
and Ravi Bishnoi. Nawaz smashed
Bishnoi for two successive sixes
in the 10th over, ending the fi rst
half at 76/3, with Nawaz (26*) and
Ayub (12*) unbeaten.

Saim gathered two more fours
against Abhishek in the 11th over.

A massive leakage in Ravi Bish-
noi’s over, two sixes and a four 
from Hasan, put India in a spot of 
bother. Pakistan reached the 100-
run mark in 12.2 overs. 

Shivam Dube ended the 87-run 
stand, removing Saim for 29 in 22 
balls, with two fours and a six, with 
a catch from Washington Sundar. 
The wicket came at the right time 
just when things had started look-
ing bleak for India. Pakistan was 
126/4 in 14.1 overs. 

Hasan Nawaz carried on, get-
ting a six against Axar and a trio 
of boundaries against Dube in the 
17th over, bringing down the equa-
tion to 52 runs needed in 18 balls. 

Hasan was at 79 in 40 balls, with 
fi ve fours and fi ve sixes, playing a 
blinder for his nation. 

Washington broke the partner-
ship, removing Abdul Samad for 
just nine in nine balls, with Paki-
stan at 162/5 in 17.3 overs, India 
still needing Hasan’s big wicket. 

Pakistan continued to attack, with 
Saad Masood getting sixes against 
Sundar and Bumrah. The equation 
reached 33 in the fi nal over. India 
managed to defend the total, as Pa-
kistan ended at 192/6, with Hasan’s 
heroic 96 off  51 balls, with fi ve fours 
and seven sixes in vain. 

Axar Patel and Washington 
(2/29) delivered sensational 

spells, while Shivam Dube (2/33) 
also took two wickets.

Earlier, India posted a com-
manding 211/6 against Pakistan 
in the gold medal match with Ab-
hishek Sharma and Tilak Varma 
smashing quickfi re half-centuries 
on Saturday.

Batting fi rst, India made a fl ying 
start as openers Vaibhav Soorya-
vanshi and Abhishek Sharma 
smashed 24 runs off  Pakistan 
spinner Saad Masood in the sec-
ond over.

However, in the very next over, 
all-rounder Saim Ayub struck to 
dismiss Sooryavanshi, who scored 
15 off  nine balls, including two six-
es. The runs continued to fl ow as 
Abhishek hammered Ayub for a six 
and two consecutive boundaries, 
helping India reach 43/1.

On the fi fth ball of the fourth 
over, Pakistan pacer Ahmed 
Daniyal dismissed wicketkeeper-
batter Sanju Samson for just two 
runs. At the end of the fi fth over, 
India were 63/2.

On the fi nal ball of the sixth over, 
opener Abhishek Sharma complet-
ed his half-century off  just 20 balls 
against Daniyal. India fi nished the 
powerplay at 81/2, putting them-
selves in a strong position.

81/2 was India’s highest pow-
erplay score against Pakistan in 
T20Is, bettering 69/0 in the Asia 
Cup 2025 Super Fours fi xture in 
Dubai. Abhishek had got to 50 
off  24 balls in that game, which 
was India’s previous fastest fi fty 
against Pakistan in the format. 

Arafat Minhas then claimed the 
prized wicket of Abhishek Shar-
ma on the fi fth ball of the eighth 
over. The left-handed batter was 
stumped after playing a brilliant 
knock of 61 off  28 balls, including 
seven sixes and three fours. The 

Men in Blue strengthened their 
position after 10 overs, reaching 
114/3.

On the fi rst ball of the 14th over, 
Arafat Minhas claimed his second 
wicket, clean bowling wicket-
keeper-batter Ishan Kishan for 20 
off  18 balls, including three fours, 
as India reached 133/4. India lost 
captain Shreyas Iyer on the fi rst 
ball of the 15th over after Abrar 
Ahmed dismissed him for 21 off  
24 balls, including two fours. Af-
ter the end of the 16th over, India 
reached 142/5.

During the 18th over of Sufyan 
Moqim, Tilak Varma hammered 
one four and two consecutive sixes 
as India reached 172/5. In the very 
next over, Tilak Varma and Shi-
vam Dube hammered 23 runs off  
Saim Ayub as India raced to 195/5. 
On the fi rst ball of the 20th over, 
Ahmed Daniyal claimed the big 
wicket of Dube, who departed after 
scoring 27 off  15 deliveries, includ-
ing two fours and two sixes.

However, Varma shifted into 
top gear, hammering two consec-
utive sixes off  the third and fourth 
balls before completing his half-
century off  just 21 balls on the 
fi fth delivery, helping India cross 
the 200-run mark. India fi nished
with a commanding 211/6 in 20 
overs. Varma remained unbeaten 
on 22-ball 51, including three 
fours and four sixes.

For Pakistan, Ahmed Daniyal 
(2/43) and Arafat Minhas (2/25) 
claimed two wickets apiece, while 
Saim Ayub (1/47) and Abrar 
Ahmed (1/29) chipped in with one 
wicket each.

Brief Scores: India: 211/6 (Ab-
hishek Sharma 61, Tilak Verma 
51*, Arafat Minhas 2/25) beat Pa-
kistan: 192/6 (Hasan Nawaz 96, 
Saim Ayub 29, Axar Patel 2/29). -ANI

With this, India has

secured its 81st

Asian Games medal, 

including 19th gold 

to the tally. India has

also won 26 silver 

medals and 36 bronze 

medals already

Manchester City fi le appeal against 

guilty verdict on fi nancial rule breaches

MANCHESTER: Manchester
City have lodged a formal appeal 
against fi ndings of an independ-
ent regulatory commision as they 
seek to overturn a verdict seeing 
them being found guilty of violat-
ing several Premier League fi nan-
cial rules, reported Goal.com. 

An independent Commission 
has found Manchester City guilty 
of serious breaches of the Premier 
League’s fi nancial rules, includ-
ing violations “related to fi nancial 
reporting”, according to the Pre-
mier League website.

The statement on the Premier 
League website said the inde-
pendent Commission found that 
between the 2009/10 and 2017/18 
seasons, Manchester City “ar-
ranged ‘sham’ contracts with sev-
eral commercial partners, mis-
representing the true agreements 
between the parties, to artifi cially 
infl ate the club’s revenues and re-
duce its costs”.

The Commission also found 
that the club “fi led misstated ac-
counts, concealed the true state 
of its fi nances from auditors and 
football regulators”, signifi cant-
ly breached both the Premier 
League’s and UEFA’s spending 
limits, and committed multiple 
breaches of its duties of coopera-
tion and utmost good faith during 

the Premier League’s investiga-
tion, with three of the four alleged 
breaches upheld.

Man City, meeting the Friday 
deadline, submitted their paper-
work for appeal on Thursday, as 
per Goal.com.

The multi-time Premier 
League champions were ruled to 
have infl ated their revenues by 
upwards of 380 million pounds. 
On Friday, City released a state-
ment, denying any wrongdoing 
and maintaining their innocence, 
saying that the “opinion contains 
clear material errors of law, prin-
ciple and fact and is unsafe”. 

“Manchester City Football 
Club can confi rm that at 7pm on 
Thursday 1st October 2026 the 
club lodged its comprehensive 

appeal against the opinion of the 
Premier League Commission, in 
relation to the Premier League 
disciplinary matter. The club’s 
fi rm position is that, on multiple 
grounds, the opinion contains 
clear material errors, of law, prin-
ciple and fact and is unsafe,” said 
the statement, as per Goal.com.

The statement continued: “The 
club is innocent of the accusa-
tions made by the Premier League 
and a comprehensive body of ir-
refutable evidence exists in sup-
port of all of its positions, relating 
to this case. We will continue to 
respect due process and are nec-
essarily restricted in what we can 
say further until all proceedings 
are complete.”

City is expected to argue that 
their key sponsorships were 
bankrolled by Abu Dhabi Govern-
ment, not the club’s ownership 
group. The outcome of this appeal 
could have a massive impact on 
English Football. As per current 
regulations, the newly convened 
judicial panel will look into the 
initial decision instead of a full 
re-hearing of the original case, 
meaning that Man City will have 
to prove the errors in the Com-
mission’s initial ruling in order 
to overturn the verdict and avoid 
sanctions. -ANI

R E G U L A T O R Y  C O M M I S I O N

FIFA report on World Cup identifi es 

counter-pressing as defi ning trend
GENEVA: FIFA published a post-
tournament report of the 2026 
World Cup on Friday, saying the 
tournament showed the trend of 
counter-pressing and a redefi ned 
role of the goalkeepers.

The report, compiled by FIFA’s 
Technical Study Group and the 
FIFA Football Performance In-
sights Department, analyzed all 
104 World Cup matches to fi nd 
tactical innovation, evolving play-
er roles and new pathways to suc-
cess at the highest level.

According to FIFA, counter-
pressing is a double-edged asset 
identifi ed as one of the competi-
tion’s defi ning trends. “The top 
teams regularly succeeded in turn-
ing a loss of possession into an im-
mediate attacking opportunity,” it 
said.

Goalkeepers are increasingly 
used as active participants in the 
build-up phase and as a solution in 
the quest to overcome the opposi-
tion’s press, FIFA said.

FIFA said the analysis showed 
there is no single winning formula, 
describing it as “contrasting routes 
to success” - from aggressive high 
presses to disciplined low blocks 
and rapid transitions.

The report also explored the 
game across every phase of play 

to raise nine key topics, including 
building with a back three, wide-
player rotations, exploiting inside 
channels, progression through key 
players, high pressing, counter-
pressing, defensive blocks, attack-
ing transitions, and the evolving 
role of the goalkeeper.

“The objective is not simply 
to describe what happened, but 

to understand why it happened: 
how teams created and controlled 
space, how they attacked and 
defended, how individual roles 
evolved, and how the decisions of 
players and coaches infl uenced 
the diff erent moments of the 
game,” said FIFA chief of global 
football development, Arsene 
Wenger.

W O R L D  C U P  M A T C H E S

Verstappen secures his fi rst 

pole position of the season 

in the Bahrain Grand Prix

Teenage athletes take centre stage at Asian Games

SEPANG: Red Bull driver Max 
Verstappen secured his fi rst pole 
position of the season in the Bah-
rain Grand Prix in Malaysia on 
Saturday, as part of the Formula 
1 World Championship, and was 
joined on the front row by Ferrari 
driver Lewis Hamilton.

Verstappen’s teammate Isaac 
Hajjar was the third fastest driver, 
but he will drop to eighth on the start-
ing grid due to a penalty, allowing 
championship leader Kimi Antonelli 
of Mercedes to move up to third 
alongside Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc.

Verstappen was the last driver 
to win a Grand Prix in Malaysia 
in 2017, his second career victory, 
before the race was dropped from 
the Formula 1 calendar after the 
government said it could not af-
ford the costs.

After nine years in which he 

won four titles, the Dutchman
showed that he is still the most
prominent driver in Sepang, after
recording a time of 1 minute and
35.130 seconds.

Hamilton, who also has one win
at Sepang, suff ered from tire wear in
free practice, but the veteran Briton
snatched second place from Hajjar
in the fi nal moments of qualifying.

Hajjar exceeded the permitted
number of engines this season, re-
sulting in a penalty of dropping fi ve
places on the starting grid. -ONA

R E D  B U L L  D R I V E R A I C H I - N A G O Y A 

NAGOYA: Records have tumbled
and new stars have emerged at
the 2026 Asian Games, where a 
generation of young athletes has
made its mark across sports rang-
ing from swimming and athletics
to skateboarding and eSports.

Of China’s 815 athletes, 548
are making their Asian Games
debuts, while nearly a third were
born in 2005 or later. The young-
est is 12-year-old skateboarder
Cao Shiqi.

Cao fi nished fourth in the wom-
en’s park fi nal, just 1.63 points shy 
of the podium. The tears she shed
afterward, her coach said, would
only sharpen a talent whose com-
posure belies her age.

