ONE LAST
SUMMER

Stay, dine, unwind — and get a little more while you're at it.

EVERY 25 HOURS, A NEW REWARD.

Spa? A room upgrade? A dining treat? You'll have to check back every 25 hours.
Book during the reward window to unlock the reward of the day.

ONE SALE. Hilton =
MORE WAYS TO STAY. Y AL HUSN

MUSCAT

AND MORE TO SAY YES TO.

o Resort Credit

o Day Passes

o Day use room & dining credit
o Spa experiences

*Selected benefits and rewards are subject to availability
and applicable T&Cs. Offers valid until 31 October 2026.

hiltonmuscat.ticketsw2.com
or dial +968 2477 6262




TUESDAY
September 8, 2026
26 Rabi Al Awal 1448 AH

A

[y TIMESOFOMAN.COM
TWITTER.COM/TIMESOFOMAN

imes

INSTAGRAM.COM/TIMESOFOMAN
€3 FACEBOOK.COM/TIMESOFOMAN

© YOUTUBE.COM/USER/TIMESOFOMANONLINE
@  LINKEDIN.COM/COMPANY/TIMES-OF-OMAN

OF OMAN

glae 'ﬁ'.
OMAN t'&"'

YEARS OF

LEGACY

Founded 1975 - Volume 51 No. 133 | 16Pages - Baisas200 - Subscription OMR63 | ISO9001:2008 Certified Company | Chairman/Editor-in-Chief: Mohamed Issa Al Zadjali | Printed & Published by Muscat Media Group
alrtae Acti d d!
£~ bank muscat ctivate and spena:

(24656666

First-year annual fee waiver
on Meethaq Credit Cards*

Available on Primary and Supplementary Cards for new and existing Meethag customers.
Offer valid until 31 December 2026. *Terms and conditions apply.

MEETHACY_

TR Mo 11aSTa e

OMAN, RWAN
HElATIl]NS IN

AL 1{ '

DRES

Il

':f-"r A

ﬁn.‘--““ix

His Majesty the Sultan and President of

Rwanda hold official talks at Al Hosn Palace

SALALAH: His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik and President
Paul Kagame of the Republic of
Rwanda held an official session of
talks at Al Hosn Palace in Salalah
on Monday evening.

Oman sets

MUSCAT: The Ministry of
Transport, Communications and
Information Technology, in coor-
dination with the Public Services
Regulatory Authority and the
Oman Zero Neutrality Centre, has
announced fees for electric vehi-
cle (EV) charging services ranging
from 50 to 120 baisa per kilowatt-
hour, effective October 1.

Under the approved tariff struc-
ture, the fee will be 50 baisa per
kWh for chargers with a capacity
of up to 90 kilowatts, 90 baisa per
kWh for chargers with a capacity

Discussions focused on coop-
eration and investment in mining,
renewable energy, food security,
land ports, logistics and health-
care, with the aim of strength-
ening investment partnership

between the two countries in a
manner that meets the aspirations
of their peoples and serves their
mutual interests.

The talks were attended from
the Omani side by His High-
ness Sayyid Shihab bin Tarik Al
Said, Deputy Prime Minister for
Defence Affairs; His Highness
Sayyid Theyazin bin Haitham
Al Said, Deputy Prime Minister
for Economic Affairs; His High-
ness Sayyid Marwan bin Turki Al
Said, Governor of Dhofar, Sayyid
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Khalid bin Hilal Al Busaidi, Min-
ister of the Diwan of Royal Court;
General Sultan bin Mohammed Al
Nuamani, Minister of the Royal
Office; Sayyid Hamoud bin Faisal
Al Busaidi, Minister of Interior;
Sayyid Badr bin Hamad Al Busaidi,
Foreign Minister; Sultan bin Salim
Al Habsi, Minister of Finance; Dr.
Hamad bin Said Al Aufi, Head of
the Private Office; Abdulsalam
bin Mohammed Al Murshidi,
President of Oman Investment
Authority; Eng. Said bin Hamoud

EV charging fees from October 1

of 91 to 180 kW, and 120 baisa per
kWh for chargers with a capacity
0of 181 kW or more.

The new fees are part of efforts
to regulate Oman’s EV charging
market, improve price transparen-
cy and provide users with clearer
information, while supporting the
expansion and sustainable opera-
tion of charging infrastructure.

The tariffs were set following a
study of the economic and opera-
tional aspects of EV charging sta-
tions, aimed at balancing afford-
ability for consumers.

DA SEEK STRONGER INVESTMENT
MINING, ENERGY AND LOGISTIGS

HM the Sultan receives President of Rwanda >A4
Governor of Dhofar welcomes Paul Kagame >A5

Al Maawali, Minister of Trans-
port, Communications and Infor-
mation Technology; Eng. Salim
bin Nasser Al Aufi, Minister of
Energy and Minerals; Anwar bin
Hilal Al Jabri, Minister of Com-
merce, Industry and Investment
Promotion; and Nasra bint Salim
Al Hashmi, Ambassador of the
Sultanate of Oman to Kenya and
Non-Resident Ambassador to the
Republic of Rwanda.

The session was attended from
the Rwandan side by Olivier Ndu-

hungirehe, Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Cooperation, Yusuf
Murangwa, Minister of Finance
and Economic Planning, Antoine
Kajangwe, Minister of Trade and
Industry, Solange Uwituze, Min-
ister of State at the Ministry of Ag-
riculture and Animal Resources,
Juliana Muganza, CEO of Rwanda
Development Board, Dan Munyu-
za, Non-Resident Ambassador of
the Republic of Rwanda to the
Sultanate of Oman and other
officials. — ona

TOP THREE INSIDE STORIES

Sayyid Badr meets several Honorary Gonsuls

Sayyid Badr bin Hamad Al Busaidi, Foreign Minister, met in Salalah,
with a group of Honorary Consuls of Oman accredited to anumber
of countries and cities around the world. >A3

‘Hormuz will open if
US stops attacks’

Iran will keep the Strait
of Hormuz open if the US

stops attacking Iran. >A7

Oman and China
explore investments

Oman and China have
discussed enhancing

investment ties. >B1
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Youth in Mind:

s he walked down mem-
ory lane, he was vividly
ble to trace the dreams

that had once filled his heart.
Like episodes of a film, each one
came racing before his eyes one
after another, vivid yet fleeting,.
They passed him by before he
could capture them, before he
could turn them into tangible re-
sults, before he could bring about
the change he was so eager to see
in the world.

The story goes that Saif was
constantly pulled back by an
invisible force, something he
could neither see nor explain
that deprived him of the courage
to speak up. It was as though
alock had been placed on his
voice, keeping him trappedina
stalemate, caught between what
he dreamed of becoming and
what he was actually able to do.
His life plot took him from one
situation to another, the com-
mon denominator of which was
his preference for being quiet.
He would watch his friends and
colleagues speak, regardless of
how humble or ordinary their
contributions might be. But
when it came to his turn to speak,
he would become a shrewd del-
egator and a master of procras-
tination. He would be swift in
passing the bucket to someone
else, justifying it by saying that
his turn would come next time.
However, next time would never
come. How many presentations
went that way? How many group
discussions passed while he
remained silently dead, watching
from the sidelines? He had bril-
liant ideas, but those ideas were
like the ebb and tide, swinging
restlessly inside his mind, yet
remaining besieged in his throat.
They never found their way into
the open. His colleagues tried
to encourage him. His profes-
sors inspired him to step out of
his comfort zone. But all efforts
seemed to be in vain. It seemed
that life inside the comfort zone

was tempting in the short run. It
was safe. It was familiar. There
was no exposure, no judgment,
no risk of failure. But deep inside
him, there was a fierce struggle a
strong wind of objection blowing
against such a status quo. When
he was alone, he would roar like a
wounded lion. He would scream
within himself: Why can’t I?
Why don’tI act? Why do I keep
allowing myself'to remain this
way? It was a venting process
that would sweep through his
mind like a powerful wind. But
soon, his fury would abate, the
storm would calm, and every-
thing would return to normal.
The fears were many: the fear
of being criticized or laughed at;
the fear of making a mistake; the
fear of opening up; and a score
of unhealthy justifications that
kept him locked inside the walls
of his comfort zone. Time passed,
and he eventually graduated with
ahigh grade point average. But
his job seeking episodes opened
another agitating and unfor-
tunate chapter in his life. He
recalled applying for a job as an
accountant. He went through the
announcement and studied the
requirements carefully. He did
his homework about the com-
pany and prepared himself well.
Deep inside his mind, he was
saying, this is my opportunity.
I know this field. I can answer
the panel’s questions. I am
ready. Then came the D-day.
The moment he entered the
building, darker thoughts began
invading his mind. Nervousness
crept in. His heart started rac-
ing. His throat became dry. His
palms turned cold and sweaty.
When he finally sat in front of
the interviewing panel, he was
no longer comfortable. More
importantly, he was certainly
not confident. The answers that
sounded so convincing inside
his mind suddenly became weak
when they had to travel through
his voice. His body language

spoke a different language. His
tone of voice narrated the rest of
the story. One job opportunity
after another slipped through his
fingers, unsuccessfully.

And once again, he found
himself standing at the same
familiar crossroads, knowing
he had the ability, but unable to
translate that ability into action.
I am sure that, as you read these
lines, many people like Saif have
come to your mind. Perhaps his
story resembles situations you
have experienced yourself, mo-
ments when you had something
to say but chose to remain silent,
opportunities you allowed to
pass by, or ideas that remained
trapped inside your mind, never
finding their way into action.
Maybe, in some way, there is a
little bit of Saif'in all of us.

Mohammed Abdullah Qahtani,
the 2015 World Champion
of Public Speaking, was once
haunted by stuttering, something
that exposed him to ridicule and
made him the subject of mockery
among his classmates and people
around him.

In his book, “The Power of
Words: The Journey of a Stut-
tering Champion’, Mohammed
narrates many incidents from
that difficult chapter of his life
experiences that could easily
have pushed him further into
isolation and silence. But some-
where along the way, he decided

by Dr Saleh Abdullah
AlKﬁ_nﬂym

that this would not be the end of
his story. He took a leap of faith
and insisted that he would no
longer remain besieged within
the walls of his comfort zone.

The lock that had held him
back for years was eventually
unlocked. And once the lock was
broken, he soared. He went on to
win the World Championship of
Public Speaking, turning what
had once been perceived as his
greatest weakness into a source
of strength and inspiration. His
journey became a powerful re-
minder that sometimes the very
walls we believe are protecting
us are the same walls preventing
us from discovering who we can
truly become.

His story has since become a
remarkable source of inspira-
tion for young people around the
world, a testimony that the cour-
age to step beyond our limita-
tions can transform not only our
lives, but also the way others see
what is possible.

In her book ‘Feel the Fear and
Do It Anyway’, Susan Jeffers
explores fear from a different
perspective. She argues that fear
is not necessarily a psychological
barrier that we must first elimi-
nate before taking action. Rather,
much of what we experience as
fear islearned and conditioned,
which means that we can learn
torespond to it differently. We do
not have to wait for fear to disap-

Forum raises awareness
on heritage conservation

The event is
being held with
the participation
of 30 local and
international
volunteers from
Oman, Iran, Egypt,
Russia, India, Italy
and Spain

BAHLA: Bahla Volunteers Team
is organising an 11-day forum as
part of the World Heritage Volun-
teers 2026 Initiative titled “Work-
ing for the Future”.

The forum, which kicked off in

the Wilayat of Bahla on 3 Septem-

ber 2026, focuses on a number
of traditional crafts associated
with the local community, includ-
ing pottery, woodworks and ar-
tistic metalworks, among crafts
that mark the cultural heritage,
knowledge and skills passed

down from ancestors to subse-
quent generations.

The forum is being held in co-
operation with the Ministry of
Heritage and Tourism, the Min-
istry of Education (represented

by Oman National Commission

for Education, Culture and Sci-
ence), and the SMEs Develop-
ment Authority (Riyada).

The event is being held with the
participation of 30 local and inter-
national young volunteers from
the Sultanate of Oman, Iran, Egypt,
Russia, India, Italy and Spain.

The forum seeks to raise pub-
lic awareness about the need to
conserve world heritage, em-
power youth and local communi-
ties to participate in protecting
heritage sites, foster heritage-
related skills and provide a plat-
form for exchanging knowledge
and best practices in the fields
of cultural heritage preservation
and management.

The cultural and voluntary ac-
tivities implemented within the
“Cultural Property” forum in the
state of Bahla embodied a cogni-
tive and human experience that
combines preserving traditional
crafts and involving youth in pro-
tecting heritage and promoting
cultural exchange between par-
ticipants from the Sultanate of
Oman and a number of countries
of the world. -ona

pear; we can feel the fear and do
it anyway. Jeffers identifies three
levels of fear:

* Level One: Fears about things
that happen. These include exter-
nal situations such as rejection,
failure, criticism, illness, loss,
aging, or financial difficulties.

* Level Two: Fears about what
we think might happen. These
are deeper fears connected to our
identity and sense of self such as
what if I fail? what will people
think of me? what if T am not good
enough? or what if T make a fool
of myself?

« Level Three: The fear of not
being able to handle it. Jeffers
considers this the deepest level,
the beliefthat “If this happens, I
won’t be able to cope with it. The
real fear, therefore, is often not
the event itself but our belief that
we will be unable to handle what-
ever comes our way. To handle
fear, Jeffers recommends taking
action despite the fear rather than
waiting until we feel confident.

She encourages people to
replace the question How can
I getrid of my fear? with How
can I move forward despite my
fear? Her approach includes
taking small steps outside the
comfort zone, making decisions,
accepting uncertainty, taking
responsibility for our choices,
and repeatedly confronting what
frightens us. Through action, we
teach the brain a new lesson: I
can do this, and I can handle the
consequences.

This week, students resumed
their studies at schools and
universities across the country
after along summer holiday. It
is therefore timely for teachers,
professors, and parents alike to
spot cases like Saif early and pro-
vide them with the psychological
safety, encouragement, and sup-
port they need to confront their
fears at the bud before they grow
into formidable challenges that
keep these young people locked
within this mental trap.

Unlock the Lock to Soar High

Let us help them come for-
ward. Let us create an environ-
ment where they feel safe to
speak, to make mistakes, to
experiment, and even to fail
without the fear of being ridi-
culed or judged.

Let us help them discover
their “Ahal” moments, those
moments of realisation when
they suddenly become aware of
what has been holding them back
and recognise the magnitude of
the behavior that has kept them
confined.

Most importantly, let us help
them develop that sincere desire
to unlock their locks. Because
the key to transformation is
not always found outside us;
sometimes, it is already in our
hands, waiting for us to have the
courage to turn it. It is only when
they unlock the lock that they
will be able to soar high, unleash
their potential, and embark on
the journey of becoming the best
versions of themselves.

One soothing remedy for em-
powering them to unlock the lock
is to encourage them to join the
Toastmasters programme just
like Saif & Mohammed did. It
can become a journey of self dis-
covery. one that gradually helps
them find their voice, build their
confidence, and discover abilities
they may never have known they
possessed.

Once they embark on this
journey, they may never look
back. They will learn that fear
does not have to be a barrier; it
can be a companion on the road
to growth. They will learn to feel
the fear and do it anyway, and,
in doing so, discover the gifts
thatlie on the other side of fear.
Sometimes, all our youth need
is a safe place to speak, someone
who believes in them, and the
courage to take that first step

An Omani writer focusing on
youth development and cultural
issues.

Conference aims to
exchange expertise
on sustainable growth

SALALAH: The Arab Towns
Organisation discussed develop-
ing the work of the organisation’s
institutions and enhancing their
role in empowering Arab cities,
smart cities, the digital environ-
ment, and cybersecurity for a
safe urban future, alongside the
future of sustainable urban mo-
bility in Arab cities.

This came during the 64th
executive meeting of the organi-
sation, held yesterday in Dhofar
Governorate on the sidelines of
the 20th Arab Towns Organi-
sation Conference, scheduled
to take place on Tuesday at the

Sultan Qaboos Youth Complex

for Culture and Entertainment
in Salalah under the theme
“More Innovative and Sustain-
able Cities”.

Organised by Dhofar Munici-
pality in cooperation with the
Arab Towns Organisation and
featuring the participation of
22 Arab and Islamic countries,
the conference aims to exchange
expertise to achieve sustainable
development and discuss a num-
ber of topics related to urban
development, digital transfor-
mation of cities, elevating qual-
ity of life, challenges facing Arab
cities, and the future of urban
development. -ona

Oman monitors air quality to protect against pollutants

MUSCAT: The Sultanate of
Oman, represented by the Envi-
ronment Authority (EA), joined
countries around the world in
marking the International Day of
Clean Air for Blue Skies, observed
annually on 7 September.

The day aims to raise awareness
of the importance of improving
air quality and reducing sources
of pollution, and to encourage na-
tional and international efforts to-
ward providing a healthy and sus-
tainable environment for current
and future generations.

This year’s occasion is held
under the theme “Clean Air for
Climate Action,” a message that
directly links improving air qual-
ity with mitigating the effects of
climate change, and affirms that
measures to reduce emissions can
simultaneously achieve health, en-
vironmental, and economic ben-
efits for communities.

The Sultanate of Oman is giving
growing attention to air quality as
one of the key pillars of environ-
mental protection and human
health, with the Environment
Authority working to strengthen
the air quality monitoring and
observation system, track vari-
ous sources of emissions and
pollutants, and develop the tools

and technologies used in collect-
ing and analyzing environmental
data, thereby supporting decision-
making and the formulation of
appropriate measures to curb air
pollution.

The Authority continues its ef-
forts to regulate and monitor emis-
sions resulting from industrial
and developmental activities, and

to strengthen compliance with
environmental requirements and
standards, alongside employing
modern technologies in monitor-
ing operations, which contributes
to raising the efficiency of the air
quality management system and
achieving better levels of environ-
mental protection.

Linking air quality with cli-
mate action represents one of the
important pathways to achiev-
ing sustainable development, as a
number of sources of air pollution
are also linked to greenhouse gas
emissions. This makes reducing
emissions, improving the efficien-
cy of resource and energy use, and
promoting low-emission solutions
steps that simultaneously contrib-
ute to improving air quality and
supporting efforts to address cli-
mate change.

The observance of the Inter-
national Day of Clean Air under-

scores the importance of integrat-
ing efforts among government
institutions, the private sector,
communities, and individuals, and
of raising awareness of practices
that help reduce emissions and
preserve air quality, in support of
national directions toward a sus-
tainable environment and a low-
carbon economy.

In this context, the Sultanate of
Oman has an integrated national
network for monitoring ambi-
ent air quality, operated through
dozens of stations strategically
distributed across the various
governorates and industrial and
vital areas, alongside continuous
emission monitoring devices at
industrial sources. This system
measures pollution indicators and
analyzes data in real time through
modern digital platforms and sys-
tems, such as the “Naqi” applica-
tion, enhancing readiness and

rapid response to protect the envi-
ronment and public health.