In the pool, 19-year-old Zhang 
Zhanshuo emerged as one of the
Games’ biggest stars, winning 
seven gold medals from eight
events to equal the record for the
most titles by an athlete at a single
Asian Games.

Zhang swept the men’s 200m,
400m, 800m and 1,500m free-

style titles, breaking the Asian
record in the 200m and Games
records in the 400m and 800m.
He added three relay golds, help-
ing China set Asian records in the
men’s 4x200m and 4x100m free-
style relays.

Zhang was not the only teen-
ager making waves at the Tokyo
Aquatics Center.

Yu Zidi, 13, won three indi-
vidual titles in four days. Victory 
in the women’s 200m butterfl y 
made her the youngest swimming 
gold medalist in Asian Games his-
tory before she broke the Asian
record in the 200m individual
medley and the Games record in

the 400m individual medley.
On the track, Chen Yujie col-

lected three golds and a silver on 
her Asian Games debut.

The Chinese sprinter won the
women’s 100m in a Games-record 
time, lowering the previous mark 
by 0.09 seconds. After taking sil-
ver in the 200m, she anchored 
China to victory in the women’s 
4x100m relay before producing 
a late surge to secure gold in the 
mixed 4x100m a day later.

Yan Ziyi needed only one
throw to make her mark. The
18-year-old won the women’s 
javelin with an opening eff ort 
of 70.46 meters, breaking the 
Games record by 4.37 meters and 
beating Japan’s Olympic cham-
pion Haruka Kitaguchi.

But the emergence of a new
generation has stretched well be-
yond China.

Japan’s 17-year-old Shin
Ohashi smashed the men’s 
200m breaststroke world re-
cord with a time of 2:04.83 and 

shared the 100m title with Chi-
na’s Dong Zhihao.

In eSports, 11-year-old Yuki 
Kurihara of Japan defeated South 
Korea’s Kang Dong-shin 10-2 in 
the Puyo Puyo Champions fi nal 
to become the youngest gold me-
dalist in Asian Games history.

Chinese Taipei’s Ku Yong-yan, 
12, took silver in the men’s skate-
boarding park with 87.33 points, 
fi nishing behind Japan’s Izuru 
Nagahara.

Other delegations also found 
young athletes breaking new 
ground.

Thailand’s Puripol Boonson, 
20, completed the men’s sprint 
double, winning the 100m in a 
Games-record 9.90 seconds be-
fore clocking 19.88 in the 200m 
to equal the Asian record held by 
China’s Xie Zhenye.

South Korea’s Kang Jun-i won 
the men’s street skateboarding 
title at 17, delivering his coun-
try’s fi rst Asian Games gold in the 
sport. -Xinhua
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MAJOR FORUM IN BAHRAINUS NATURAL GAS OUTPUT
The Sultanate of Oman will 
participate in the GCC Ministers of 
Trade, Industry and Standardisation 
meetings and the “Made in the Gulf 
2026” Forum and Exhibition, to be 
hosted by the Kingdom of Bahrain 
next Tuesday and Wednesday. >B2

NEW DELHI: US natural gas 
production reached an all-time high
in July 2026, driven primarily by 
increased output from the prolifi c 
Permian Basin, according to the
latest data from the US Energy 
Information Administration (EIA).

Business activity continues 
to grow in first half of 2026

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Business activity in
the Sultanate of Oman contin-
ued to expand during the fi rst half 
of 2026, supported by eff orts to 
develop the business environ-
ment, streamline procedures and 
strengthen trade and investment.

Data from the National Cen-
tre for Statistics and Information 
showed that the gross domestic 
product of the wholesale and re-
tail trade sector at current prices 
rose 5% during H1 2026 to about 
OMR1.735 billion, compared with 
the same period in 2025.

Foreign investment in trade 
activity also increased by 9.7% to 
approximately OMR305.3 million, 
refl ecting continued investment 
fl ows into the sector and the op-
portunities off ered by the Omani 
market.

Re-exports recorded the strong-
est growth among the indicators, 
rising 13.6% to about OMR1.14 
billion. The increase highlights 

Oman’s growing role in regional
and international trade, supported
by its strategic location, logistics
infrastructure and network of 
ports, airports and land crossings.

Nasra bint Sultan Al Habsi, Di-
rector General of Trade at the Min-
istry of Commerce, Industry and
Investment Promotion, said the
indicators refl ect the continued
expansion of commercial activity 
and underscore the importance of 
developing an effi  cient and fl exible

business environment that sup-
ports investment and strengthens 
Oman’s links with regional and 
global markets.

She said the growth in re-ex-
ports refl ects increased utilisation 
of Oman’s trade and logistics capa-
bilities.

The ministry, in coordination
with relevant authorities, is work-
ing to facilitate trade through vari-
ous ports, simplify import, export 
and re-export procedures and en-

hance integration among govern-
ment services provided to the pri-
vate sector.

Al Habsi added that the ministry 
is continuing to develop the legis-
lative and regulatory framework 
for the commercial sector, digitise 
services and simplify procedures 
through the Oman Business Plat-
form, improve the investor and 
trader experience, promote e-
commerce and competition, and 
enhance the effi  ciency of services 
provided to the private sector.

She noted that the 9.7% increase
in foreign investment in trade 
activities is an indicator of the 
attractiveness of the sector. The 
ministry is working to attract qual-
ity investments and connect them 
with available opportunities, while 
leveraging the advantages off ered 
by economic, free and industrial 
zones and Oman’s transport and 
logistics infrastructure.

The ministry is also working to
facilitate exports and re-exports, 
address challenges facing traders 
and exporters in coordination with 
government and private entities, 
and develop digital services and 
legislation governing commercial 
activities.

The gross domestic 

product of the

wholesale and retail 

trade sector at current 

prices rose 5% during 

H1 2026 to about 

OMR1.735 billion, 

compared with the

same period in 2025

Eff ective exchange 
rate index of Omani
rial rises by 0.4%
Times News Service

MUSCAT: The eff ective ex-
change rate index of the Omani
Rial rose by 0.4 percent, reach-
ing 116.8 points at the end of July 
2026, compared to 116.3 points at
the end of July 2025.

Preliminary data published by 
the National Centre for Statistics
and Information (NCSI) showed
that the currency issued in the
Sultanate of Oman grew by 4.9
percent by the end of July 2026,
reaching OMR1.585 billion, com-
pared to 1.511 billion by the end of 
July 2025.

The narrow money supply 
increased by 28 percent, reach-
ing OMR9.209 billion at the
end of July 2026, compared to
OMR7.193 billionat the end of 
July 2025.

Domestic liquidity also in-
creased by 14.9 percent, reach-
ing OMR29.252 billion at the
end of July 2026, compared to
OMR25.450 billionat the end of 
July 2025.

Additionally, foreign as-
sets decreased by 1.7 percent to
reach OMR7.283 billionat the
end of July 2026, compared to

OMR7.411 billionat the end of 
July 2025.

Private sector deposits
In the banking sector, private
sector deposits with commer-
cial banks and Islamic windows
increased by 12.9 percent by 
the end of July 2026, reaching 
OMR24.711 billion, compared to
OMR21.890 billionby the end of 
July 2025.

Total loans and fi nancing 
granted by commercial banks
and Islamic windows also in-
creased by 12.2 percent, reach-
ing OMR38.258 billionby the
end of July 2026, compared to
OMR34.100 billionby the end of 
July 2025.

N C S I  D A T A

Raysut Industrial 
City localises nine 
projects worth 
over OMR6.5mn
Times News Service

Muscat: Raysut Industrial City,
affi  liated with the Public Estab-
lishment for Industrial Estates
“Madayn”, received 27 invest-
ment applications during the fi rst
half of 2026, of which nine new
projects were localised with a to-
tal investment value of OMR6.55
million. Occupying a combined
area of 32,702.8 sqm, the projects
span several sectors, including 
food industries, iron manufac-
turing, mining industries, and
services sector, among others.
During the same period, fi ve un-
derperforming projects were
addressed through their replace-
ment with quality projects in tar-
geted sectors.

Hamid bin Ali Bait Said, Act-
ing Director General of Raysut
Industrial City, said that by the
end of the fi rst half of 2026, the
total cumulative investment vol-
ume in the industrial city had ex-
ceeded OMR521 million. The city 
employs 3,681 workers, of which
1,582 are Omanis, recording an
Omanisation rate of more than
44%.

“Raysut Industrial City cur-
rently covers an area of more than
3,994,141 sqm, with an occupancy 
rate of developed areas reaching 
around 98%. Future expansions
are planned over an area of up to
10,053,468 sqm,” he said.

He noted that Madayn contin-
ues to implement a number of de-

velopment projects and enhance 
basic services at Raysut Industri-
al City. These include providing 
water and wastewater services 
for Phases 2 and 3, as well as pre-
paring studies and master plans 
for the future expansions.

He added that several ap-
proved projects are expected to 
commence soon, including the 
expansion and development of 
infrastructure for new areas, the 
establishment of Madayn En-
trepreneurial Complex, and a 
project to enhance the city’s se-
curity systems. These projects 
are expected to support Raysut 
Industrial City in accommodat-
ing new investment applications 
and strengthening its competi-
tiveness. Raysut Industrial City 
enjoys a strategic location, ap-
proximately 4 km from the Port 
of Salalah and 15 km from Sala-
lah Airport. Its location provides 
access to markets in Africa and 
Asia, in addition to its proxim-
ity to the Yemeni market, thereby 
off ering competitive advantages 
in export and logistics. Raysut 
Industrial City also provides an 
attractive environment for food 
and pharmaceutical industries in 
Dhofar Governorate.

The management is currently 
working with a number of part-
ners to explore investment op-
portunities across supply chains 
related to the medical sector, as 
well as the project of establishing 
a cluster for food industries.

I N  H 1  2 0 2 6

Investors target bank and industrial stocks

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Investors on the
Muscat Stock Exchange targeted
shares of banks, investment, fi -
nance, insurance and industrial
companies in trading last month.
This was on the back of improve-
ment shown by these sectors in re-
cent months and the approaching 
announcement of the preliminary 
fi nancial results for the third quar-
ter of this year.

The gains recorded by the shares
of banks, investment, fi nance and
insurance companies were re-
fl ected in the performance of the
fi nancial sector index, which rose
220 points and closed above the
level of 13,600 points. The indus-
trial sector index rose by about
200 points and closed at 9,812
points, benefi ting from the rise in
the shares of Gulf Mushroom Pro-
duction, Al Anwar Ceramic Tiles,
Oman Chlorine, Voltamp Energy,

Oman Cement, Al Jazeera Steel 
Products, Galfar Engineering and 
Contracting and many other in-
dustrial stocks.

In September, the Muscat Stock 
Exchange saw the prices of 54 
securities rise, compared to 41 
securities whose prices declined 
and 13 securities that remained 
unchanged at their previous levels. 
However, the recorded increases 
were not refl ected in the main in-
dex, which was aff ected by the re-
corded declines and closed at 7,566 
points, down 37 points. The servic-
es sector index recorded the high-
est losses, aff ected by the decline 
in the shares of Asyad Shipping, 
OQ Gas Networks, Sohar Power 
and a number of other shares, and 
closed at 3009 points, down 51 
points.

The market capitalisation of the 
Muscat Stock Exchange rose to 
OMR39.23 billion by the end of last 
month, recording gains of about 

OMR590 million, benefi ting from
the rise in the market capitalisa-
tion of closed companies and pub-
lic shareholding companies listed
on the parallel market.

Trading value in September
recorded a decline of 6.4 percent
to OMR914 million, compared
to about OMR976.5 million in
August. However, the number
of transactions executed rose to
199,000, compared to 178,000 ex-
ecuted in August.

Bank Sohar International’s
stock attracted investors, witness-
ing trades worth OMR224.4 mil-
lion, representing 24.5 percent of 
the total trading value. OQ Basic
Industries came in second place
with trades worth OMR175.8 mil-
lion, Omantel came in third with
trades worth OMR99.1 million,
OQ Gas Networks came in fourth
place with trades worth OMR98.7
million Omani riyals, while OQ Ex-
ploration and Production came in

fi fth with trades worth OMR98.3 
million, representing 10.7 percent 
of the total trading value.

Dhofar Food and Investment 
shares led the gainers, rising by 
32.2 percent and closing at 291 
baisa. Oman Chromite shares also 
rose by 32.2 percent and closed 
at OMR4.800. Oman Arab Bank 
shares climbed to 340 baisa, rising 
by 31.2 percent. Gulf Mushroom 
Production shares rose by 15.2 per-
cent and closed at 492 baisa. Oman 
India Fertiliser shares rose by 11.7 
percent and closed at 228 baisa.

In contrast, National Alumini-
um Products shares recorded the 
highest losses, declining by 32.8 
percent and closing at 100 baisa. 
Asyad Shipping shares fell by 14.6 
percent and closed at 210 baisa. 
Sohar Power shares declined to 
190 baisa, recording a decrease 
of 13.6 percent. Oman Fisheries 
shares fell to 21 baisa, recording a 
decrease of 8.7 percent.

M S X  I N  S E P T E M B E R

MUSCAT: The Omani stock
market returned to the upside
during the week. The MSX
30 index rose 0.59% to close
at 7,598.51 points on Thurs-
day, ending a two-week los-
ing streak. Activity recovered
sharply. The volume of shares
traded jumped 55.23% week-on-
week and traded value climbed
52.47%. The next major catalyst
will be preliminary Q3 results
over the coming weeks.

“On the domestic front, S&P 
Global’s rating which cited fi s-
cal consolidation measures and
improved economic perfor-
mance also underpinned the
index. Market participants ad-
ditionally focused on geopoliti-
cal developments and US-Iran 
talks,” according to an industry 
watcher.

“Although mediators pursued 
eff orts to reach a diplomatic 
settlement between the two 
countries, prolonged ten-

sions and unclear negotiation 
timelines could continue to cap
further upside,” said  Daniel 
Takieddine Co-founder and 
CEO, Sky Links Capital Group.

Oil prices remained volatile
amid the ongoing uncertainty 
and concerns over the develop-
ments in the region. Reports of 
a potential US military buildup 
could fuel caution, while mar-
kets continue to react to any 
changes in maritime conditions 
and diplomatic progress. At 
the same time, elevated prices

provide a fl oor for Oman’s stock
market.

Meanwhile, attention re-
mained on US economic data 
this week. Lower-than-expect-
ed PCE fi gures and job market
data as well as softer messaging 
from some Federal Reserve 
governors led to a decrease in
interest rate hike expectations
in October, which could support 
risk appetite. 

At the sector level, the in-
dustry index fi nished the week
at 10,066.06 points, advancing 
by 1.60%. OQ Base Industries 
surged by 3.16%, while Oman
Cables Industry rose by 0.15%.
Meanwhile, Oman Cement 
eased by 0.77%.

The fi nancial index rose by 
0.90%, closing at 13,699.87 
points. Bank Dhofar posted
solid gains of 3.86%, while 
Al Anwar Investment was
up by 1.95%. National Bank 
Oman fi nished the week with

a 0.82% increase. At the same 
time, Oman Emirates Holding, 
Omnivest, Bank Muscat, and 
Madina Takaful declined by 
4.76%, 1.48%, 0.94%, and 0.90%,
respectively. 

The services index settled at
3,032.07 points, up by 0.76%. 
Abraj Energy Services, Ooredoo
and AlBatinah Power climbed
by 1.48%, 1.27% and 0.51%, re-
spectively. Asyad Shipping and 
Al Jazeera Services closed the 
week with more limited gains of 
0.48% and 0.40%, respectively. 
OQ Exploration and Production 
retreated by 0.83%.

“Looking ahead, investors
will continue to watch for any 
de-escalation signals that could 
ease tensions and improve 
sentiment. Any substantive 
updates could lift markets,
while prolonged geopolitical
uncertainty could keep risks 
in place,” Daniel Takieddine
further added.

Oman’s stock market edges higher in weekly trading

Domestic liquidity

also increased by

14.9 percent, reaching 

OMR29.252 billion



B2

MARKET
S U N DAY,  O CTO B E R  4 ,  2 0 2 6

29 Omani companies to showcase 
national products in Bahrain expo

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Sultanate of Oman
will participate in the GCC Minis-
ters of Trade, Industry and Stand-
ardisation meetings and the “Made
in the Gulf 2026” Forum and Exhi-
bition, to be hosted by the King-
dom of Bahrain next Tuesday and

Wednesday.
The participation aims to 

strengthen Gulf economic integra-
tion, enhance the competitiveness 
of national products and indus-
tries, and expand their access to re-
gional and international markets.

Oman’s delegation is headed 
by Ghalib bin Saeed Al-Maamari, 
Undersecretary of the Ministry of 
Commerce, Industry and Invest-
ment Promotion for Trade and In-
dustry, with representatives from 
the Ministry of Foreign Aff airs, the 
Small and Medium Enterprises 

Development Authority (Riyada), 
the Consumer Protection Authori-
ty and the Oman Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry.

A total of 29 Omani companies 
will also participate in the accom-
panying exhibition, showcasing 
national products and manufac-
turing capabilities.

The meetings include the 71st 
meeting of the GCC Trade Coop-
eration Committee, the 57th meet-
ing of the Industrial Cooperation 
Committee, the 12th meeting of 
the Ministerial Committee for 

Standardization Aff airs and the 
15th consultative meeting be-
tween GCC trade and industry 
ministers and heads of federations 
and chambers.

Al-Maamari said Oman’s partic-
ipation comes at a stage requiring 
Gulf integration to move beyond 
policy coordination towards great-
er impact on trade, industry and 
investment. He highlighted the im-
portance of removing obstacles to 
the movement of goods, strength-
ening value and supply chains, de-
veloping standardisation systems 

and creating wider opportunities
for private sector growth within 
and beyond GCC markets.

He said GCC countries have
strong economic, industrial and
logistical capabilities that can sup-
port deeper integration, adding 
that linking production capaci-
ties and comparative advantages
would strengthen Gulf content,
create joint industrial and invest-
ment opportunities and enhance
the competitiveness of Gulf prod-
ucts globally.

Al-Maamari noted that the par-
ticipation of 29 Omani companies
in “Made in the Gulf 2026” refl ects
the diversity of Omani industries 
and the development of national
production capabilities. The event 
provides an opportunity for Omani

companies to showcase their prod-
ucts, establish direct partnerships 
with Gulf businesses and explore 
opportunities for expansion, ex-
ports and participation in regional 
value chains.

The forum brings together min-
isters, decision-makers, industry 
leaders, investors and experts to 
discuss the future of Gulf industry. 
Its sessions cover access to global 
markets, green and sustainable 
manufacturing, industrial invest-
ment, product quality and compet-
itiveness, infrastructure, supply 
chains, fi nancing, , local content, 
smart factories and innovation.

An accompanying knowledge 
programme will continue until Oc-
tober 8, focusing on Gulf standard-
isation and conformity, industrial 
transformation and artifi cial intel-
ligence, smart factories, sustain-
ability, quality infrastructure and 
the role of technology in improving 
industrial effi  ciency.

Through its participation, Oman 
seeks to strengthen the position 
of its national industries within 
the Gulf manufacturing system, 
expand opportunities for Omani 
companies to establish partner-
ships and increase exports, and 
contribute to translating Gulf inte-
gration into joint projects and val-
ue-added economic opportunities.

The participation

aims to strengthen

Gulf economic

integration, enhance

the competitiveness 

of national products 

and industries, 

and expand their

access to regional 

and international

markets

BYD ATTO 3: Drive electric with 
special pricing, charger and more
MUSCAT: As part of BYD’s “Elec-
tric Today. Endless Possibilities.” 
campaign, the all-electric BYD 
ATTO 3 is available across Oman 
with a package of ownership ben-
efi ts designed to make the move 
to electric driving simpler and 
more rewarding. The campaign 
runs from 17 August to 17 Octo-
ber 2026, placing the ATTO 3 at 
the centre of BYD Oman’s electric 
SUV off ering.

From 17 August to 17 October 
2026, eligible retail customers 
purchasing the BYD ATTO 3 can 
benefi t from special pricing, one 
year of free insurance through 
Liva Insurance, a complimentary 
scheduled service package and a 
complimentary 2 kW 3-pin EV 
charger, subject to eligibility and 
applicable terms and conditions.

Customers fi nancing an eligible 
vehicle through Oman Arab Bank 
may also receive two months of 
complimentary instalments, sub-
ject to the bank’s approval. This 
will be for a loan of 6 years and 
above with a loan to value of 80% 

of vehicle purchase price. Terms 
and conditions apply.

Beyond the campaign benefi ts, 
the ATTO 3 continues to make a 
strong case for going electric in 
the Sultanate. It combines sharp 
styling, a distinctive interior and 
real everyday practicality, giving 
drivers an SUV that feels modern 
and exciting without asking them 

to give up effi  ciency for fun.

Chinese dragon
Inspired by the form of the Chi-
nese dragon, the ATTO 3 wears a 
bold, angular silhouette highlight-
ed by wing-shaped headlamps 
and 18-inch “Wing of Wind” alloy 
wheels. Its electric motor delivers 
201 hp and 310 Nm of torque, tak-

ing the SUV from 0 to 100 km/h
in 7.3 seconds. A WLTP-rated
range of 410 km gives the ATTO
3 the confi dence to handle daily 
city traffi  c as well as longer drives
along the coast.

Inside, the ATTO 3 breaks
from convention with a cabin
concept inspired by the gym. Pre-
mium trim and playful design

details run throughout, while a 
12.8-inch touchscreen supports 
Android Auto and Apple CarPlay 
for smooth navigation and enter-
tainment integration on the move. 
Intelligent driver-assistance sys-
tems work alongside BYD’s Blade 
Battery to support confi dence and 
peace of mind on every journey.

The vehicle remains backed
by BYD’s protection package: a 
6-year or 150,000 km vehicle war-
ranty and an 8-year or 200,000 
km battery warranty, whichever 
comes fi rst in each case, subject to 
applicable terms and conditions.

Visit a BYD showroom in Oman
today to experience the ATTO 
3 in person, arrange a test drive 
and take advantage of the current 
campaign benefi ts before they end 
on 17 October 2026.

In Oman, BYD vehicles are 
distributed by World Auto Busi-
ness LLC. For more details, to 
check stock availability, or to 
schedule a test drive, please call 
72225925. You can also visit 
www.bydoman.com

B Y D  O M A N ’ S  E L E C T R I C  S U V  O F F E R I N G

Bank Muscat wins Best Digital Customer Service Award
MUSCAT: Reaffi  rming its lead-
ership in delivering an advanced
banking experience and its contin-
ued investment in innovation and
digital transformation, Bank Mus-
cat, the leading fi nancial services
provider in the Sultanate of Oman,
has been recognised with the “Best
Digital Customer Service” Award
at the CX Live Awards Middle East
2026. The prestigious recognition
acknowledges the Bank’s continu-
ous eff orts to develop an integrated
ecosystem of digital services and
solutions that enhance customer
experience while making banking 
simpler, faster, more convenient
and effi  cient. The award was pre-
sented at a recently held ceremony 
in Dubai, United Arab Emirates,
attended by distinguished repre-
sentatives and professionals from
across the Middle East and be-
yond. Salim bin Said Al Shanfari,
representative of Bank Muscat at
its UAE Representative Offi  ce, re-
ceived the award on behalf of the
Bank.