These efforts and ongoing field
studies have culminated in the
Sultanate of Oman achieving a sig-
nificant leap in the Environmental
Performance Index (EPI), rising
from 149th to 50th place globally,
in addition to ranking first region-
ally in the air quality index, reflect-
ing the effectiveness of the nation-
al policies and initiatives adopted
in this field.

It is worth noting that the
United Nations General Assem-
bly designated 7 September as the
International Day of Clean Air for
Blue Skies, with the aim of raising
awareness of the importance of
clean air and encouraging coop-
eration and joint action at the na-
tional, regional, and international
levels to address air pollution and
its effects on human health, the en-
vironment, and the climate.
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Sayvid Badr meets Honorary Consuls of Oman

SALALAH: Sayyid Badr bin
Hamad Al Busaidi, Foreign Min-
ister, met in the Wilayat of Sala-
lah, Dhofar Governorate with a
group of Honorary Consuls of the
Sultanate of Oman accredited to
a number of countries and cities
around the world.

The meeting highlighted the role
of honorary consuls within the
framework of friendship and coop-
eration relations with the Sultan-
ate of Oman, as well as highlighting
various opportunities for econom-
ic, commercial partnership and
cultural and scientific exchange.

The Foreign Minister affirmed

the importance of the ongoing
engagement with the honorary
consuls and benefiting from their
networks of relations and exper-
tise in the context of human and
civilisational communication be-
tween peoples and cultures.

The Foreign Ministry prepared
for the honorary consuls an intro-
ductory programme about Dhofar
Governorate and the capabilities
and opportunities it possesses in
various sectors.

The meeting was attended by a
number of Honorary Consuls of
the Sultanate of Oman, namely:
Boleta Senkiene in Lithuania,

Digital Educational
Atlas of Oman launched

The Ministry of
Education has
worked to keep
pace with scientific
and technical
developments in the
field of geographic
information

SALALAH: The 11th Interna-
tional Conference on Geo-Ad-
vances in Geographic Informa-
tion (GeoAdvances 2026) began
on Monday in Dhofar Governo-
rate, organised by the Ministry
of Education in cooperation with
the University of Technology Ma-
laysia (UTM) and the University
of Dhofar, with the participation
of researchers and experts from
inside and outside the Sultanate
of Oman.

The conference will continue
for two days. The opening cer-
emony, held at the University of
Dhofar, was held under the aus-
pices of Sheikh Salim Mustahail
Al Maashani, Advisor at the Di-
wan of Royal Court.

Dr. Suleiman Abdullah Al
Jamoudi, Director-General of
the General Directorate of Voca-
tional and Technical Education
at the Ministry of Education and
Deputy Chairman of the Confer-
ence’s Organising Committee,
said the conference features 71
scientific contributions, com-
prising 46 oral scientific papers
and 25 research posters, in addi-
tion to the participation of seven
keynote speakers who delivered
six keynote lectures.

He noted that the conference
also saw the participation of 20
governmental, private and aca-
demic institutions, with its ses-
sions distributed across 12 paral-
lel scientific tracks, adding that
Omani contributions totaled 40,
including 22 scientific papers and
18 research posters.

He explained that the Sultanate
of Oman’s hosting of this edition
of the conference carries signifi-
cant scientific and institutional
value, as it provides an opportu-
nity to enhance specialised sci-
entific dialogue and the exchange
of expertise among researchers
and specialists at the national
and international levels, and to
expand the scope of cooperation
and partnership among academic,
research and professional institu-
tions, thereby contributing to sup-
porting sustainable development
pathways and future foresight.

He indicated that the Minis-
try of Education has worked to
keep pace with scientific and
technical developments in the
field of geographic information
and to strengthen their presence
within the curriculum develop-
ment system, through expanding
the deployment of geographic in-
formation systems and modern
technologies, particularly within
social studies curricula, alongside
developing related digital initia-
tives and projects, and strength-
ening institutional efforts in this
field through the Modern Geo-
graphic Technologies Committee
and its associated initiatives and
programmes.

For his part, Prof. Elias Abdul
Rahman delivered a speech on
behalf of UTM, in which he dis-
cussed aspects of joint scientific
and academic cooperation with
academic institutions in the Sul-
tanate of Oman in the fields of
geographic information and geo-
spatial technologies, as well as the
importance of employing modern
technologies and innovations in
geographic information, and en-

hancing integration between sci-
entific knowledge and practical
applications.

Following this, the “Digital Ed-
ucational Atlas of the Sultanate of
Oman” was launched, represent-
ing a modern digital educational
platform that combines geogra-
phy, history and spatial technolo-
gies, and supports the use of digi-
tal data and maps in education,
thereby enhancing students’ ana-
lytical and spatial thinking skills
and linking theoretical knowl-
edge with digital applications and
future skills.

The conference’s activities
included a visual presentation
reviewing modern geographic
technologies in school and higher
education and the Ministry of
Education’s efforts to develop
them, as well as the opening of
the accompanying exhibition, in
which 20 governmental, private
and academic entities are taking
part, with exhibits ranging across
projects, devices, systems and
scientific programs related to re-
cent developments in geographic
information and geospatial tech-
nologies and their applications in
various educational and develop-
mental fields.

The first day’s program includ-
ed four scientific sub-sessions.
The first discussed “Empower-
ing School Curricula with Spa-
tial Technologies: The Science of
Place” through six working pa-
pers, while the second addressed
“The Importance of Modern Sur-
veying Device Applications in
Geography” through 12 working
papers.

The third session reviewed
“Leveraging Geographic Infor-

mation System Technologies to
Build Interactive Digital Solu-
tions for Education” through nine
working papers, while the fourth
session addressed the theme “Ge-
ographic Information Systems as
a Driver for Achieving Sustain-
able Tourism: Alignment with
Oman Vision 2040” through nine
working papers.

The conference aims to en-
hance the international exchange
of knowledge and expertise in
the field of geographic informa-
tion, transfer and localize the
latest technologies to national
institutions, and build sustain-
able research partnerships be-
tween universities and research
centers, in addition to support-
ing the Ministry of Education’s
directions toward integrating
geographic technologies into cur-
ricula and developing methods
of applied learning and spatial
analysis, thereby contributing to
preparing a generation equipped
with digital analysis skills and
geographic thinking.

The conference also seeks to
support data-driven spatial deci-
sion-making, promote the use of
geographic technologies in sus-
tainable development, resource
management and addressing en-
vironmental challenges, empow-
er national cadres and enhance
the competence of specialists
through workshops and training
programs, stimulate investment,
innovation and entrepreneur-
ship in the geographic technolo-
gies sector, and strengthen the
Sultanate of Oman’s regional and
international standing in this
field, in addition to promoting
Dhofar Governorate as a global
tourist destination and offering
international participants an ex-
perience that combines knowl-
edge and tourism.

The organisation of the confer-
ence in the Sultanate of Oman
underscores the importance of
employing geographic knowledge
and technologies in supporting
development and future foresight,
and strengthening cooperation
among academic, research and
professional institutions, in line
with the rapid transformations
in the field of geospatial informa-
tion and supporting its utilisation
across various sectors. -ona

Eng. Ivo Vanék in the Czech Re-
public, Francesco Palau in Mi-
lan, Italy, Talal bin Salim Al Wa-
haibi in Istanbul, Tiirkiye, Pablo
Caralps in Barcelona, Spain, Tom-
maso D’Errico in Florence, Italy,
Hussein bin Saif Al Harthy in
Rwanda, Erdene Dorjnamjim in
Mongolia, Dr. Mohammed Chand
in Botswana, and Prakash Nair in
Kerala, India.

The meeting was attended
by Sheikh Khalid bin Hashel Al
Muselhi, Undersecretary of the
Foreign Ministry for Administra-
tive and Financial Affairs.

-ONA

HM offers
condolences
to President
of Tanzania

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik has sent a
cable of condolences to Samia
Suluhu Hassan, President of the
United Republic of Tanzania,
on the death of her husband,
Hafidh Ameir Hassan.

His Majesty the Sultan ex-
pressed his sincere condolences
and heartfelt sympathy to Presi-
dent Samia Suluhu Hassan, the
family of the deceased and to the
friendly people of Tanzania. -ona

His Majesty’s wise
approach praised by
Red Cross officials

MUSCAT: Oman Charitable Or-
ganisation (OCO) and the Inter-
national Committee of the Red
Cross discussed the requirements
and steps necessary to complete
the procedures for its official rec-
ognition within the International
Red Cross and Red Crescent
Movement.

This came during a meeting be-
tween Badr Mohammed Al Zaabi,
Acting Chief Executive Officer of
the Oman Charitable Organisa-
tion, and Pierre Krdhenbiihl, Di-
rector General of the Internation-
al Committee of the Red Cross,
and his accompanying delegation,
during an official visit to the Au-
thority’s headquarters in the Sul-
tanate of Oman.

The delegation of the Interna-
tional Committee praised the hu-
manitarian role undertaken by the
Sultanate of Oman, and the wise
approach of His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik in supporting
humanitarian efforts and enhanc-
ing international cooperation,
commending the role of Oman
Charitable Organisation in facili-
tating the work of the Internation-
al Movement and supporting its
humanitarian activities.

Strengthening dialogue
The Acting Chief Executive Offic-
er of the Oman Charitable Organi-
sation expressed his appreciation
for this visit, aimed at strengthen-
ing dialogue and cooperation with
the International Committee and
benefiting from its long-standing
expertise in humanitarian work,
in a manner that serves national
directions to develop the humani-
tarian work system and enhance
its presence at the national and
international levels.

For his part, the Director Gen-
eral of the International Commit-

tee of the Red Cross explained that
the visit aims to gain a closer un-
derstanding of the Authority and
its management officials, to learn
about the directions for the com-
ing phase, and to facilitate coordi-
nation and support efforts aimed
at completing the requirements
for the recognition of the Omani
Red Crescent.

During the meeting, both sides
affirmed the importance of build-
ing the Red Crescent on solid
institutional and humanitarian
foundations, and benefiting from
international expertise in the
fields of governance, institutional
development, training, capacity
building, and the exchange of ex-
pertise, in a way that enhances its
readiness and capacity to fulfill its
humanitarian mission.

They also affirmed their aspi-
ration for a new phase of coop-
eration and partnership, includ-
ing technical support, training,
development, and capacity build-
ing, alongside continued coordi-
nation regarding the path of the
Omani Red Crescent, in a way that
contributes to strengthening its
humanitarian role and establish-
ing a sustainable partnership that
serves humanity and supports
joint humanitarian efforts.

The meeting was attended by
Abdullah Mohammed Said, Head
of the International Committee
of the Red Cross Mission in the
Sultanate of Oman; Elbida Papa-
chatzi, Head of the Strategy and
Government Relations Section
in the Office of the Director Gen-
eral of the International Com-
mittee in Geneva; Dr. Abdullah
Hamed Al Badi, Humanitarian
Affairs Advisor at the Interna-
tional Committee’s Mission; and
a number of specialists from the
Authority. -ona

Signal Corps team wins RAQO’s Volleyball Championship

MUSCAT: The Signal Corps Team
of the Royal Army of Oman (RAO)
on Monday won the RAQO’s 2026
Volleyball Championship, after de-
feating the 11th Infantry Brigade’s
team 3-1in the final match, held at
Al Murtafaa Camp.

The championship’s closing cer-
emony was held under the auspic-

es of Maj. Gen. Matar bin Salim Al
Balushi, Commander of the Royal
Army of Oman, who presented the
championship’s trophies to the top
teams. The team of the 11th Infan-
try Brigade secured second place,
while third place was won by the
Sultan of Oman’s Artillery team.

-ONA
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HM the Sultan receives

An official reception

ceremony was held
in honour of the
President of the

Republic of Rwanda

SALALAH: His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik received Presi-
dent Paul Kagame of the Republic
of Rwanda at Al Hosn Palace in
Salalah yesterday, on the occasion
of his official visit to the Sultanate
of Oman. His Majesty welcomed
the distinguished guest, express-
ing his best wishes for a pleasant
and successful visit for him and
his accompanying delegation.

An official reception ceremony
was held in honour of the Presi-
dent of the Republic of Rwanda.
Upon the arrival of the presiden-

tial motorcade, a squadron of the
Royal Cavalry lined up in salute.
His Majesty accompanied the
President to the dais, where the
national anthem of Rwanda was
played and a 21-gun salute was
fired in his honour.

His Majesty then greeted the
official delegation accompanying
the President of Rwanda, while
the President greeted the Omani
side, which included Their High-
nesses, Excellencies and military
commanders.

The President of the Repub-
lic of Rwanda is accompanied by
an official delegation including
Olivier Nduhungirehe, Minister
of Foreign Affairs and Coopera-
tion, Yusuf Murangwa, Minister
of Finance and Economic Plan-
ning, Antoine Kajangwe, Minister
of Trade and Industry, Solange
Uwituze, Minister of State at the
Ministry of Agriculture and Ani-
mal Resources, Juliana Muganza,
CEO of Rwanda Development
Board, Dan Munyuza, Non-Res-
ident Ambassador of the Repub-
lic of Rwanda to the Sultanate of
Oman and other officials. — ona

President of Rwanda

A
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HIS MAJESTY HOSTS AN OFFIGIAL DINNER IN HONOUR OF PRESIDENT PAUL KAGAME

His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik hosted an official dinner at Al Hosn Palace on Monday evening in honour of Paul Kagame, President of the Republic of Rwanda, and his accompanying delegation
on the occasion of his official visit to the Sultanate of Oman. Prior to the dinner banquet, His Majesty and the President of Rwanda exchanged commemorative gifts, expressing the depth of friendship
and good relations between the two countries. The dinner banquet was attended by a number of Their Highnesses, members of the Royal Family, Their Excellencies the Ministers and Advisors, senior
military leaders, and a number of Their Excellencies the Undersecretaries.
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Governor of Dhofar
receives Paul Kagame

Sayyid Marwan hin
Turki Al Said led the
welcoming party

for the guest and

his accompanying
delegation upon their
arrival at the Royal
Airport in Salalah

SALALAH: President Paul Kag-
ame of the Republic of Rwanda
arrived in Salalah on Monday on
an official two-day visit to the Sul-
tanate of Oman. HH Sayyid Mar-
wan bin Turki Al Said, Governor of
Dhofarled the welcoming party for
the guest and his accompanying
delegation upon their arrival at the
Royal Airport in Salalah.

The guest was also received by
Sayyid Badr bin Hamad Al Busaidi,

Sivasri Tejaswi Survya leaves Muscat

Times News Service

MUSCAT: For a little over four
hours on the evening of Friday, 21
August, a hall at the Al Falaj Hotel
in Muscat held something the cap-
ital’s music lovers do not often get
to share on this scale: a full-length
Carnatic recital by Sivasri Tejaswi
Surya, performed to a house of
more than 1,200 people.

The evening opened, as such
evenings should, quietly. A Bhara-
tanatyam curtain-raiser of five
items set the register for what was
to follow — precise, unhurried, and
generous with the audience’s at-
tention.

The ceremonial lighting of the
lamp brought the gathering to its
feet, and by the time the artistes
took their places on stage the hall
had settled into the particular
stillness that tells a performer the
room is listening.

What followed was a recital in
the full classical form: two halves
separated by a short interval, an
ensemble of vocal support, mri-
dangam, dholki and harmonium,
and — in the second half — a thani
avartanam that drew the loudest
and longest applause of the night.
Sivasri Tejaswi Surya moved be-
tween the meditative and the exu-
berant with an ease that belied the

o

TN

Q

demands of the format, holding
phrases long enough for the hall to
breathe with her and then releas-
ing them into passages of rhythmic
brilliance that had listeners mark-
ing tala on their knees. Whole rows
sat forward.

Children who had ar-
rived restless were, by the
second item, entirely still.

Audiences in Muscat are known
for their warmth, but those present
spoke afterwards of something
beyond warmth — of an evening
that, for a few hours, transported
a crowded hall somewhere else en-
tirely, and returned it reluctantly.
Long after the closing item,
listeners lingered in the foy-

er rather than leave, which is
perhaps the most honest re-
view a concert can receive.
The artistes themselves said as
much.

Performers who tour widely are
not easily surprised by an audi-
ence, and yet the response from
the Muscat gathering — its atten-
tiveness, its knowledge of the rep-
ertoire, its willingness to sit with a
slow, elaborate passage rather than
wait for the next familiar melody
— was singled out repeatedly from
the stage as among the finest they

had encountered.
That is a

Oman records OMR4.7hn
trade surplus by end of June

MUSCAT: Oman’s trade bal-
ance recorded a surplus of about
OMRA4.7 billion by the end of June
2026, compared with a surplus of
about OMR3.1 billion during the
same period of 2025, marking an
increase of about 51 percent.

Data issued by the National
Centre for Statistics and Informa-
tion (NCSI) showed that the total
value of Oman’s merchandise ex-
ports rose by 15.3 percent, reach-
ing about OMR13.2 billion by the
end of June 2026, compared with
about OMR11.5 billion during the
same period of 2025.

This increase is attributed to a
16.5 percent growth in the value of
oil and gas exports, which reached
about OMRS.6 billion, compared
with about OMR74 billion by the
end of June 2025.

The value of re-exports rose
by 20 percent to reach OMR978
million, compared with OMR815
million during the same period
last year, while non-oil exports
recorded growth of 11.4 percent to
reach about OMRS3.6 billion, com-
pared with about OMR3.3 billion
during the same period last year.

The value of merchandise im-
ports also rose by 2.1 percent,
reaching about OMRS8.6 billion by
the end of June 2026, compared
with about OMR8.4 billion by the
end of June 2025.

In terms of trading partners,
the UAE topped the list of leading
destinations for Omani non-oil ex-

Dataissued by the

National Centre for
Statistics and Information
(NCSI) showed that the

tofal value of Oman’s
merchandise exports rose
by 15.3 percent

ports with a value of OMR1.134 bil-
lion, followed by Saudi Arabia with
OMR 357 million, and then the

Republic of India with OMR333
million.

With regard to re-exports, the
Islamic Republic of Iran topped
the list of leading destinations
for re-exports by the end of June
2026, with a value of OMR254
million, followed by the United
Arab Emirates in second place
with OMR221 million, while the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia came in
third place with OMR188 million.

On the side of merchandise im-
ports, the United Arab Emirates
topped the list of leading coun-
tries exporting to Oman by the
end of June 2026, with a value of
OMR 2423 hillion, followed by
the People’s Republic of China
with OMR 1.194 billion, and then
the Republic of Tiurkiye with
OMR 676 million. -ona

compliment to
this city and to the listeners
in it, and it is worth recording.