The recognition refl ects the suc-
cess of Bank Muscat’s strategy of 
placing customers at the heart of 
its development and innovation
initiatives while leveraging mod-
ern technologies to deliver a seam-
less and integrated banking expe-
rience across multiple channels.
The Bank continues to implement
a wide range of digital initiatives
and projects aimed at simplifying 
processes, reducing the time and

eff ort required to complete trans-
actions, and enabling customers 
to access banking services con-
veniently anytime and anywhere. 
The award also recognises Bank 
Muscat’s ongoing commitment to 
enhancing customer experience 
through innovation and the con-
tinuous development of its digital 
capabilities. Digital transforma-
tion remains a key enabler in the 
Bank’s eff orts to deliver meaning-

ful value to customers by providing 
solutions that are simple, secure, 
fast and responsive to their evolv-
ing needs. Bank Muscat continues 
to invest in emerging technologies 
while actively incorporating cus-
tomer feedback and insights into 
the development of its products 
and services.

Over the past period, Bank Mus-
cat has continued to expand the 
range of services available through 

its Mobile Banking application 
and Internet Banking platform, 
enabling customers to complete an 
increasing number of transactions 
digitally without the need to visit 
a branch. Among these enhance-
ments is the digital Know Your 
Customer (KYC) update service, 
which enables customers to up-
date their personal information 
conveniently through digital chan-
nels while receiving notifi cations 

on the progress of their requests.
The Bank has also enhanced

convenience by enabling cus-
tomers to request banking cards 
through the Mobile Banking ap-
plication and have them delivered 
directly to their preferred location, 
providing greater fl exibility and re-
ducing the need for branch visits.

As part of its eff orts to further
enhance customers’ digital experi-
ence, Bank Muscat introduced the 
Instant Digital Personal Loan ser-
vice through its Mobile Banking 
application. The service enables 
eligible customers to complete 
the personal loan process through 
a simplifi ed and effi  cient digital 
journey, demonstrating the Bank’s 
continued focus on leveraging 
technology to streamline process-
es, reduce turnaround times and 
provide customers with faster ac-
cess to banking solutions.

In the area of payments, Bank
Muscat continues to expand its 
portfolio of modern digital pay-
ment solutions, providing custom-
ers with secure, convenient and 
seamless options for their every-
day transactions. The continuous 
enhancement of services available
through Mobile Banking and In-
ternet Banking provides custom-
ers with greater fl exibility in man-
aging their accounts and carrying 
out transfers, payments and other 
banking transactions through se-
cure digital channels.

Beyond individual products and

services, Bank Muscat continues 
to strengthen the overall customer 
journey across its various touch-
points by leveraging technology, 
data and customer feedback to bet-
ter understand evolving expecta-
tions.

This approach supports the de-
sign and enhancement of services 
that are increasingly aligned with 
customers’ needs and preferences. 
The Bank follows an integrated 
omnichannel approach that brings 
together its digital platforms, ex-
tensive branch network and Con-
tact Centre to deliver a consistent, 
convenient and seamless banking 
experience.

Demonstrating its commitment 
to making banking support more 
accessible, Bank Muscat was also 
the fi rst fi nancial institution in the 
Sultanate of Oman to introduce 
customer enquiries and banking 
service requests through What-
sApp, using the Bank’s existing 
Contact Centre number, 24795555. 
The service provides customers 
with an additional convenient 
channel to communicate with the 
Bank, submit enquiries and re-
quest various banking services and 
facilities.The initiative refl ects 
Bank Muscat’s commitment to 
keeping pace with technological 
developments and strengthening 
direct and digital engagement with 
customers, while facilitating faster 
access to banking support and in-
formation.
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India’s GDP 
forecast
remains at 7%

NEW DELHI: NITI Aayog Mem-
ber Arvind Virmani has retained 
his forecast of 7 per cent GDP 
growth for India this year, while 
cautioning that the economy con-
tinues to face a wide range of un-
certainty amid unresolved trade 
issues and global developments.

Speaking to ANI on the sidelines 
of the Kautilya Economic Con-
clave, Virmani said he had raised 
his growth forecast from 6.5 per 
cent to 7 per cent earlier this year, 
while simultaneously expanding 
the uncertainty range.

My forecast
“My forecast right now for the 
whole year is still the same. 7% 
plus or minus 1%,” Virmani said.

Explaining his approach to eco-
nomic forecasting, he said uncer-
tainty was an inherent part of mac-
roeconomic conditions and should 
be factored into projections rather 
than ignored.

“Uncertainty is a fact of mac-
roeconomic life,” Virmani said, 
adding that there could always be 
developments that had not been 
anticipated. — ANI

F O R  T H I S  Y E A R
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 VACANCYCARGORENT

RENT OR SALE?

Email to : amcoman@ 
choueirigroup.com

Email: amcoman@choueirigroup.com

PLACE 
YOUR 

ADVT HERE
Send your ad to: amcoman@

choueirigroup.com

CARGO MADE 
SIMPLE

Advertise with us

Send your advertisement to: 
amcoman@choueirigroup.com

ACCOUNTS/FINANCE
Looking for a Accountant
job, having Oman DL. Contact: 
96197085 

Looking for job in Accounts 
with D/L. Contact: 92092486 

Indian Male - CPA, CMA, CA 
Finalist, MCom with 13+ yrs 
Finance exp. in Reporting, 
FP&A, Budgeting, MIS & ERP 
Implementation. Seeking 
Senior Finance role. Phone: 
98078321

Senior Accountant cum 
procurement (FMCB, 
construction), finance 
job required with D/L & 
NOC MBA-finance, 8+yrs 
experience in accounts, 
finance, admin (finalization, 
audit, MIS, banking, cash flow, 
VAT, payroll, etc). Contact: 
94822604 

Indian female MCom 
qualified, 10 yrs of experience 
in home country seeking job. 
Tally ERP, busy, Manager.io 
Contact: 95473637 

ADMINISTRATION

Indian female, MSc ,
Industrial Psychologyy gy
graduateg  with 1 yr HR y
experience, seeking HR, p , g
Administration, Sales ,
or Marketing roles. g
Excellent communication, 
coordination & people p p
management skills.g
Contact: 99680529, Email: ,
evapraisy@gmail.com

ACCOUNTS/FINANCE
Male looking a 
suitable post. Admin 
or accounts. Contact: 
75224936 

Male looking for suitable
post admin or accounts. 
Contact: 72412899

Indian male graduate with 
20 yrs experience seeks 
job for executive secretary, 
admin or any other suitable 
post. Presently available in 
Muscat. Contact: 91410074. 

DRIVER
Driver with 15 yrs 
experience looking for job
as house driver. Contact: 
92503551 

ENGINEER

Civil Engineer with 10 yrs 
GCC experience having 
valid visa and D/L seeks 
placement. Contact: +968 
79585378, Email: vineesh.
v35@gmail.com 

PE/CM with 12 yrs Oman 
exp. in Building construction 
and skilled in project mgmt., 
execution, coordination 
& team leading. Visa till 
07/ 2027 immediate 
join. Contact: 78740621- 
mhdhaneefa2020@gmail.
com 

ENGINEER
Experienced Mechanical 
engineer with 7 yrs of 
experience currently 
seeking opportunities in 
Oman. Kindly consider my 
profile for suitable positions. 
Contact  95778415. Email 
Samsanju770@gmail.com

HVAC Engineer VV with 
4 years experience in 
Design, Installation & 
Project Execution, seeking 
a suitable job opportunity 
in Oman. Currently In 
Oman. Contact Number : 
75266389 

MEP, HVAC Eng:VV  4+yrs 
Oman experience with valid 
D/L is available. Contact: 
+968-75020107  

IT
Full-Stack Software 
Engineer, 2+ yrs GCC exp 
in web apps, e-commerce 
& portals. Present in 
Oman, immediate joiner. 
WhatsApp/Call: +968-
96094823, Email- 
sadullah2000@gmail.com

IT support, system support 
Engineer with 1.5 yrs 
experience in India seeking 
opportunities in Muscat. 
Currently in Oman, available 
for immediate joining. 
Contact: +968 95848213

LOGISTICS
Supply chain professional
with 4+ yrs of experience 
in logistics & inventory
management, seeking 
immediate employment. 
Interested employers may 
contact  +968 75287206 

Experienced store, 
warehouse in-charge 
with 14 yrs of experience 
in warehouse and store 
management within the 
furniture industry, along 
with hands-on involvement 
in site installation work 
in Oman, with valid D/L 
seeking suitable position. 
Contact: 79994705 

MISCELLLANEOUS

Indian male, 8 yrs Oman 
exp, D/L & NOC seeks job. 
Ready to join. Contact:
72848242

PURCHASE/
PROCUREMENT

Indian male, MBA 13 yrs of 
professional experience in 
procurement & commercial, 
logistics available for 
immediate joining. Contact: 
92536194

SALES/MARKETING

Experienced FMCG 
Sales professional 
with 7+ yrs in Oman. 
Seeking sales supervisor, 
HORECA, sales executive, 
business development 
or unit manager roles. 
Immediate joining. Contact: 
+968-98706181. Email:  
zaidahmadsyed87@gmail.
com 

Looking for the position 
of sales executive, having 
10yrs experience in Oman 
with D/L, fluent in English, 
Arabic and Hindi. Ready to 
join immediately. Contact 
No: 90586123, Email: 
ubaidkhn84@gmail.com

Indian male MMS 2 yrs 
of sales and marketing 
experience looking for 
suitable opportunities. 
Immediate joining. 
Contact: 91415250, Email: 
tambesalwan@gmail.com 

Indian Male, BBA, 20 
years experience in Sales & 
Marketing in Oman. Holding 
valid Oman driving license 
seeks suitable placement.  
Contact No: 93011232  
Email: jitinjoshua920@
gmail.com 

Hindu Viswakarma  boy, 
Doctor, MS (ENT), 28/173 
cm, currently working in 
Pondicherry, seeks suitable 
alliance from parents of 
professionals. Cast no 
bar. Contact: +968 97891959

JOB WANTED

ACCOUNTS/FINANCE
Indian male Senior 
accountant with 11 yrs y
experience in Financial p
reporting, cost control, p g, ,
audit, VAT & MS office. ,
Seeking suitable positions. g p
Contact: 92719164. Email: 
gah489337@gmail.com 

Indian male MBA, , 12 yrs y
of experience in accounts p
& procurement looking p g
for suitable opportunities. pp
Contact: 98104268, Email: ,
shinishakir@gmail.com 

Accountant having 10 yrs 
gulf experience in accounts, 
D/L and NOC Available 
Contact: 79192017

Chief Accountant with 25 
yrs experience in accounts 
can handle the accounts 
department till finalization 
looking for a suitable position.  
Immediate Joining. Contact: 
79415454 

Experienced male seeking a 
position as Senior Accountant 
/ Credit Controller - Contact: 
+968-77182390, Email: 
nisath@gmail.com 

JOB WANTED

Quality car rentals
at competitive prices.

WJ Towell Group Company
2,000

Muscat
9679 0684

Sohar

Salalah

9731 6218
9429 9325

www.orbit-oman.com

JOB WANTED

Contact : 91736863

ENGINEER

FINANCE

CONTACT : 72420067, 95272057

FINANCE
17+ years’ Oman experience (Logistics,
hospitality, manufacturing, contracting, 

trading). OACPA Consultant. Expert 
in IFRS, VAT, corporate tax, banking

facilities & project costing.

WA:79788708 | neilks2020@gmail.com

ENGINEER
SENIOR CIVIL ENGINEER

with 21+ yrs experience in building construction, 
FM, civil maintenance, QS, site execution, project

coordination and documentation. Seeking a
suitable position in Oman. 

 94194399  Ahmadoman015@gmai.com

PROCUREMENT

Whatsapp : 75123132

15+ yrs experience in Oman EPC, 
EPCM manufacturing, PEB & Oil 

& Gas sector. 
Good in Logistics & Freight, Import & 
Customs clearance Incoterms2020.

Contact : 94976056

Seeking a suitable position in Sales, Marketing 
having 16 yrs of experience in Oman & 25 yrs of 

SALES/MARKETING

MATRIMONIAL

MANAGER
PROJECT MANAGER/ 
PROJECT DIRECTOR

seeking senior management/ leadership 
position in major civil engineering projects. 

Experienced, available & ready to lead.

 94108621   princejacub@gmail.comURGENTLY REQUIRED

nk119229@gmail.com
Contact email to:

A Reputed ELV and ICT 
Company based in Oman 

muscat is looking 

SALES / TECHNICAL 
ENGINEER 

for with DL & Good Sales 
Skills interested candidate

Email: chris_alwin@yahoo.com
Contact : +968 9383 5905

Indian, male, Masters in degree in HR 
HR/FINANCE

VACANCY

info@goisoman.com
Interested candidates, send your CV to:

SALES EXECUTIVE (OUTDOOR) 

:  

Skills:  

JOB VACANCY

URGENTLY REQUIRED

admin@ahsauto.com
Send your CV to 

ACCOUNTANT with experience in T
Audit up to Finalization, VAT & Admin.
AUTO-ELECTRICIANS with experience 
in Starters & Alternator repair. 
SALESMEN for Spare parts and
Hydraulic Hoses.
HYDRAULIC HOSE TECHNICIANS
OUTDOOR SALESMAN/MARKETING
SPECIALISTS

ADVERTISE WITH US
Send your advt. to:  amcoman@choueirigroup.com

Send your advertisement to amcoman@choueirigroup.com

Send your advertisement to 
amcoman@choueirigroup.com
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WORLD

Once upon a time in Iraq: Food, war, and the pursuit of peace
BEIJING: In the closing scene of 
the hit Chinese fi lm “Once Upon 
a Time in the Middle East,” sun-
light fi lls a post-war restaurant as 
a waiter introduces the house spe-
cialty, namely “Xu Fu Rice Stew,” a 
humble dish born out of wartime 
hardship.

It begins as a simple pot of 
braised rice, made by a Chinese 
cook named Xu Fu for hungry chil-
dren fl eeing a regional fi ght. Yet the 
dish holds something deeper — a 
shared hope for peace.

The waiter is played by Ameen 
Muneer Mohammed Al-Obaidi, 
an Iraqi who goes by the Chinese 
name Fang Haoming. He is a young 
reporter and a survivor of the 
Iraq War launched by the United 
States. In 2003, when American 
missiles lit up the night sky over 
his hometown Baghdad, Al-Obaidi 
was barely three years old.

“The only food we had then 
was raw potatoes and rock-hard 
fl atbread. Even that wasn’t guar-
anteed,” he recalled. “My father 
would queue for hours to get two 
or three potatoes for the family.”

“When I saw the rubble and graf-
fi ti on set, it brought everything 
back,” said Al-Obaidi. He moved to 
Yinchuan, the capital city of north-
west China’s Ningxia Hui Autono-
mous Region, in 2011 to reunite 
with his elder sister. She had mar-
ried a Chinese man she met in the 
Middle East and later settled down 
in Yinchuan.

“Before I came to China, I didn’t 
know what peace was,” he said.

A few days after Al-Obaidi set-
tled in the Chinese city, he encoun-
tered the Spring Festival, which is 
China’s most important tradition-
al festival, when families gather for 
reunion and celebration.

At night, the sound of fi recrack-
ers and fi reworks startled the Iraqi 
family. “Where I come from, when 
you hear that sound, everyone 
tenses up and wants to get into a 
bomb shelter,” Al-Obaidi noted.

But what he saw outside was 
very diff erent: children laughing 
and cheering, families holding 
each other as colorful fi reworks lit 
up the sky. “That was the fi rst time 
I realised such sounds can bring 
happiness, not necessarily fear,” he 
added.

Ever since, the Spring Festival 
has been Al-Obaidi’s favourite 
holiday, and he makes sure to have 
Chinese New Year’s Eve dinner 
with family and friends every year.

“Being able to sit down to a 
peaceful meal is the greatest joy for 
us,” the young man said.

This idea lies at the heart of the 
fi lm. According to Wen Muye, the 
fi lm’s director, the decision to tell 
a war story through a restaurant 
came from a simple contrast: war 
brings destruction, while food is 
closely associated with warmth, 
reunion and everyday happiness.

The fi lm follows Xu’s journey to 
the Middle East to work in a Chi-
nese restaurant after falling into 
debt at home. Alongside restaurant 
manager Ma Junsheng, he helps 
build a popular eatery that be-
comes a gathering place for people 

from diverse backgrounds. Then 
war breaks out, and the restaurant, 
once a place of ordinary life, gets 
caught up in the violence.

The fi lm frequently returns to 
the theme of cooking, from dump-
lings made before Xu leaves home 
to a wedding banquet where Chi-
nese and Arab food traditions 
come together. Later, as Xu fl ees 
the fi ghting with a group of or-
phaned children, he prepares a 
simple pot of rice.

The meal is modest, Wen said, 
but for the frightened children, it 
off ers something more important, 
providing a moment of security 
and a taste of normal life. The dish 
eventually becomes known as Xu 
Fu’s braised rice at the restaurant.

Since its release in August, the 
fi lm has generated strong box-of-
fi ce numbers and positive reviews, 
grossing over 2.3 billion yuan 
(about $343 million).

Though set in the Middle East, 
the war drama’s emotional centre 
lies elsewhere. It can be found in 
the universal desire for an ordi-
nary life, where a person can eat, 
work and sit together with family 

without fear.
“Don’t forget to eat properly” is

an everyday Chinese expression of 
care. In the fi lm, it becomes some-
thing much larger, a reminder of 
the normal life war threatens to
take away.

Though Al-Obaidi had never
acted before this fi lm, Wen was
determined to cast the young Iraqi
who had lived through war and
embraced peace. Explaining his ra-
tionale, Wen said, “Just him stand-
ing there is the best performance.”

The Loong Restaurant, where
Xu works as a chef in the hit fi lm,
also draws on real-life stories. For
decades, running restaurants has
been one of the most common
ways Chinese people make a living 
overseas, and some Chinese res-
taurants have become unexpected
meeting places between cultures.

Chen Xianzhong, an Arabic-
language graduate who fi rst visited
Iraq in 1984, left his stable job in
a Chinese state-owned company 
years later and opened a Chinese
restaurant named Yan Loong Wan
in downtown Baghdad in 2003.

At the time, it was one of just

a few Chinese restaurants in the 
city. As Iraq is a Muslim-majority 
country, Chen said, he made sure 
that all the ingredients used in the 
restaurant were in line with local 
customs and acceptable to Muslim 
diners.

Then the Iraq War broke out,
and Chen nonetheless refused 
to give up his business. In a city 
where explosions shattered win-
dows and fear emptied the streets, 
the restaurant became something 
rare: a taste of normal life. Diners 
could fi nd authentic Chinese dish-
es, including dumplings, alongside 
local specialties such as samoon, a 
type of bread common in Iraq.

Local Iraqi families, interna-
tional journalists and diplomats, 
and even American soldiers arriv-
ing in armored vehicles, all came 
to eat, Chen said, adding that the 
restaurant put him in touch with 
many walks of life. When car 
bombs eventually made the city 
too dangerous to live in, Chen 
closed the restaurant in 2005 and 
sent his Chinese staff  home. But he 
chose to stay, continuing to run a 
hotel and a shopping mall.

“I had already got to know the
country, and I could use the lan-
guage I learned every day,” he told 
Xinhua when explaining his deci-
sion to stay in Iraq despite the con-
fl ict. For Chen, opportunity and 
risk went hand in hand, and he was 
prepared to take that risk.

“Almost every penny I earned
came from Iraq,” the 72-year-
old said. “Now I just want to give 
something back -- to the Iraqi peo-
ple and to my fellow Chinese.”

Hospitality, Chen recalled, is
woven into the fabric of Iraqi life. 
His neighbors, some of them farm-
ers with orchards, would drop by 
with fresh dates and sometimes 
even an entire grilled fi sh.

“I’ve been to many places in
the Middle East, and Iraq is my 
favorite. People there are very 
friendly to the Chinese,” he said, 

adding that he often gives his 
neighbours Chinese porcelain 
products as tokens of appreciation 
for their kindness.

Chen’s real-life story echoes one 
of the fi lm’s central ideas: even in 
times of confl ict, ordinary people 
keep looking for places to eat, talk 
and connect.

China and Arab countries boast 
a long history of friendly exchang-
es. For centuries, Chinese and Arab 
civilizations have traveled along 
the land and maritime Silk Roads, 
exchanging goods, knowledge and 
ideas across vast distances.

For Al-Obaidi, the young Iraqi 
who grew up in China, the warmth 
he has experienced across cultures 
is part of this longer history. China 
and the Arab world may lie far 
apart on the map, he said, but they 
share the same reverence for peace 
and yearning for a better life, cher-
ishing family and hospitality alike.

When Al-Obaidi fi nally returned 
to Baghdad in 2024, he found con-
struction cranes rising where 
shells once fell. Chinese compa-
nies are among those contributing 
to the rebuilding of his homeland, 
including by building schools.

“Looking at those children’s 
smiling faces, I recalled my child-
hood, and at that moment, I was 
convinced that the future of Iraq 
would be diff erent,” he said.

On his third visit to China this 
June, former Iraqi President Ab-
dul Latif Rashid spoke highly of 
China’s constructive role in Iraq’s 
post-war reconstruction and ex-
pressed gratitude for China’s valu-
able support in energy, infrastruc-
ture and other areas.

Speaking to Xinhua on the side-
lines of the 2026 Forum on Global 
Human Rights Governance in Bei-
jing in June, Rashid commended 
China’s eff orts to improve inter-
national relations and advance hu-
man rights. — Xinhua

H I T  C H I N E S E  F I L M
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EU ministers mull new ways 
to curb irregular migration

LUXEMBOURG: The interior
ministers of European Union
countries met in Luxembourg 
to discuss ways to strengthen
border controls and curb un-
documented migration into the
27-member bloc.

Following the talks, they ap-
proved a new regulation to 
boost deportations of irregular
migrants.

It will allow member states  to 
establish so-called return hubs 
outside the EU for migrants who 

are legally required to leave the 
bloc but cannot be returned to 
their countries of origin.

Countries including Denmark,
Austria, Greece, Germany and
the Netherlands have been ex-
ploring options to change migra-
tion policy and set up such mi-
grant centres. 

What did the ministers say?
“When it comes to return hubs,” 
Danish Interior Minister Morten 
Bodskov told reporters, “it’s pro-

gressing very well.”
“We are moving in the right di-

rection,” he said without provid-
ing further details.

German Interior Minister Al-
exander Dobrindt said there were 
“preliminary” talks on return 
hubs but declined to say which 
countries were involved.

More work was needed to make 
sure any agreement would with-
stand possible lawsuits, he said.

“These agreements are meant 
to be sustainable in the long term,” 

Dobrindt noted, adding that he 
was nevertheless hopeful that a 
fi rst deal could be sealed by the 
end of the year.

Dutch Migration Minister Bart 
van den Brink said a technical 
mission already visited a potential 
host country in early September.

Supporters of the policy say 
return hubs could facilitate repa-
triations and act as a deterrent for 
would-be irregular migrants.

But critics question their legal-
ity and argue that they violate mi-

grants’ fundamental rights.

Suspending asylum process 
in emergencies?
On Thursday, Greece even pro-
posed temporarily suspending 
asylum applications in emergency 
situations. The right to seek asy-
lum is guaranteed by the EU Char-
ter of Fundamental Rights. 

Athens argued that current 
rules are inadequate to handle
mass arrivals as in Spain’s North
African enclave of Ceuta this
summer.

The Spanish government es-
timates over 72,000 migrants 
entered Ceuta in late July. While 
most of them have since returned, 
some 10,000 remain, reinforc-
ing calls in some EU capitals for 
a tougher approach. The Spanish 
government has said only minors 
and small groups of the people 
who entered Ceuta were brought 
to mainland Spain. 