Foreign Minister; Anwar bin Hilal
Al Jabri, Minister of Commerce,
Industry and Investment Promo-
tion (Head of the Mission of Hon-
our); Nasra bint Salim Al Hashmi,
Ambassador of the Sultanate of
Oman to the Republic of Kenya
and Non-Resident Ambassador to
the Republic of Rwanda; and Dan
Munyuza, Non-Resident Ambas-
sador of the Republic of Rwanda to
the Sultanate of Oman. -ona

spellbound

An evening of this scale does not
happen in isolation. It happens be-
cause it is possible — and it is pos-
sible here because of the Sultanate
of Oman.

Oman has, for generations,
made room for the many commu-
nities that have chosen to make it
their home, and it has done so with
a grace that residents of this coun-
try never take for granted.

Under the wise leadership of
His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik, that tradition of tolerance,
openness and cultural coexist-
ence has been carried forward and
strengthened.

It is because of this that the arts
of many nations are able to find a
stage in Muscat, that visiting ar-
tistes are received here with such
courtesy, and that a hall of 1,200
people can gather on a Friday
evening to share in music from far
away, entirely at home.

To the leadership of Oman, to
its people, and to the institutions
of this country that have created
and protected the space in which
cultural life can flourish, the sin-
cere gratitude of everyone associ-
ated with this evening is owed. It
is a privilege to be able to invite
artistes of this calibre to perform
here, and that privilege is a gift of
this country.

Fisheries sector’s
importance in food
security discussed

ROME: The Sultanate of Oman,
represented by the Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Wa-
ter Resources, is participating
via videoconference in the 37th
session of the Committee on
Fisheries (COFI 37), held at the
headquarters of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO) in the Ital-
ian capital, Rome.

The delegation of the Sultanate
of Oman was represented by Eng.
Yagoub Khalfan Al Busaidi, Un-
dersecretary of the Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Water
Resources for Fisheries.

The session, which continues
through 11 September with the
participation of member states
as well as regional and interna-
tional organisations concerned
with the fisheries and aquacul-
ture sectors, addressed a number
of strategic topics related to the
future of the fisheries and ag-
uaculture sectors, most notably
enhancing the sector’s contribu-
tion to achieving food security
and nutrition, as well as ensuring
the sustainability of fisheries re-
sources.

The meeting discussed de-
veloping management systems
based on data and scientific evi-
dence, alongside following up
on the implementation of FAO’s
Blue Transformation framework,
in a manner that contributes to
sustainably increasing produc-
tion, improving the efficiency
of value chains, and enhancing
investment and employment op-
portunities in coastal communi-
ties.

The meetings touched upon
the status of fisheries resources
globally, the challenges arising
from climate change and their
impacts on marine ecosystems
and fisheries production, along-
side ways to develop sustainable
aquaculture and enhance its abil-
ity to meet the growing demand
for fishery products.

The meeting discussed inter-
national trade and market access,

product quality and safety, reduc-
ing loss and waste along produc-
tion and marketing chains, ways
to support small-scale fisheries,
empowering fishers, coastal com-
munities, and women working in
sector-related activities, in ad-
dition to enhancing monitoring,
control, and inspection systems,
combating illegal, unreported,
and unregulated (IUU) fishing,
and activating relevant interna-
tional measures, chief among
which is the Agreement on Port
State Measures.

The participation of the Sul-
tanate of Oman in the session
comes as an affirmation of its
keenness to actively contribute
to formulating international di-
rections and policies related to
fisheries sustainability and aqua-
culture development, reviewing
its experience in developing the
sector, strengthening partner-
ships with the Food and Agricul-
ture Organization and regional
and international organisations,
and exchanging expertise in the
fields of fisheries research, man-
agement of shared stocks, statis-
tical systems, fisheries control,
and value chain development.

The fisheries sector in the
Sultanate of Oman is considered
among the promising economic
and productive sectors within
the objectives of Oman Vision
2040, benefiting from the Omani
coastline extending over more
than 3,000 kilometres and its
characteristic diversity in ma-
rine resources and organisms.

Fisheries production in the
Sultanate of Oman reached about
991,000 tonnes during 2025, val-
ued at nearly OMR703 million,
with the artisanal fishing sec-
tor contributing about 716,000
tonnes—representing over 72
percent of total production—re-
flecting the economic and social
importance of this activity and
its role in supporting coastal
communities and providing job
opportunities.
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TENDER ANNOUNCEMENT

Nama Dhofar Services invites the specialized companies to participate and submit their offers for the below said tenders:

Last Date for Time & Last Date Fe??gll\!nrR)
Tender Number Tender Name Collection of for Proposal Including VAT
Tender Documents Submission 5
(5%)
11kV & LV NETWORK IMPROVEMENT
DISC/2026/086 WORKS (NIW) - 2026 (LOT-05) 22-September -2026 | 30-September -2026 52.500
UTILITY NETWORK EXTENSION —
DISC/2026/087 Lot — 08B/2026 22-September -2026 | 30-September -2026 52.500
Supply of Transformers for Nama Dhofar
DISC/2026/088 Service (Tanweer), Transformers 33/11 & 22-September -2026 | 30-September -2026 52.500
33/0,433 KVA
REPLACEMENT OF 11kV CAPACITOR BANKS

DISC/2026/089 AT VARIOUS PRIMARY SUBSTATIONS 22-September -2026 | 30-September -2026 105.00

B

E i
gt 40 2 i
. ¥ 1

® To purchase the tender document website via the link or the Barcode below:
https://isupplier.nama.om:4443/0A_HTML/OA.jsp?OAFunc=XXTEN_TENDER_FLOAT_DISC_F

® Every company wishing to participate in this tender must attach with its bid a bid bond in the form of a bank guarantee
from one of the banks operating in the Sultanate of Oman. Any bid that does not contain the bid bond will be disqualified.

® The original bid bond must be submitted in an envelope sealed with red wax and addressed to the chairperson of the
minor tender committee and written on outside the Tender name and the Tender number and it should be paced in the
tender box in Nama Dhofar Services in Salalah before 03:00 pm of the last day for submitting Bids.

® Bids shall be submitted online through using “isupplier portal”. No hard copies are accepted.

® The Tender fees are not refundable. However, Tenderers who are holding “Riyada” card issued from public authority for
SME development will be exempted from providing the tender fee and the Bid bond.

® The company is not obliged to accept the lowest or any other bid.

® In the event of receipt of the tender document on behalf of another company, the interested purchasers in the above
tender document should provide details of the person’s name and the company details.

lloaall lakh G5 H
‘ da020J ! hi] .} <l oJ
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www.dhofarservices.nama.om DHOFAR SERVICES
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Public warned against fake traffic fine discount scams

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Royal Oman Po-
lice (ROP) has warned the pub-
lic against misleading messages
circulating online that promote
fraudulent websites and links
claiming to offer discounts of up to
50 percent on traffic fines.

The authority stressed that
these unauthorised schemes are

designed to deceive individuals
and compromise personal user
data.

Members of the public are urged
to refrain from clicking on un-
known or suspicious links and to
disregard information from un-
verified sources.

The ROP advised citizens and
residents to verify all official news
through verified police channels

and to immediately report any sus-
picious online activity or fraudu-
lent links to the authorities.

Man arrested in Ibri after
stealing car left with key

in ignition

Meanwhile in another istance
the Royal Oman Police, has ar-
rested an individual for stealing a
vehicle from in front of a shop in

the Wilayat of Ibri, Al Dhahirah
Governorate.

The Royal Oman Police saidin a
statement: “The police command
of Al Dhahirah Governorate ar-
rested a person for stealing a ve-
hicle from in front of a shop in the
Wilayat of Ibri after finding the
ignition key inside it. The legal
procedures are being completed
against him.”
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Finance and insurance sectors in
Oman seeing rapid transformation

Finance and
Insurance Forum

in Salalah aims to
strengthen the role
of innovation and
financial technology
in developing these
sectors and raising

their operational

SOHAR: The North Al Batinah
Branch of Oman Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (OCCI) or-
ganised on Monday the activities
of the third edition of the Finance
and Insurance Forum, held under
the theme “Empowerment and
Sustainability”.

The forum was held under the
auspices of Suleiman Hamoud Al
Busaidi, Deputy Secretary-Gener-
al of the Council of Ministers, in
the presence of a number of digni-
taries, and with the participation

of a number of government and
private institutions operating in
the finance, funding and insurance
sectors in the Sultanate of Oman.
Zaher Khusaif Al Harasi, Chair-
man of the Finance and Insurance
Committee at the North Al Bati-
nah Branch of the Oman Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry,
said that the third edition of the
forum represents a continuation
of a journey that began with the
first edition, which focused on
empowering private sector insti-
tutions and strengthening their
sustainability, while the second
edition focused on consolidating
partnership and integration and
discussing the legislative environ-
ment, digital transformation and
innovative financing. He added

that the current edition moves into
a phase more closely linked to the
future, led by financial technology,
innovation, digital transformation,
readiness, risk management and
business continuity, affirming that
these areas have become funda-
mental pillars for growth, compet-
itiveness and sustainability in the
financial and insurance sectors.

Al Harasi also explained that
the finance and insurance sector
is witnessing rapid transforma-
tions driven by modern technolo-
gies, artificial intelligence and data
analysis, which opens opportuni-
ties for developing services, raising
operational efficiency, accelerat-
ing procedures and improving the
beneficiary experience, pointing
to the importance of keeping pace

with these transformations within
frameworks that enhance stability,
readiness and sustainability.

He affirmed that the forum aims
to strengthen the role of innova-
tion and financial technology in
developing the finance and insur-
ance sector and raising its opera-
tional efficiency, supporting the
readiness of financial institutions
and insurance companies to deal
with crises and disasters by adopt-
ing smart solutions and develop-
ing risk management and business
continuity systems, in addition to
strengthening a business environ-
ment attractive to investment and
innovation and supporting the
growth and sustainability of the
private sector.

The forum’s programme includ-

Talabat Wins Excellence in
Women Empowerment at the
Workplace - Ecommerce Award

alabat was felicitated with
I the ‘“The Origin Excellence
in Women Empowerment
at the Workplace - Ecommerce
Award’ at The Origin - Women
Forum & Awards 2026. The
awards presentation was held
at JW Marriott Hotel Muscat,
bringing together women leaders,
professionals, entrepreneurs and
changemakers from across Oman
and the region.
The award recognises Tala-
bat’s commitment to fostering an

inclusive workplace where women

are empowered to grow, lead and
build meaningful careers within
the evolving ecommerce sector.
Through initiatives that support
professional development, equal
opportunities and an inclusive
organisational culture, Talabat

continues to contribute to creating

workplaces where women can

thrive. As aleading technology and
ecommerce platform in the region,

Talabat has played an important

role in shaping the digital economy
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while creating opportunities for
talent across diverse functions.

Its focus on empowering women
reflects the growing importance of
diversity and inclusion in building
resilient, innovative and future-
ready organisations.

Talabat’s recognition at The
Origin 2026 celebrates its efforts
to champion women in the work-
place and create an environment
where talent, ambition and leader-
ship can flourish. The achievement
highlights the role businesses can
play in advancing women'’s partici-
pation and progress across Oman’s
private sector.

The Origin Awards 2026 are
instituted by Times of Oman, in
collaboration with Muscat Media
Group, Gulf Leaders Circle and
TEvents. The awards recognise
exceptional women, organisations
and initiatives making a meaning-
ful impact across industries and
communities, while advancing
leadership, empowerment, inclu-
sion and progress.

For more information, contact: 78471944/97221630

ed a number of dialogue sessions
and specialised working papers,
including a main session address-
ing the role of the financial sector
in supporting the national econ-
omy, and a dialogue session titled
“The Financial Sector in the Age
of Digital Transformation: Inno-
vative Legislation, Smart Invest-
ment, and Sustainable Growth,”
which discussed the most promi-
nent changes witnessed by the
sector and the requirements for
developing the regulatory and in-
vestment environment.

Dr. Mughaith Shawkat, Execu-
tive Advisor at the Islamic Re-
search and Training Institute, pre-
sented a working paper on the role
of Islamic finance and investment
in supporting economic transfor-
mation in the Sultanate of Oman,
and the importance of expanding
the role of capital markets, funds
and sukuk in financing projects
and boosting economic activity.

He explained that the Islamic
finance industry in the Sultanate
of Oman rose from about $36 bil-
lion by the end of 2025 to an ex-
pected approximately $45 billion
during 2026, while Islamic banks
and windows account for about
23 percent of the banking system’s
assets, pointing to growth oppor-
tunities in the areas of takaful in-
surance, asset management and
Islamic funds.

A dialogue session within the

sustainability and future theme
also discussed “The Role of Finan-
cial and Insurance Institutions
and Smart Applications in Sup-
porting the Private Sector,” and the
importance of employing digital
solutions and smart applications
to raise the efficiency of financial
and insurance services and en-
hance the competitiveness of pri-
vate sector institutions.

The forum was accompanied by
a specialised exhibition with the
participation of a number of gov-
ernment and private institutions,
showcasing the regulatory and
legislative services governing the
finance and insurance sector in the
Sultanate of Oman, alongside the
financial, funding and insurance
services and digital solutions and
applications offered by the partici-
pating institutions.

The forum concluded with a
number of recommendations,
most notably developing the legis-
lative and regulatory environment
to keep pace with developments
in financial technology and digi-
tal business models, achieving a
balance between innovation and
financial stability, strengthening
data- and risk-based oversight, and
employing artificial intelligence
and modern regulatory technolo-
giestoraise the efficiency of super-
vision. — ona

Full story @ timesofoman.com/business

Muscat Governorate reviews
electronic document and
records management system

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Muscat Governo-
rate on Monday, in cooperation
with the National Records and
Archives Authority, conducted
a workshop to display the ninth
and tenth enhancements to the
Wosool electronic document and
records management system.

It included features designed
to streamline procedures and
improve the efficiency of using
the system.

The workshop forms part of the
ongoing development of the Wo-
sool system and benefitting from
feedback provided by users in
entities that have begun using it.
This contributes to enhancing the
user experience and improving
the efficiency of managing docu-
ments and records electronically.

The workshop highlighted the
key new enhancements, including
improvements to the electronic
signature mechanism by simpli-
fying the steps involved and ena-
bling users to customise numer-
ous default settings, such as job
role, language, display name, font
type and signature image.

It introduced a direct preview
feature before the signature is
approved.

The enhancements comprised
improvements to the text editor,
such as the ability to convert nu-
merals between Arabic and Eng-

lish formats, insert the Omani
Rial symbol, and control text size
and colour.

Additionally, features for creat-
ing, editing and formatting tables
have been enhanced, and the op-
tion to search for fonts.

The follow-up inbox has also
been enhanced by adding search,
filtering and sorting options, mak-
ingiteasierto access transactions
more quickly and accurately. Us-

ers can search by user, depart-
ment or subject, filter results ac-
cording to various standards, and
sort them by creation or modifica-
tion date. These enhancements
simplify digital procedures and
advance the efficiency of han-
dling electronic documents and
records. Thereby supporting the
quality of institutional perfor-
mance and expediting the accom-
plishment of transactions.

Muscat Governorate contin-
ues its efforts to reinforce digital
transformation and develop its
institutional work system through
adopting technological solutions,
strengthening integration with
government entities, and exchang-
ing expertise and experiences.

These efforts contribute to cre-
ating a more efficient and flexible
working environment while sup-
porting the objectives of Oman
Vision 2040.
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Iran signals Strait of Hormuz
could reopen if US halts attacks

Rezaei said Iran’s
position on the
strategic waterway
was directly linked
to Washington’s
military posture

towards Tehran

TEHRAN: Iran’s Supreme Na-
tional Security Council Secretary
Mohsen Rezaei has said Tehran
will keep the Strait of Hormuz
open if the United States stops
threatening or attacking Iran.

In an interview with Iranian

state broadcaster Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB) on
Sunday, Rezaei said Iran’s position
on the strategic waterway was di-
rectly linked to Washington’s mili-
tary posture towards Tehran.

“Iran will commit to keeping the
Strait of Hormuz open when the
US neither threatens nor attacks
Iran,” Rezaei told IRIB.

Rezaei also stated that Iran
plans for a new restricted mari-
time area outside the Strait of
Hormuz in the coming days, po-
tentially extending restrictions
into parts of the Arabian Gulf.

“This area starts from the US
naval blockade line to include ar-
eas of the Arabian Gulf,” he said.

The Iranian security chief
warned that ships entering the
newly designated zone would face
sanctions.

“Any ship entering this new area
will be placed on the sanctions

list,” Rezaei said.

Ukrainian forces hit
Russian oil facilities
and drone launch site

KYIV: Ukrainian President Vo-
lodymyr Zelenskyy on Monday
said Ukrainian forces had struck
Russian oil-processing facilities,
a site used to store and launch
attack drones and a target in the
Black Sea in response to Russian
strikes on Ukraine.

Zelenskyy, in a post on X, said
that Ukrainian forces had struck
an oil refinery in Russia’s Ryazan
region, while long-range capa-
bilities were used against oil-
processing facilities in the Perm
region and Tatarstan.

He said, “Our warriors con-
tinue responding justly to Rus-
sian strikes on Ukraine. An oil
refinery was hit in the Ryazan re-
gion. Our long-range capabilities
were used against oil-processing
facilities in the Perm region and
Tatarstan and against a site used
to store and launch attack drones
in the Kursk region. A target was
also hit in the Black Sea. I thank
every one of our units for their
precision!”

The Ukrainian claims came
as Russia continued strikes on
Ukrainian port infrastructure
and vessels, according to Russian
state news agency TASS, citing
the Russian Defence Ministry.

TASS reported that Russian
strike drones hit the Mavka dry
cargo vessel, which was carrying
military equipment, at the port of
Chernomorsk on Sunday even-
ing. According to TASS, Russian
forces on the morning of Sep-
tember 7 (Monday) also struck a
production and loading complex
at the port of Izmail that the Rus-
sian Defence Ministry claimed
was being used to unload military
cargo delivered to Ukraine by
Western countries from vessels.

TASS further reported that a
patrol boat used to escort ves-
sels carrying military cargo was
struck in the Black Sea.

The Russian Defence Ministry
had earlier said on September 6
thatits forces struck two logistics
centres in Ukraine’s Odesaregion
using Geran-4 seeker drones,
TASS reported.

TASS also said Russian strike
drones had hit a dry cargo ves-

sel carrying military equipment
supplied to Ukraine by Western
countries in the Black Sea.

On Sunday, US special envoy
Steve Witkoff and US President

Donald Trump’s son-in-law
Jared Kushner held “substan-
tive” discussions with Ukrain-
ian officials in Kyiv and pushed
for Kyiv and Moscow to resume
talks, CNN reported. The visit
by the two key Trump aides was
the first to Kyiv since the conflict
broke out. While no major break-
throughs were announced after
Sunday’s talks, Witkoff said he
was “confident that there’ll be a
good resolution here.”

The talks followed rigorous
meetings Witkoff and Kushner
held with Russian President
Vladimir Putin in Moscow on
Saturday, part of a renewed push
by the US to bring an end to the
Russia-Ukraine war. CNN re-
ported that the US-Ukraine talks
concluded on Sunday evening
local time after two rounds of
discussion, followed by a third
round of negotiations with Eu-
ropean representatives. As per
the American broadcaster, offi-
cials from the United Kingdom,
France and Germany were pre-
sent in Kyiv, according to Kyrylo
Budanov, head of the Office of the
Ukrainian Presidency.

During the visit of the Ameri-
can envoys, Russia and Ukraine
enacted a 72-hour temporary
ceasefire, specifically halting air-
strikes on each other’s capitals.
CNN reported, citing Ukraine’s
Air Force, that Russian strikes
continued while avoiding Kyiv.

— ANI

Project to boost eye
healthcare launched

PHNOM PENH: Cambodia’s
Ministry of Health on Monday
officially launched a comprehen-
sive six-year eye health govern-
ance project spanning from 2026
to 2031.

Speaking at the launch event
in Phnom Penh, Health Minister
Chheang Ra said that eye health
is a foundational pillar of the
broader healthcare system and
remains essential to achieving
the nation’s Universal Health
Coverage (UHC) goals.

The minister said the project
represents a collective mission
to ensure all citizens, especially

those living in vulnerable, rural,
and remote areas, gain access to
quality, equitable, inclusive, and
affordable eye care.

“Visionis anindispensable tool
for acquiring knowledge and un-
derstanding,” he said. “By helping
children with vision impairment,
we secure their futures and em-
power the individuals who will
one day shape our nation.”

He urged unified action to en-
sure “no one is left behind” as
Cambodia works to build a ro-
bust, sustainable, and equitable
eye health system.

— Xinhua

The comments come amid
heightened tensions over the sta-
tus of shipping through the Strait
of Hormuz, a strategically impor-
tant waterway for global energy
trade amid the West Asia conflict.

Rezaei also claimed that Ira-

nian forces had identified several
American military targets but had
deliberately refrained from strik-
ing some of them, including the
Titan base in Jordan and US bases
in Erbil, amid renewed exchange

region after weeks of no hostilities.

“Iran had identified some Amer-
ican targets but did not intention-
ally strike them, such as their
Titan base in Jordan and some of
their bases in Erbil,” he said.

Accordingtothe Iranian securi-
ty chief, Tehran’s earlier military
actions amid the conflict against
US positions contributed to a
shift in Washington’s approach to
the conflict.

Rezaei also spoke about the
situation in Lebanon and Hezbol-
lah’s role in the country’s conflict,
particularly in the south, with
Israel, saying military confronta-
tions should not be assessed solely
through a series of wins and losses.

“In no war does victory after vic-
tory and defeat after defeat make
sense; wars have ups and downs,”
he said.

He further asserted that Hezbol-
lah had maintained the upper hand

throughout the conflict despite

of fire between the two sides in the

facing sustained military pressure
from Israeli forces.

“The upper hand has always
been with Lebanon’s Hezbollah,”
Rezaei said.

Rezaei’s remarks indicate that
Tehran is linking the future status
of the waterway to the absence
of US military threats or attacks
while simultaneously warning of
additional restrictions on vessels
operating in areas that Iran may
designate as restricted.

Stark warning issued to US
Meanwhile, Iranian Parliament
Speaker Mohammad  Bagher
Ghalibaf on Monday issued a stark
warning to Washington against
any misadventures towards Ira-
nian energy facilities, warning of
sharp repercussions.

In a post on X he said that
Iran’s oil and gas production
chain is “sprawling, accessible,
and exposed.” — ant

Honouring
Excellence
in Social
Impact

Shabiba Jawa'iz Basma 2026
is a distinguished awards evening
that honours individuals,
organisations and initiatives
making a meaningful difference
to communities across Oman
through their contributions to
social progress, environmental
responsibility and economic

well-being.

B 30th September, 2026
9 JW Marriott Hotel Muscat

AWARD CATEGORIES

Biodiversity Conservation Initiative

Environment Protection Initiative

Environmental Advocacy and Action Initiative

Clean Energy Initiative

Community Healthcare Initiative

Community Education Initiative

Specially-abled Support Initiative

Youth Engagement Initiative

Women Empowerment Initiative

Financial Inclusion Initiative

SMEs Development Initiative

Community Development and Empowerment Initiative
Public-Private Partnership for Community Development
Public Engagement Initiative

Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) Initiative
In Country Value (ICV) Initiative

Outstanding Omanisation Achievement

Skills Development Initiative

Social Entrepreneurship Initiative

Leadership in Sustainable Business Practice
Leadership in ESG

Leadership in ICV
Leadership in CSR
Social Impact Leader of the Year

and many more ....
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The event will showcase inspiting
efforts that create lasting community
impact and support Oman's broader
sustainability and development goals

SCAN T WOMWINATE

For partnerships, table bookings or award nominations, contact:
Syed Amir Saleem: syed.amir@tevents.om | +968 78471944
Sanjeev Rana: sanjeev@tevents.om | +948 97221630
Shamik Rao: shamik.rac@tevents.om | +948 79333149
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Oman hockey team hopes to Pellaud powers to
make impact at Asian Games

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman will open their
Aichi-Nagoya 2026 Asian Games
men’s hockey campaign against
China on September 18, as the
national team departed for Japan
determined to make an impact
and push beyond its established
seventh-place benchmark at the
continental Games.

Following the opening Pool B
match against China at Gifu, Oman
will meet heavyweights Malaysia
on September 22. They then face
Uzbekistan on September 24, fol-
lowed by Thailand on September
26 before locking horns with for-
mer world champions Pakistan on
September 28.

The men’s hockey tournament
will be from September 18 to Oc-
tober 3 in Gifu, Japan, while the
wider Aichi-Nagoya Asian Games
run through October 4.

Oman’s campaign comes with
a clear historical target. Seventh
place remains the team’s best-
ever finish at the Asian Games, a
position they have reached five
times — in 1982, 2010, 2014, 2018
and 2022. The seventh-place fin-
ish in Hangzhou three years ago
was secured after Oman defeated
Bangladesh 4-3 in the classifica-
tion match.

That record provides both a
foundation and a challenge for the

current generation. Oman have

consistently established itself
among the teams capable of com-
peting for the upper places outside
Asia’s traditional powerhouses,
but Aichi-Nagoya offers an oppor-
tunity to turn that consistency into
ahigher finish.

The team travelled to Japan
on Monday for the final phase of
its preparations and will train in
Kakamigahara City from Septem-
ber 5 to 14. The programme will
focus on technical and physical
readiness, team cohesion and the
tactical plans the coaching staffin-
tends to employ during the Games.

The preparations will also in-
clude a series of friendly matches
against Japan. Those games are ex-
pected to give the coaching staff an
opportunity to assess the squad in
competitive conditions, fine-tune
its tactical approach and make
final adjustments before Oman
launch their Asiad campaign.

The opening assignment against
China will provide an immediate
test. China finished fourth at the
Hangzhou Asian Games, mak-
ing the September 18 meeting an
important early measure of how
far the Omani side has progressed
since the last edition.

Oman’s delegation is headed by
Majid Al Hooti, with Khalil Al Bal-
ushi as manager and Mohammed
Hoobais Al Shar as head coach.
Salah Al Saadi is the assistant
coach, and Ghassan Al Hasani as
the goalkeeping coach.

Oman squad: Aliyas Al Nou-
fali, Asama Barazahan, Akram
Ashoor Bait, Khalid Al Shaaibi,
Aiman Faraj Madit, Mohammed
Al Noufali, Alkhoder Al Noufali,
Sanad Sbeit, Fisal Ambork Alloun,
Maitham Al Wahaibi, Aseel Al
Maaini, Khalid Al Hasni, Fahad Al
Lawati, Ahmed Al Naabi, Rashad
Al Fazari, Rashid Al Alawi, Ibra-
him Al Farsi and Al Baraa Al Nofli.

PCB to probe conduct and discipline
of Pakistan players in England

LAHORE: The Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) has launched an in-
vestigationinto issues of discipline
and conduct on the part of Paki-
stan players on tour in England,
with a statement from the board
saying the decision was prompted
by unspecified “media reports”.
The PCB “has initiated an inter-
nal disciplinary inquiry following
media reports concerning disci-

pline and conduct, which are cur-
rently being reviewed internally,”
media director Amir Mir said on
social media. “The PCB handles
such matters in accordance with
its standard procedures. The pro-
cess is being conducted under PCB
regulations, ensuring that all con-
cerned individuals are given due
consideration.”

The development came in the

wake of a major upheaval in the
men’s national side, which is cur-
rently in Birmingham for the third
and final Test against England.

The PCB replaced seven players
from the squad after second Test,
which gave England an unassaila-
ble 2-01lead in the series. It also re-
lieved Sarfaraz Ahmed and Umar
Gul, the head coach and bowling
coach respectively. - agencies

Wadi Darbat win,
claims Tour lead

The Swiss rider
produced a perfectly
timed late attack to
conquer the brutal
climb to Wadi Darbat,
beating Edison
Alejandro Callejas
and Antoine Huby

to win Stage 2 and
seize the leader’s red
jersey at the Tour of
Salalah

Times News Service

SALALAH: Simon Pellaud made
his move when it mattered most.

The Swiss rider of Li Ning Star
timed a decisive acceleration on
the final climb to Wadi Darbat to
win Stage 2 of the 2026 Tour of
Salalah on Monday and take the
overall leader’s red jersey. Pellaud
outduelled Colombia’s Edison
Alejandro Callejas in a punish-
ing uphill finish, with France’s
Antoine Huby taking third as the
Swiss rider seized control of the
General Classification.

The 108-kilometre route from
Dahariz Beach to Wadi Darbat of-
fered little respite. The race began
along Salalah’s coastline before
turning inland towards the rug-
ged Dhofar mountains, with the
climbs through Aqabat Hashir

and Towai Atair providing the
major tests before the finish at
‘Wadi Darbat.

The battle intensified as the
riders headed towards Agabat
Hashir and Towai Atair.

The demanding terrain gradu-
ally fractured the peloton, with
the strongest climbers and attack-
ers moving to the front as the race
entered its decisive phase.

By the time the riders reached
the final ramps into Wadi Darbat,
only a select group remained in
contention for victory.

Pellaud remained patient.

The Swiss rider timed his final
effort perfectly, launching his de-
cisive acceleration in the closing
kilometre. Callejas stayed within
striking distance, but Pellaud had
enough left to hold off the Colom-
bian and claim a memorable stage
victory. Huby followed to secure
third.

Red jersey changes hands

Pellaud’s victory lifted him into
the overall lead, with Li Ning Star
also taking the stage team classi-
fication.

The Swiss rider was awarded
the gold jersey for leading the
General Classification and the
green jersey for leading the points
classification.

It marks a significant turna-
round after Sunday’s opening
stage, when Pellaud finished third
behind Jeroen Meijers and Carter
Bettles, with Meijers taking the
gold and green jerseys. After two
stages, Pellaud has moved to the
front of the overall battle, with
the race now entering its toughest
mountain test.

Jabal Samhan awaits
There is no time for the peloton to
recover. Stage 3 on Tuesday will
cover 156 kilometres from Tagah
Castle to Jabal Samhan and is
the longest stage of the Tour of
Salalah. It is expected to provide
another major test for the overall
contenders. Pellaud will now have
to defend the gold jersey against
riders looking to claw back time
on the climbs.

‘Wadi Darbat may have crowned
a new leader, but Jabal Samhan
could determine whether he can
keep the crown.
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OMAN OIL PRICE RISES

The price of Oman crude oil has
increased, with prices for delivery by
November 2026 reaching $104.54.
The price of Oman crude oil rose by
$2.74 from the price of Friday, which
was $101.80. -ona
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MSX INDEX ENDS LOWER

The MSX index closed at 7,605.90 points,
down by -0.34% from previous close.
The Sharia Index ended down by -0.14%
at 621.16 points. Al Madina Investments,
up 4.05%, was the top gainer while, Al
Hassan Engineering, down 16.67%, was

the top loser.

Oman, China explore economic and free zone investment partnerships

MUSCAT: Qais Mohammed Al
Yousef, Chairman of the Public Au-
thority for Special Economic Zones
and Free Zones (Opaz), received
yesterday at the authority’s head-
quarters in Muscat an economic
delegation from Hainan Province
of the People’s Republic of China,
headed by Bater, Executive Vice
Governor of Hainan Province.
During the meeting, the two
sides explored ways to enhance
economic and investment coop-
eration in special economic zones,
free zones, and industrial cities.
During the meeting, investment
opportunities available in the spe-
cial economic zones, free zones,
and industrial cities supervised
by the Authority were reviewed,
alongside discussing possible ar-
eas of cooperation with the Chi-
nese province of Hainan, as well as
exploring opportunities to estab-
lish investment partnerships be-
tween companies and institutions

from both sides across a number
of promising economic and indus-
trial sectors.

The two sides emphasized the

importance of coordination, fa-
cilitation, and creating an envi-
ronment supportive of coopera-
tion, in parallel with involving

economic zones, companies, and
the private sector in developing
and executing investment and
commercial opportunities and

projects of mutual interest.

They also highlighted benefiting
from mutual experiences in devel-
oping and managing economic and
specialized zones, enhancing inte-
gration between zones and ports,
developing industrial clusters, and
attracting qualitative investments,
thereby contributing to transition-
ing from general frameworks of
cooperation to practical partner-
ships based on specific initiatives
and projects.

During the meeting, the ecosys-
tem of special economic, free, and
industrial zones supervised by the
Authority was presented, along
with the supportive investment
environment it provides, benefit-
ing from the Oman’s strategic lo-
cation, regulatory flexibility, and
openness to regional and global
markets, as well as the logistical
depth provided by the network of
ports, airports, and integrated in-
frastructure, which enhances in-

vestors’ ability to access markets
and expand their businesses.

The two sides addressed the im-
portance of enhancing communi-
cation between the business com-
munities in the Sultanate of Oman
and Hainan Province, and intro-
ducing the opportunities available
for Chinese companies to invest
and expand in the zones supervised
by the Authority, contributing to
attracting qualitative investments,
enhancing industrial integration,
and transferring knowledge and
modern technologies.

Both parties also affirmed the
importance of continued coordi-
nation and exchange of expertise,
as well as working to explore new
areas for cooperation and part-
nership, enhancing economic and
investment relations between the
Sultanate of Oman and the People’s
Republic of China, represented by
Hainan Province, and serving the
mutual interests of both sides. -ona

Oman evolving as a specialised
structured-finance market

Rather than lending
against a sponsor’s
balance sheet, it

is built around the
cash flows, assets,
contracts and risks of
a single transaction,
S0 a project is
assessed on its own

economics

VINOD KUMAR PK
vinodkumar@timesofoman.com

MUSCAT: Oman is becoming a
specialised structured-finance
market with real depth in infra-
structure, renewables, logistics
and hydrogen. As Vision 2040 pro-
jects move from development into
execution, structured finance is
the bridge between national ambi-
tion and global institutional capi-
tal, said Nooreen Naaz, Associate
Vice President (Capital Markets &
Partnerships), Graystone Capital.

Structured finance sits between
conventional corporate lending
and the capital markets, she said
added that, “Rather than lending
against a sponsor’s balance sheet,
it is built around the cash flows,
assets, contracts and risks of a sin-
gle transaction, so a project is as-
sessed on its own economics.”

“In Oman this means project
and infrastructure finance, syndi-
cated lending, asset-backed struc-
tures, acquisition finance, export-
credit-supported facilities, sukuk

and, increasingly, green and sus-

tainability-linked instruments,”
she said. Power, water, ports, lo-
gistics, petrochemicals, renewa-
bles and green hydrogen are the
natural candidates, the practical
advantage of this type of financing
is scale she added.

A single structure can bring lo-
cal banks, international lenders,
export credit agencies, Islamic in-
stitutions and institutional inves-
tors into one project, which is how
Oman finances assets are far larger
than any domestic balance sheet
could carry alone.

Although there is no single offi-
cial statistic labelled “Oman struc-
tured-finance market,” Nooreen
Naaz said, “These transactions
are reported across bank lending,
project finance, syndicated loans,
bonds and sukuk. But the direction
is unambiguous.”

Central Bank of Oman (CBO)
data shows that total -credit
reached OMR38.2 billion at the
end of June 2026, up 12.3 percent
year on year, with deposits rising
13 percent to OMR37.3 billion. Un-

der Vision 2040’s financial-sector
programme, bank financing direct-
ed to priority diversification sec-
tors increased by around 14 per-
cent and now represents roughly
23 percent of commercial banks’
lending portfolios.

Capital markets are carrying
more of the load. Oman returned
to international markets in No-
vember 2025 with a $1 billion
sovereign sukuk priced at 60 basis
points over US Treasuries. In June
2026, the eleventh local sovereign
sukuk attracted nearly OMR250
million of demand against a base
size of OMR100 million, roughly
2.5 times, allowing the greenshoe
to be exercised and the issue to
close at OMR120 million with a4.2
percent profit rate.

Underpinning all of it is the sover-
eign’s own repair work. Government
debt fell to 34.6 percent of GDP at
the end of 2025, from 67.9 percent
in 2020. That is the single biggest
reason international lenders price
Omani risk more finely today.

‘When asked whether structured
financing is genuinely reaching

large projects, she said, “Yes, and
the track record is stronger than
many realise.”

The Dugm refinery remains the
reference transaction, she said,
adding, “The roughly $8 billion pro-
ject raised $4.61 billion of senior
debt from 29 financial institutions
across 13 countries, with cover
from three export credit agencies,
and it included the largest Sharia-
compliant facility ever extended to
agreenfield projectin Oman.”

Similarly, in 2025, “The refinery
passed its lenders’ reliability test,
establishing the actual completion
date and releasing more than $4
billion of shareholder guarantees.
That is a full project-finance cycle,
completed.”

Renewables also show the same
model at smaller scale. The Manah
I 500MW solar plant reached fi-
nancial close with equity and debt
from institutions including Korea
Eximbank, Societe Generale and
Bank Muscat, under a long-term
power-purchase framework.

Regarding the instruments in-
volved in structured financing she

said, “Limited-recourse project fi-
nance, syndicated and club loans,
asset-backed and receivables fi-
nancing, securitisation, acquisi-
tion finance, structured trade and
commodity finance, ECA-support-
ed debt, mezzanine debt, bonds
and sukuk.”

For infrastructure the architec-
ture is familiar: a special purpose
vehicle, a long-term concession or
offtake agreement, sponsor equity,
senior debt and a security package
over project assets and cash flows.
‘What matters less is the prod-
uct name than how construction,
completion, offtaker, commod-
ity, operating and refinancing risks
are allocated between the project
company, sponsors, lenders and
counterparties.

‘When asked whether structured
financing is supporting diversifica-
tionin Oman, she said, “This is where
itbecomes strategically important.”

“Oman’s diversification pro-
gramme requires substantial
private and international capital
across renewables, green hydro-
gen, manufacturing, logistics,
tourism, mining, food security and
digital infrastructure,” she added.