Greece’s proposal appeared to 
draw support from some member 
states. “We have to fi nd a legal way 
not to bring them into the asylum 
procedure,” said Dutch Migration 
Minister van den Brink. “In situa-
tions like Ceuta, it should be treat-
ed as  a border management issue 
rather than an asylum issue.” — DW
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Is Ethiopia at risk of a proxy war?
ADDIS ABABA: Over the past 
week, three militias from a new 
alliance, led by the Tigray People’s 
Liberation Front (TPLF), have 
been fi ghting the Ethiopian Na-
tional Defence Force (ENDF) in 
northern Ethiopia.

The heterogeneous alliance that 
calls itself the “Ethiopian Peoples’ 
Forces Alliance for Survival” 
brings together seven armed do-
mestic groups that oppose Prime 
Minister Abiy Ahmed’s federal 
government. However, the ENDF 
has painted a picture of an alliance 
that extends far beyond Ethiopia’s 
borders: Its commander-in-chief, 
Field Marshal Birhanu Jula, ac-
cused Eritrea, Sudan and Egypt of 
supporting the TPLF.

Sudan dismissed the allegation 
as “baseless.” Its military govern-
ment countered with accusations 
that Ethiopia was supporting the 
Rapid Support Forces (RSF) mi-
litia that has been fi ghting Sudan’s 
army for over three years.

Eritrea said Ethiopia was at-
tempting to shift responsibility 
for its own internal confl icts onto 
its neighbors. Cairo, meanwhile, 
issued a fl at denial.

A domestic confl ict with 
“external actors” 
Viewing developments in north-
ern Ethiopia as a domestic aff air 
is not the full picture, according 
to experts. “While it is primarily a 
domestic confl ict, it certainly has 

a foreign policy dimension due to 
the many external actors directly 
or indirectly involved,” said Su-
sanne Stollreiter, the head of the 
Ethiopia offi  ce of the Germany’s 
Friedrich Ebert Foundation.

Stollreiter told DW that these 
actors have their own interests in 
the region — interests that could 
potentially be advanced by the 
confl ict.

“If this confl ict escalates, I 
would even assume that it could 
truly lead to a kind of confl agra-
tion across the region, given the 
various confl ict dynamics here in 
the Horn of Africa.”

Egypt and Sudan have long har-
bored grievances against Ethiopia 
because the source country of the 

Blue Nile dammed the river just
before the border. Sudan has been 
caught up in a brutal civil war 
since April 2023. Both sides to the 
confl ict — the Sudanese Armed
Forces (SAF) and the RSF mili-
tia — are believed to have ties to 
partners that are now fi ghting on 
opposing sides in Ethiopia.

On one hand there’s the Suda-
nese government and the TPLF,
which was largely defeated in the
2020–22 Tigray War in Ethiopia. 
Many Tigrayan fi ghters went into
exile in Sudan where they organ-
ised as “Army 70” and fought
alongside the SAF against the
RSF. “They played quite an im-
portant role in the Sudan Armed
Forces pushing back against the

RSF in eastern Sudan and even 
into Khartoum. And then that 
relationship continued,” said 
Magnus Taylor, Deputy Project 
Manager, Horn of Africa at the 
think tank International Crisis 
Group (ICG).

“The issue that the federal gov-
ernment of Ethiopia has is that it 
appears that Sudan is in a kind of 
alignment or an alliance with one 
of the strongest opposition groups 
in the country.”

In May, the Sudanese govern-
ment hosted high-ranking repre-
sentatives of the TPLF and lead-
ers of other Ethiopian groups that 
are critical of Abiy. Some of those 
groups are now part of the new 
seven-member alliance. — DW

A R M E D  D O M E S T I C  G R O U P S

5 people dead in 
mine collapse

KABUl: Five workers have been 
killed after a mine collapsed in 
northern Afghanistan’s Takhar 
province, local media outlet 
TOLOnews reported on Saturday.

Naqibullah Masroor, head of 
press and public relations at the 
Takhar Police Command, told 
TOLOnews that the incident oc-
curred at a mine in the Shah Mas-
tan Valley of Chah Ab district.

Masroor said the local authori-
ties would release further details 
about the incident later.

The report did not say when the 
incident occurred.

Bordering Tajikistan, Takhar 
province is rich in various mineral 
resources and has attracted many 
miners over recent years. — Xinhua

N .  A F G H A N I S T A N

Four-vehicle 
crash leads 
to death of 20
and injures 5

ABUJA: Twenty people were
killed and five others injured
in a crash involving four vehi-
cles in Nigeria’s central Plateau
State, a road safety official said
on Saturday.

A major highway
The incident occurred along the 
Hawan-Kibo-Jos road, a major 
highway in the country’s central 
region, on Friday afternoon, Oson-
du Ohaeri, national spokesperson 
for the Federal Road Safety Corps, 
told Xinhua by telephone.

Citing a preliminary investiga-
tion, Ohaeri said the crash was 
caused by “brake failure and loss of 
control.”

A total of 25 people were in-
volved in the incident, he said, 
adding that the fi ve injured had 
been taken to a local hospital for 
treatment.

Bus lost control
Some witnesses said a passenger
bus lost control while descending 
a hill in the area and rammed into
other vehicles, including a truck.

Fatal road accidents are com-
mon in Nigeria and are often at-
tributed to speeding, overloading, 
poor road conditions and reckless
driving.

— Xinhua

C E N T R A L  N I G E R I A
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T
he painting on the canvas 
is of a man playing chess 
with a robot. The colour 
on his face is still damp 
and glistening. Norbert 
Olah was working into 
the early hours: The Bura 
Galeria in Budapest has 

been his studio all summer. He 
fi nds it easiest to concentrate at 
night, when the Hungarian capital 
gradually falls silent.

Olah has taped foil and card-
board over the tiled fl oor at the 
back of the gallery. Pots of brush-
es, tubes of paint, pencil sketches, 
and, over and over again, pictures 
that include the blue-and-green 
Roma fl ag line the room.

Norbert Olah is an artist. He's 
also Romani. For a long time, he 
deliberately left this part of his 
identity out of his art. Not because 
his ethnicity wasn't important to 
him, but because he didn't want to 
be labelled a "Romani artist."

"There are so many prejudices 
about Roma culture and Roma 
art," Olah says. "The art scene re-
gards it as naïve, unprofessional, 
unsophisticated, and kitsch."

But the older Olah got, the 
harder he found it to ignore his 
own story in his art. Especially in 
a country in which being Romani 
is not just an ethnicity but a politi-
cal reality.

Life under Orban
The fi rst time Viktor Orban's 
Fidesz party won an absolute 
majority in the Hungarian parlia-
mentary elections of 2010, Olah 
had just fi nished school and was 
starting his art course at the Hun-
garian University of Fine Arts in 
Budapest. At a time of life when 
the world ought to be opening up, 
Olah felt more and more barriers 
were being erected.

Olah was directly aff ected by 
Hungary's political reorienta-
tion, as both an artist and a Rom-

ani. Politics co-opted the cultural 
scene and made it toe the party 
line. Roma became the target of 
hateful rhetoric, including from 
the prime minister himself. Or-
ban repeatedly called attention 
to himself with racist comments 
about Roma.

For the 16 years Orban was in 
power, Hungary's Roma popu-
lation, estimated to be around 
700,000 people, was caught be-
tween offi  cial promises of inte-
gration and persistent margin-
alisation. Orban's government 
introduced a state employment 
program that hired predominant-
ly Romani workers. But instead of 
helping them gain a foothold in the 
job market, many Romani found 
themselves trapped in insecure, 
poorly paid, temporary jobs. The 
government did little to imple-
ment real change. Romani in Hun-
gary are still disproportionately 
aff ected by poverty and social ex-
clusion.

There came a point when Nor-
bert Olah felt he could no longer 
stand by and do nothing.

Other people's prejudices
In 2021, during Hungary's big-

gest independent contemporary 
art event, the OFF-Biennale Bu-
dapest, Olah and his father laid a 
brick wall directly in front of the 
entrance to the building that had 

housed the Roma Parliament, a 
Roma cultural centre with an art 
collection, archive, library, and 
events program. The Orban gov-
ernment evicted it in 2016, saying 
the building was structurally dan-
gerous and promising to repur-
pose it as a national Roma centre. 
It has stood empty ever since.

The title of Olah's work was 
"The Romani Artist's Fears." 
Words like "integration," "as-
similation," and "segregation" 
were chiseled into the bricks. A 
few weeks later, Olah staged a 
performance in which he took a 
sledgehammer to his artwork and 
smashed it till it collapsed.

In an accompanying text, Olah 
wrote publicly for the fi rst time 
about the fears, prejudices, and 
expectations he encounters as an 
artist with Roma roots. The text is 
full of questions. Should a Romani 
artist's work focus on topics rel-
evant to Roma? What is the rela-
tionship between ethnicity and 
aesthetics? Would people only 
contact an artist with Roma roots 
if they were specifi cally looking 
for a Romani artist, or would they 
do so if they needed a Hungarian 
artist, too?

"Of course we're always look-
ing for answers. But sometimes 
it's more interesting to look at the 
question itself," says Olah, picking 

a piece of crepe masking tape off  
the fl oor. "If it feels uncomfort-
able, it's a good question."

And so Olah has created a new 
label for Romani artists. The Bura 
Galeria, established by Romani 
activists in 2021 in Budapest's 
District 8, has become the place 
for it: A platform for contempo-
rary Roma art.

"We're not asking to be accepted 
by the art scene," said Olah. "We're 
opening the door and inviting oth-
ers in."

Identity and exclusion, power 
and the misuse of power — these 
became central themes for Olah's 
artistic work. He had no lack of in-
spiration during the Orban years.

Although Fidesz's policies were 
hardly favourable to Roma, Or-
ban's party could, for a long time, 
count on Roma votes — for exam-
ple, because local employment 
programs enabled local politi-
cians to pressure socially under-
privileged voters. There were also 
many documented cases of vote-
buying. Fidesz was so confi dent 
that the majority of Roma would 
continue to vote for it that it open-
ly fuelled the antiziganism, also 
called antigypsyism or anti-Rom-
ani sentiment, still widespread in 
Hungarian society.

Shortly before the election in 
April 2026, Fidesz's Janos Lazar, 

who was minister for transport at
the time, spoke out against labor
migration with the argument that
Hungary still had "domestic re-
serves," like the Roma, who could
"clean the crap out of overfl owing 
toilets" on Intercity trains. The
scene appears in Olah's art: A fake
election poster depicts a man in a 
balaclava sitting on a golden toilet,
brandishing a toilet brush, with
the slogan underneath: "Gypsy 
Criminals for President."

Opportunity for real
change?
Gypsy Criminals is also the name
of the artists' collective Olah
founded in 2024, along with a 
friend of his and his miniature
pinscher. The term comes from
Hungarian crime statistics, and
has been used since the 2000s by 
right-wing politicians to imply 
that all Roma are criminals. The
name is ironic, like many aspects
of Olah's work.

Analyses by the foundation
Roma for Democracy show that
many Roma did not vote for Or-
ban's Fidesz party in the April
2026 parliamentary election. Or-
ban's successor, Peter Magyar,
adopted a diff erent tone in rela-
tion to Roma as part of his election
campaign. He met with members
of the Roma minority, and his
election manifesto contained a 
specifi c paragraph about equal op-
portunities for Roma. Four of the
Tisza party's nine new members
of parliament are Romani. One
was even elected a deputy speaker
of parliament.

Since the election, there has
been cautious optimism that the
precarious situation of many 
Roma in Hungary could fi nally 
change. On the other hand, noth-
ing has fundamentally changed in
the four months since the election,
apart from the tone when talking 
about the ethnic minority. "What

I'm seeing right now are mostly 
symbolic gestures," says Olah.