“Government and domestic
bank balance sheets cannot rea-
sonably fund that cycle alone,” she
further pointed out.

Structured finance converts
commercially viable projects into
bankable assets, combining spon-
sor equity, domestic liquidity,
international banks, ECAs, devel-
opment institutions and capital-
market investors.

Oman’s green hydrogen sec-
tor illustrates the scale. Hydrom’s
awarded portfolio has grown to
nine projects representing more
than $50 billion of prospective
investment. “I would add one cau-
tion,” she said adding, “awarding
a project is not the same as reach-
ing financial close. The real test of
Oman’s structured-finance capa-
bility over the next three years is

how many of those awards convert
into signed, funded transactions.”

Regarding how relevant Shar-
ia-compliant structured financ-
ing is, she says, “Highly relevant.
Islamic banking has expanded
quickly since Oman’s framework
was introduced in 2012. Assets
of Islamic banks and windows
reached OMRI10 billion by June
2026, up 8.7 percent year on year,
with financing of OMRS billion,
approaching one-fifth of total
banking-sector assets.

“Ijara, Murabaha, Musharaka,
‘Wakalah, Istisna’a and sukuk can
all sit alongside conventional fa-
cilities within a single transaction,
as Dugm demonstrated. Oman has
also issued its first ESG sukuk, by
Oman Electricity Transmission
Company, an early sign that Sharia-
compliant and sustainable finance
are converging here, she added.

She further pointed out that in
the first half of 2026, Omani issu-
ers raised $1.82 billion across six
bond and sukuk issuances, against
roughly $49 billion in Saudi Arabia
and $25 billion in the UAE. Oman’s
Financial Services Authority it-
self describes the domestic capital
market as relatively small and less
liquid, which keeps banks and in-
ternational lenders central to large
transactions.

The constraint worth naming is
that a meaningful share of current
issuance is refinancing rather than
new capital formation. Deepening
the domestic institutional investor
base and secondary-market liquid-
ity remains unfinished work.

But size is the wrong measure,
she said adding that “Oman is be-
coming a specialised structured-
finance market with real depth in
infrastructure, renewables, logis-
tics and hydrogen. As Vision 2040
projects move from development
into execution, structured finance
is the bridge between national
ambition and global institutional
capital.”

Al Suwaiq Industrial City abuzz with construction works

Times News Service

AL SUWAIQ: Project site con-
struction works are in full swing
at Al Suwaiq Industrial City, with
investors spearheading the launch
of the industrial city deemed an
attractive business destination in
North Al Batinah Governorate.

This reflects the growing indus-
trial activity in the city, enhances
its appeal as an ideal investment
destination in North Al Batinah
Governorate, and supports eco-
nomic diversification and local
added value objectives.

Munthir bin Ali Al Nasri, Act-
ing Director General of Al Suwaiq
Industrial City, said in a statement
that Al Suwaiq Industrial City has
so far attracted investment pro-
jects worth more than OMR14
million, with the total leased area

so for exceeding 80,000 square me-
tres. This, he observed, brings the
cumulative total investment in the
industrial city to more than OMR2
million and the overall leased area
t0 90,000 square metres.

The projects being set up at Al
Suwaiq Industrial City cover a
variety of sectors, including poly-
ethylene production, industrial oil

refining, bitumen polymer modi-
fication and the manufacturing of
ceramic tiles.

Al Suwaiq Industrial City oc-
cupies a total area of 12.2 million
square metres. The first phase
of the industrial city (1.3 million
square metres) will be developed
by the Public Establishment for
Industrial Estates (Madayn), ush-

ering in a new milestone to the
system of industrial cities in the
Sultanate of Oman.

Al Suwaiq Industrial City boasts
a wide range of investment oppor-
tunities, competitive incentives
and advanced infrastructure.

He also noted that the manage-
ment of Al Suwaiq Industrial City
is working closely with relevant

partners in the public and private
sectors to accelerate the provision
of essential services to the city and
its investors, explore ways to at-
tract investments and facilitate
procedures, and organise promo-
tional events to highlight the avail-
able investment opportunities and
incentives offered to investors.

“These efforts aim to attract
value-added industrial projects,
broaden the city’s industrial ac-
tivities and boost the sector’s con-
tribution to the national economy,
while creating new opportunities
for the SMEs and supporting sup-
ply chains and services associated
with the industrial sector,” Al Nas-
seri pointed out.

Al Suwaiq Industrial City repre-
sents a significant addition to the
Sultanate’s network of industrial
cities, with a range of investment

opportunities, competitive incen-
tives and advanced infrastructure
planned for the city.

The city is expected to generate
direct and indirect job opportuni-
ties for the Omanis, empower the
entrepreneurs to launch innova-
tive projects, and contribute to in-
creasing non-oil revenues.

Madayn has also developed
studies to identify investment op-
portunities aligned with the eco-
nomic diversification strategy and
Oman Vision 2040.

Targeted sectors include pet-
rochemicals, food industries and
modern agriculture, energy and
supporting technologies, recy-
cling and environmental indus-
tries, light and medium industries,
pharmaceuticals, technology and
innovation, heavy industries, and
logistics.
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MSX index
ends lower

Al Madina Investments,

up 4.05%, was the top

gainer while, Al Hassan Engineering, down
16.67%, was the top loser

MUSCAT: The MSX index
closed at 7,605.90 points, down
by -0.34% from previous close.
The Sharia Index ended down by
-0.14% at 621.16 points. Al Ma-
dina Investments, up 4.05%, was
the top gainer while, Al Hassan
Engineering, down 16.67%, was
the top loser. Shares of Sohar In-
ternational Bank were the most
active in terms of number of
shares traded as well as in terms
of turnover.

A total number of 10379 trades
were executed during the day’s
trading session, generating turno-
ver of RO 39.8 million, with more
than 158.61 million shares chang-
ing hands. Out of 72 traded secu-
rities, 22 advanced, 31 declined,
and 19 remained unchanged. At
the session close, foreign inves-
tors were net sellers for RO 1593K
while GCC & Arab investors were
net buyers for RO 833K, followed
by domestic investors for RO
760K worth of shares.

Financial Index closed at
13,392.99 points, down -0.18%.
Prices of Al Madina Investments,
Ominvest, Al Anwar Investment,
Financial Corporation, Bank
Muscat were up by 4.05%, 2.99%,
2.11%, 2.00%, 0.49% respectively.
Prices of Al Batinah Develop-
ment Company, Muscat Finance,
Oman & Emirates Investment,

Taageer Finance, Bank Dho-

far were down by 541%, 4.29%,

3.85%, 3.39%, 2.83% respectively.
Industrial Index closed at
9,907.88 points, down -0.14%.

Prices of Raysut Cement, Oman

Cement, Construction Materi-
als, Oman Chromite, Gulf Mush-

room Products were up by 3.98%,

2.69%, 1.30%, 1.27%, 0.46% re-
spectively. Prices of Al Hassan
Engineering, Oman Fisheries,
Galfar Engineering, Al Maha Ce-
ramics, Gulf International Chem-
icals were down by 16.67%, 4.35%,
1.90%, 1.85%, 1.39% respectively.

Services Index was down by
-0.25% before closing at 3,071.66
points. Prices of Renaissance
Services, Barka Water & Power
Company, Phoenix Power, Phoe-
nix Power, Al Jazeera Services

were up by 3.18%, 2.50%, 0.71%,

0.71%, 0.39% respectively. Prices
of Sembcorp Salalah, National
Gas, Ooredoo, OQ Exploration
& Production, Al Suwadi Pow-
er were down by 1.89%, 1.71%,
1.22%, 0.63%, 0.50% respective-

ly.— United Securities

INDICES
Index High Low. Value Prev.Value.......... ) fESe—— Diff %
MSX 30 INDEX.......cooirummemremmeriereernareenes 7,642.85....coucuunes 7,598.80 7,605.90 7,631.51 -25.61 -0.34 %
FINANCIAL INDEX 13,456.14 13,368.18 13,392.99 13,417.06 -24.07 -0.18 %
Industry Inde 9,952.00............. 9,846.43 9,907.88 9,921.87 -13.99 -0.14 %
Services INAEX .......ouwweweneeeeenreceeninns 3,088.26.............. 3,069.28 3,071.66 3,079.34. -7.68 -0.25 %
MSX Shariah Index 623.03 617.56 621.16 622.04 -0.88 -0.14 %
MSX TR INDEX. 11,849.39 11,781.08......covvvumeeee 11,792.10 11,831.80 -39.70 -0.34 %
FINANCIAL TR IDX . 16,495.57 -29.59 -0.18 %
INDUSTRIAL TR IDX, 12,745.98 12,610.78.. 12,707.40 -17.92 -0.14 %
SERVICES TRIDX ..4,146.59... 4,121.10 4,134.61 -10.31 -0.25 %
FIXED INCOME INDEX ..1,291.27 ... 1,291.27 1,291.27 1,291.27. 0.00 0.00 %
Trading Summary
Volume ................ Turnover .......... Trades Market Cap. Up Down Equal......... Sec. Traded
158,614,421.............. 39,799,702............... 10,379....cccoce. 38,973,844,368 22 31 19 72
SHARE PRICE BULLETIN FOR MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 7

SN SECURITY NAME, VOLUME ........ TURNOVER .. - TRADES.cc, OPEN PRICE . HIBH o (L — CLOSE PR, .. PREV. CLOSE .o IFF (RD). e [ — LAST PR LASTBID e LAST OFFER..cerree] PAR VALLE....... MARKET CAP

REGULAR MARKET

0OMO0000003224-.......... RENAISSANCE SERVICES........cmmmmnnreecsssesssasnnnes 831,227 69,031,720

OMO0000001533 OMINVEST.

64,697

OMO0000001749.. OMAN CEMENT

5100

BARKA WATER AND POWER.
ALANWAR INVESTMENT

OMO0000003141.
OMO0000001772..

PHOENIX POWER

128,049 ..

.463,738,667

201,832,353

GULF MUSHROOM PRODUCTS

IBANKIVIT S (/AT ————— 6,465,641

46,707

ASYAD SHIPPING
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26,240,000
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ALJAZEERA SERVICES

15,295 ..

OMAN OIL MARKETING
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100

.................... 10,924,963

OMO0000001087. OMAN UNITED INSURANCE

100

0OMO0000001483.. NATIONAL BANK OMAN

12,000

13,471,400
................... 80,883,000
35,175,000
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OMO0000001707..
OMO0000002374.

UNITED FINANCE
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07,671,000

0OMO0000002804 ASAFFAFOOD:

VOLTAMP ENERGY..
SMN POWER HOLDI!

OMO0000003661..

0OMO0000004248

OM0000004420 BANK NIZWA

OMO0000007811.. MUSANDAM POWER

OMO0000003026
OMO0000002176.

JAZEERA STEEL PRODUCT!

(ONNERH RGO TV S ——— 2471879

......... 3,437,311
18,1

OMO0000001509..
OMO0000009072
0OMO0000004925
OM0000004933

DHOFAR INT'L DEVELOPMENT & INVES'

74,385

31,339,20;

................... 89,880,000

189,000,000

7,531,493
.................. 326,595,143
24,284,550
038,750,000

.114,031,837
146,336,56:

OM0000003125.

MADINA TAKAFUL

GLOBAL FINANCIAL INVESTMENT HO.
OQEXPLORATION AND PRODUCTION

970,059,758

134,302,599

141,452,455
68,200,000

800,000,000

AL SHARQIYA INVESTMENT HO.
SOHAR INTERNATIONAL BANK

64,528,379 ..

OOREDOO

OQBASE INDUSTRIES (SFZ) .....ooccooureriirrisres 30,166,288

968,491

9,600,000
9,270,000
458,441,078

89,089,148

OMO0000004735 SEMBCORP SALALAH

663,676 ..

OMO0000002549
OMO0000001681.. OMAN EMIRATES HO.

BANK DHOFAR......oocccrrrsmiressissssssssssssssssssssssssssssse: 4,694,338

.................. 211,556,875

247,234,135

5,965

Total 7

145,054,911

................. 626,198,498

15,996,094

BN ) LY/ ==

OMO0000001962..
OM0000002911..
OM0000001368.
OM0000001020

FINANCIAL CORPORATION

OMAN CHROMITE

AL MADINA INVESTMENT HOLDING..

CONSTRUCTION MATERIAL INDUSTRIE

457,376
... 17,100

2,000

1,373

MUSCAT CITY DESALINATION

112,400

13,843,986

THE PEARL REIF

OMO0000010823.. OMAN GATEWAY FUND.

0B
10,000

.106,458,638

OM0000004776 TAKAFUL OMAN.

1,000

OM0000006979 OMAN QATAR INSURANCE
OMO0000008447 .......... OMAN REIT FUND

1,598
22,254 2,357. 8

OMO0000011151 OMIFCO

7,350,033 .....1,599,560......... 475

8,850,934

5,500,000

0.106.

30,147,873

0.105. 89,222,313

OMAN ARAB BANK

0.216

0.216. ... 1,444,905,000

AL ANWAR CERAMIC

0.260.

0.260. 520,713,267

JABAL REIF

DHOFAR FOODS AND INVESTMENT

AMAN REAL ESTATE

GULF INTERNATIONAL CHEMICALS

0.157.nnes
0.21

[T NSNS ()
0.000

0.105

0.105.

OM0000001160.. NATIONAL GAS

OM0000005005 ALMAHA CERAMICS

(0004 Tem— 0.071.
0.069.

0.069.

TAAGEER FINANCE.

GALFAR ENGINEERING & CONTRACTING....... 263,847

25,400

OM0000003711.. SOHAR POWER

1,043

ORI G —— 0.112
0.265.

9,775,000

0.265.

0155

0155

‘OM0000001590. MUSCAT FINANCE

Total &)

91,300 6,26
12,253,129

........... (010) 5 AUURUSOORRN (1) /EUSOONRNNEN ( (170

(08B — 0.116.
0.218

0.218.

0.067.

0.067.

Oman’s central bhank raises
OMRBR42mn through treasury bills

MUSCAT: Oman’s central bank
raised OMR42 million by way of
allotting treasury bills on Monday.

The value of the allotted treas-
ury bills include OMR40 million,
for a maturity period of 91 days.

The average accepted price
reached OMR99.050 for every
OMR100, and the minimum ac-
cepted price arrived at OMR99.050
per OMR100. The average dis-
count rate and the average yield
reached 3.81044% and 3.84699%,
respectively.

Additionally, treasury Dbills
amounting to OMR2 million for a
maturity period of 182 days. The
average accepted price reached

OMR98.065 for every OMR100, and
the minimum accepted price ar-
rived at OMR98.065 per OMR100.
The average discount rate and the
average yield reached 3.88063%
and 3.95720%, respectively.

Treasury bills are short-term
highly secured financial instru-
ments issued by the Ministry of
Finance, and they provide licensed
commercial banks the opportunity
to invest their surplus funds. The

Central Bank of Oman (CBO) acts
as the Issue Manager and provides
the added advantage of ready li-
quidity through discounting and
repurchase facilities (Repo).

It may be noted that the interest
rate on the Repo operations with
CBO is 4.25% while the discount
rate on the treasury bills Discount-
ing Facility with CBO is 4.75%.

Furthermore, treasury bills pro-
mote the local money market by
creating a benchmark yield curve
for short-term interest rates. Addi-
tionally, the Government may also
resort to this instrument when-
ever felt necessary for financing its
recurrent expenditures. -ona

Sohar International partners with Athar to
provide ABPI devices across 4 health complexes

MUSCAT: Extending its social
investment into an area with di-
rect implications for community
wellbeing, Sohar International has
signed a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) with the Health
Endowment Foundation (Athar),
whose Board is chaired by the
Omani Minister of Health, to fund
the implementation of the ‘Pulse
of Life’ initiative. As part of the ini-
tiative, four Ankle-Brachial Pres-
sure Index (ABPI) devices will be
introduced at selected health com-
plexes operated by the Ministry of
Health, supporting the early detec-
tion of Peripheral Arterial Disease
(PAD) and helping to reduce the
risks of heart attacks and strokes.
Under this partnership, Sohar
International will cover the provi-
sion of the devices, and the Direc-
torate General of Health in Mus-
cat will be in charge of training
healthcare professionals on their
operation and the interpretation of
results, while working to integrate
the early screening service into di-
abetes and chronic disease clinics
at the targeted health complexes.
The initiative will also be closely
monitored through performance
indicators to assess the impact of
the service and its contribution to
enhancing patient safety and qual-
ity of care. This comprehensive
funding approach, which com-
bines equipment provision, capac-

ity building, and oversight mecha-
nisms, is designed to establish a
sustainable healthcare service
that becomes an integral part of
routine care, while complement-
ing national efforts to strengthen
preventive healthcare across the
Sultanate.

Commenting on the partner-
ship, Dr. Mazin Mahmood Al Raisi,
Chief Marketing Officer at Sohar
International, said, “Preventive
healthcare can make a decisive
difference to both individual well-
being and the wider healthcare
system. At Sohar International,
we view social investment as a
responsibility to direct support
towards areas where it can ad-
dress a defined need and produce

lasting benefit. Our partnership
with Athar puts this approach
into practice by helping make an
important diagnostic capability
available to more patients within
the public health system.”

Hilal Al Sarmi, CEO at Athar
added, “The value of ‘Pulse of Life’
lies in how it can strengthen care
at the point of delivery. By plac-
ing fast, reliable and non-invasive
tools directly in the hands of front-
line healthcare providers, the ini-
tiative will support more informed
decisions while offering patients
a simpler and more comfortable
experience. Partnerships with
institutions such as Sohar Inter-
national are essential to turning
healthcare priorities into practi-

cal improvements. We value the
bank’s confidence in ‘Pulse of Life’
and its contribution towards tak-
ing it forward.”

The devices funded by Sohar
International will be allocated
to Seeb Specialist Health Com-
plex, Musanaa, Suwaiq and Sohar
Health Complex. Suitable for out-
patient and primary healthcare
settings, the systems can be used
during routine consultations, al-
lowing medical teams to assess pa-
tients and make more appropriate
referral decisions.

PAD can develop without obvi-
ous symptoms and may only be
recognized after complications
have emerged. People living with
diabetes, hypertension or high
cholesterol are at greater risk, as
are smokers and older adults. For
these groups, greater access to as-
sessment can support timely care
and help reduce the risk of serious
outcomes, including diabetic foot
complications and, in severe cases,
lower-limb amputation.

For Sohar International, cor-
porate responsibility involves di-
recting its resources towards part-
nerships that combine specialist
expertise with public-sector reach.
The bank will continue to engage
in areas of clear social relevance,
with an emphasis on programs
that strengthen essential services
and build institutional capability.

Oman o1l price jumps
$2.74 to $104.54

per barrel on supply
disruption concerns

MUSCAT: The official price of
Oman oil for delivery in next No-
vember rose by $2.74 settled at
$104.54 per barrel on Monday.