Roma on Mars
Some of his friends in the more
liberal art scene are growing im-
patient. They would like to see
Magyar take a much more liberal
course, but Olah is a realist.

"He's a conservative politician,"
he says. "We elected him to put an
end to the Orban system. He didn't
promise any more than that." But
the election in April was an oppor-
tunity for a fresh political start, he
adds. "I think in the long run we
will live in a normal society again,
led by a normal government, that
will do some things well and oth-
ers not so well. As an artist, it will
be my job to criticise that."

Olah's work also considers the
future. The fi rst pictures for his
next project are already up on the
wall in his studio. It's Roma futur-
ism: A Romani couple strolling 
on Mars; a blue-and-green Roma 
fl ag on the moon; a weightless as-
tronaut with a traditional Cegled
water jug, used by Romani musi-
cians as a percussion instrument.
Olah is also planning a two-meter-
high space station in the shape of a 
cartwheel, a symbol of the Romani
people.

For Olah, space travel is also a 
metaphor for social advancement
— the desire of people and com-
munities to overcome the barriers
they face as a result of their ori-
gins, or poverty, or life in a minor-
ity. Again, he is asking questions.
What if a society were fundamen-
tally recreated from the begin-
ning? If aliens encountered Roma,
would they do so without preju-
dice? What remains of an identity 
if everything about it changes?

Olah shreds the masking tape
between his fi ngers. More unan-
swered questions. But that's ex-
actly what makes them so inter-
esting. -  DW

A ROMANI ARTIST IN HUNGARY 
RECLAIMS HIS IDENTITY

Norbert Olah is an artist. He’s also Romani. For a long time, he avoided making his ethnic 

background a theme of his art for fear of being pigeonholed. Then it became his focus
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Andreeva and Sabalenka advance, 
Djokovic beats Bu in China Open

BEIJING: Novak Djokovic con-
tinued his China Open unbeaten
run by defeating Bu Yunchaokete,
while Mirra Andreeva and Aryna 
Sabalenka advanced to the third
round here on Friday.

World No.5 Andreeva swept past
Chinese Yuan Yue 3-6, 6-0, 6-0 and
moved into the next round after an
unsatisfactory fi rst set. Yuan suc-
cessfully converted on her break
point after long rallies and took the
fi rst set at 6-3. However, Andreeva 
bounced back and sealed her vic-
tory by winning next two sets.

Refl ecting on her slow start, the
2026 French Open winner said:
“She is a tough player, especially 
at her home court, I was stressed
and super mad at myself. Then I
was able to turn this anger into
strength, trying to play more ag-

gressively and attentively, move 
better and gain more press.”

Four-time Grand Slam winner 
Sabalenka stormed past Mexican 
Reneta Zarazua 6-1, 6-3 with su-
premely powerful aces and strong 
baseline skills.

“I serve and return well. I am 
happy for this game today and 
hope to push more and perform 
aggressively the next match,” Sa-
balenka said after the match.

Elsewhere, Naomi Osaka of Ja-
pan and Daria Snigur of Ukraine 
also advanced into next round.

In men’s singles, six-time China 
Open champion Novak Djokovic 
extended his unbeaten record to 
31 matches, defeating Chinese 
Bu 4-6, 7-6 (2), 6-2. The 39-year-
old veteran saved multiple break 
points before losing the fi rst set 
to the 24-year-old. The second set 
was dragged to tie-break and the 
Serbian made the most of his char-
acteristic serves to take it.

The owner of 24 grand slams 
continued his attack and sealed the 
match after winning the third set. 
“I tried to keep myself on this court 
for the last three hours and it’s al-
most midnight,” said Djokovic af-
ter the match. “I want to keep this 
record for me and all of you guys.”

In other matches, Russia’s Dani-
il Medvedev had a comfortable win 
over Pablo Carreno Busta of Spain 
and sailed into the next round at 
6-4, 6-2.

Karen Khachanov saw off  Alex 
Molcan 7-5, 6-3, while Hubert 
Hurkacz won over Arthur Gea 7-6 
(3), 6-7 (5), 6-2. -Xinhua

Four-time Grand

Slam winner

Sabalenka stormed 

past Mexican Reneta 

Zarazua 6-1, 6-3 with 

supremely powerful 

aces and strong 

baseline skills.

‘I feel extremely lucky’: 
Gill on having Rohit-Virat’s 
experience in ODI side
MUMBAI: Indian skipper Shub-
man Gill admitted that he is lucky 
to have the experience of ODI-
exclusive stalwarts Rohit Sharma 
and Virat Kohli in the team, while
also highlighting his approach to
captaincy that involves listening to
everyone.

Shubman, who had cracked a 
record-breaking 223* while suc-
cessfully hunting down 406 runs
in the second ODI against West
Indies, was speaking to JioStar on
Follow the Blues’ ‘The Shubman
Show’ ahead of the third ODI.  The
Indian skipper’s words come af-
ter the launch of the 2027 Cricket
World Cup schedule on Thursday.

India will begin their ICC Men’s 
ODI World Cup 2027 campaign
against defending champions Aus-
tralia in Cape Town on October 7,
with the much-anticipated clash
against Pakistan scheduled for
October 10 in Johannesburg. India 
have been placed in Group A along-
side Australia, Pakistan, Afghani-
stan, Zimbabwe and Qualifi er A for
the 14-team tournament, which
will be jointly hosted by South Af-
rica, Zimbabwe and Namibia.

During the home series against 
West Indies, which India won 2-0
with a match still left, Rohit and
Virat have been among runs, with
Virat scoring a 88-ball 139* during 
the chase of 299 at Thiruvanan-
thapuram, followed by Rohit’s 75-
ball 101 at Guwahati in a 255-run
stand with Gill while chasing 406.

Speaking about the duo, Gill 
said, “I feel extremely lucky. Virat

bhai is probably the best ODI bat-
ter, and Rohit bhai is the best ODI 
opener in the world. And then to 
be able to have these two players 
in the team and their experience, 
and the moments that they have 
shared together, it is great, and we 
really enjoy having them in the 
team. And their experience is very 
valuable for us.”

Rohit has scored 512 runs in 11 
ODIs and innings this year at an
average of 46.54, including two
centuries and a fi fty, with a best
score of 138. Virat has scored 552
runs at an average of 78.85 in eight
ODIs and eight innings this year,
with two centuries and three fi fties
and a best score of 139*. 

Gill also said that Virat and Ro-
hit are not the only ones he goes to
for advice, as he often approaches
KL Rahul and Shreyas Iyer and lis-
tens to everyone. 

“Often, not just those two (Rohit 
and Virat for advice); I go to even

KL or Shreyas, for that matter. I 
like to take everyone’s opinion, but 
then, at the end of the day, if I feel, 
‘Okay, this is something I missed 
in my mind, that I didn’t consid-
er,’ then I take their opinion. But 
most of the time, it happens that 
if they come to suggest something, 
then I might have thought about 
it. If I have not thought about it, 
then I will think about what their 
thoughts are, what their opinions 
are. So, you listen to everyone, see 
what they are thinking, and then 
what, according to me, would work 
best in that situation; I think learn-
ing comes from that,” he signed off . 

This year in 11 ODIs and 10 in-
nings, Gill has scored 894 runs at 
an average of 127.71 and a strike 
rate of 119.51, including three fours 
and fi ve sixes. In 69 ODIs and 68 in-
nings, Gill has scored 3,712 runs at 
an average of 65.12 and a strike rate 
of over 103, with 11 centuries and 
20 fi fties. -ANI

S T A L W A R T S

England pacer Brydon Carse charged 

with bringing cricket into disrepute 

over Derby nightclub incident
LONDON: England pacer Bry-
don Carse has been charged by the
Cricket Regulator with bringing 
the game into disrepute follow-
ing an incident at a nightclub in
Derby in August.

Carse, 31, was arrested and sub-
sequently de-arrested at around 4
am on August 23 on suspicion of 
being drunk and disorderly, fol-
lowing Durham’s County Cham-
pionship victory over Derbyshire
the previous afternoon, Cricinfo
reported.

A video circulating on social
media showed Carse being es-
corted out of the nightclub in
handcuff s on the night in ques-
tion, with England teammates
Ben Stokes and Matthew Potts
also appearing in the footage.

Derbyshire Police subsequent-
ly confi rmed that it had investi-
gated an allegation of assault, but
the investigation was closed last
month.

In the aftermath of the inci-
dent, Carse was left out of Eng-
land’s squad for the second Test
against Pakistan at Lord’s and has
not been considered for any sub-
sequent squads. He has, however,
played a key role in Durham’s run
to the second-division County 
Championship title.

In a statement on Friday, the
Cricket Regulator confi rmed that
Carse has now been charged with
breaching regulation 3.2 of the
ECB’s professional conduct regu-
lations, which pertains to bring-
ing the game into disrepute.

He is due to appear before a 
Cricket Discipline Panel hear-

ing in the coming weeks, where 
the appropriate sanction will be 
determined. The potential pun-
ishment could range from a rep-
rimand to a lengthy suspension 
from playing.

Regulation 3.2 states that “no 
participant may conduct them-
selves in a manner, do any act or 
make any omission at any time 
which is improper or which may 
be prejudicial to the interests of 
cricket or which may bring the 

ECB, the game of cricket or any 
cricketer or group of cricketers 
into disrepute”.

Carse is in the second year of 
his two-year ECB contract, but 
his conduct had come under scru-
tiny even before the Derby inci-
dent. He was spotted out in Ad-
elaide following England’s Ashes 
defeat in the third Test, despite 
then-captain Stokes instructing 
the players to remain at the team 
hotel. -ANI

A R R E S T E D

Ancelotti calls India clash a ‘test’, Marquinhos eyes confi dence boost for Brazil
KOLKATA: Brazil defender and 
captain Marquinhos welcomed 
the opportunity to play against
India in a friendly, speaking about
the warm reception from football-
loving fans in Kolkata and their
passion for the sport. Brazil head
coach and multiple-time UEFA 
Champions League winner Carlo
Ancelotti, meanwhile, described
the match as another “test” for his
team to demonstrate its quality.

History will be made as India 
takes on fi ve-time FIFA World Cup
champions Brazil in a high-profi le
friendly at Kolkata’s Salt Lake Sta-
dium on Saturday.

Speaking ahead of the match, as
per the Brazilian Football Confed-
eration (CBF)’s offi  cial website,
Marquinhos said he was happy to
be in India and praised the wel-

come received by the team.
“I am very happy to be here. You 

can see all these people here wel-
coming us. Since yesterday, from 
the fi rst day, we have received a 
very warm welcome here. It is 
a golden opportunity to be here 
representing the Brazilian Na-
tional Team for this country, for 
these people who are passionate 
about football, about the Brazilian 
National Team, about all the his-
tory it has,” he said. In their recent 
friendlies against Australia during 
the FIFA International Break, Bra-
zil has had mixed outings, secur-
ing a 4-2 win in one and drawing 
the other 1-1. India also drew their 
fi rst friendly against Panama 1-1 to 
start the break.

After the matches against Aus-
tralia, Ancelotti said about the In-

dia clash, “The truth is that these 
are tests. We are taking another 
test tomorrow. I spoke to all the 
young people who are going to play 
or have played in the fi rst game, 
which for them is not a test, it is 
an opportunity to show the quality 
they can have.”

For Brazil, the international 

break has presented an opportunity 
to rebuild things again after a round 
of 16 fi nish in the FIFA World Cup 
this year at the hands of Norway. 
Despite being football giants, Brazil 
have not won a FIFA World Cup ti-
tle since 2002. For Marquinhos, the 
break and this match will help in 
goal to “regain confi dence, to regain 
the ability to play well, to achieve 
great victories”. 

“We have a goal down the road, 
but we have primary objectives, 
which are, really, to regain confi -
dence, to regain the ability to play 
well, to achieve great victories. 
And today, here, is a goal we have, 
to come here, to play a great game 
tomorrow, to get a good victory, to 
be able to gain more and more con-
fi dence”, he explained.