It is worth noting that the
monthly average price of Oman
crude oil for delivery in Septem-
ber 2026 amounted to $76.36,
marking a decline of $2.73 com-
pared to the delivery price for
August.

Meanwhile, global oil prices
continued their upward trajec-
tory on Monday, as concerns over
prolonged supply disruptions in
the Middle East intensified amid
ongoing exchanges of attacks be-
tween the United States and Iran.

Brent crude futures rose 52
cents, or 0.54 percent, to $96.80
per barrel, while US West Texas
Intermediate (WI) crude gained
66 cents, or 0.72 percent, to
$92.14 per barrel.

Brent surged 7.8 percent last
week, while WTI climbed about
10 percent, after the US and Iran
resumed their attacks, leading to
adecline in oil flows.

Marine intelligence  firm
Marisks said commercial tankers
are increasingly being used delib-
erately as instruments of mutual
economic pressure, significantly
eroding the previous distinction
between military confrontation
and commercial shipping.

Meanwhile, the Opec+ alliance
decided on Sunday to keep its oil
production policy unchanged for

October 2026, as the group works
towards agreeing on new quotas
before determining its next steps
on output.

In August, the alliance agreed
to increase production for Sep-
tember following gradual hikes,
fully reversing a 1.65 million bar-
rel per day supply cut agreed in
2023. Despite the agreed increas-
es, output remains well below tar-
get levels due to the war.

The alliance comprises
Opec and other producers,
including Russia.

Opec+ currently has very lim-
ited ability to influence the ac-
tual oil market, said Jorge Ledn
of Rystad Energy. “The group can
adjust production targets on pa-
per, but it cannot guarantee that
those barrels will be produced or
actually reach the market.”

“The focus is now shifting away
from monthly production adjust-
ments towards a much more im-
portant discussion about 2027,
he added.Opec+ continues to
apply another production cut,
covering most of the 21-member
group, until the end of 2026. Be-
fore deciding how to phase out
the cuts and return production
to the market, the group must re-
view members’ oil production ca-
pacity to determine baselines for
2027 output, which will form the
basis for setting quotas.

The group’s next meeting is
scheduled for 4 October 2026. -ona
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Quality car rentals
at competitive prices.

9731 6218
Salalah 9429 9325

Muscat 9679 0594
9679 0684

Sohar

www.orbit-oman.com

e Fleet of 2,000 vehicles

® Choose from a wide range
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¢ PDO, OXY and BP spec
vehicles available

e Attractive rates for short-term
& long-term lease
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ACCOUNTS/FINANCE

MBA Finance with 14
yrs of GCC experience
as a Senior Accountant,
with expertise up to
Finalization. Contact :
98869499

Looking for job
in Accounts with
D/L Contact: 92092486.

Senior Accountant cum
procurement (FMCB,
construction), finance
job required with D/L

& NOC MBA-finance,
8+yrs experience in
accounts, finance, admin
(finalization, audit, MIS,
banking, cash flow, VAT,
payroll, etc). Contact:
94822604

Accountant having 10
yrs gulf experience in
accounts, D/L and NOC
Available. Contact :
79192017

ADMINISTRATION

Indian female, MSc
Industrial Psychology
graduate with 1 yr HR
experience, seeking HR,
Administration, Sales

or Marketing roles.
Excellent communication,
coordination & people
management skills.
Contact : 99680529,
Email: evapraisy(@gmail.
com

ENGINEER

Civil Engineer, 5 y1s
experience, seeking civil,
planning, sustainability
engineer opportunities.
Contact : +96891864596.
Email ;: arun.sustainable(@
gmail.com

ENGINEER

B.E . Mechanical
engineer with 6+yrs
experience seeks jobh.
Contact: 75270710, Email:
jinsonrijo@gmail.com

Industrial & Quality
Engineer, Masters in
industrial engineering
with 6+ yrs experience

in manufacturing

with a valid USA D/L.
Contact: +96871753405
Email: abhinavchalla95 (@
gmail.com

Mechanical engineer 11+
yrs experience in Oman
HVAC, MEP, projects,
facility management.
Ready to join immediately.
Contact: 91690765

CARGO MADE
SIMPLE
Advertise with us

Send your advertisement to:
amcoman@choueirigroup.com

Chartered Accountant, 23 years’
experience as Finance Head &
Auditing firm in Oman. Well versed
with Banking, IFRS and taxation,
Banking & E-invoicing (basics)
seeks suitable position.

Contact : 94274470

QS MANAGER

Senior @S, B. Sc in Civil, 15+ yrs of
Oman experience, Pre & Post Tendering,
Contracts Management, FIDIC, Value
Engg, Cost Control & Budgeting.

Available in Oman for immediate joining.

Email: gsprofessionalsk@gmail.com

WA/Call: +968 91117043

TEACHER

Lady teacher, Assistant professor
MBA, B.Ed, Ph.D. (Management
studies) pursuing 2nd yrs, with 16 yrs’
experience, seeks teaching position in
Oman. Immediate joining.

Email: mohammediyasmeen5@gmail.com

Contact: +968 77866559

s e ‘1.

—

Send your advertisement to
amcoman@choueirigroup.com

MANAGER

Project Manager

with 24 yrs Gulf
experience, including 12
years in Oman extensive
expertise in MEP project
management, project
execution, electrical and
mechanical installation,
testing & commissioning,
team leadership, and
project coordination.
Contact: 76925100

MISCELLANEOUS

Indian male MBA, 4.4 yrs
of experience in various
sectors as a project
coordinator, including
inbound and outbound
sectors. Willing to take
on new challenges in a
highly proactive manner.
NOC and D/L available.
Contact 95921804 .Email
vivithkumarrl3@gmail.
com

PLACE
YOUR
ADVT HERE

Send your ad fo: amcoman@ |
choueirigroup.com

SENIOR CIVIL ENGINEER

with 21+ yrs experience in building construction,
FM, civil maintenance, QS, site execution, project
coordination and documentation. Seeking a
suitable position in Oman.

O 94194399 X9 Ahmadoman015@gmai.com

FINANGE

FINANCE MANAGER/ Chief Accountant
17+ years’ Oman experience (Logistics,
hospitality, manufacturing, contracting,
trading). OACPA Consultant. Expert
in IFRS, VAT, corporate tax, banking
facilities & project costing.

WA:79788708 | neilks2020@gmail.com

Experienced ICWA/CMA (India), M.Com
& OACPA certified professional with 15+
years in Costing, Manufacturing Finance,

Corporate Planning & Strategy,
MIS and Budgeting.

Email: harindranath.7891@gmail.com
Contact : +968 96098863

VIDEO EDITOR

An Indian video editor with 6
months experience and proficiency
in ADOBE PREMIERE PRO and
ADOBE AFTER EFFECTS is looking
for suitable job.

Contact: +968 97411676

MISCELLANEQOUS

Male looking job for
elecrtician & building
maintenance with D/L.
Contact: 97315461

PURCHASE/
PROCUREMENT

Procurement Engineer

20 yrs experience
construction and trading.
WhatsApp : +96895839964

Indian male (36), MBA,
13+yrs exp in procurement
& logistics, valid Oman D/L
ready to join immediately.
Contact: 92536194

SALES/MARKETING

Experienced FMCG Sales
professional with 7+ yrs

in Oman. Seeking sales
supervisor, HORECA,

sales executive, business
development or unit manager
roles. Immediate joining.
Contact: +968-98706181.
Email : zaidahmadsyed87 @

Indian male, MBA (Finance), with +9
years of experience in Accounting
& Finance, seeking a position as an
Audit Associate. NOC available. Valid
driving license.

CONTACT : 72420067, 95272057

PMP-certified Construction Project
Manager with 10+yrs Oman
experience. M.E., Construction Eng. &
Mgmt., and skilled in project execution,
coordination, & team leadership.
Immediately available.

Contact : 91736863

PROGUREMENT

Procurement, postgraduate 15+yrs
experience in Oman oil & gas, EPC, PEB
& structural steel projects also has
sound knowledge in import, customs
clearance and freight & logistics.

Contact : 75123132

PROGUREMENT

PROCUREMENT & SUPPLY
CHAIN PROFESSIONAL

18+ years’ GCC experience in Procurement,
Supply Chain, Warehousing & Logistics.
Available for suitable positions in Oman.

Contact : 91257663

JOB WANTED

SALES/MARKETING

Sales executive with 6
yrs of experience with
Oman DL, is looking for a
suitable vacancy. Contact:
78766246

Indian Male, BBA, 20
years experience in Sales
& Marketing in Oman.
Holding valid Oman
driving license seeks
suitable placement.
Contact No : 93011232.
Email: jitinjoshua920@
gmail.com
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Death toll in Nepal floods rises to
1,355, rescue operations continue

Nepal is observing
a day of national
mourning on
Monday in memory
of lives lost in
devastating floods
which struck on
August 26

KATHMANDU: The death toll
from the devastating flash floods
has climbed to 1,355, according to
the latest figures released by Ne-
pal’s National Disaster Risk Re-
duction and Management Author-
ity NDRRMA).

Nepal is observing a day of na-
tional mourning on Monday in
memory of lives lost in devastating
floods which struck on August 26.

A Cabinet meeting held on
September 3 at the Office of the
Prime Minister and Council of
Ministers had decided to observe
national mourning in honour of
the flood victims. Accordingly, the
national flag is being flown at half-
mast at government offices across
the country, as well as at Nepali
embassies and diplomatic mis-
sions abroad.

The Bhotekoshi flood struck
Rasuwa, causing widespread
loss of life and extensive damage
to homes, roads, bridges, hydro-
power facilities and other critical
infrastructure.

The disaster also affected down-
stream areas along the Trishuli
River, including parts of Nuwakot
and Dhading, leaving communities
displaced and disrupting trans-
port, electricity, water supply and
other essential services.

Search and rescue operations,

i

relief distribution and infrastruc-
ture restoration have continued
in the affected areas, with national
security agencies, government au-
thorities, local communities and
international partners involved in
the response.

On the eve of the national
mourning, Prime Minister Balen-
dra (Balen) Shah issued a public
statement acknowledging the on-
going work of Nepal’s security per-
sonnel involved in search, rescue
and management operations fol-
lowing flood damage caused by the
Bhote Koshi and Trishuli rivers.

The statement highlighted a re-
cent incident at the Central Jail at
Khampa Camp in Bidur-6, Nuwa-
kot, where floodwaters damaged
administrative structures and
reached lower levels of housing
facilities.

According to the Prime Minis-
ter, 52 personnel from the Nepal
Police and the Armed Police Force
(APF) transferred all 923 inmates
to higher ground within the com-

China emphasises
judicial cooperation

NEW DELHI: Chief Justice of
China and President of the Su-
preme People’s Court, Zhang Jun,
delivered a keynote address at the
BRICS Chief Justices’ Forum,
emphasising judicial coopera-
tion and mutual learning among
member states.

Sharing the developments on
social media, Chinese Embassy
Spokesperson in India, Yu Jing,
wrote in a post on X, “Chief Jus-
tice of China and President of the
Supreme People’s Court, Zhang
Jun delivered a keynote address
at BRICS Chief Justices’ Fo-
rum. Zhang said China hopes to
deepen mutual learning among
judicial civilizations, strengthen
pragmatic cooperation, safe-
guard the healthy development of
trade and economy, focus on digi-
tal justice, promote the improve-
ment of judicial quality and ef-
ficiency, and jointly create a new
situation for judicial cooperation
among BRICS countries.”

Building upon these addresses,
the Supreme Court of India host-
ed the three-day forum from Sep-
tember 4 to 6, bringing together
chief justices, presidents of su-
preme courts and senior judicial
leaders from BRICS member
states and partner countries.

As part of the engagements,
Chief Justice of India Surya Kant
held bilateral meetings with ju-
dicial heads from Russia, China,
Egypt, Indonesia, the UAE, Be-
larus, Kazakhstan, South Africa,
Iran and Uzbekistan.Extending

these diplomatic and legal inter-
actions, the formal discussions
covered judicial cooperation,
mediation and arbitration for
the resolution of commercial dis-
putes, strengthening commercial
courts to boost investor confi-
dence, and possibilities of mutual
recognition of judicial awards
and decrees.

Moving forward with insti-
tutional objectives, the judicial
leaders also discussed profes-
sional exchange programmes
through institutions such as the
National Judicial Academy, shar-
ing of legal best practices and
bilateral conferences on contem-
porary legal issues.

Complementing these coop-
erative frameworks, technol-
ogy integration, including the
use of artificial intelligence to
improve judicial efficiency, and
expeditious judicial processes to
strengthen people-to-people ties
also figured in the discussions.

Among those who met Jus-
tice Surya Kant were Russian
Supreme Court Chief Justice
Igor Krasnov, Chinese Supreme
People’s Court President Zhang
Jun, Egyptian Supreme Con-
stitutional Court Chief Justice
Boulos Gahmy Iskander Bou-
los, Indonesian Supreme Court
Chief Justice Sunarto, UAE Fed-
eral Supreme Court President
Mohammed Hamad Al Badi Al
Dhaheri and Belarus Supreme
Court Chairman Andrei Shved.

— ANI
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plex while re-apprehending 50
inmates who attempted to escape
through damaged perimeter struc-
tures, with several officers sustain-
ing injuries during the process.

Despite damage to nearby bar-
racks, loss of road access and dis-
rupted water supplies, security
personnel have continued main-
taining operations and supplying
necessities at the facility.

Nationwide, joint operations
involving the Nepali Army, Nepal
Police and APF have resulted in
the rescue 0f 13,391 individuals via
air and ground transport.

Current deployments across
affected regions include 9,287
personnel from the Nepali Army
managing operations in Battar and
Dhunche and assembling tempo-
rary bridges in Devighat.

Similarly, 7,975 Nepal Police
officers are handling frontline
search operations, body retrieval
and canine unit deployments.

Moreover, 4,203 APF person-
nel are operating across 13 re-

sponse bases, utilising diving
units, rope rescue teams and
drone surveillance.

The Prime Minister also noted
that 82 security personnel remain
unaccounted for following the
floods, including 45 from the Ne-
pali Army, 25 from the Nepal Po-
lice and 12 from the APF.

Shah expressed appreciation
for the continued efforts of the
security forces, their families and
assisting experts, reaffirming the
government’s commitment to
supporting security personnel de-
ployed in the field.

Australian tunnel rescue expert
Arnold Dix, internationally cele-
brated for his pivotal contribution
in extracting forty-one trapped
workers from India’s Silkyara
tunnel during 2023, has charac-
terised ongoing flood mitigation
operations throughout Nepal as
a professional challenge unlike
any encountered previously in his
professional life.

Dispatching

reports directly

from the field in the wake of cata-
strophic inundations surround-
ing the Bhote Koshi river, Dix
stated early Monday that disas-
ter response squads are steering
through a complex, multi-layered
emergency.

“Right now, in Nepal, we are
facing something I have never
faced before,” Dix posted on so-
cial media. “Not one rescue, but
multiple potential rescues, un-
folding at the same time, in dif-
ferent places, each with its own
dangers, uncertainties and lives
that may still be saved.”

Recalling insights gained from
the Silkyara mission, where a
singular, highly intricate subter-
ranean extraction successfully re-
stored forty-one men to their fami-
lies, Dix underlined that current
conditions near the Bhote Koshi
require transitioning from a singu-
lar concentration towards manag-
ing several concurrent crisis zones
amidst intense unpredictability.

Synthesising Western profes-
sional duties with Eastern philo-
sophical frameworks, Dix observed
that the magnitude of the calamity
demands enduring commitment
irrespective of immediate results.

“Asian traditions offer another
powerful idea: dharma,” he wrote.

“The test is not simply whether
we succeed. It is whether we con-
tinue to do what is right when the
path becomes harder, the respon-
sibilities multiply, and the out-
come cannot be known.”

While search and recovery mis-
sions proceed across severely
impacted segments of the Bhote
Koshi corridor, domestic and over-
seas response units continue tra-
versing perilous terrain to reach
isolated populations.

“Silkyara taught me never to
confuse unlikely with impossible,”
Dix added.

“Nepal is teaching me some-
thing more: when several lives
may depend upon us at once, hope
must become discipline, compas-
sion must become action, and
duty cannot depend upon cer-

tainty of success.”

Specialist response squads and
technical personnel maintain
continuous operations on-site,
contending with persistent water
currents and heavy rubble that
obstruct routes to devastated
settlements.

Amid these ongoing rescue
operations following the dev-
astating floods, the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) reported
that an Indian technical team has
made encouraging progress in ef-
forts to clear the Chilime tunnel,
while an Indian forensic team has
processed more than 400 DNA
samples.

According to the MEA, the In-
dian technical team continued its
manual efforts to clear the tunnel
at Chilime and made progress on
a makeshift path that would allow
access by heavy machinery.

The improvised track is now
close to one kilometre in length,
while the team has also com-
menced work on creating rope-
based access to the tunnel.

Meanwhile, the Indian forensic
team has been processing more
than 400 DNA samples at two lab-
oratories in Kathmandu and has
already generated around 70 DNA
profiles, as stated by the MEA.

In related developments, for-
eign media journalists seeking to
collect news from flood-affected
areas along Nepal’s Bhotekoshi
and Trishuli rivers will now be re-
quired to obtain a Press Accredita-
tion and Journalist Identity Card
from Nepal’s Department of Infor-
mation and Broadcasting (DoIB),
according to an official notice is-
sued by the Government of Nepal.

Concurrently, Nepali authori-
ties have issued an alert along
the river basins of the Budhigan-
daki River following floods in the
mountainous region of Gorkha.

The alert was prompted by a
flood in the Therang River, which
flows through Chumanubri Rural
Municipality-4 and 2 in the moun-
tainous region of Gorkha district.

— ANI

Trump admin. makes new appeal to

Supreme Court over 1

WASHINGTON DC: US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s administra-
tion on Sunday again asked the Su-
preme Court to allow the US Postal
Service (USPS) plan for mail bal-
lots to take place effective imme-
diately ahead of the midterm elec-
tions, according to media report.

As per the American broad-
caster, in its emergency appeal, the
Postal Service noted that mail bal-
lots for the November midterms
are already being sent in one state,
North Carolina, and that other
states will soon follow. The USPS
asked the high court to quickly al-
low it to implement its rule, set-
ting up one of the most significant
election cases on the court’s quick-
turn docket in years.

This comes as the Supreme
Court is already considering an
emergency appeal filed by the
USPS earlier on September 3 that
urged the justices to allow the
agency to implement the new bal-
lot rule ahead of the November
elections.

According to CNN, in that ap-
peal, the USPS asked the Supreme
Court to stay a temporary restrain-
ing order from US District Judge
Indira Talwani in Massachusetts
that barred the agency from mov-
ing forward for two weeks.

In a significant ruling ahead of
the November midterm elections,

US District Judge Indira Talwani
on Friday issued a preliminary in-
junction preventing the U.S. Postal
Service from implementing its
controversial new mail-in voting
rules, CBS reported.

The 49-page decision extends
an earlier emergency temporary
order issued on August 26, effec-
tively freezing the Trump admin-
istration’s postal mandates for
the duration of the 2026 midterm
election cycle.

Judge Talwani ruled that the
Postal Service exceeded its con-

stitutional authority by trying to
impose administrative require-
ments on state election programs,
reported CBS.

The court stressed that the Con-
stitution assigns election adminis-
tration to Congress and the states,
not to federal agencies. The judge
noted that enforcing complex new
mandates while ballots are already
being sent out would “nearly guar-
antee significant disenfranchise-
ment” for eligible voters who de-
pend on mail-in voting.

The recent appeal to the top

1ail-in ballots

court comes as the Trump admin-
istration pushes to give the USPS
anunprecedentedrolein elections.

CNN reported that North Caro-
lina has already begun mailing out
ballots. Alabama will begin doing
so on Sept. 9. At least five addition-
al states will begin mailing ballots
on September 13, according to the
Justice Department.

“Once those ballot envelopes
enter the mailstream, there is no
retrieving them,” the Justice De-
partment told the Supreme Court
in its filing on Sunday:.

“And while the injunction allows
the Postal Service and the states
to continue taking steps to ensure
that their envelopes satisfy the
rule’s requirements, each day the
injunction is in place risks sowing
confusion and chaos because the
injunction makes those prepara-
tory steps voluntary, rather than
mandatory.”

The USPS rule would require
state and local election officials to
upload lists of their mail voters to
aportal.

It would also require election of-
ficials to use special barcodes on
the envelopes to ease tracking of
that mail. As per CNN news, many
election officials have argued that
it’s already too late to implement
those requirements.

12 rescued, 7 dead in Delhi building collapse

NEW DELHI: A total of 12 peo-
ple have been rescued from the
site of the Satya Niketan building
collapse, while seven people have
died, Delhi Police said on Monday.

Delhi Police said one more per-
son was recovered from the debris,
taking the total number of people
rescued to 12.

Inspector General of the Na-
tional Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) Narendra Singh Bundela
said NDRF and Fire Service teams
were working to retrieve one more

person from the debris, who was
likely unconscious.

“As for the current situation,
a total of 12 people have been re-
trieved; six were subsequently de-
clared dead, and five were admit-
ted to hospitals. One body is yet to
be extricated; the NDRF and fire
service teams are attempting to
bring him out—he is likely uncon-
scious,” Bundela said in the press
conference.

He said the state machinery was
activated soon after the building

collapse and two NDRF tactical
teams were working on the ground.

“The state government is tak-
ing the matter seriously; the Chief
Minister visited the site yesterday
and issued directives, so the state
government is taking appropriate
action,” Bundela said.

Speaking about the NDRF’s
response time, Bundela said the
force follows a protocol under
which teams are required to de-
ploy from their base within 20
minutes of receiving a call.

“.. Regarding response time: for
any rescue force—whether it is
the fire service or the Delhi Police
(which has a PCR system)—there
is a set protocol. For the NDRF,
the protocol requires us to deploy
from our base within 20 min-
utes of receiving a call. We have
identified locations across India
where teams remain on standby
24/'7 on a rotational basis, allow-
ing for an immediate response to
any call...” he said.
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igh mountain gla-

ciers formed in the

ice age are retreat-

ing and becoming

unstable as the
burning of fossil fuels heats the
climate and leads to a decline in
snowfall.

The instability creates the con-
ditions for large glacial sections
to collapse, triggering ice and
rock avalanches that can dam
river valleys before tidal waves of
water are released.

Following the glacier collapse
that triggered what is known as a
mountain tsunami in Nepal and
Tibet on August 26, thousands
are still missing and feared dead.
Unlike the 2025 glacier ava-
lanche that destroyed the town of
Blatten in Switzerland — where
nearly all inhabitants were evac-
uated — a lack of early warning
systems in the Himalayas left lo-
cals and tourists at the mercy of
flash floods.
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Rising temperatures are increasing the risk of floods and avalanches

in mountain regions. The disaster in Nepal and Tibet shows the urgent

need for solutions, and the tools that could help save lives

How much is climate
change to blame?

The causes of glacier collapse
are part of a complex web of
interrelated changes to high
mountain landscapes due in part
to rising global temperatures,
say scientists.

Levan Tielidze, research fel-
low in glacial geomorphology at
Australia’s Monash University,
said the Himalayas are not, as
is often imagined, a “frozen and
relatively stable environment,”
but “dynamic systems in which
glaciers, snow, permafrost,
rock slopes, rivers and mon-
soon processes interact.”

“As the climate warms, these
components are changing si-
multaneously, meaning hazards
can cascade from one process
into another,” he told DW. When
rock, ice and water interact in
more unpredictable ways on the
world’s highest peaks, the result-
ing debris flows “can transform
into a catastrophic flood far
downstream.”

Almost25yearsago,inwhatwas
then the biggest glacial collapse in
history, one glacier crashed onto
another in the Caucasus Moun-
tains of North Ossetia in Russia.
The event caused avalanches of
ice and debris that slid more than
24 kilometres (15 miles) and killed
around 125 people.

“The Kolka Glacier disaster
was one of the early warnings of

B the increasing occurrence and
§ potential severity of such glacier-

related hazards,” said Tielidze.

Meanwhile, the UN says gla- §
in Nepalese mountains §

ciers
have declined by one-third in 30

4 years, which has added to their

instability.

Some research suggests that
even if emissions from burning
fossil fuels were low enough to
prevent the planet from heating
by more than 2 degrees Celsius
(8.6 Fahrenheit) compared to
pre-industrial times, the wider
Hindu Kush Himalayan region
could lose up to half its glacier
cover — compared to 2020 levels
— by the end of the century.

For Dipesh Chapagain, senior
scientist at the United Nations
University Institute for Environ-
ment and Human Security, there
is “ample scientific evidence
linking greenhouse gas emis-
sions to global climate change,
which in turn is driving glacier
retreat, permafrost thaw and ice
avalanches.”

“These changes are increasing
both the frequency and intensity
of climate-related disasters in
mountain regions,” he added.

Chapagain has studied hun-
dreds of glacial lake outburst
floods (GLOFs) in the Hindu
Kush Himalaya region — caused
when meltwater from glaciers
and snow creates a lake that
eventually bursts and sends ex-
treme flash floods downstream.
The number of these events per
decade has increased fivefold
since the 1950s.

The glacier collapse in Nepal
and Tibet shares similarities to a
GLOF event.

However, the former was very
different as it skipped the “inter-
mediate lake-formation stage en-
tirely ... and directly triggered the
flash flood,” said Chapagain.

The avalanche also generated
seismic activity equivalent to
about magnitude 5.2 before the
momentum of the water-rich
debris flow that entered the river
system saw it travel roughly 100
kilometers, noted Tielidze.

“These hazards are becoming
so difficult to classify,” he said, in
reference to the way mountain
rock, ice and water are interact-
ing in more unpredictable ways
due to climate change.

Is it possible to adapt

to more extreme glacier
collapse impacts?

The 2025 glacial collapse in the
Swiss Alps that destroyed the
entire village of Blatten resulted
in one fatality. Detailed surveil-
lance of glacier deformation and
the surrounding terrain allowed

authorities to evacuate the popu-
lation before the catastrophic
collapse.

But this is less possible in the
Hindu Kush Himalaya, which
contains more than 63,700 gla-
ciers, said Tielidze.

“In the Himalayas, we need to
move beyond monitoring only
individual dangerous lakes,” he
said. “We need integrated sys-
tems combining satellite obser-
vations, seismic detection, gla-
cier and slope monitoring, river
gauges, weather forecasts and
automated warnings.”

For rapidly evolving events
such as the Nepal disaster, de-
tecting seismic movement could
give downstream communities
“precious minutes of warning,”
he added.

Chapagain said the trans-
boundary nature of glacial haz-
ards in the Himalayas makes
“cross-border and regional co-
operation on disaster prepar-
edness” just as urgent as early-
warning systems.

However, currently available
adaptation technology and ca-
pacity may be insufficient to “re-
spond to a disaster on the scale
we've just witnessed on the Bho-
tekoshi River in Nepal.”

“What we have learned from
this is we can adapt to climate
change but not to climate apoca-
lypse,” said Shreya K.C., the Kath-
mandu-based advocacy working
group cocoordinator of the Loss
and Damage Youth Coalition, in a
statement.

A rapid reduction in planet-
heating emissions that are at
driving glacial melt and instabil-
ity will need to accompany any
adaptation measures.

“We cannot engineer our way
out of unlimited warming,” said
Tielidze. “Some mountain haz-
ards will remain unpredictable
and some changes will eventu-
ally exceed the capacity of com-
munities and infrastructure to
adapt.” -ow
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Odegaard sinks Chelsea in London
derby thriller; Everton hold United

The Premier League
winners rallied from
a goal down to get

past the gritty Blues
at Emirates Stadium

LONDON: Reigning Premier
League champions Arsenal came
from behind to beat big-spending
Chelsea 2-1 in a pulsating London
derby at Emirates Stadium on
Sunday. Chelsea stunned the home
fans by taking a second-minute
lead through £117m summer sign-
ing Morgan Rogers’ volley after
the Gunners failed to clear Reece
James’ free-kick. That was the
first goal Mikel Arteta’s side have
conceded this season.

Despite their flying start, Chel-
sea had not kept a clean sheet in
their previous 18 Premier League
games and Xabi Alonso’s side were
forced to withstand wave after
wave of Arsenal pressure.

Emiliano Martinez denied Bu-
kayo Saka, while Jorrel Hato and
Wesley Fofana each made crucial
blocks before the Gunners levelled
in the 25th-minute after former
Chelsea forward Kai Havertz beat
Martinez at his near post with a
well-placed finish. In a high-quali-

—— . —— ~—
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ty match, Chelsea - who spent close
to £350m in the summer transfer
window - came within a whisker
of retaking the lead. After captain
James had forced David Raya into
a save from outside the box, Pedro
Neto hit the post after a wonderful
solo run before Martin Odegaard
settled it in the 50th minute.

The Arsenal captain beat Mar-
tinez after Havertz’s clever dum-
my, the Norwegian’s second goal in
three Premier League games.

Chelsea substitute Estevao
thought he had equalised right at
the end of the game but Raya pro-
duced a brilliant finger-tip save as

winning start at Milan

TURIN: Substitute Federico
Gatti scored a stoppage-time
goal to earn Juventus a 1-1 draw
against AC Milan on Sunday and
extend their unbeaten start to the
Serie A season.

Juve dominated the first half'at
Allianz Stadium and were denied
by three fine saves from Milan
goalkeeper Mike Maignan.

The visitors took a surprise
lead when Alphadjo Cisse be-
came the first player to score
against Juventus this season.

However, defender Gatti con-
nected with Teun Koopmeiners’
cross to emphatically head home
and prevent former Manchester
United boss Ruben Amorim from
becoming Milan’s first manager
since 1958 to win his opening
three league games.

Milan, for whom new loan
signing Omari Hutchinson was
an unused substitute, are fourth
in the table, with Juventus fifth.

Al Hilal hire Hughes as sp

RIYADH: Richard Hughes has
become sporting director of Saudi
Arabian club Al Hilal just days af-

The game was a matchup of
two traditional Italian heavy-
weights that failed to qualify for
the Champions League. Both
teams had won their opening two
matches in the league this season.

Bologna scored in stoppage
time to draw 2-2 with visiting
Sassuolo, while Frosinone struck
in stoppage time to beat Venezia
3-2. Parma and Monza drew 1-1.

Augshurg top in Germany
Augsburg conceded six minutes
into the match but scored four
unanswered goals in the second
half to defeat Eintracht Frank-
furt. Augsburg’s second straight
win saw the club go top of the
standings on goal difference.
Three other teams have also won
two matches to start the season
— Freiburg, Borussia Dortmund
and Elversberg.

Also, Mainz routed Hamburger
5-Oon the road. - Agencies

orting director

the Blues lost for the fifth straight
league game at Emirates Stadium.

Gunners pass first major test

This was Arsenal’s first major
test against rivals who had also
won their opening two matches,
and they passed it after exposing
Chelsea’s defensive vulnerabili-
ties. Along with Manchester City,
the Gunners are one of only two
teams to have a 100% winning re-
cord after three games, but their
latest success came after an unex-
pected setback.

Arsenal’s first league title for 22
years was built on their stubborn
defence and there will be ques-

tions about how they conceded so
early against their London rivals.
Yet the spirit and character that
propelled them towards the Pre-
mier League crown last season re-
mains strong after they were made
to dig deep before celebrating an
eighth straight Premier League
win stretching back to last season.
Arsenal’s failure to bring in an
elite forward during the transfer
window has led to questions, yet it
was two familiar faces whose goals
turned it around for Arteta’s side in
the shape of Havertz and Odegaard.
Meanwhile, it was a solid first
start in red and white for Ezri Kon-

sa, whose £55m arrival from As-
ton Villa has gone under the radar,
as Arsenal signed off with three
points before the start of their
Champions League campaign
away to Napoli on Wednesday.

Chelsea finished in 10th place, a
whopping 33 points behind Arse-
nal last season.

While Alonso’s side still have
plenty of catching up to do, there
was evidence in this game they will
compete towards the top end of the
table this time.

Alonso, however, needs to get on
top of his side’s defensive frailties.

Chelsea have not kept a clean

sheet in the league since 17 Janu-
ary and although they pushed Ar-
senal all the way, there will be dis-
appointment about both goals they
conceded.

United held by Everton

Man United, which has only one
victory in three league games, con-
ceded a stoppage-time goal to draw
1-1 with Everton after twice hold-
ing the lead. Deadline-day signing
Ainsley Maitland-Niles came off
the bench to make his debut and
score a long-range shot into the
top corner to salvage a point for his
new club. - Agencies

Barcelona hammer five_ past Valencia

VALENCIA: Barcelona main-
tained their perfect start to the
season with a rampant 5-0 win
against bottom-placed Valencia on
Sunday.

Hansi Flick’s side broke the
deadlock after just five minutes
when Lamine Yamal ran in behind
the Valencia defence and convert-
ed a perfectly weighted through
ball from Fermin Lopez.

Lopez doubled the lead when
he rifled Anthony Gordon’s lay-off
into the bottom left corner of Stole
Dimitrievski’s goal. It was Lopez’s
fourth goal and Gordon’s fourth
assist in as many matches this sea-
son.

Barcelona began the second half
as ferociously as the first when
Raphinha tapped in his sixth goal
of the season.

Lopez, Barcelona’s best player
on the afternoon, sprinted the
length of the attacking half to set
up the former Leeds winger for his
50th goal in the Spanish top flight.

Midfielder Pedri combined
with Dani Olmo for a one-two and
neatly slotted home to score Bar-
ca’s fourth, before Olmo slithered
between Valencia midfielders to
slip Lamine Yamal through for his
fourth goal of the campaign.

The match at the famous Mes-
talla stadium saw debuts for for-
mer Premier League players Har-
vey Elliot and Gabriel Jesus, who
both appeared as second-half sub-
stitutes. It was Rodri’s first start
for Barcelona since his £65m move
from Manchester City.

Barcelona capitalised on Real
Madrid’s shock loss to Real Betis
on Friday and now sit three points
clear at the top of La Liga. The Cat-
alan side have scored 17 goals in

four matches this season, conced-
ing just two.

“I think we played a fantastic
game,” Barcelona coach Hansi
Flick said. “We controlled the
game, we were dominant. This is
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what I want to see from the team.”
Valencia have earned just one
point and scoring one goal in four
matches this season.
There were signs of unrest from
the home support, most notably a

4od

planned protest which saw a sec-
tion of Valencia fans delay their en-
try to the stadium before flooding
to their seats in the 19th minute.
This is in reference to 1919, the
year the club was founded.

Barcelona now turn their at-
tention to the Champions League
when they host Feyenoord on
Wednesday in the first group stage
match of the campaign. Up next
for Valenica is a trip to Sevilla on
Friday.

Lucas Boyé had a hat-trick and
Mariano Diaz scored his third goal
of the season as Alaves defeated
Osasuna 5-2 at home for their third
win and second place in the stand-
ings. Sevilla, with 10 men from the
56th, took the lead at Espanyol in
the 85th but conceded deep into
stoppage time for a 1-1 draw. - agencies

Fiorentina dismiss (5rosso

FLORENCE: Fabio Grosso
at Fiorentina became the first

and Germany.
After beating Serie B side
Benevento in the first round

head coach fired in Europe’s
five biggest football leagues
this season after an 0-3 start
in Serie A for the Tuscan

club — which is celebrating its
100th anniversary.

“ACF Fiorentina confirm
that Fabio Grosso has today
been relieved of his duties as
First Team Head Coach,” the
club said late Sunday — a day
after a 2-1 home loss to Torino.

A new coach was not im-

ter stepping down from the same
post with Liverpool in the English
Premier League.

Al Hilal said their board has “fi-
nalised the contract” with Hughes
who took over his role after arriv-
ing on Sunday.

The club said the move was
meant to “contribute to raising the
quality of technical work, develop-
ing recruitment and scouting pro-
cesses, and enhancing integration
across all aspects related to the
football sector.”

of the Italian Cup, Fiorentina
were routed 4-0 by Roma in its
Serie A opener then lost 3-0 to
promoted Frosinone in their
home league debut.

In Serie A, Fiorentina have
scored one goal and conceded
nine.

The poor results have come
amid several celebrations for
Fiorentina’s centennial. The
club was founded in 1926.

Fiorentina owner Rocco

Al Hilal are Saudi Arabia’s most

spending around $500 million on

Hughes had joined Liverpool
in 2024 from Bournemouth and

new signings. Slot was fired at the
end of the season and replaced by
Andoni Iraola.

successful team with 21 league
titles and four Asian Champion-
ships.

mediately named.

Grosso, who converted the

decisive penalty in Italy’s

Commisso died in January
and the club is now run by his

oversaw the appointment of head Liverpool said on Saturday that In April, the Saudi Public In- shootout victory over France ish last season. son, Giuseppe Commisso.
coach Arne Slot after celebrated Hughes wanted to “seek a fresh vestment Fund sold a 70% stake in the 2006 World Cup final, Grosso is the first head Fiorentina next visit pro-
manager Jurgen Klopp stepped challenge.” He departed less than in Al Hilal to Kingdom Holding had been hired in June after coach fired this campaign in moted Venezia on Friday, fol-
down. Liverpoolwentontowinthe two months after Michael Ed- Company, the firm run by Prince Paolo Vanoli coached the top leagues of lowed by an Italian Cup derby

Premier League title the following
season but endured a disappoint-
ing campaign last term despite

wards exited as CEO of football for
Liverpool owner Fenway Sports
Group.