India’s 1-1 draw with 44th-

ranked Panama last Friday was the
fi rst time they had avoided defeat 
against a top-50 side. Ryan Wil-
liams gave India the lead, while 
Khalid Jamil’s team defended 
compactly, pressed with courage 
and carried a genuine threat on 
transition.

Jamil, who has overseen 13 
matches with the national team,
acknowledged the quality awaiting 
his side. “They are the best team.
They are known as the best of the
best. They are defensively very 
strong. Their attack is good,” Jamil
told the press conference on match
eve, as per the All India Football
Federation (AIFF) website. 

Replicating the discipline 
shown against Panama will be es-
sential, but India cannot spend the
entire night defending their pen-

alty area. India defender Anwar 
Ali also stressed the importance of 
remaining composed against the 
fi ve-time world champions and 
not being overwhelmed by the oc-
casion. “We just have to focus. Be-
cause everyone knows how Brazil 
play. So, we just have to keep calm 
in the fi eld. And deal with the pres-
sure,” Anwar said.

Brazil will become only the third 
CONMEBOL nation India have 
faced, after Peru and Uruguay, 
and Saturday’s match will be their 
fourth encounter against South 
American opposition. India have 
lost their previous three matches 
against CONMEBOL sides, scor-
ing twice and conceding nine goals. 
Their last such encounter came 
against Uruguay in 2001, when In-
dia suff ered a 0-3 defeat. -ANI
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WORLD ANIMAL DAY
OBSERVED: This fi le photo 

shows a lioness at Serengeti 

National Park in Tanzania.

World Animal Day is observed 

annually on Oct. 4. — Xinhua

BOLLYWOOD ACTRESS 
YAMI GAUTAM WITH
HER CO-STAR ADDINATH 
M. KOTHARE POSES AT
‘NAYYI NAVELLI’ TRAILER
LAUNCH IN MUMBAI: 
Bollywood actress Yami 

Gautam, with her co-star 

Addinath M. Kothare, 

poses for photographers 

during the trailer launch 

of their upcoming fi lm 

‘Nayyi Navelli’, in Mumbai.

— ANI Photo

SUNRISE AT THE LAKE
SONGHUA RESORT IN
JILIN CITY IN CHINA: 
Tourists watch sunrise at

the Lake Songhua Resort

in Jilin City, northeast 

China’s Jilin Province.  

During the National Day

holiday, people step 

outdoors to enjoy a vibrant 

holiday atmosphere. — Xinhua

LATVIA HOLDS 
PARLIAMENTARY
ELECTION AMID
MULTI-PARTY
CONTEST: A voter casts

a ballot with his child at

a polling station in Riga, 

Latvia. Voting in the 

Latvian parliamentary

election began with 

1,428 candidates vying

for 100 seats in the

15th Saeima, Latvia’s 

parliament. — Xinhua

AZERBAIJAN INTERNATIONAL DEFENCE EXHIBITION
IN BAKU: People visit the Azerbaijan International 

Defence Exhibition at the Baku Expo Centre in Baku, 

Azerbaijan. — Xinhua

SELECTION OF CLASSIC WU
OPERA PIECES STAGED IN 
BERLIN: Artists perform Wu

Opera in Berlin, Germany. The 

Zhejiang Wu Opera Research 

Center brought a selection of

classic Wu Opera pieces to 

German audiences. — Xinhua
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Lulu expands presence in Oman 
with new hypermarket in Al Hail

MUSCAT: Lulu has expanded its 
retail footprint in Oman with the 
opening of a new hypermarket 
in Al Hail, bringing its shopping 
experience closer to residents of 
one of Muscat’s rapidly growing 
communities.

The hypermarket was inaugu-
rated by H.E. Ibtisam bint Ahmed 
Al Farouji, Undersecretary for 
Investment Promotion at the 
Ministry of Commerce, Industry 
and Investment Promotion, in 
the presence of Yusuff ali M.A., 
Chairman of Lulu Group, senior 
government offi  cials and other 
dignitaries.

Speaking on the occasion, the 
Undersecretary said “The opening 

of a new branch of the global LuLu 
Group represents a valuable ad-
dition to the Sultanate of Oman’s 
retail sector and refl ects inves-
tors’ confi dence in the attractive-
ness of the Omani market and the 
opportunities it off ers for growth 
and expansion. At the Ministry, 
we remain committed to support-
ing high-value investments that 
contribute to economic diversifi -
cation, strengthen supply chains, 
and generate added value for the 
national economy, in line with the 
objectives of Oman Vision 2040.” 

“The opening of our new hyper-
market in Al Hail refl ects our con-
tinued commitment to being clos-
er to our customers and serving 
the evolving needs of communities 
across Oman. We remain focused 
on expanding our presence in the 
Sultanate, with more projects in 
the pipeline,” said Yusuff ali M.A., 
Chairman of LuLu Group.

Strategically located in Al Hail, 

the new 76,973 sq. ft. hypermarket
off ers a comprehensive shopping 
experience with groceries and
everyday essentials, fresh fruits
and vegetables, meat and seafood,
bakery products and freshly pre-
pared food.

The store also features dedi-
cated sections for electronics,
home appliances, mobile phones,
smart TVs, laptops and house-
hold products, bringing a broad
selection of food and non-food
categories under one roof.

Designed for convenient shop-
ping, the hypermarket features
modern retail facilities along with
ample parking, providing easy ac-
cess for residents of Al Hail and
surrounding communities.

The latest opening forms part
of Lulu’s ongoing expansion in
Oman as the retailer continues to
strengthen its network and bring 
its shopping experience closer to
customers across the Sultanate.

The hypermarket 

was inaugurated

by H.E. Ibtisam bint

Ahmed Al Farouji, 

Undersecretary

for Investment

Promotion at

the Ministry of 

Commerce, Industry

and Investment 

Promotion, in the 

presence of Yusuff ali

M.A., Chairman of

Lulu Group, senior 

government offi  cials 

and other dignitaries

Sohar International receives award for 

banking leadership and performance
MUSCAT: Sohar International
has been honoured with the Alam
Al Iktisaad Excellence Award for
Banking Leadership and Perfor-
mance at the Alam Al Iktisaad
Awards 2026, recognising the
Bank’s continued progress in
strengthening its performance,
capabilities and contribution to
Oman’s evolving fi nancial and eco-
nomic landscape.

The ceremony was held under
the patronage of H.E. Sheikh Dr
Ali bin Masoud Al Sunaidi, Advi-
sor at the Diwan of Royal Court.
The recognition comes as Sohar
International continues to ad-
vance a growth strategy focused
not simply on scale, but on build-
ing the capabilities required of a 
modern, competitive and increas-
ingly connected Omani fi nancial
institution.

Through disciplined growth,
continued investment in technol-
ogy and talent, and the expansion
of its banking and advisory capa-
bilities, the Bank is strengthening 
its ability to serve the changing 
ambitions of individuals, busi-
nesses and institutions while
contributing to Oman’s broader

economic transformation.

Strong performance
Commenting on the recognition,
Abdulwahid Mohamed Al Mur-
shidi, Chief Executive Offi  cer of 
Sohar International, said: “The
role of banking is evolving along-
side Oman’s economy. As new
industries emerge, businesses ex-
pand into new markets and invest-
ment fl ows become increasingly 
interconnected, fi nancial institu-
tions must have the capabilities
to enable that ambition. At Sohar
International, we are building an
Omani fi nancial institution that
can respond to this opportunity 
— combining strong performance
with deeper capabilities, greater
connectivity and a long-term
commitment to the country we
serve. This recognition refl ects
the progress we are making, but
our focus remains fi rmly on what
comes next: creating greater value
for our customers and sharehold-
ers, supporting the growth of Om-
ani enterprise, and contributing to
a more competitive and globally 
connected economy.”

Central to this direction is Sohar

International’s continued invest-
ment in the capabilities that will
shape the future of banking. By 
combining deep understanding of 
the Omani market with digitalisa-
tion, technology and fi nancial in-
novation, the Bank continues to
enhance customer experience and
develop solutions that respond to
increasingly sophisticated fi nan-
cial needs.

At the same time, the continued 
development of its corporate, com-
mercial, investment banking and 
wealth management capabilities 
is enabling Sohar International 
to support customers across dif-
ferent stages of growth — from 
accessing capital and managing 
fi nancial needs to pursuing invest-
ment opportunities and expanding 
into new markets.

Together with its growing inter-
national connectivity, these capa-
bilities strengthen the Bank’s role 
in connecting Omani businesses, 
investors and institutions with 
opportunities both within the Sul-
tanate and internationally.

The Alam Al Iktisaad Excel-
lence Award for Banking Lead-
ership and Performance further 

refl ects Sohar International’s in-
stitutional progress and the con-
tinued evolution of its role within 
Oman’s fi nancial sector. Looking 
ahead, the Bank remains focused 
on strengthening its capabilities, 
anticipating emerging opportuni-
ties and creating sustainable long-
term value while supporting the 
ambitions of its customers and the 
Sultanate of Oman.

Sohar International is guided by 
a clear vision to become a world-
leading Omani service company 
that helps customers, communi-
ties, and people prosper and grow. 
With a purpose to help people ‘win’ 
by delivering responsive banking 
for their ever-changing world, the 
bank off ers innovative solutions 
across Commercial and Invest-
ment Banking, Wealth Manage-
ment, Islamic Banking, and more. 
Operating with a strong digital-
fi rst approach and an expand-
ing regional footprint—including 
presence in the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia—Sohar International 
is committed to driving value 
through strategic partnerships and 
a dynamic customer experience. 
Learn more at www.SIB.om

R E C O G N I T I O N

Digital capability 

strengthens Oman’s 

proposition to live, 

work and invest

MUSCAT: Oman’s next phase of 
digital development is strength-
ening the country’s proposi-
tion as a place to live, work and 
invest, Vodafone Oman’s Chief 
Executive Offi  cer Eng. Bader 
Al Zidi said during the offi  cial 
opening of Live Oman in Lon-
don. Addressing government 
and business leaders during the 
Partners’ Perspectives segment, 
Eng. Al Zidi highlighted Oman’s 
progress from establishing 
strong digital foundations to-
wards applying them across eco-
nomic sectors, public services 
and business activity.

In Oman, the National Digital 
Economy Program is building on 
the progress already made in gov-
ernment digital transformation, 
with its next phase focused on 
digitising promising economic 
sectors, expanding digital servic-
es and increasing their contribu-
tion to national growth.

Eng. Al Zidi said: “Oman has 
built strong digital foundations
for its next phase of growth. The 
opportunity now lies in what 
those foundations enable: better 
services, stronger businesses and
new possibilities across the econ-
omy. Connectivity delivers its 
greatest value when people and
organisations can use it to move 
their ambitions forward.  People 
and businesses considering their
future in Oman are looking at the
complete proposition: the oppor-
tunities available, the services
around them and the environ-
ment in which they can operate

and grow. Oman’s digital progress 
is an increasingly important part 
of that proposition.”

Eng. Al Zidi went on to add, “At 
Vodafone Oman, we connect for 
a better future. Our role goes be-
yond bringing people onto a net-
work. It is about combining con-
nectivity and technology in ways 
that help individuals, businesses 
and communities achieve more.”

Led by the Ministry of Hous-
ing and Urban Planning, Live 
Oman brings together national 
partners to present the Sultanate 
as a place to live, work, build and 
invest. Vodafone Oman’s role 
combines the sector perspective 
set out by Eng. Al Zidi with prac-
tical support for the campaign 
within the Sultanate. Through 
its communications channels, 
connectivity capabilities, mar-
keting experience and relation-
ships, the company has brought 
the campaign to its customers 
and partners in Oman, while pro-
viding connectivity support to 
members of the Live Oman team 
travelling to London.

V O D A F O N E  O M A N
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