Alwaleed Bin Talal, a billionaire
businessman and member of the
Saudi royal famlly - Agencies

Fiorentina to a 15th-place fin-

Italy, England, France, Spain

with Pisa next week. - agencies
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Antonelli takes stunning Monza
victory from 19th spot on grid

The Mercedes racer delivered an inspired

recovery on home soil to extend his Formula

One championship lead to 66 points

MONZA: Kimi Antonelli rose
from the rear of the grid to claim
victory in Sunday’s Italian Grand
Prix, capping off a brilliant come-
back drive by passing Mercedes
team-mate and title rival George
Russell in the closing laps on Sun-
day. Antonelli started his home
race down in 19th position after
an engine penalty, with Russell on

the front row of the grid, but the
youngster rapidly climbed to the
front of the field via a devastating
blend of raw pace and smart over-
taking. The Italian extended his
championship lead to 66 points.
Antonelli’s performance is the
second furthest back a driver has
ever come from to win a grand prix
after John Watson’s victory from

Kevin Pietersen joins
England white-ball

LONDON: Former England bats-
man Kevin Pietersen has been
named a specialist mentor to help
England’s men white-ball team
succeed at next years’ World Cup
in southern Africa, the England
and Wales Cricket Board said on
Monday. Pietersen will join up
with England men’s white ball
head coach Brendon McCullum
for September’s IT20 ODI se-
ries against Sri Lanka and will
go on the team’s white-ball tours
to Australia and South Africa in
the winter, home series against
Pakistan and New Zealand in the
summer and the 50-over World
Cup co-organized by South Af-
rica, Zimbabwe and Namibia Oc-
tober 4 — November 21.

“Putting on the England uni-
form again for the first time since
2014 is a profound honor and a
deeply special moment,” Piet-
ersen said.

“We have an incredibly tal-
ented white-ball squad, and I
am excited to get in the trenches
and work relentlessly hard with

coaching team

these players to maximize their
potential. To be a part of Bren-
don’s think tank over the next 12
months is a fantastic opportunity,
and I cannot wait to get started.”

McCullum  welcomed the
move. “I'm particularly excited
for our batters to get the oppor-
tunity to work with him,” he said.
“(He) has aunique understanding
of what it takes to perform at the
highest level, which will be huge-
ly valuable to our players. We've
always respected each other and
had a strong appreciation for
what the other brings to the game,
so I'm really looking forward to
working together.”

Pietersen scored more than
5,500 runs for England in 136
ODIs and 37 T20 matches. In his
104 test matches, he scored 8,181
runs. He was dismissed from the
England team after an embar-
rassing 5-0 loss at the 2013-14
Ashes series in Australia.

Pietersen was a mentor for
Delhi Capitals in the Indian Pre-
mier League last year. - agencies

22nd on the grid in the 1983 United
States Grand Prix West.

It was a statement performance
from the 20-year-old, who remark-
ably was on Russell’s tail and chal-
lenging for victory within 16 laps of
the start.

“Unbelievable! I'm so happy,”
said Antonelli. “I could never have
imagined to be here today, but we
managed to pull it off. It’s a dream
coming true. What an incredible
day. I couldn’t do it without my
team, family and everyone who
supports me. Still a few races
to go, so we're going to keep our
head down, but now we’re going
to enjoy today.”

Red Bull’s Max Verstappen took
the final podium place ahead of
the McLarens of Lando Norris and

Oscar Piastri with Ferrari’s Lewis
Hamilton sixth.

A mid-race Virtual Safety Car
played its part in the outcome,
when Antonelli opted to pit under
caution for a fresh set of medium
tyres, and Russell stayed out on
used hards, which gradually faded
and made his life more difficult.

Aside from a brief trip through
the gravel as he attacked Russell
late on, Antonelli could not be
faulted across 53 laps at the Auto-
dromo Nazionale Monza - mak-
ing another huge statement in his
quest for the 2026 world title.

Russell had to settle for second
place, crossing the line some four
seconds behind Antonelli, while
Red Bull’'s Max Verstappen com-
pleted the podium finishersin ade-
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termined display that also featured
several bold passes.

Lando Norris beat McLaren
team-mate Oscar Piastri to fourth
via their own close fight, with
Lewis Hamilton the lead Ferrari
in sixth after team-mate Charles
Leclerc crashed heavily at the final
corner onthe second lap of therace.
After his breakthrough pole posi-
tion, and a promising start, Pierre
Gasly struggled to keep up with the
front-runners and fell to seventh,
as Arvid Lindblad, Franco Colap-
into (who did well to recover from
an off-track moment) and Yuki
Tsunoda completed the points.

Gabriel Bortoleto and Nico
Hulkenberg were next up in their
Audi machines, the latter was
involved in a Turn 4 scrap with

Deféndin hampions éabaiénka

Liam Lawson that the stewards
reviewed, while Carlos Sainz took
13th for Williams.

The aforementioned Lawson
ended his second substitute week-
end for Red Bull in P14, ahead of
Haas pair Ollie Bearman and Este-
ban Ocon, Albon in the other Wil-
liams and the Cadillacs of Sergio
Perez and Valtteri Bottas.

Both Aston Martin drivers
joined Leclerc on the sidelines
later in the race — Fernando Alonso
returned to the pits with suspected
car damage and Lance Stroll pulled
off the track due to a hydraulics is-
sue. In a back-to-back sequence
of races, F1 moves straight on to
Madrid for the Spanish Grand
Prix over the weekend of Septem-
ber 11-13- Agencies

and Alcaraz book spot in quarters

NEW YORK: Defending champi-
ons Aryna Sabalenka and Carlos
Alcaraz are back to the quarter-fi-
nals at the US Open, and they made
it look easy on Sunday.

The top-ranked Sabalenka
solved some early struggles hold-
ing serve and overpowered Taylor
Townsend 6-4, 6-3 on Sunday.

Alcarazalso advanced in straight
sets, beating Tommy Paul 6-4, 6-3,
6-4 in the second match at Arthur
Ashe Stadium.

“I'm happy with that perfor-
mance,” Alcaraz said.

Townsend broke Sabalenka
three times in her first four service
games as she looked to spring the
upset. Sabalenka found a groove,
regained her confidence and did
not lose another point after falling
behind 3-1in the second set.

“Ilove matches like that because
it was really challenging,” Sabalen-
ka said.

This was the first meeting be-

Bavuma to lead SA against Australia

JOHANNESBURG: South Af-
rica have announced as close to a
full-strength squad as they have
available to open their home sum-
mer, with an ODI series against
Australia.

Regular captain Temba Ba-
vuma will lead the team which, in
the clearest indication that they
are part of the plans for the 2027
‘World Cup, includes David Miller
and Quinton de Kock. Neither
Miller nor de Kock are currently
centrally contracted but both
were at this year’s T20 World Cup
and continue to play in franchise
leagues around the world.

With Kagiso Rabada out of the

L Sl

series as he recovers from a ham-
string injury, Gerald Coetzee, who
has not played an ODI since the
2023 World Cup will make his re-
turn. Coetzee has battled a series

of injuries in the last three years
but played for South Africa A
against England Lions in June and
against Bangladesh A recently. He
will be joined by Marco Jansen,
Lungi Ngidi, Corbin Bosch, Kwe-
na Maphaka and Ottneil Baart-
man in a six-man pace pack.
South Africa squad: Temba
Bavuma (capt), Ottneil Baart-
man, Corbin Bosch, Matthew
Breetzke, Gerald Coetzee, Quin-
ton de Kock, Tony de Zorzi, Bjorn
Fortuin, Marco Jansen, Keshav
Mabharaj, Kwena Maphaka, Aiden
Markram, David Miller, Lungi
Ngidi, Ryan Rickelton, Tristan
Stubbs. - Agencies

tween Sabalenka and Townsend,
who gave her opponent fits in the
first set but struggled to find her
own rhythm.

Next up for Sabalenka is Wim-
bledon winner Linda Noskova,
who needed six match points to get
past Marta Kostyuk 7-5, 5-7, 6-4.

“I played a couple of matches
against her in the past, which also
wasn’t the easiest matches,” Sa-
balenka said of Noskova.

“Really aggressive style of the
game. Serving really well, playing
super fast. You've got to stay really
low to be able to handle that power
and energy.”

Alcaraz cruises ahead
Playing his first tournament fol-
lowing a four-month absence

because of a right wrist injury, Al-
caraz said last week he would not
be coming back if he could not play
like his usual self.

The 23-year-old Spaniard has

made good on that so far, dropping
just one set through four rounds.

Asked if he thinks he is back to
form, Alcaraz responded, “I think
s0.” The US Open is bringing that
outin him.

“'m just trying to enjoy my
time onAlcaraz will play Tuesday
against American Ben Shelton,
the No.8 seed who swept Stefanos
Tsitsipas on Sunday night in his
strongest performance of the tour-
nament.

Townsend and Paul were among
the 10 Americans to reach the
men’s and women’s round of 16.
That is the most in the fourth
round at any Grand Slam in nearly
a quarter-century, going back to
the 2002 US Open, when there
were 11.

The five US men — Paul, Shel-
ton, Learner Tien, Frances Tiafoe
and Alex Michelsen — are the most
at a major since eight in 1995 at
Flushing Meadows.

At 20, Tien is the youngest
American man in the US Open
fourth round since Andy Roddick
in 2002.

Tiafoe knocked off seventh-
seeded Daniil Medvedev 7-6 (1),
6-4, 7-6 (6) to improve to 10-0 in
his career at Louis Armstrong Sta-
dium, which he called “the people’s
court.”

Michelsen beat Tomas Martin
Etcheverry 7-6 (6), 6-4, 6-4.

Michelsen and Tiafoe will meet
in the quarter-finals Tuesday,
guaranteeing an American man in
the semifinals. No US men’s player
has won a Grand Slam since Rod-
dick in New York in’03.

There will also be an all-Amer-
ican matchup in the women’s
quarter-finals. No.3 Jessica
Pegula got there by beating No.16
Sorana Cirstea and will face
26th-seeded Emma Navarro, who
ousted No.21 Anna Kalinskaya in
Straight sets. - Agencies

Labuschagne in Australia
squad to face South Africa

SYDNEY: Out-of-form Marnus
Labuschagne has been named
in the Australia squad for next
month’s three-Test tour of South
Africa.

NO.3 Labuschagne, 32, who was
born in South Africa, has failed to
score a century since 2023 and
struggled in two Tests against
Bangladesh last month.

Having scored one, 31 and four,
he was then left out of Australia’s
squad for three one-day interna-
tionals in Zimbabwe and another
three in South Africa.

It will be Australia’s first Test

series in South Africa since the
infamous ‘Sandpapergate’ ball-
tampering scandal in 2018.
Australia travel to Durban for
the first Test on October 9 before
the series moves to Ggeberha and
Cape Town.
Australia squad: Pat Cummins
(capt), Scott Boland, Alex Carey,
Cooper Connolly, Cameron Green,
Josh Hazlewood, Travis Head,
Josh Inglis, Matthew Kuhnemann,
Marnus Labuschagne, Nathan
Lyon, Michael Neser, Matthew
Renshaw, Steve Smith, Mitchell
Starc, Beau Webster. - agencies
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Lexus RZ500e offers exclusive
ownership benefits in Oman

The RZ500e is
Lexus’ first dedicated
Battery Electric
Vehicle marking

a new chapter in

a journey toward
electrification that
began in 2005

MUSCAT: Lexus Oman brings a
dedicated set of ownership privi-
leges to the all-new RZ500e, the
brand’s first SUV Battery Electric
Vehicle in the region.

As part of the ongoing Lexus
Benefits Campaign “Crafted Be-
yond Measure..Rewarded Beyond
Expectations,” customers who
take home the RZ500e can enjoy
one year of vehicle registration, a
5year or 50,000 km service pack-
age covering five services at 10,000
km intervals and NUKHBAH Loy-
alty Points worth OMR 100, valid
until 7 October 2026. (Terms &
Conditions Apply)

The RZ500e is Lexus’ first dedi-
cated Battery Electric Vehicle
marking a new chapter in a jour-
ney toward electrification that
began in 2005. At the heart of the
RZ500e is a newly developed bat-
tery and motor system, offering
stronger performance, greater ef-
ficiency and alonger driving range,
while a low centre of gravity and
reinforced body structure bring
added stability and confidence to
every drive.

The RZ500e’s DIRECT4 all-
wheel-drive system works in the
background to keep power bal-
anced across all four wheels, de-
livering smooth acceleration and

a stable, assured feel through cor-
ners. Inside, the cabin is engineered
for calm: extensive sound insula-
tion keeps road and wind noise to
a minimum, allowing occupants to
enjoy a quiet, refined ride from the
moment they step in. The interior

continues this sense of understated
luxury, with premium materials
and a thoughtfully laid-out cabin.
Beyond its refined design and
quiet cabin, the DIRECT4 sys-
tem continuously adjusts torque
between the front and rear axles,

Bank Muscat and Meethaq
Islamic banking’s ‘Back to

School’ event draws strong family
turnout at Muscat City Centre

MUSCAT: Bank Muscat, the lead-
ing financial services provider in
the Sultanate of Oman, continues
to build on their commitment to
community engagement, taking
part in initiatives that matter to
families across Oman.

This was reflected once again in
the strong turnout of customers
and visitors at the “Back to School”
event, held recently at Muscat City
Centre, where children took part
alongside their parents in a series
of engaging activities.

The event was held to celebrate
the start of the new academic year
with children, drawing wide par-
ticipation from young visitors.

A variety of entertainment ac-
tivities, competitions and games
were organised throughout the
event, including dedicated Math
and Science activities, while a
range of gifts were distributed to
participants.

During the event, visitors also
had the opportunity to learn more
about the wide range of banking
services, products and facilities

offered by Bank Muscat both con-
ventional and Islamic, including
its various savings and current ac-
counts, finance products and the
wide range of cards, in addition
to its digital banking services that
allow customers to manage their
accounts conveniently, anytime.
On this occasion, Bank Muscat
also offered a special rate on its
Shahadati educational loan, with
a reduced interest rate of 3.75%
available until 30 October 2026.
Designed specifically to help fami-
lies cover the cost of private school
fees, professional certifications
and summer courses, Shahadati
reflects the Bank’s continued com-
mitment to supporting customers
and easing their children’s educa-
tional journey.

On the Islamic banking front,
visitors had the opportunity to ex-
plore Meethaq’s Sharia’a-compli-
ant products and services, includ-
ing children’s savings accounts
and savings plans designed to help
customers plan towards achiev-
ing their financial goals related to

education and other objectives for
achieving financial freedom.
Visitors also learned about
Meethaq’s personal financing so-
lutions, designed to support cus-
tomers in meeting their immedi-
ate needs related to education and
medical financing, in addition to
various financing solutions and
cards with multiple feature and
benefits. These products and solu-
tions are developed in accordance
with regulations issued by the
Central Bank of Oman, and un-
dergo a series of Sharia’a reviews
and supervisory procedures by
Meethaq’s Sharia’a Supervisory
Board, ensuring compliance with
the principles of Islamic Sharia’a
while addressing customers’ fi-
nancial needs and aspirations.
Committed to maintaining
their leading role in the banking
sector, Bank Muscat continue
to develop its products and ser-
vices on an ongoing basis, in line
with current and future develop-
ments and in a manner that meets
customers’ aspirations.

adapting to speed, steering angle
and road conditions to keep the
drive stable and precise, whether
accelerating or cornering. This
is paired with Vehicle Dynamics
Integrated Management, which
enhances control and confidence

in changing conditions. Comfort
is equally considered, with Mid-
dle East-exclusive air conditioning
tuning, including IR cut glass and
seat ventilation, ensuring the cabin
stays cool and comfortable even
through Oman’s peak summer heat.

On the outside, the RZ500e carries
Lexus’ signature spindle design,
giving it a sleek, modern silhouette.

As Lexus’ first SUV BEV in
Oman, the RZ500e is now avail-
able at Saud Bahwan Automotive
showrooms.

Indian School Rustag opens new
Al science and technology labs

RUSTAQ: Indian School Rustaq
marked a significant milestone
in its journey towards academic
excellence, innovation and tech-
nology-enabled learning with the
inauguration of its Al and Innova-
tion Lab, Composite Science Lab,
Language and Communication
Lab, and Junior Computer Lab.

The laboratories were inaugu-
rated on the evening of 15 August
in the presence of an august gath-
ering comprising the Chairman
of the Board of Directors, mem-
bers of the Board of Directors, the
Education Advisor to the Board
of Directors, the President and
distinguished members of the
School Management Committee,
former SMC Presidents of ISML,
parents, teachers and students.

The programme commenced
with a prayer and the national
anthems, followed by the wel-
come address delivered by Dileep
Kumar, Convener of the School
Management Committee. This
was followed by an address by the
President of the School Manage-
ment Committee, Harikrishnan,
who shared his vision and
thoughts for the continued
growth and progress of the school.

The newly established labora-
tories were formally inaugurated
by Chairman Syed Ahmed Sal-
man, marking a new chapter in the
school’s commitment to technology-
enabled and experiential learning.

Adding great value to the oc-
casion, students showcased their
technological skills in the AI and
Innovation Lab through Mecha-
tron and Arduino-based robotic
models, including an obstacle-de-
tecting car, light-following car and
distance-alert system, along with a
live 3D printing demonstration.

In the Composite Science
Laboratory, students of Classes
VIII and IX demonstrated experi-
ments on exothermic reactions,
catalysts and natural acid-base
indicators, reflecting their abil-
ity to apply scientific concepts
through hands-on learning.

The laboratory is fully
equipped with models, chemi-
cals and scientific apparatus,
providing students with the nec-
essary resources to develop and

strengthen their scientific skills
in alignment with the new CBSE
pattern, which emphasises expe-
riential and practical learning.

The Language and Communi-
cation Lab was also inaugurated
by the Chairman in the presence
of the dignitaries and school com-
munity. During their visit, the
dignitaries interacted with stu-
dents, who confidently demon-
strated the lab’s learning portal
and explained how it supports
the development of their listen-
ing, speaking, pronunciation and
communication skills. The newly
built Junior Computer Lab was
subsequently inaugurated by the
dignitaries, further strengthening
the school’s technology-enabled
learning facilities.

In his address, Salman shared
his vision for the school and em-
phasized the importance of mod-
ern learning environments in
nurturing innovation and future-
ready skills.

A special highlight was the in-
teractive session with the Chair-
man, where parents, students and
staff engaged in meaningful dis-
cussions, shared their views and
sought guidance.

The programme also featured
a welcome dance, group song and
the “Unityin Diversity @ ISR” tra-
ditional attire display. Students
further presented hand-painted
artworks to the distinguished
guests as tokens of appreciation.

The event concluded with the
Vote of Thanks by Principal Abu
Hussain, who expressed gratitude
to the dignitaries, school manage-
ment committee, teachers, par-
ents and students for making the
occasion a memorable success.

The inauguration stands as a
proud milestone for Indian School
Rustaq, reflecting its continued
commitment to innovation, prac-
tical learning, technology-ena-
bled education and the holistic
development of its students.
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